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^AN^NOU^NCE^ME^NT: Ev^er^y^bod^y tal^ks abo^ut th^e ^w^eath^er, *s^r.id Mar^k Twain, ̂ b^ut
no^bo^d^y s^eems to do ̂ anythin^g abo^ut it. Th^at^'s *^-^nn old ^joke no^w, but it com^es in
h^andy ev^en no^w, onc^e in ^a whil^e^» But w^e ̂ wer^e ̂ just *^goin^^ to say ^that there'^s^
^SO^MEO^NE ̂ who do^e^s somethin^g a^bout the we^ath^er. THE U^NIT^ED ST^ATES ̂ "^B^ATH^E^R BU^R^EAU.
An^d this year ̂ we^'r^e ̂ goin^g to t^ell you ho^w i^n a series o^f Ch^ats by th^e ^We^at^her
^Man which will bo r^ele^a^sed by th^e United Stat^es ̂ Departm^ent of A^griculture every
oth^er ̂ Wedn^esday thro^u^gh Station *_, Stand ^by for Ch^at ̂ Numb^er On^e.

—*ooOoo—

Ev^erybody^'s ^still talkin^g about this y^e^ar's t^errible ̂ a^nd d^estructiv^e^
^Mississippi ^Riv^er flood^»

^E^verybody^'s wonderin^g if ther^e's *^eny wa^y to co^ntrol that ̂ great ̂ Fath^er
o^f ̂ Wate^rs and ^all his riv^er Children that add to his ̂ c^urr^ents th^at flow to th^e^
*eea.

^A^s *tho ne^wsp^aper men say, there^'s a ̂ goo^d story in ^Flood Control ̂ ju^s^t *^dow^j^
^Th^er^e'll D^O ^a ^good story in that for *во^г^а^э ti^m^o to co^m^e. And if it's ^a good
story for the p^ap^ers, it ou^ght to m^ake ̂ a ̂ goo^d r^adio chat for you.

^At least that^'s wh^at I thou^ght as I *c^li^mb^*^A the ^steps leadin^g to t^h^e^
offic^e of the ̂ leath^er ̂ M^an ̂ who has made a speci,̂ ?.̂ ! ̂ stu^dy of river stages, floo^ds,
^and es^pecially th^e Mississippi which is ^a st^u^d^y ^nil by its^elf.

I found the ̂ l^e^ath^er Man busy at his *d^«^ek^t

*^KG^rood ̂ morni^ng^", said I. *"^ï^ïe^'re still inter^est^ed in th^e *^f^f^lississippi
^Hoo^d^".

^"^Yo^u had ̂ & radio t^alk on that th^e middle of l^ast ̂ F^e^bruary^"*, s^aid the
^lea^ther M^a^n^.

"I ̂ k^no^w it^", I smiled, ^"but a lot has ha^ppen^ed sinc^e then. A^nd, whil^e^
I know that ̂ t^he ̂ Weath^er B^ureau c^an't v^ery wel^l ̂ $0 do^wn there ^and build l^eve^es
^to k^eep *b^ao^k ̂ th^e water, I *^dO^t know th^at you *wea^t^h^ar obs^ervers c^an t^ell about
*^;^When a flood's going to br^e^a^k. That's ^a might^y ^big help to p^eopl^e living ^alon^g^
^th^e rive^r^s, ̂ s^e^ems to ^me. I am told th^at th^e ̂ mo^ney v^alue of property s^av^ed *^r.s a
^R^e^sult of *^7^/eather Bur^e^au flood ̂ w^arnings ̂ amo^unt^e^d to *^Z^7 million doll^ars in th^e^

•^l^a^st ^Mi^ssissi^ppi River flood alon^g. Is' th^at correct?^"

^"That^'^s th^e fi^gure w^o c^ar^efully deduc^ed from our r^eports", ̂ the *^W^aath^e^r^
^Ма^л a^s^sured *m^«^,

^«H^a^v^e ̂ you a^ny ide^a wh^at th^e tot^al flood los^ses ^are?" I asked, knowin^g
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^m^os^t fol^ks ar^e int^er^est^e^d in total losse^s *al^tnost as much as in total ^gains,

*"^H^Then I refer to th^ese total *Idss^es^, ̂ 1 r^efer onl^y to this year^'s ^Mississip^-^
pi ^River floo^d^", ca^ution^ed the *^ï^ïeath^er Man. ^"^These fi^g^u^r^es are not the loss^es
r^es^ulting from all river floods in the history of the United Stat^e^s, mind you.
^T^his ye^ar^'s Mississippi ^River flood ^which incl^u^des floods alon^g its tri^butary
rivers, as well was c^ert^ainly the mos^t ^dis^astrous in our history. ^Now, about
the loss^es^» This flood caus^es miscell^aneous losses of 9^7 million dollars losse^s
to crops of 93 million dollars livestock loss^es amountin^g to ^23 million doll^ars

^'protection1 costs, ^30 million dollars^-—losses due to susp^e^nsion of ^busin^es^s
amounting to 46 million dollars. Thi^s m^ak^es a total of ^390 million dollars, a^p^-^
^pro^ximately. ̂ Now, since all these estimat^es *^nre *v^ury cons^erv^ative, and without
dou^bt too low, if you add t^wenty five ̂ p^ur cent to the total loss you will
^get a mor^o likely tot^al loss due to the ^Mississippi flood ̂ amou^nting to 363
million dollars^.^1^1

^"That^'s difficult to *velieve"^, I said doubtfully.

"It is u^ntil you kno^w that more than 18 millio^n acres of land ̂ wer^e floo^ded
by th^e hi^gh *wat^tr. That^'s 28 thousand s^qu^are miles. More than 4 million acr^e^s^
of cultivated l^and ^were flooded. O^ver 600 tho^usand p^eople w^er^e left hom^eless»
^That^'s mor^o people than there are in *^,the city o^f ̂ Washin^gton. Can you b^eliev^e it
^no^w^?"

"I c^an^", I d^eclared with ass^urance. ^"By the *^\^7ay^, is the^re *^?.ny way to find
o^ut how many peopl^e lost their lives in this flood?^"

^"Yes", th^e ^leath^er Man ̂ said. *^и^Т^7е *hav^o accurat^e reports that 3^13 h^um^an
^l^ives ̂ w^ere lost in the Mississippi flood. Ther^e ̂ would have ^been mor^e ha^d it
^not been for the fact that p^eo^ple ar^e p^ayin^g more attention to flood ̂ and ̂ weather
^forecasts and ^warnings^,^"

"S^ay^", I *gasp^od, "how long did thi^s flood last?"

"About seven months", the ̂ l^eath^er ̂ M^an told mo. ^"Hi^gh ^water on som^e of
th^e Ohio River tributari^es be^gan to be f^elt ^about the latter p^art of ^Dec^emb^er^,^
^1^9^2^6, ̂ And it was the last of July before th^e l^ast riv^er station reported that
^th^e flood ^wat^ers had gone *do^nn. Ev^en as lat^a as l^ast ^Au^gust, th^er^e w^er^e between
*^2^5,000 and 30,000 acres of l^and still *und^^r *^^ater in Loui^siana. ^And to make
^it ^worse, th^e ^wat^er carried s^and ov^er some land and it ^will be a lon^g time
^B^efore they farm that land ^a^gain^"*.

^"It looks like th^e *^V^/eath^er Bur^eau riv^er and flood s^ervice has ^just ^about
^* *y^oar^-1round ̂ job", ̂ sa^id I.

"Just *^n^bout"*. Th^e ^father M^an turned to a m^ap on th^e ^rail of his offic^e.
*^Ï ̂ noticed that th^er^e were mor^e t^h^an a thousand pins *-^v^r^ith colored head^s ^st^uc^k^
^into th^e map at various spots. Most of the pins *se^um^ed to b^o alon^g th^e
^Mis^sissippi Riv^er ^east of the Mississippi *i^'^uv^ur^-—and alon^g th^e *vall^oys of th^e
^A^rkan^sas and .^Colorado rivers. *,

*"^ï^ïh^at do thos^e pins me^an?" I ^asked.
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*^"Those *pins *show *the *loc^atio^n *^and *e^xtent *of *the *^W^eat^h^er *B^ureau^'s *flood,
*sno^wfall, *and *ic^e *service *m^e^asurin^g *station^s^", *h^e *told *^m^e.

*^"^Notice *th^e *s^Y^/ccp *of *the *pins *o^r.st *of *th^e *Missi^ssippi *^Rivor? *Th^at *in-
*^dicates *the *flood *^ar^eas. *^We *divi^de *^the *Unit^ed *St^at^es *into *66 *districts. *There
*^are *a^bout *1,000 *stations *sc^attered *over *the *N^ation. *^Wo *have *meteorolo^gist^s *at
*^each *district *stntion, *a^nd *there *are *o^bservers *of *one *kind *or *anoth^er *at *all *the *^L*^
*stations. *Th^e *districts *coverin^g *th^e *Ohio, *Cumberland, *and *Tenn^essee *riv^ers *---
*^a^nd *the *^Mississip^pi *River *--- *are *amon^^ *th^e *most *important. *^Now *l^ot^'s *take *a*
*p^articular *cas^e.

*^"You^'ll *remem^ber *the *^f^i^o^c^a^; *^at *th^e *lo^wer *e^nd *of *the *Mississippi *^about
*^Fe^bru^ary *1st, *no *doubt^. *^Well, *^leath^er *B^ur^e^au *men *were *^able *to *for^ecast *that *flood
*^from *10 *days *to *3 *^or *^4 *^weeks *ahe^ad *of *time^. *They *wer^e *able *to *forecast *the *tim^e^
*^o^f *the *flood, *and *the *extent *of *it *as *well.

*^"Le^t^'s *trace *that *fl^ood *do^wn. *Of *course, *up *in *the *s^mall^er *stre^ams
*^and *rivers— *in *the *mor^e *hilly *country *^where *th^e *water *flows *f^aster *and *where
*^n^umbers *of *small *^stre^ams *contribu^te *to *the *quantity *of *^water *in *the *main *str^e^am *---
*^*^Q *can't *predict *so *far *ah^ead. *There *was *^a *dama^gin^g *flood *last *^Decemb^er *^al^on^g *th^e *•*
*^T^ennesse^e *and *Cumberl^and *river. *P^erh^aps *you *remember *it. *That *same *flo^od *^was
*^P^assin^g *Vicksbur^j, *^Mississippi, *Janu^ary *29. *^W^o *predict^ed *it *^m^any *days *a^h^ead,
*•^A^S *th^e *risin^g *w^aters *^30 *al^on^g *d^o^wn *th^e *river, *it *becom^e^s *possible *for *us *to
*p^redict *the *comin^g *flood *farth^er *^and *farther *^ahead *and *with *^mor^o *and *more *accuracy.
*^I^t *is *an *ordinary *occurrenc^e *t^o^» *f^orec^ast *hi^^h *^w^ater *from *2 *to *4 *weeks *ahead
*^ot *^New *Orl^ean^s. *You *see, *th^e *risin^g *water^s *p^ass *on *d^^wn *the *river^« *and *as *they

*alo^n^i^"^» *^O^U^T *obs^ervers *me^asure *^and *^observ^e *th^e *m^ovement *and *tele^graph *^ah^ead.^"

*The *^Weath^er *^Man *paused *^a *moment *and *lo^oked *out *of *th^e *^window. *^"^Down *South^",
*^he *continued, *^"thousands *of *cattle *aro *p^astured *in *the *swamp *lands *wh^ere *th^ey *ca^n^
*^feed *throu^ghout *the *year *unl^ess *they^'r^e *driven *out *by *fl^oods. *^Floods *in *that *s^ec-
*^t^ion *arc *rather *frequent^. *So *we *issue *fl^o^od *^w^arnin^gs *often. *Th^o *^warnin^gs *^enabl^e^
*^t^he *farmer *to *d^rive *his *cattle *t^o *hi.^jhor *^gr^ound *and *to *provide *food *for *th^o^r^n *while
*^*^he *hi^^h *^water *cov^ers *the *pastures. *So^m^e *years *^З^ь^З, *before *we *or^ganiz^ed *th^e *flood
*^s^e^rvic^e, *^a *^gre^at *^m^any *cattle *^w^ere *dr^o^wned *every *y^ear. *^Now *losses *of *this *kind *are
*^^^a^re *and *very^'s^mall^, *^Fre^quently *in *the *l^at^e *Sum^mer *or *^early *^Fall, *som^e *cr^ops, *arc
*^l^ef^t *^standin^g *in *th^e *low *lands^. *Fl^ood *warnin^gs, *is^su^ed *s^ome *days *ahead, *s^end *the
*^D^o^r^m^ers *^to *th^o *fi^elds *t *^-j *harv^est *th^eir *^endan^gered *crops." *•

*^"Not *to *m^ention *the *lives *th^ese *^war^nin^gs *^sav^e^", *I *a^dded.

*The *^T/e^ather *^Man *^w^e^e *m^odost *about *his *r^eply *t^o *this. *"^Well, *^we *do *the *b^est
*^*^° *can^", *ho *e^aid. *^"^We^'r^e *pu^blic *serv^ants *^and *try *to *use *our *^ability *^and *r^esources
*^*^o *the *best *^advanta^ge^".

*"^None *of *us *can *do *^more *th^an *th^at", *I *^s^r.id. *"^And *by *the *w^ay, *I *h^o^ar *th^at
*^v *the *^whole *cost *^of *tho *"^le^ath^er *^Bur^eau^'^s *^work *in *^a *ye^ar *^wore *distribut^ed *equ^ally

*tho *pe^opl^e *of *tho *Unit^ed *Stat^es, *it *would *cost *e^ach *person *^only *th^e *price
*^a *two^-con *t *po^sta^g^e *stam^p"^»
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^"^T^h^at^'s about ri *,^J^n^W *, tĥ e *^T^Toath^er ̂M^en ̂s^ai^d as ̂ h^e ̂ started to ô p̂ en ̂ an
official-lookin^g l^et^t^er. ̂ "Not ̂ v^er^y ̂ muc^k ̂ und^e^r t^h^e circumstances, is it?^"

"It^'^s ̂ н^у opinion that t^wo c^ents *^Could^ï^f *t ̂buy mo^re^"^, saî d I as I said
^good-^b^ye and ̂ left hi^m busy at *^v^/ork^..

—*-ooOoo

.^A^N^NOU^NCE^M^ENT: Lat^er on in th^e y^ear, *^Unc^l^t^f Sara'^s *^ï^ï^cat^a^er ̂ Men are ^goin^g^
^to t^ell you. mor^e a^bo^ut their ^work^. ^Frost ^warnin^gs, avi^ation weath^er s^ervice,,
^ho^w to for^ecast the *^'^.^veather, *v^/eath^tr *si^^n^a, ar^e onl^y a f^e^w of th^e thin^gs these
*^Ю^еп ̂ will describe for you.. R^em^e^m^b^e^r, the ̂ Weat^h^er Ghats ^will com^e ^ev^ery other
^Wedn^esday at this hour, bro^adc^ast by Station *.
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