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CĤ Â TS ̂WÎ TH ̂THE *WÊ Â Ï̂ K̂ Ê R ^R^EL^E^AS^E ̂Frid^a^y. ̂A^u^g^ust *8^j^,^J.9^30^.

^K^O^T *^Ж^Ш ̂P^U^BLICA^TIO^N

Ŝ̂ p̂ eâ kî n̂ g .̂ Tî me t̂ 1̂ 0 M̂î nutes

*^A^H^HDU^NC^EME^NT; ̂And no^w for ô ur chat ̂ wit^h the weather mâ n. Since the d̂ â wn
of ̂h^u^m^an lifê , the weather has ̂ been an import^ant ̂s^u^b^ject to man^» Those
of us li^ving the most sheltered e^xistence use it as a con^versational stop̂ -̂
ĝ â ĝ . But the e^x^perts of the United States ̂ Weath^er Bû reau hav^e evidentl^y^
*Ъе^оп tollin̂ g our old frî en̂ d, *ОЪ. *Sorv^or, how fol̂ ks ̂act ̂wh^ere *tho *woathor
som^etimes ris^es to *Ъ^е a much liv^eli^er topic. ^— You t̂ ell us a^bout it̂ ,̂
^Mr^. O^b. Server. ——

^*^*^*^*^*^*

^Y^e^s. It is true. For som^e peopl^e, the *woathor re^ports *soom the
mild^est, dullest sort of n̂ ê ws.

That is n^ot *tho caso on our Southeastern and Ĝ olf coasts^, At
l̂ eâ st̂ , ̂n^o^t ̂w^h^e^n a ĥ urriĉ an̂ e is ĉ omin̂ g.

*lir̂ , I. *B. *Tannohill, of *̂ f̂ che ̂For̂ ecast ̂Divisiô n̂ , ̂of *tho ̂United States
W^eather Bû reau, tolls mo, that ̂ at such tî mes, *tho crowds ̂around *^W^oathor
Bureau offices and bulletin ̂bo^ards lo^o^k like thos^e during *tho World Series
base-ball ^games, or *tho cro^wds getti^ng *tho r^eturns from ̂ a h^otl^y-contested
^electi^on.

^Folks *litor^ally como to *tho *Woather ^Bureau ^offices in *tho thr̂ eat̂ -̂
ened area by thousands, Mr. *Tan^nohill says, ̂ and tĥ e tel^ephone calls run to
a *^bundrod tĥ ouŝ â nd and ̂oft^entimes more. ̂ M^any people k^eep maps on ̂ which they
chart tĥ e path ̂ of storm as it com^es ̂ en. ̂ As *tho hurric^an^e gets n̂ ê arer and
nearer, *th^o cro^wds ̂ about the bulletin boards *get^"^bigger and bigger.

*^E^ailroad and ̂st^eam^s^hip ̂and oth^er business inter^ests keep mon at
*tho *Woather Bu^reau offiĉ es t^o k^eep them *^advisod as to *tho pr^o^gress and path
^of *tho *о^и^-coming ̂hurricane.

You ̂ ŝ ee, hurricane^s â r̂ e big, sloŵ -mô vin̂ g ̂stor̂ m̂ ŝ « ̂That fact,
coupled with the fact that t̂ he Ŵ eat̂ ĥ er Bureau g^ets rep^orts by radio from
^ves^sel^s at sea ̂ and f̂ rom a *n^u^p^ber of ̂ statio^ns sc^attered thrô û gh tĥ e ̂ We^st
Indie^s, ̂ makê s it po^ssible fô r tĥ e f̂ or̂ ecâ st̂ er̂ s tô * issue w^arning^s f̂ rô m two
to t̂ en days before the hurri^cane ĥ î t̂ s ô ur coâ st. T̂ housan̂ ds of liv^e^s and
millions of dollars worth of propert^y *ha^vo been sa^v^ed ̂ by those war̂ nings.



*^w ̂U^- ̂-
In fact^, Mr. *Tann^ahill sâ yŝ , tĥ e lo^ss is ̂alò^* ̂of^te^n *^g^t^oator ̂at interior points
than on the coast, ̂beca^u^se tĥ e people in t̂ hè mòre ̂ exposed pl̂ â ces *^h^o.v^*i ̂be^co^m^e^
ĥ urricanê -̂ wise.

K̂nô wing the ĥ û rricane is co^ming ̂for *ĉ tâ ĵ r̂ a ̂aĥ ê ad'̂ * ̂folks ̂al̂ ô ng tĥ ê
ĉ ô ast ĝ ê ner̂ all̂ y ĥ â ve pl^enty of time to ĝet thems^el^ves â nd th^eir ̂ gô ods â nd
chattels to places of safet̂ ŷ . ̂ Even ̂ wh^en a ĥ urricane ap̂ pê â ls ŝ û ddenl̂ y â nd
moves ̂un^usually fast for a hurric^ane, ther̂ e ar̂ e hours after the *^W^a^f^ûi^f^-^Д ̂i^s^
receiv^ed to protect property and sê ê k a place of safety.

*^J^Y^-om Cape *Hatteras alon^g the So^uth Atlantic and ̂ Gulf Coasts to
*Broun^sville, Te^xas, the Weather Bureau maintain^s *^J^.ore than one *hu^ndied di^splay
sta^ti^ons^, ̂ T^hose stations display re^gular storm ̂w^arnings, as well as the
comparativ^ely rare hurricane signals. T^wo red flags ̂ with ̂ black cent^ers flo^wn
one a^bove the other is t̂ he h^urric^ane sig^nal by d^ay, and three lantern^s^, one
white between t^wo red, hu^ng one above the other, is the ̂hurric^ane *sig^n^pl *^b^*^j^
nî ght*.

^Mr^. *^Tannehill was telling me of a little su^mmer colony co^mmunity
of ninety frail frame hou^ses in an e^xposed locality, which found itsel^f in
the pat^h of a hurricane on compar^atively short notice. As soon as he got
the notice, the *displayma^a stationed n^earby raised the hurrica^n^e flag-sign̂ al
over his motor-cycle and did a ̂Paul ̂Revere to that Colony.

The people i^n those frail hous^es respon^ded promptly. Th^ey rê â lî zed
that under such circumstances the corr^ect form of hurric^ane ̂eti^qu^ette was
e^xpressed by Lady ̂ Macbeth, wh^en she said, ̂ "Stand not upon the order of your
going^, out go at onĉ e.̂ " ^Eighty^-^eight of thos^e nin^ety houses w^ore comp^ì*^-^îto^ïy
destroyed by the hurrican̂ ê . But the inhabitants had ̂ all been saved^; ̂ all but
two old colored *pooplo^, who refus^ed to heed the signal^»

The sendin^g of hurriĉ ane ̂ Paul ̂ Reveres by motor cycl̂ e and *automo'^h^*"1.e
int̂ o i^s^olated *comm^unites is the plan followed in many cas^es. ^Warnings â r̂ ô
also f̂ lashed to thoŝ e in danger by tel̂ ê grapĥ , telephone, ̂ and r^adio, *^l^ne^v^"-
*pap^ors publish the ^warning. ^Each Ŵ eather B̂ ureau offiĉ e m̂ aintains a li^st of
those to bo ŵ arned. In towns and citi^es, *polico and fire d^epartment^s *^ti^d î n̂
spreadin^g the n̂ ews ̂ and^, i^n many plac^es, the cha^mbers of commerco m̂ aint̂ aî n̂
standing committees to cooperate with tĥ e Weatĥ er Bureau in h^elping hurricane-
proof their communiti^es.

St^eamship comp̂ anî es ̂ either *koop boats in port, or ̂go *^aho^nd ̂but
*ta^ko advant̂ aĝ e of the ŵ arnî n̂ gs broadcast by radio in dir^ecti^ng tĥ eir co^a^rse,
so as to minimî ze the dâ nger.

^R^ailroad com̂ panî es oft^en run sp̂ ecial trains to carry folks ̂ and
freight back from low s^ections to higher ground. Tĥ at is ̂esp^ecially neces^sary
som̂ e pla^ces to avoid tĥ e so^-called "tidal̂ -wavê " which Mr. *T^a^nn^ohill *s^c.ys is
no tidal *W^P.VO at ^all. The hurricane do^es pile up tĥ e wat^ers of the *oce^rn or
the ̂ Gulf of Me^xico in ̂adv^anc^e of its cent^er, ĉ ausing high tides in *tho b̂ ayŝ ,̂
and *inlots, and river mouths^, and over *tho low coast country. But tĥ at *ri^e^o^
of *wator is s^eldom sudden and ov^erwhelming wall of wat^er such as wo usû ally



thî nk of as a tid̂ al wâ ve. Thè riso ̂of *wato^r is ̂usu^all^y ĝ râ d̂ û al̂ 'at first^; *^_It
^gets to mountin^g fast^er as *tho *contor of t̂ he storm ̂g^ets nê â r̂ ê r̂ , ^but tĥ ere is *^'^,^
^alwa^ys plenty of time for the inĥ â bitâ nts to m^o^ve to higher *gfou^nd if they
h^eed the ^warning. In som^e sm̂ all commu^nities, trains ĉ arry practically e^very
inha^bitant away from his home to higher groû nd.

Other precautions ̂ta^ken are the bô ardî n̂ g up of windows to ̂ke^ep out
the wind; hustling merchandise in stor̂ es on low grô und to the rooms ̂ "^a^bov^e;
removing ob^jects from the tops of buildin^gs when it looks as if they might be
blo^wn off and hurt somebody i^n the street below^. *^T^O^ien the storm gets*^^viole^nt
the electric light is cut off to prev^ent electrocution by bare electric wires^.

^Another very important thing^, folks al̂ on̂ g the southern coast country
have lear̂ n̂ ed and that is to build more sturd^y houses, with stronger fr^ames of
heavier timber. ̂ Few houses built to withstand a hundred mile an hour ̂ wind
are dam^aged by the averag^e hurricanê .

Liv^estock often presents a very troublesome problem^, in a hurricâ nê !̂
Sometimes *tho damage is heavy. ̂ Mr. *Tannehill m^entioned one case on *tho coast,
wher^e *tho habit of cattl^e of rû nning with the wind led to the loss of a *her^,d
of ŝ ev̂ eral hundred head. *^Tho wind chanĝ ed suddenly and st^arted blo^wing oû t̂
to sea, and the du^mb, driv^en brutes waded right out into *tho bay and ̂wore
drô wned̂ . Because of the prompt precautions now tâ ken, based on *tho radio
report and hurricane warning system of the ̂ Weather Bur̂ eaû , peopl^e along our
South ̂ Atlantic and ̂ Gulf Coasts now feel ̂ much greater sec^urity from the threats
of tropical storms. Not only that, but Mr^, *T^annehill s^ays, *tho people in *tho
int^erior aro now beginnin̂ g to take more serious heed of *tho Weather Bureau s
hurricane warnings.

^*^*^*^*^*^*

*^A^MOU^NCEME^NTi ̂Forewarn^ed s^eems to bo forearmed along our southern coast.
Wo aro warning yô u ̂v^ili right now, if you don̂ 't want to hear som^ething inter̂ -̂
esting on *tho weatĥ er ^—^— W^ell, anyway, old Ob. Server will give us another
chat with *tho weather man this timo two weeks from today. These chats come
to you through *tho coop^eration ̂of Station *. ^with the ̂Unit^ed States
^D^epartment of A^griculture of which the United States Weather Bur̂ eau is a p̂ art.
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