
CHATS ̂ BY THE *^7,^-^EATH^SR ̂M^A^N

(̂ NÔ T F̂OR P̂UBLIĈ ATIÔ N̂ ^

Ŵednesday, F̂ê b. 22̂ .

*^M^UQ^U^N C^EME^NT ; *Е^т^т^огу Мал His O^wn *^7^/eather Observer. That^'^s what the *V/eather
Man is *^,^:T,oin^£; to talk about today in his rê ĝ ular bi-^weekly chat released ̂ by
th^e *U, *S. Depart^ment of ^A^griculture^. So^me bad ^si^gns an̂ d also so^me ^good ones

come in for ̂att^ention by this expert observer, so plea^se stand by.

*ooOoo

^"^My Aunt *Het has it all fi^gured out *" said I to the Weather Man as
we sat in his office the other day, talkin^g about this and that.

"Yô ur Aunt *Het has what fig^ure^d out?^" as^ked the *ÏÏ. *M.*, putting the ac-
cent on the ̂ what*.

"When it^'s going to rain", I said with a ̂ wink. ̂ "^When her nose itches^,^
it^'s ^going to rain. She says it never fail^s to ̂ work".

^"In that ca^se *v^/e^'d better ̂ give her nose a ̂ job in the weather office^",
the ̂ Weather Man smiled.

I laughed right out^. "̂ Yoû 'd have to give Aunt *Het a ̂ job, too^", I said.
"But ^my Cousin, ̂ Bill ̂ White, says his rheumatism tells him ̂ when wet weather^'s
on the ̂ way^".

"Interesting, if true", my friend said. ^"I knô w a man ̂ who plant^s his
potatoes by the light of the moon â nd ̂ believes that walking under a ladder on
^Frida^y means 13 days of hard luck̂ ".

^"Yeah", I ̂ dra^wled.

^"Say, John, let^'s be serious", th^e *^Ï^Ï. *M. *^eaid. ̂"When you want to do a
little amateur ̂ weather forecasting, look to the w^ind, the clouds, and the
barometer. These three are ̂ worth more to the average mâ n than mo^st of the
other ^weather signs put toge^ther^" 1̂.

"But every man doesn^'t ô wn a baro^meter", said I. ̂ »^We can all see ̂when
the moon changes".

^"^Will you ever be serious^]" ^he e^xcl^aimed. "You can learn to read the
clo^uds and the ̂ wind with a bit of practice. And there aren^'t ̂ many towns of
any size a^t all that don^'t bo^as^t at l^east one ^ba^ro^meter. Then^, too, the
weather maps issued by the U. *S. Weather B^ureau list the barometric readings
for each day of the year. ^Follow these. It^'s a mighty small to^wn ̂ where you
^won^'t find a ̂ weather mâ p posted one place or another".
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^"S^ure^", said I^. ̂ "B^ut ̂ what do the readi^n^g^s mean^? Here^, take this
weat^her map for instance^» Lô ok at those ̂wav^y ̂black lines. Map looks like
a cra^zy quilt the kind ̂Gra^ndma u^sed to make ̂ back in the days ̂when ̂we ̂wore
ear muffs and had wâ x fruit in ̂glas^s ĉ â ges in the parlor. You tell ̂ me those
^black lines show the ̂ barometric pressure. All I see are the lines run^ning
ever^y ̂ which way and the figures at the ends of them *30-point-zero; *29-point-
*9-30-point-l, and so on. They mea^n a^bout as much to me as astrology."

^"Be calm", said the *^W. *M. "I don^'t e^xpect YOU to know everythin^g all
at once^. Sit down a minute ̂ and I^'ll tell you something about those lines.

^"^Now, a barometer^'^s an instrument that registers the pressure of the
atmosphere. There are different kinds of barometers ̂ just as there are dif-
fér^ant kinds of ̂ weather, and none of them are very complicated instruments^,^
except the automatically recording ones. I can^'t take time no^w to e^xplain the
mechanics of a ̂ barometer, but the usual ̂ wall barometer has a thin colum^n^
of mercury inside a glass tube. The air has weight which is termed as pres-
sure^. The hei^ght of the mercury inside the tube balances with this pressure
of the atmosphere. A cô l̂ û mn of mercury thirty inches high, about balances
the normal atmosphere^'s pressure at sea level^.

^"All right. ^A falling barometer in other ̂ words, a low reading
generally means foul weather. Thi^s/especially true when the wind^'s from the
east. A high, or risin^g barometer generally spells a clear-up or clear
weather. And this is particularly true when the ̂ wind's out of the ^west. '^Wind
from the west suits everyone best^', you k^now, *^ï^ïell, a com^bination of wind
and barometric readings is the best guide ̂ we have to future weather^".

"How does a lo^w barometer cause stormy ̂ weather^?^" I w^anted to know.

The *^ï^ïeather Man smiled again. "It doesn^'t", he said̂ . "A low barometer
is the result of certain con^ditions of the atmo^sphere that usually go with a
storm. Do you understand? A falling baro^meter doesn^'t cause a storm, John.
A storm comin^g causes a falling barometer. ^For instance, if yô ur barometer
reads *29-point-8 inches and if the wind's right, that's an al^most sure si^gn
that foul weather^'s ̂ just around the corner. This condition, this kind of
^storm, is usually follo^wed within 24 hours by a clear-up and, in ̂v^anter, by
cold^er weather. If the tube reads *30-point-l and a fair wind^'s blowing, it mean^?^
fair weather with small changes of temperature, to continue for one or two days.
In spring and summer in most parts of the country a low barometer usually
means wind and rain, and in ̂ winter, sno^w or sleet. Of course it depends on
the ̂ geography^".

I had a question I *v^/anted to ask at this point. "̂ What are these areas
of low barometric ̂-^pressure that you weather men talk about?"

"Areas of low barometric pressure are really whirl^wi^nds of greater or
less si^ze and intensity, John", said t^he ̂«^V. *M. "That means, high winds ̂blow-
ing anti-clock^wise inward into the funnel or circle. Areas of high barometric
pressure, on the other hand, are featured by ̂ winds blo^wing spirally clockwise
and outwa^rd, see?^"
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^»I ^think I do^», said I^.

^"Yo^u see^", he w^ent on, ̂ "^the air tends to s^weep in^ward to the areas of
low press^ure. And the wind directions produced ̂ by this tendency of air to
see^k lo^w pressure areas ar^e largely re^sponsible for all local weather si^gns.
South winds brin^g ^warmt^h north winds ̂ bring cold east winds, in the mid-
dle latitudes, show the approach from the ̂west^ward of a lo^w pressure area,
or a storm and ̂ west ̂ winds indicate that the stor^m has passed to eastward
and ̂ that a clear-up is in order. It varies so^me in sum^mer and winter, but
not so very ^much. ^The rule remains a^bout the same^".

^My fri^end went on ̂ with his e^xplanation^. ^"^Prom the M^ississippi and
^Missouri valleys to the Atlantic Coast and also on the Pacific Coast
rain generally comes ̂ with a falling barometer. In the ̂ Rocky Mountain â nd Pla-
teau re^gions, and also on the eastern Roc^ky Mou^ntain slopes^, the rain seldom
begins until the barometer starts to rise after its drop. Weather men know
the variations in this rule ̂ and take account of them. The condition also
varies ̂ some from summer to ̂ winter, as ̂ we know^".

^"Well^", ̂I said, ̂ »if all you say is true^, why c^an^'t ̂ we make some hard-
and-fast rule ̂which *v/ill show ̂ just which baromet^ric readings and wind direc-
tions mean stormy ̂ weather ̂ and which m^ean fair weather?^"

^"^Pretty hard to make the ̂ weather follow ̂ what you call rules", the sky
reader said with a smile. ^"But really there is something of a rule. Doesn^'t
always work^-— no rule do^es, seems to ^me. Usually it^'s pretty near the
truth, though. Taking the United States as a whole, ̂ we can make out a table
of ̂ wind and barometric indications and what they mea^n most of the time. In
fact, the ̂ Weather Bureau has already made such a table and has been following
it for more years than you have lived^"^,

I blush^ed modestly.

^"I ̂won^'t have time to ̂ give you â ll the details^", he ̂ went on, ̂"^b^ut I
can tell you the main ̂ parts of the matter. Listen closely and I^'ll t^ell you
what certain barometric reading^s and ̂ wind directions mean as a ̂ g^eneral
thin^g—

^"^Wind dir^ection, southwest ̂ to northwe^st and barometer reading *30-point-
1 to *^30-point-2 and steady, m^ean^s fair weather ̂ with slight temp^eratur^e changes
for one or t^wo days, *^ï^ïind direction, southwest to north^west, b^arometer 30-
*point-1 to *30-point-2 and rising fast^, means fair, to be follow^ed within t^wo
da^ys by rain. *V^.'ind direction, south to southeast, ̂ barometer *30^-point-l to
*30-point^-2, and falling slo^wly, rain within 2^4 hours. Same wind directions,
â nd the barometer falling fast, means rising wind and rain ̂ within 12 hours.
^Wind direction^, southeast to northe^ast, barometer *30^-point-^zero or belo^w^, and
falling slowly, rain will continue one or two days. Same, ̂ with barometer
falling ra^pidly, sp^ells rain ̂ with high winds, to be follo^wed ̂ within 36 hours
by a clear-up and, in ̂winter^, colder ̂ weather. ̂ Wi^nd south to ea^st, barom^eter
*29^-point-8 and falling ra^pidly, mea^ns a severe storm comin^g, to be followed
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^wit^hin 2^4 hour^s by a clear-^up and, in ̂ winter^, b^y colder ̂ weather. *^7^/ind blo^wing
into th^e west, barometer *29-point-8 or ^below and risi^n^g fast, m^eans clearin^g^
^weather and colder".

"That^'s a ̂ good thing to know^", said I. ^"And I^'m going to take your
advice and *v^/atch the weath^er naps and the barometer ̂ and ̂ wind from now on^".

^"Oh, I^'ve given you only part of the story^", said the ̂ Weather M^an, ̂ "b^ut
I'll be glad to go into the matter further some day if you want to hear it".

I assured my friend that I would and said good^-day.

^-—*ooOoo

A^N^NOU^NC^E^MENT; Another CH^AT BY ̂THE *,^/EATHE^R МА^И, ta^kin^g up another interesting
phase of the weather ̂ and its ways, will be put on the air by Station
on *V^u'ednesday, March 7^. Don^'t forget. *^~
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