
CHATS В ̂ У ̂ TH^E W^E^ATHER M^AN.

(^NOT ^FO^R *FUBLICAT^DN)

^Wed., Ja^n. 25

AN^NOU^NC^EME^N^T*': More infor^ma^tion on th^e ^Weather Bure^au^'s special ^weather ser^vice
for farmers. That^'s ^what the Weather Man is ̂ goin^g to ^tell Station *^»s
radio listeners tod^ay. If ^you don^'t h^app^en to ^be a farmer, you^'ll pro^ba^bly
find that this information is interestin^g to townspeople too. Most fol^k^s^
haven^'t heard this story before. Please stand by.

*ooOoo

Spê â kî n̂ g ̂ as the man who ̂ make^s the ^weather— â l̂ t̂ hoû gh I really don^« t
have a thing to d^o ̂ with that I ca^n tell you fol^ks ô û t the^re that ̂ we weather
men think we kno^w ̂ what parts of ̂ Weather B^u^reau ̂ work you're most familiar ̂with.

The many p^erfectly welco^me 'phone calls we get every d^ay help us to
read you^r interests^.

^For e^xa^mp^le, ̂ just the other d^ay I got a call from the chairman of a
commit^tee that ̂ was plan^nin^g a ̂ big farmers^' social affair. It s^eems that the^y^
were going to have e^xhi^bits and thei^r wives ̂ were going to serve hot coffee ̂and
hot food for the men in order to m^ake the affair a big success. You kno^w,
women have it all figured out that no gatherin^g of men is successful ̂without
food. ̂ A^re they right?

^Well, anyho^w^, this chair^men wanted to know s^ev^eral ̂ week^s ahead ^what
the chances were for good w^eather that i^s, clear weather^-— on the day set
for the big doings. He told me that many of the men wouldn't turn out if a
bliz^zard came up or if it rained or if it wa^s too bla^me cold. ^They had set
the ̂date ̂for ̂Jan̂ uary 23.

^What did I tell him? ^Well, I told him that a definite foreca^st could
not be ^made so f̂ â r in advance, but I asked h^im to call me again in 1^5 minutes.
T^hen I went to the ̂ records for about 25 years back and found that in that
^particul^ar co^mmunity the ̂ latter part of Jan^uary usually had been clear and
rather crisp. I told ̂ the chairman when he called me back that the chances
^were in favor of a good da^y. It happened that the ̂ weather was fai^r.

^Now^, listen. W^e hope you won't all call your weathe^r offices and ask
for too many pro^phecies of thi^s kind. Average^s for a ̂pa^rticular pla^ce and
period of ti^me are determined from ̂ what actually *occured in many years of the
past. If the record ̂show^s that there were more ̂ good day^s th^an hard ones the
chances are more in favo^r of a ̂ good d^ay— that is all. Our records for the
years past ar^e mighty helpful â nd ̂ we're al^ways ̂ glad to ̂ bring them out for your
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use, but s^u^ch record^s are not dependa^ble for a reliable forecast.

But, I particularl^y ^wanted to tell ^you a^bout sno^w charts toda^y^— and
flood predictions— and o^ther special services o^f the ^Weather B^ureau^.

Have you ever seen a s^no^w chart? It^ 's really a blan^k map of the United
States on ̂ which specialists in the *Y^'eather Bureau plot, or ^set do^wn, the sno^w-
fall over dif ferent parts of the ^Nation. ^These charts are ^gotten out every
^wee^k durin^g the ^winter months, from early in ̂ Decem^ber to late in March, say.
^All you have to do is to look at this map and you can tell at a ̂ glance ̂ where
in the United States the sno^wfall is heaviest. Also ̂ where i t ' s lightest, ^a^nd
also ̂ where there^'s no s^now at all. Areas having ̂ come sno^wfall are shaded in
red. A ^glance at the map a^bout this ti^me will show that the sno^w bl^a^nket is
very thick in some parts, especially in the ̂ mountain^s, and very, very t^hin in
others. ^The maps also sho^w the depth of ice on r^ivers and other bodies of
water. *^\Vhat good are the m^aps? ̂ Me^li^, if you had to travel a lot in the ̂ winter
time— if you were engage^d in the ice cutting business— or in the manufacture
or sale of goods affected by such conditions— if you ̂ were a captain of a river
or lake steamer— if you were a farmer who depends a lot on this winter ' s snow
to furnish ne^xt summer^'s water for hi^s c^rops, you^'d k^no^w ^what good they are.

Then, ̂ we mustn't forget the fruit gro^wer in today^'s talk. In the old
days, the fruit gr^o^wer ^just took the ^weather as it came. I^f a frost came late
and fro^ze the blossoms on his fruit trees— or if it came early and spoiled
some of his fall crop— he ^just gritted his teeth and probably made a vo^w that
he^'d never raise fruit or truc^k crops a^gai^n as lon^g as he ^live^d. You'd doubt-
less find him doing business at the old ^stand the very next year— and making
good at it. ^Farmers are like that. But no^wadays i t^ 's dif ferent. ^Nowadays,
the *orchardist insures himself against frost damage with smudge pots in his
orchard, or else by actu^ally takin^g out frost insurance. If he uses the smudge
pots, the weather observers at his local o f f i c e tell him when he^'d better light
up. If he insures his c^rop a^gainst frost by actua^lly taking out a financial
i^nsurance policy, th^e weather men supp^ly the insurance company with figures
and records, so ^it^'s about the s^ame in either case. It 's al^l service to agri-
culture *.

Maybe you didn't k^now about this matter of ^weather insuranc^e. Hail
insura^nce is really the oldest kind of distinctly weather insurance in the
United States. It^'s written in large amounts in those States where hail
damage is likely. Perhaps you di^dn't know that the total hail insurance prem-
i^ums paid in the Un^ited States in 192^4 amounted to about for ty mill ion dollars.
Most of that sum, I imagine, went to ag^riculture,

^Windstorm and tornado insurance is another promisin^g side li^ne of
fire-insura^nce companies, Ann^u^al premiums paid out no^wadays ^amount to some-
thing li^ke thirty ^million dollars in this country alone.

Then there^'s rain insurance. It d i f fers from other f^orms of weather
ins^ura^nce in that it doesn^'t cover property d^amage. Rain insurance is *desig-
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*^nô^â ̂ to cover events mai^nly— ball ̂ Ba^r^nes, pri^ze fi^ghts^, open-air conc^erts—
*v^/hich depend on public patrona^ge for their s^uccess. Some of the policies
cover no more than three hour^s, but that^'s plent^y long enou^gh for a man to
ma^ke a lot of money in a bi^g public affair. Fair mana^gers and retail stores
advertisin^g special sales often take out rain insurance.

^Damage by lightnin^g is generally covered in f i re insurance, but there
arc certain freak types of insuranc^e that might also be of interest^. ^For in^-^
stance, a motion picture company takin^g *snov^; scenes once *^t^;ook out some insur-
ance to protect itself in case it didn^'t sno^w.

^Modern, scientific farmers are insurin^g their crops ̂ when they con^sider
it a good investment to do so. ^That decision, of ^course, is up to the farmer.
Up-to-date methods of scientific farming are ma^king it possible for far^mers
to take a goo^d many of th^e ha^zards out of their business that ha^s so long
been hazardous^. I t ^ ' s likely that crop insuranc^e ^will go still further in
giving fan^ners still more peace of mi^nd. ^The study of climatic factors in
certain areas enable^s th^e farmer to even choose the regions ^where he ^wants
to gro^w the crops he is interested in. That study also ̂ makes it possible
for him to decide ̂ whether to insure his crops by smudge pots or commercial
insurance ^policies or both, it s^e^ems to me^.

During recent years, the ̂ Departm^ent of ̂ A^gricult^ur^e ha^s *^£о^п^г into this
matter of crop insurance ^with a lot of car^e. So have a number of foreign
countries^. In fact, some countries have gone so far as to put direct ̂ govern-
mental supervision over insurance companies that insure crops against ^weather
damage*.

That reminds me. I was also going to mention f lood insura^nc^e^. A. man
would think that not much can be done to re^gulate the flo^w of grea^t rivers^.^
But it is possible to determine somethi^n^g about how much ̂ wat^er there^'l l ^be
in those rivers at d i f ferent times from year to year. The men ̂ who operat^e^
the dams and locks along the Ohio river^, for e^xample, are interested in
^knowing about the rise and fal l of that r iver. Without some such knowledge,
the operation of the lock^s and dams is conducted with great di f f iculty and
sometimes ^with great loss. Operators of electric power plants along the
rivers also ^want to kno^w ho^w high the ^water ^will be in dif ferent years and
durin^g different seasons in the same year. The farmer also wants to know if
that river is likely to overflo^w its ban^k^s ^and endan^ger his crops.

Ho^w do the river e^xperts in the *^ueather Bureau ^wor^k? ^Well, the quan^-^
t ity of water in a river dep^ends to a very large extent on the qua^ntity of
rainfall in the section of th^e country through ̂ which the stream f lo^ws. ^For
the purpose of aiding navigation, electric power men, and farmers^, the
*V^<*^cathc^r Bur^eau carries on special ^water-supply studi^es. *V^/cather men measure
the annual rainfall and then make special surve^y^s *^\,hich ̂ prove mighty valuable
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to a large ̂ num^ber of people livi^n^g in the territories serve^d ̂ by the streams.
Havin^g these fi^g^ures before them, and *knov^/in^g the ha^bits of the p^ar^tic^ular
riv^ers studied^, *tho experts arc us^uall^y abl^e to predict very ^accurately the
a^mount of rise and fall of ^waters in these rivers at given times^.

Our ti^me is up so we^'d better si^gn off, But Î 'd li^ke to say that, the
^Weather Bureau ̂ will b^e gl̂ ad to answer any questions you mi^ght ^want to ̂a^s^k on
the wor^k of the Bureau a^nd how it câ n ̂ be of *increaeed help to farmers an̂ d̂
others. Just s^end them in. Ano^ther *V^/eather Chat ̂ will be released on ̂ Febr^uary
8. ^Watch fo^r it.
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