
*^IT^E^D^^STATES

*PART^MENT

*REL^EASE.
*Ch^ats *b^y *t^he *^Weather *Ma^n

*"We^"d.^NÖv"^r"2^T."
l '^"^r ^-^t ^V^;

A^N^NOU^NC^E^M^E^N^T: The ̂ Weatherman is with us a^gain this ^Wednesday,
of interest to all of us, follo^ws.

His story, one

home^.

It ^was ^"quitting time^» one cold evenin^g out in Siou^x Cit^y, Iowa, — ^bac^k^
^in *. the old days ̂ when ̂ "^jitney^" ̂ busses were in operation on the streets of that
city.

The weather r^oan was ridin^g home from ̂ wor^k after a strenuous day at the
office. A cold wave was in prospect, and the weather office had issued warn^-^
in^gs that s^ame morning^. The city was preparin^g to "hole in". Shippers ^were
advised to protect their perisha^ble merchandise ̂ a^gainst temperatures of 10
degrees ̂ below ̂ zero which were predicted for the ne^xt day. ^Weather office had
flashed the w^arnin^g by radio, telegraph, telephone, printed bulletins and *in^^^
the papers. The white and black cold w^a^ve flag flew from a staff in Siou^x City.

The driver of the ^"^jitney" di^d^n^'t ̂ kno^w he was taking the weather man

^"Well^, I reck^on we^'re in for a cold spell", he remarked to his passe^nger.

"That so^"? asked the weather man. "How do you kno^w^"?

^"^Weather ̂ man^'s ̂ got the cold ̂ w^av^e fla^g out", stated the dri^ver of the buss.
Then the Siou^x City weather man thought he'd get some inside ^information

on ^weather men's ways.' So he asked, "^Wonder how those weather chaps go about
^to find out when to fly the cold wave flag?"

The driver ̂ was ̂ sur^pri^s^ed^. ̂ "Why haven^'t you heard"? he ̂ i^n^j^u^red^. ̂ "You
^know that old man with the lon^g whi^skers that sells gas up on ̂ 2^2th Street^?^
^Well, that old fellow is a real weather pro^p^het. He goes by the moon^. The
^weather man goes up there a^b^out^" t^wice a week and t^alks to him a^bout the wea^ther.
^The old fello^w keeps him posted"^!

Many folks ca^n^'t seem to understand th^at th^e ^Weather B^ure^au operates on
^s^cienti^fic principles^. They seem to think that we weather men ̂ watch the moo^n^
^and the *goosebones for signs ̂ —then ̂ make our predictions.



(^lea^the^r man) -2-

^I don^'^t have to consult the old fello^w ^with the lon^g whiskers to te^ll ̂ you
^folks t^hat winter^'s ^j^ust arou^nd the co^mer for most of us- So, haul in ^the
^w^ood and ^batten the doors. Soon we^' l l hear the son^g of the rolli^n^g wagon
^w^heels as they cre^a^k o^ver the fro^zen snow on ^zero mornin^gs. Soon the telegraph
^wires will h^u^m in the *^f^r^o^e^t. ̂ T^h^e l^o^ne pine tree will chant its dirges to the
^wind^, and the l^akes ̂ will *^Ъ^ост far o f f . All ̂ thro^u^gh the long nights^, the wind
will whistle a^nd ho^wl a^bout the c^himn^ey pot^-^;, — ^and trees will ^burst w^ith crac^k^-^
^in^g shots, deep in the woods^. You^'ll hear the sl^eet tick — tick on the window
P^a^ne and b^e ^glad you^'re safe and ̂ warm inside, sitting by the fireplace. Liste^n^
to the soft *^PTH, *^PTH of the ^burning woods! The old folks sa^y i t^ 's a sign of
sno^w. ̂ »^Th^e f ire is treading snow^", they whi^sp^er softly.

I hop^e this chat will find you sitti^ng around t he fireplace tonight, be-
^cau^se I have a cold sub^ject to talk about^.

^Yet, — do you know — while the cold w^av^e fla^gs may be sna^pp^i^n^g in the
^win^d in m^any American communiti^es ton^ight, t^h^ere are ^places in this wide land
where wint^er is almost unkno^wn. ^Frost follo^ws a que^er ^and winding path^. Al-
^tho^u^gh there is no sp^ot on the mainl^and of the U. *S. that has never felt the
*^b^it^e of f rost , there are many places where zero weather is unknown. I ^want to
^t^ell you som^ething about Jack ^Frost tonight, ^— that queer, fro^zen-nosed chap
who catches us *unaware^s-and sometimes ruins our crops.

^Frost doesn^'t have to catch *y^^u unawares^, *-- if you'll take advant^age of
the ^Weather Bu^reau^'s repor^ts. At present^, the Bureau is making a special stu^dy
*^°^f frost and how ^frost da^mage to crops a^nd products may be minimized, — or en-
tir^ely avoided.

^We weather men classify frosts into three groups^: li^ght, heavy, ̂ and *kill^-^
*^i^ng. Light frosts do little or no damage, and heavy frosts damage on^ly ^more^,^
t^ender vegetation. ^Killin^g frosts ^till the staple products of a community and
^cause q^uite general destruction of crops^- E^v^en where there isn^'t enough mois^-^
t^ure to produce the *far^niliar white frost crystals, it may still be col^d enough
to kill crops or ruin products in store houses and on freight cars. This ̂ is
^k^no^wn as a ^black frost.

Wh^en nights grow long and our d^ays get short, *-- *^*hen the sun is low in *^^*^
^t^h^e southern sky, — then w^e lose more heat by radiation during the lon^g,, cool
*^n^i^ehts t^han the sun gives us during the short day^s. As a result, th^e air tem-
p^e^r^at^ur^e, ^- e^specia^lly near th^e ground,^—is *l^o^w^^ If t^he nights are calm, ^it
^«^et^a still colder because there^'s no wind to stir the air up. ̂ Knowi^ng this,
*^s^p^*e *orchardists hav^e tri^ed ^great pow^er^-dri^ven fans to stir up the air over
*th^e^i^r o^rc^hards. These fa^ns are called ̂ »^wi^nd jam^mers^". B^at they h^ave not proven
^s^u^ccessful^.
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*When *the *temperature *falls *to *f^ree^zi^n^g, *^we *^ha^ve *^fros^t^. *Then *the *fruit
*^gro^wer *will *have *to *t^ake *th^e *ch^ance *of *a *fro^zen *crop, *^- *or *^get *o^ut *h^is *^.^orchard
*^heater^s. *T^ruck *gardener^s *will *have *night^mares *of *the *d^emon. *^Frost *rid^i^n^g *do^«^
*o^n *froze^n *^whit^e *wi^n^gs *to *free^ze *the *^crops *th^at *^b^ri^n^g *hi^s *^br^ead *Then.hous^ew^i^Tes
*^rush *out *to *cov^er *the *flowers *with *^paper, *or *cloth- *anyth^in^g *to *prevent *free^z-
*^in^g^. *Coverings *of *met^al *mat^erials *sho^uld *not *^be *used *for *this *purpose *As
*^metal *radiates *heat *too *rapidl^y *and *^may *be *worse *than *no *covering *atall.

*^F^armers *are *interested *in *the *a^yer^a^ge^.^gro^win^f^i *season *for *th^eir
*t^erritor^y. *^The *aver^age *growing *^season *is *r^epresented *by *th^e *n^umber *^of
*^t^w^een *the *av^er^a^g^e *dat^i *of *th^e *^I^Q^«^». *^Vt^lli^n^e *f^rost *in *the *spring, *a^nd *the
*^d^ate *of *the *fir^st *killin^g *frost *in *th^e *fall. *This *growing *^se^ason *^i^nc^r^eases
*^«от *a^bout *100 *^d^a^y^s *ir^i *places *along *the *northern *borders *of *th *^Country *to *a^-^
*^tout *^2^UO *days *о^Гтоге *in *the *e^xtreme *south, *and *along *much *of *the *Cal^iforn^i^a^

*^a^nd *south *^Atlant^ic *coasts.

*^Kno^wi^ng *this^, *a *farmer *will *ch^oose *t^hose *crop^s *th^at *will *^g^r^ow^, *and
*^and *prod^uce *a *crop *in *his *territory *duri^ng *th^e *frostless *period. *For
*if *h^e *h^as *an *^s^v^er^L^e *^«ro^w^!^« *sea^son *of *1^20 *days^, *he *^will *^select *^c^ro^?s

*^g^row *a^nd *mature *in *somethi^n^g *le^ss *t^han *1^20 *days *time^. *Th^e *f^armers *^.^m^et *al^w^a^y^s^-^
*allow *for *the *chance *of *a *killing *fro^st *^co^ming *lat^er *t^ha^n *^^^^^f *^_^£^J^£e

*^sp^rin^g, *and *earlier *than *the *a^ver^age *in *the *autumn, *but *from *W^eather *B^ur^e^au *re^-^
*^cords *he *c^an *tell *^just *what *the *ch^ance^s *are *th^at *frost *^will *cease *by *a *certain.
*^late *in *spring *or *^occur *again *^in *the *fall. *^T^hat *is *one *reason *^^^J^£^e^™^*r^*^'^
*^q^uir^es *a *high *degree *of *good *^judg^ment *and *sound *common *sen^ee^, *and *why *the *far^m^-^
*^e^r *^or *the *gardener *should *know *the *clim^ate *of *his *locality.

*From *a *study *of *th^e *gro^wing *^sea^sons, *w^e *f *ind *th^at *fe^wer *than *90 *d^ays *ar^e^
*^available *for *profitable *farming *in *some *of *the *e^xtreme *north^ern *border^s *of *the
*^ea^st *and *centr^al *regions. *T^his *fig^ure *increases *to *210 *days *in *some *of *the
*^e^xtreme *southern *sections *of *the *country.

*No^w, *h^er^e^'^s *the *nub *of *it *all: *- *Find *out *from *your *^Weath^er *Bureau *^what
*t^he *^p^rofitabl^e *^growing *season *for *your *own *territory *is^. *Your *^»^«^*^*^%^"^« *^*^г^£^
*^b^low *or *h^e *will *fi^nd *out *for *you. *Then *deter^mine *what *crop^s *are *^ъ^"^* *^*^*tted^>^°^
*^y^o^ur *section. *Find *out *what *crops *^ar^e *most *profitable *in *your *t^erritory *^Ma^ke
*^u^*e *of *the *^w^eather *r^eports *- *especially *^the *storm *^and *frost *warnings^. *There
*a^r^e *many *stories *I *co^i^ELd *tell *you *of *saving^s *^made *by *fanners *who *were *wise *e-

*to *listen *to *weather *warnings^- *Here^'s *one *to *say *good *night *with:

*T^he *^weather *man *out *in *Landor, *^Wyo^mi^n^g^, *tell^s *of *a *sto^ck^ma^n *who *^^1 *led *^hi^m^
*^*P *on *the *^«phon^e *^o^n^e *d^ay. *It *was *l^ate *in *the *fall. *^J^u^st *abo^ut *^the *ti^me *^wh^en *^the
*^c^attl^e *are *brought *in *off *the *^s^u^mmer *ran^ges. *The *^stockman *asked *i^f *it *would *be
*^Di^sa^ble *to *move *his *^stock *in *to *the *ho^me *r^anch *at *once^. *The *cold *wave *^«^а^в^
*^*^*^s *b^eing *displayed *at *the *time. *The *weather *man *urged *the *rancher *to *^bri^n^g *h^is
*co^*^s *in *immediately, *by *all *means, *as *a *heavy *^snow *f^all *was *predicted *with *a *^.
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*^cold w^ave to follow in from ̂ 2^k to *^j^6 hours. So the stock^man ^«phoned post haste
to hi^s for^eman, tellin^g him to bring th^e ^stock in and to ̂ »^a^l^ce ̂ speed doing it.
H^e al^so ̂ a^s^ked the fore^man to ^'phone a neighbor and t^ell him what the ^w^eath^er
man had advised. The *fo^rm^an complied. He got the cattle in safely, a f^ew hou^r^s^
in ad^vance of a heavy snowf^all. The n^eighbor stockman pa^id no attention to the
warning^. *H^. *^sr^f^f^er^ad a heavy los^s ^and was del^ay^ed *^3 we^eks ^in *^™^^h^l *^^od^c.
He w^a^s comp^elled to feed throughout th^at period, involving an e^xpense he ^easily
could have saved, ̂ — ̂ had he listened to advice.

All of which is anoth^er way of *^sayi^^^ito *^Ъз *forw^arn^ed i^s to be forearmed.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^* ^*

ANNOUNCE^MENT^: You may hear the ̂ Weatherman^'s chat regularly at this period on
^Wedne^sd^ay^s. If you en^joy this f^eatur^e t^ell us so in a letter ^and we ̂ w^ill pass
the ̂ word ̂ alo^ng to the *U. *S. ̂ Department of Agricultur^e which P^ep^a^re s ^it for
^you. Your personal e^xperiences in using the weather for^e^ca^sts will b^e e^speci-
ally welcome. Perhaps ^it may be used on these progra^ms.
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