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Speakinzg Time: 10 Minutes

ANNOUNCEMENT: And now for our chat with the weather man. Since the dawn
of human life, the weather has been an important subject to man. Those

of us living the most sheltered existence use it as a conversational stop=—
gage. But the experts of the United States Weather Bureau have evidently
been telling our old friend, Ob. Sorver, how folks act whorc the weather
sometimes rises to be a much livelier topics =-= You tell us about it,

Mro Ob. Servero e
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Yos. It is true. For somo peoplc, the weather reports scom the
mildest, dullest sort of nows. '

That is not the case on our Southoastern and Gulf coasts, At
loast, 1t whuen a hurricane is coming.

Mr. I. R. Tannchill, of the Forocast Division, of tho United States
Weather Bureau, tolls me, that at such times, tho crowds around Weather
Bureau nffices and dbulletin boards lonok 1like thosc during the World Scries
base~ball games, or the crowds getting the roturns from a hotly-contestod
clectinn.

Folks liltorally como t» the Woather Burcau offices in tho throat-
ened aroa by thousands, Mr. Tannchill says, and the telephone calls run to
a hundred thnusand and oftontimoes more. Many people keep maps on which they
chart the path of storm as it comes ~n. As tho hurricanc gets nearer and
nearer, the crowds about the bullotin boards get bigger and biggor.

Roilroed and stoamship and othor business interosts koop mon at
the Weather Bureau nfficos to kocp them advised as to the progress and path
nf the ou=coming hurricane.

You see, hurricanes are big, slow-moving storms. That fact,
coupled with the fact that the Weather Bureau gets reports by radio from
vessels at sea and from a nupber of stations scattered through the West
Indies, makes it possible for the fprecasters to issue warnings from two
to ten days before the hurrisane hits our coast. Thousands of lives and
millions of dollars worth of property have been saved by those warnings.
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In fact, Mr. Tannehill says, the loss is foW ofﬁén gteator at interior points
than on the coast, because the people in thé modre exposed places havh become
hurricane-wise.

Knowing the hurricane is coming for dags dhead; folks along the
coast generally have plenty of time to get themseltes ahd their godds and
chattels to places of safety. Even when a hurricane appears suddenly and
moves unusually fast for a hurricane, there are hours after the watnirs is
received to protect property and seek a place of safety.

from Cape Hatteras along the South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts to
Brounsville, Texas, the Weather Bureau maintains nore than one hundred display
statlons, Those stations display regular storm warnings, as well as the
comparatively rare hurricane signals. Two red flags with black centers flown
one above the other is the hurricane signal by day, and three lanterns, one
white between two red, hung one above the other, is the hurricane signel Wy
night.

Mr. Tannehill was telling me of a little summer colony community
of ninety frail frame houses in an exposed locality, which found itseli in
the path of a hurricane on cofiparatively short notice. As soon as he got
the notice, the displayman stationed nearby raised the hurricane flag-signal
over his motor-cycle and did a Paul Revere to that Colony.

The people in those frail houses responded promptly. They reallized
that under such circumstances the correct form of hurricane octiquettec was
expressed by Lady Macbeth, when she said, "Stand not upon the order of your
going, out go at once." Eighty~eight of those ninecty houses were compl2tely
destroyed by the hurricane. But thc inhabitants had all been saved; all but
two 0ld colored peoplc, who refused to heed the signal.

The sending of hurricane Paul Revercs by motor cycle and automor:’e
ints isvlated communites is the plan followecd in many cases. Warnings arc
also flashed to those in danger by telograph, telephone, and radiocs. Newe-—
Papers publish the warning. Each Weather Bureau office maintains a list of
those to be warned. In towns and cities, policc and fire departments eid in
spreading the news and, in many places, the chambers of commerco maintal.
standing committees to cooperate with the Weather Bureau in holping hurricane-
proof their communities.

Steamship companies either kcop boats in port, or go ahead but
take advantago of the warnings broadcast by radio in directing their coucse,
so as to minimize the danger.

Railroad companies often run spocial trains to carry folks and
freight back from low soctions to higher ground. That is especially necessary
some places to avoid the so-called "tidal-wave" which Mr. Tannchill seys is
no tidal wave at all. The hurricane does pile up the waters of the ocern or
the Gulf of Mexico in advance of its center, causing high tides in the bays,
and inlots, and river mouths, and over the low coast country. But that rise
of wator is seldom sudden and overwhelming wall of water such as we usually
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think of as a tidal wave. Tho rise of wator is usually gradual at first:e It
gets to mounting faster as the conter of the storm gets nearer, but therc is '
always plenty of time for the inhabitants to move to higher ground if they
heed the warning. In some small communitiss, trains carry practically every
inhabitant away from his home to higher ground.

Other precautions taken are the boarding up of windows to keep out
the wind; hustling merchandise in stores on low ground to the rooms above;
removing objects from the tops of buildings when it looks as if they might be
blown off and hurt somebody in the street below. When the storm gets violent
the electric light is cut off to prevent electrocution by bare electric wires.

Another very important thing, folks alcong the southern coast country
have learned and that is to build more sturdy houses, with stronger fromes of
heavier timber. Few houses built to withstand a hundred mile an hour wind
arc damaged by the average hurricane.

Livestock often presents a very troublesome problem, in a hurricaqé
Somctlmes the damage is heavy. Mr. Tannehill montioned one case on tho coast,
where the habit of cattle of rumning with the wind led to the loss of a herd
of scveral hundred head. The wind changed suddenly and started blowing oub
to sca, and the dumb, driven brutes waded right out into the bay and wore
drowned. Bocause of the prompt prcocautions now taken, basod on the radio
report and hurricane warning system of the Woather Burcau, poople along our
South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts now fecl much greater seccurity from the threats
of tropical storms. Not only that, but Mr, Tannchill says, the people in the
interior aro now beginning to take more sorious heed of the Weather Burcauls
hurricane warnings.
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ANNOUNCEMENT: Forewarned secms to be forcarmed along our southern coast.

Wo arc worning yourall right now, if you don't want to hear somothing inter-
esting on the weathor =—e- TWoll, anyway, old Ob. Server will give us another
chat with the weather man this time two wecks from today. These chats come
to you through the cooporation of Station with the Unitod States
Dopartment of Agriculture of which the United States Weather Burcau is a part.
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