
*Chat^s *by *the *^Weather *Man Ŵed̂ . M̂ ar. 2̂ 3.
*^RE^L^EASE

*^HOT *^FO^R *PUBLICA^TION

*.^A^N^NOU^NC^EME^NT *; *The *^Weather *Man *^is *^goin^g *to *tell *his *radio *audience
*^about *the *fire^-^weather *^w^arni^n^g *service *o^f *the *Weather *Bure^au *this *evening^,^
*His *^wee^kl^y *chats^, *released *^by *St^ation *_ *, *are *a *re^gular *feature *of
*Uncle *Sam^* *s *farm *radio *service^.

*— *-o^oOoo *---

^Good fishin^g weather — for ̂so early in the Spring — so my friend, the
weather man, and 1, took a l^ong hike into the ^wo^ods. We were si^tting on ̂ a^
sun̂ -warmed ̂rock under a tall pine, fragrant and friendly. ^A small, timid
breeze nô w and then whispered through the branches^»

The weather man looked up throû gh the branches ̂-int^o the blue sky and sighed
d̂ eeply and happily.

*^"Jim n̂, said he, ̂ "this is great. ^Do you rem^e^mber what that good friend of
our forest^s, John *Muir, onĉ e sâ id?̂ "

^I pick^ed out a brown pine needle and chewed it reflectively. *^fNo, I don't
believ^e I d̂ ô ", said I.

^"The forest^s of Americâ *̂ *̂ , ̂ said *^Muir, 'however ̂ sli^ghted by man, m̂ û st have
b^een a great delight to ̂God, *^>for they were the best He ever plant̂ ed̂ '1̂ 1 »̂

^"Don^'t we ̂ still have beautiful forests^?^" I â ŝ k̂ ed,

^"^Why, y^es, ̂Ji^m^"^, the weather man answered. ^"But fires and carelê sŝ ness
and lack of conservat^ion mea^sures are r^apidly cutting down on thê m̂ » ^Tire, of
^cour^se^, is the gr^eatest *^ei^o^gle ̂menace of our fore^st^s^» ^The U^nited State^$^
*^ïorest Service ŝ ays tĥ at we have had 51 thoû sand fore^st firê s in this cô untry
in the lâ ŝ t ̂ 10 years. Fire ̂s^weeps an average area of IS millions acre^s every
^year in th^is country alone. More than 11 million acres of this ̂ are fores^t^
^l^end. The â n̂ nû al dam̂ age rune up to ̂ 20 millio^n.dollar^s a year ̂—^т outside ̂ o^f^
^the ̂dam^a^ge *do^;^:e to yo^u^ng forest growth, ̂w^atersh^eds *^.^^and other da^mage for w^hich
^w^e can place no *^v^p^Au^e in money. T^hink of it̂ !̂ "

I was s^urpri^sed, ̂ and showed it. Of cour^se I know that fore^st fire^« r̂ eap
a terrible harve^st every y^ear in the *U, *S,*, but ̂ I did^n't know it was *thi^ç^
heavy. *.

^"But that^*e not all̂ "̂ , continued ^a^y ^friend. *^Toreet fire^s are a gr̂ eat̂ ;̂
enê my of wild life^» game^, birds, and fish. The fire^s ^weep acrô ŝ s t̂ he nê ŝ tî n̂ ĝ
grounds of groû se and other ĝ ê me birds^, de s t rô ŵ î ng *.^<^4^|g^£^s and yô un̂ g bir^d^s»
^lires destroy the fora^ge on which, big game anî mâ ls *ì^i^*^e^, ̂When fir^e^s cô me ^l^a^t^e^
*^;n the Fall, big gam̂ e f̂ rê q̂ û ently dies of starvatio^n *^t^f^ee nê xt Wint̂ ê r. *F^ir^e^e^
^«poil the *fiehin^g — for ̂good *fiehin^g, a^s ̂«^very *^l^«^t^ta^f^c W^a^lton knô ŵ «, dé^pe^nde on
*^slear waters, *Firee leav^e the wat^er m̂ udd̂ y and dî rt̂ y, ^I^T Ŝ PORTSM̂ EN *O^NLT ̂KN^E^W^
^BOW BIRDS AND ANI^MA^LS A^RE DRIVEN OUT BY P IB̂ B— HÔ W *CO^V^E^R^ÎS *A^HD N̂ EŜ TS Â R̂ E -
*^J^E^S^T^ROYED ̂— AND ̂BO^W MUCH FOOD FOR ̂ WILD LÎ F̂ E ̂G^O^BS ̂UP. ̂I^S Ŝ MÔ K̂ E OF FOREST *^FIB^Ï8^,^
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*T^l^j^e ̂we^ath^er m^an ^stopped for a minut^e ̂a^n^d loo^ked of̂ f i^nt^o t̂ he ^woo^d^s^»^
^Then ̂he went on: ̂Tire^s destroy l̂ um̂ b̂ ê r — in̂ jure la^bor — ̂ kill industr^y ̂ —^
ro^b the communit^y — â nd incre^ase ta^xes^", he said^» ^"^A^nd the ̂ worst part of it
is^, 90 ^per cent o^f forest fires are caused b^y man him̂ ŝ ê l̂ f.̂ .. WH^E^N TĤ E AMERIC^A^N^
PEÔ P̂ LE STOP BU^RNIN^G THEI^R WOO^DED AREAS, THE SOL^UTIO^N O^F ̂ THE N^ATION^»S TIMBE^R^
Ŝ UPPLY PROBLEM ̂ WON̂ 'T BE ̂FÂ R Ô FF!̂ "

^"^Well, for the love of ̂ Pete, ca^n^'t ̂w^e do som^ething to prevent *this^| I
e^xclaimed^«

"̂ Whŷ , ̂sur^e^"*, said the ^weather ma^n con̂ fidentlŷ . ^"And some day forest
fire^s ̂are ̂goin^g to be a pretty ̂ scarce article. ^Fir^st, we^'ve g^ot to e^d^ucate
the ̂people as to the real ̂meanin^g — the real dama^ge — of for^e^s^t fireŝ .̂
Fir^s^*^», we^*v^e got to teach 'em how to ^behave in the woods. ^Л ^boo^k of eti^q^uett^e^
for cam^pers, see? ^Then, — and the ̂Forest Service i^s ̂already well under way
on this thing *•••^. the^n, ̂we^'ve got to develop still more our fire^-weather
warnings service of the ̂ Weather Bureaû "̂ ,

^"Do you m^ean that tĥ e ̂ Weather B^ureau can for^eca^st *f*ire^~weather?" I asked
in a^ma^zement^»

^"^E^xactly^"^, tĥ e weather *^ebserver replied»

"Sâ y *̂ ~ tell ̂m̂ e about it̂ . I^»ve already heard about the other̂ "̂ ,

The weather m^an leaned back ̂ against the ̂ friendly old pine tree and begâ n̂ :
^t

"^Most folks think th^at Summer^1 s the d^a^ngerous -^tim^e for fore^st fires.
That^'s not so. Spring and ^Fall ar^e t^he ̂ K^ör^et f^i^re ^R^easons, especially i^n^
th^e east^ern sections^. In Su^mmer^,th^e wood^s are g^ree^n with^Leav^es^. In ^Win^t^e^r^»^
snow ^and rain keep the ti^m^b^er ^wet. But in Sprin^g and ^Fall, it^'s ripe for
trouble,

^"Is^suing fir^e-w^eather forecasts isn't e^xactly a new thing^", h^e continued, *.*
^"At first, the regular ̂ d^aily forecasts w^ere used mainly by the forestry i^n^-^
ter^ests in the Pacific ^Coast Stat^es, Soon, howe^ver, w^e learn^ed more about
^their v^alue ^and *extendedthe service. ^At present^, the We^ather Bur^eau^'s fi^r^e^-^
^w^eather w^arnin^g servic^e is divided into seven districts. I could quote you
^u score of l^et^ters from men *v^/ho ̂ kno^w, t^elli^ng how valuable ^the s^ervice ac^t^ual-
^ly is^. There have been t^imes when *fir^e^^weather warnings^, issued by one or
*^oo re of these of fice^e, have ̂ saved ̂ damage^'to the forests mo^re than equal t^o ^the
^entire cost of the whole *forcast ̂ service^"^,

^"But ho^w do you i^ss^ue the warning^s^**^" I as^ked. ^"^h^at^'^s what get^s ^me^1,

^"^Depends somewhat on the region"^, he replied, "^The ^worst fires i^n^
^Was^hington and Oregon occur along ^with th^e dreaded east wi^nd^» ̂ Whe^n *e.ve^u^
moderately warm, dry we^ather comes before these east wind^s, conditions ^ar^e^
^caused which ^start fire^s ea^sily. And when they *^$tart ——*^J ̂ Even *hu^ma^f^t^
^efforts, ^well organi^zed a^nd vigorous, have a mighty hard time to ̂ stop *t^he^s^u
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Very o^ften the fires aren̂ 't put out until t̂ hê ŷ '̂ r̂ e d^estro^yed vâ ŝ t ̂ a^reas of
val̂ uâ bl̂ e tim^be^r land̂ .

^"If ̂we knô w ̂w^hat the ̂weather is toda^y — ̂ and what it will ̂b^e to^m^or^r^ow —
ove^r l̂ arge â reas in the forest re^gion^s^, we can p̂ ut e^xperience and scienc^e^
together and mâ k̂ e forecaŝ t̂ s of v̂ alue for the ^entire rê gion̂ » Tĥ ere are times
when the fire ̂h^a^z^ard i^s low and ̂ -fires f̂ eŵ . ^There are othe^r ti^m^es when fires
^bre^a^k out easily and spread rapidly — ^without apparent r^eason. ̂ W^e nô w knô ŵ
th^at this difference in fire *ha^zaras is ̂cau^s^ed ̂mainly by diff̂ erenĉ ê s in the
drying po^wer of the air from *time^\to time. *^ï^ïhen the air^'s dry, m^aterial
*dry^a out quickly and fires sta^rt1e^asily^* A foreknowled^ge, then, of the
humidity of tĥ e air will go a lon̂ ĝ *way toward a^ccurate fire^-weather forê -̂
Ĉ astin̂ ĝ , ^A^nd^, ^when the fi^res once st^art, this knô wled̂ ĝ e ̂ will ̂ h^elp t^o f̂ î ĝ ĥ t̂
^t^h^e fire already under ̂way.

^M^eteorolo^gi^sts ̂at the differ̂ ent weather and forest st^ati^ons in fir^e^
^areas mâ ke their daily obser^v^ations of wind, humidity, and ot̂ her ̂ w^eather con̂ -̂
ditions, ̂ with the ̂ aid of their instruments ̂a^nd the ̂ reports f̂ r̂ om other stationŝ .̂
Tĥ ey then drâ w up thei^r weath^er ĉ ĥ artŝ , about a^s all weather obs^ervers do, for
use in their own territory. Î 'v̂ e already told yoû , ̂Jim^, how *tho ̂ we^ather m̂ ap̂ ŝ
ar̂ e m̂ ade and how ̂ we ̂ ma^ke oû t d^aily observ^ations^» It̂ 's not so diff^erent in
fire ̂ area^s, e^xcept th^at ̂ we p̂ r̂ y speci^al att^ention to fire^-we^ath^er ̂ and learn ̂by
e^xperi^enc^e wh^at to ̂ e^xpect und̂ er cert^ain conditions^"^»

"̂I think ̂ I ̂ ŝ ee the idea^"^» ̂ ŝ aid Î .
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