
Â NNÔ UNCEMEN̂ T: ^We are nô w intro^ducing the Weat^her Man in his re^gular ^Wednesday
evening chat, released ̂ by the U. *S. ̂Dep^ar^tmen^t of ̂A^gric^ult^ure throû gh this
St^ation. His sû b̂ ject is the ^"Importance of the We^ather Bû rê au to Bî g *Busin^ess^l!
And her^e^'s hô ŵ :

Here's a trû g yarn that ̂so^und^* like a romance:

It comê s out of the ̂ Weather Office in Kansas City, Missouri.
I have permi^ssion to tell it to you.

Kansâ s City ̂Ju^st dedic^ated her ̂ inspiring Li^berty Memorial which cost
approxim^ately ̂ $1,750^,000.00^. President *Coolidge traveled in a fast train
from Washin^gton to Kansas City to take a prominent part in the dedication cerê -̂
^mony. ^Queen Marie of *^Bou^mania was there. So were scores of other famoû ŝ
people. Somewhere in the background was the We^ather M^an, who helped to make
this splendid Memorial a reality.

Befor^e I tell you how the Kansa^s City Weather Office h^elped to erect
thi^s monument to the heroism of men, I'd l̂ ik̂ e to read a letter from Mr^, E. *B.
Murray, Consulting Engineer on the Memorial ̂ job, to Weather Man Connor of
Kansas City. The letter is signed by En̂ gineer Murray. *^*t read̂ s:

^"^Dear Sir:

*^?W^e wish to take thi^s opportû nity of expreŝ sî n̂ g to you our satisfaction
of the service received from your burê aû , regarding special rep^orts concerning
prospective clim^atic conditions which report̂ s we have been receiving from you
^for tĥ e p^ast three years.

^"In the construction of the Liberty Memorial of this city we û sed
your predictions to considerable advantage. *^' *^"^'*^'

^"^The writer had active supervision over the con^struction work of this
^str^ucture and it was ̂ very neĉ essary for us to know what weather condition^s^
*^*e^re expected to be, before we started pouring concret^e^, especially during
^t^he winter months. ̂For. *^RS you know, once a concrete pour is started, it has
to be carried to the point where it i^s entirely completed. By gauging our
Pours on your predictions, we are glad to say that we did ̂ not have any concrete

freeze or any work dam̂ aged so that it wa^s necê ssary to rep̂ lace the same.

^"In *conlusion, allow us to ŝ ay that the courtesy and service which we
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*h^gve al^wa^ys received from you ̂p^erson^ally ̂e^nd from yo^ur office^, h^as ̂ been very
^much appreci^ated^".

Yo^urs truly,
*E, *Б. ̂Murray,

Consultin^g ^Engineer.

Th^at letter s^hout^s for its^elf.

Here^'s ^Weather Man Connor^'s o^wn story of tĥ e ̂ buildin^g of the ̂ K^ans^as
City Li^berty Memorial:

^"The construction of the Li^berty ̂ Memorial in this city p^ut this weather
office to ̂ an unusual test^", begins Mr. Connor. "T̂ ĥ e ̂ job re^quired more tĥ â n ̂ a^
year for its completion.

^"The e^xcavations had bee^n m^a^de. The tim^e was the beginnin^g of winter.
Supervisin^g Engine^er, *E. В. *Мигг^яу, h^ad st^ated in public intervie^ws tĥ at ̂ work
^wo^uld be^gin wh^en notified by the ̂ W^eather Burea^u that it would b^e safe to ̂ -pour
^co^nc^rete.

^"A concrete monolith of large size, and ̂ about ̂ Ч fe^et thick, ̂ was to be
the foundation. The machinery w^as set, *^чп^о. a number of chutes ̂ vere swung from
^derricks so arr^anged a^s to re^ach all *p^prts of the structure. These ̂w^e^re for
the soft ce^ment.

^"The idea *v^?as to ̂ pour concret^e for ̂ Т d^ays and ̂ 3 ni^ghts, ̂ withou^t a ̂ sto^p.
^U^ntil the pouring ̂ job was done. It ̂ was nece^ss^ary to do thi^s at a time whe^n^
^t^here ̂would be no free^zin^g weather.

^"Owing to bad we^ather conditions, ̂ the concrete crew was held in idlen^es^s,
^Costly, for about 10 or 12 days, w^aiting for a promi^se that no freezing we^ather
^would come for 3 days and 3 nights. This ̂ weather office ̂wa^s in daily communi-
^c^ation with Mr. Murray, the engineer.

^"One morning, Engineer Murray was given the glad word to ̂ get ever^ythin^g^
*^f^eadv *^t^n b^e^gin ̂ pourin^g early the ne^xt morni^n^g^. ̂ T^ue said ̂ we could give him re^as-
^o^na^ble ̂assuranc^e that there would be no freezin^g ̂ w^eather for a^t lea^st 3 ̂«^lay^s an^d^
^3 ̂nigh^ts^".

That me^ant action. Mr^. Connor continues, ̂ "the new^s wa^s received with
^enth^u^siasm. Weather conditions t^urned out to be id^eal. ^The pouring job was
*̂ 8̂ u

cce8s^fully completed^. B^ut that W^PS only the beginning. The *euperstructure,
^e^mbraci^n^g the ̂mon^ume^ntal shaft, 217-1/2 feet high^, wa^s yet to be built.

^"There w^ere many interruptions during the winte^r B^ut, without boasting,
office ̂nur^sed the job to compl^etion with gr^atifyi^ng ŝ uccê sŝ ".
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*En^gineer ̂M^urray^'^s lette^r ^proves th^at.

A few ye^ars ̂a^go^, th^e New York Prod^uce ̂E^xchan^ge s^aid that we^ather fore-
c^a^sts issued ̂ by the ̂Weat^h^e^r Bureau afforded protection ̂ amounting to not le^ss
th^an ̂$2^5.OO^P^.OO^P*^>00 in the vicinity of ̂ Hew York City alone. ̂The ̂s^avi^ng of *prc
duce, d̂ ue to adva^nce word on we^ather conditions from the *^ï^ïeather Bure^au, mus^t^
have amounted to m^any times th^at fî gure over the country as ̂a ̂whole.

It is ̂ said that ̂ not a single ship was lost on the ̂Gre^at L̂ akes during
the y^ear 1̂ 9̂ 23. "becaû se the n^avig^ators wer^e careful to note ̂we^ather ̂warni^n^gs
and ̂o^bey them.

Shippin̂ ĝ 's pretty heavy on the ̂ Great L̂ akes during the shipping seâ sô n,
^as ̂you pro^b^a^bly know.

^A year without loss of ships me^a^ns ̂ a profit^abl^e season to the vessel
^owner^s, and a ̂gre^ater income for tĥ e United State^s.

^Gre^at railroads of the United St^ates m^ake a practice of *^gua^ging fr̂ eî ght
load^s by the condition of the ̂we^ather as reporte^d by the ̂»'e^it^her Burê au.
^For inst^ance, do you know that ̂a *lo^oomotive wor^ks much ̂ more efficiently ̂in
warm tĥ an in cold we^ather? It does, ̂ and ̂ that is one r^eason why the *s^^me lô -̂
comotive can haul a larger load in summer than in winter. Tr^affic ̂ engine^er^s^
^and locomotive engin^eers ̂ load their tr^ains, to a certain degree, ̂ accordi^n^g^
to tĥ e condition of the we^ather. Ĉ ô ld w^ave warnings m^ake it necess^ary to lo^ad
the trains more lightly.

Another thing. A forê knô wled̂ ge of wê ather cond^itions ̂someti^mes deter-
mines tĥ e length of a freî ĝ ht tr^ain. It i^s d^angerous business to couple on
^more â nd more c^ars ̂ when a bliz^zar^d, or very cold we^ather, is *threathen^dd.

^Flood^s on the ^Mis^sis^sippi ^Hiver â r̂ e predicted ̂ with accur^acy^, d^eys *^an^t^f^
^weeks ahead. It takes ̂ a flood w^ave ne^arly a month to p^ass from Cairo, *Illi^-^t^
noi^e, to *^Ne^\7 Orleans, Louisiana. During thi^s period of tim^e, tĥ e advancing
flood wave crest câ n be accurately *^g^uaged ̂and it^s coming foretold as the
*pro^ßhets of old foretold famine and plagû ê s*.

M^y time is limited ̂ and I ̂won^'t h^ave a chance to me^ntion dô ẑ en̂ s of other
^wa^y^s in which the ̂ Weather B̂ ur̂ eau protect^s Am^erican industry. One more story,-
ând Î 'm through.

In a certain ̂ Mid-we^st town, a store *we^s pl^anning ̂e l̂ arĝ e ̂ sale of mercĥ -̂
^andi^se. An enormous amount of neŵ ŝ p̂ aper advertisi^ng was planned to annô unĉ ê
^the ̂ sale. ̂ Tho^se in charge kn̂ ê w that it was vital th^at fair weath^er should
^Prevail durî n̂ g the sale. ^The store ̂ asked the opinion of tĥ e ̂ Weather Office in
that city ̂a^s to whether or not fair we^ath^er would ble^ss the days cho^sen by
t^he ̂ stor^e for thei^r ĥ uge ^sale. The Weather Man ^an^nounced th^at, whil̂ e rail^»



C. by ̂t̂ he ̂Ŵ . M̂ . *12/S -̂ '̂ 4-

*^would cô m̂ e ̂ befo^re t^he nearby *d^#te set for the s^ale, *f^j^?ir ̂we^at^her wô û ld be very
likely on th^e *d^qte of tĥ e s^ale its^e^lf. ^Th^e store ̂went ̂ ahe^ad, *^qnd annô unĉ ed
the sale for a certain d^ate, on th^e str^en^gth of the ̂W^e^it^her ̂Offic^e ̂Predictio^n^«^
It was a ̂ p^erfect d̂ â y. ̂ and the s^al^e^s rece^ipts ̂ amo^unted to more than $170,000.00.
The m^en^a^gers of the stor^e ^wrote the *V^.'e^ath^er Office ̂ a personal letter of tĥ â nks
^and sent a long a ̂ "little tô ken of ̂appreci^ation", which was ̂g^racio^usl^y declin^e^d

Big B^usi^ness ^wants to k̂ now wh^at r̂ et̂ ur̂ ns it g^et^s on ^mon^ey spent^. ̂"Tr^u^e 1̂1,
you *s^?y^, ̂"the ̂Weather Bure^au is giving service. B̂ ut ̂ what does it cost?^"

^Well, it costs not ̂ more than ̂$2,^500,000 a *ye^pr to m^aintain the weath^er
service in the scores of towns ̂ and cities thr^oughout the United St^ates^. Tĥ at
*me^^ns an ann̂ ual cost to ̂ e^ach ̂ person in th^e ̂ Unite^d States, ̂ of sli^ghtly ̂more *th^s^:^
^2 ̂ cents^. One^-fifth the price of a hot dog sa^ndwich^.

The return to the public is *m^^ny times t̂ he cost of t^he we^ather.service^.^
It is doû btful whether ̂ge^n^er^al com^merc^e, *^n^?vig^?^tion, ̂agricultur^e, *^?nd horti-
cu^lt^ure could oper̂ â te ̂ wit^hout the service from the *^T^/eather Bur^e^au, e^xcept
at a considera^ble loss.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* *vou
Â N̂ NÔ UNCEM̂ Ê N̂ T̂ : Now do you *h^^ve ̂any qu^estions? ̂ Do/^w^ant to k̂ now how the *^T^feather
Bû rê au can help YOU in *YOU^L. busines^s? Or in YÔ Û R p^lea^sures? ^We shall be *^gl^sd
^to answ^er any questions you may *h^rv^e on thè ̂We^ather Bureau itself, or on ̂ any
^of its mâ n̂ y ^services^. Ŝ end the questions to this Station, or dir^ect to the
*^f^i^adio Ser^vice of the United St^ates ̂ Depart^ment o^f A^gricultur^e.
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