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^A^NNOUNCEMENT; ̂ Winds, rain, and the baro^meter Th^at^'s wh^at the *^T^Teather M^a^n is ^go-
in^g to chat about this ev^e^nin^g. His C^hat is a reg^ular ̂ Wednesday feature of the
*^U. *S. ̂ Department of A^griculture^'s radio service and is released ̂ each week by
Station
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*"^Шеп yo^u. ̂ want to do a little ̂ a^mateur weather forecastin^g, look to the
'^Wind^, the clouds^, a^nd the ^b^aromete^r. Those three ^are ^wo^rth ^more than ^'most
all other weath^er signs for t^he av^era^g^e ma^n1 1...^. said the *^"eather M^a^n.

^"^W^h^at a^bout the ̂ gro^u^nd ho^g,^, the moon, a^nd ^my ^Aunt H^ot^'s rheu^matism?^" I
^as^ked. ̂ "T^hey all cl^aim they^'r^e ri^ght. And I k^now a ̂ ro^man ̂ who says h^er nose itches
*^*^»hen i t ' s ̂ goin^g to rai^n.^"

^"Interestin^g, if true"^, he re^plied with a ^wink. ^"I also ̂ know a man ^who
^P^lants his ^potatoes in the light of the moon and believes that ̂ walkin^g under a
^ladder on ^Friday means 13 da^y^s bad luck.^"

"But every m^an doesn^'t have a ̂ baro^meter^11*, said I.
enou^gh.*"

*^I^'^T^-ho moon^'s common

^"^You ca^n le^arn to read the wind ^with a ^bit of practice"^, the m^eteorologist
^a^nswer^ed. "And there aren't ma^ny towns of a^ny si^ze at all in which, you won^'t find
^one or two barometers. Then, too, — the ^weather maps issu^ed by the U. *S.
^l^eather Bureau list the barometric readin^gs for each day in the year^. It^ 's a
^mighty small to^wn where you won't find a ^weather map ^posted some plac^e o^r a^nother.^"

^"Yea^h^", I scoff^ed. ^"But what do the readings me^a^n? Her^e, t^ak^e this ^we^ather
*^t^oap. Look at those wavy black lines. Map looks like a cr^a^zy ̂ quil^t *-^- the kind
^Grandma used to m^ake ̂ ba^ck in the days ^when they wore ear mu^ffs. *Ydu tell me thos^e^
^b^lack lines indicate the barometric pressure. All I see are.the lines a^nd th^e^
^fi^gures^; ̂ 30.0 — 29.9 — 30.1 — 29.8, and so on. Mean about as much to me as
^t^he Chinese war.^"

"Be patient — sit down a ̂ minute — a^nd I'll tell you a bit about it", th^e^
^l^eather Man said ^as he shov^ed a chair for^ward. I sat *do^r^r^t^i and ^waited.

"A barometer^'s an instrument that r^egisters th^e pr^es^sure of *th^q atmos-
phere^", he began^. ^"T^here are different kind^s, of course, — some of ..them are
*^rather complicat^ed instr^u^ments. I c^an^'t take time to describe barometers, but
^t^he usual wall baro^met^er has a thin col^umn of ^mercury within a glass tub^e. The
^Pressure of the atmospher^e is indicat^ed by the barometer in fi^gures which v^ary
*^&^t sea level from ̂ arou^nd 30.^20, ^and above, do^wn to ^about 29.80, or below^. Pressure
*^&^t sea le^vel in this country avera^ges about 30 inches.
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"All ri^ght. ^A falling baro^meter — in other ^words, a lo^w readin^g — ̂ gen-
^erall^y means fo^ul ^weather. This is ^especi^ally true ̂ when the ̂ wind^'s from the east.
^A hi^gh, or risin^g ̂ b^aro^met^er, ̂ generally s^pells a clear^-up or clear ^weather.
^And this is especially true ̂ when the wind^'s out of the west. ^'Wind from the
^West suits everyone ^best^', you know. A combination of ^wind and ^barometric read-
ings is th^e best ^guide we have to future ^weather.^"

"How does a low barom^eter cause stor^my weath^er?^" I as^ked.

"It doesn^'t", the weather man said. ^"A low barometer is the result of
certain conditions of the atmosphere that us^ually go ̂ with ̂ a storm, see? ^For in-
stance, if your ^barometer reads 2^9.80, a^nd if the wind1s right, that^'s an almos^t^
sure si^gn that you'll get foul weather mighty quick — to bo f^ollowed within
24 hours by a clear-up a^nd, in winter, by cold^er weather. If the tu^be reads
30.10, a^nd a fair wind^'s blowin^g, it mea^ns fair weather with small ch^an^ges of
temperat^i^l^i ^3, to continue for 1 or 2 days. In spring and s^ummer — in most parts —
a low baromet^er usually means ^rain and wind. *. In winter, snow or sleet. Of
course it depends on the geography.^"

*^"V^Jhat are these ^'areas of low b^arometric pressure^' that you chaps spea^k^
^about?^» I ̂ wanted to know.

^"^A^reas of lo^w barometric pressure are really whirlwinds of gre^at^er o^r less
^Ma^gnitude and intensity. ^That means, high winds *blo^v^/ing *a^nti-clockwiso inward
^into the funnel or circle. Areas of high pressure, on the other hand, are fea-
t^ured by westerly wind^s blowing spirally clock^wise and outward. See?^"

^"I think I do», said I.

"You see", he continued, ̂ "the air tends to sweep inward to the areas, of
^low pressure. And the wind directions produced by this tendency ar̂ e large^ly
^r^esponsible for all local weather signs. South *^v^dnds bring ̂warmth — *^îTorth
*^*inds cold — ̂ East ̂ rinds, in the middle l^atitudes, show the approach from the
^Westward of a low pressure area, a storm — and *Y^Test winds indicate that *tho
^storm has passed to the ^eastward. It varies som^e in summer and winter, ̂but

so very much.

"^From th^e Mississippi ̂and Missouri valleys to the Atlantic Coast — and
the ̂Pacific Coast — rain generally comes with a falling barometer. In the

Mountain ̂ and'^Plateau districts, and on the eastern ̂ Rocky Mou^ntain s^lopes,
rain seldom begins ̂ until th^e barometer start^s to rise after its drop. *^T^Toather
^know the variations in this rule and take account of thorn. ^For instanco,
varies some from summer to winter — as we know."

*"^ï^ïoll^", said I doubtfully still, "if all you say is tru^e, why can^'t ̂ we'
out some rule which will show ̂ just which ̂ barometric readin^gs and wind *dir-

*̂ Qctions mean stormy and fair w^eather?"

"Pretty hard to make the weather follow what yô u call ̂rul^es"*, the sky
replied. ^"But actually th^ere is something of a rule. Doesn^'t alwayŝ -̂
Usually it's pretty n̂ ear the truth, however.*. Taking *tho United Stat^es

a whole, wo can mâ ke out a ta^ble of wind and barom^etric indications â nd
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^what ̂ th^e^y moan. In fac^t, the ̂ Weather ̂ b^ureau has alrea^d^y m^ade s^uch a t^a^ble.
^Won^'t have time to ̂ giv^e the ̂ whole thin^g to you, but I can tell you parts of it.
Listen closely and ^I^'ll mention one or t^wo i^nt^er^estin^g situ^ations:

*^"^I^Tind direction, southwest to north^west; ̂ b^arom^eter ̂ 30.1 to ^30.2 and
steady; fair ̂ weath^er, with slight t^emperature chan^ges, for 1 or 2 days. *^!^7ind
direction, southwest to north^west^; ^barometer 30.1 ̂ to 30.^2 and risin^g rapidly;
fair, to be follo^wed within ^2 days by r^ain. ^Find direction, south to southe^ast;
b^aromet^er, 30.1 to 30.2 and f^alling slo^wly; rain ^within 2^4 hours. Same, ^with th^e^
b^arometer falling rapidly, means risi^n^g wind ^and rain within 12 hours. ^Wind
direction, southeast to northeast; barometer 30 or below, and falling slowly,
rain will continue .1 to 2 day^s. Sa^me, with barometer fallin^g fast, spells r^ain
^with hi^gh ^winds, followed, ^within 3^6 ho^urs, by a clear^-up and, in winter, colder.
^Wind south *^^p east; barometer, 29.8 and falling rapidly^, means ^a severe storm
comin^g, to/*lòllo^wed ^within 24 hours ^by a clear^-up a^nd in ^wint^er, ^by colder
weather, *^ï^ïind going to the west; barometer 29.8 or below and rising rapidly,
clearing and cold^er.

^"That^'s only part of the story. But I^'ll toll you the rest so^meday, if
you^-want to hear it.^"

I assur^ed the ^Weather Man I would a^nd b^egan to study th^e weather map wi^th
^n^e^w interest.

Before I say good night, I'd recom^mend that you do the s^ame.

*ooOoo
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