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T̂ wo red flags ̂ with black centers, flown one above the other,
^is the *U^. *S. Weather Bureau signal a hurricane is coming. We are not
going to run up those flags. We just want to warn you. Here comes old
Ob. Server. Fro^m the way he is bree^zing in, he must have a gale on his
mind, at least^; if not s^omething stronger. Well, Ob. What's new
in weather, this ti^me? ̂ —

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*

More and better weather reports^]

T̂ hat seems to be the motto of the U. *S. Weather Bureau.

^Ri^ght no^w, the prospects look good for our ̂ getting reports direct
fro^m the ̂'ho^me of the hurricanes.'

Mr. C^harles *L^. Mitchell, the hurricane e^x^pert, has ̂jus^t *b^sen telling
me about t^his ̂ most recent development.

It *se^e^n^e thô se ^terrible trô piĉ al blo^ws which someti^mes hit our South
Atlantic and Ĝ ulf States in the s^u^mmerti^me come a lon̂ g way. We call them
^West In^dian hurricanes. But ̂ Mr. Mi^tchell has been going through old weather
reports ̂fro^m shipŝ . He has traced most of the big hurricanes of the past
to th^eir starting points. He has found that they generall^y start near the
Cape Verde Islands, just a little ̂ way off the west coast of Africa.

Portugal ô wns those islands, and ̂ maintains two weather reporting
stations â nd one short wave radio station there. ^Now, the Weather ̂ Bureau
hopes to *^i^uake a^rrange^me^nts by which we câ n get *v^/eather reports from the
Cape Verde î slandŝ , ̂fro^n which our forecasters can detect the very ̂beginning
of tropical cyclones ̂ which may str^ike our coast a few days later.

The Cape Verde Islands ordî narily have a very even tem^perature, the
direction and speed of the wind there is remarkably uniform. There are no
rains during the ̂ greater part of the year. ^When any little change ha^ppens
near the Cape Verde Islands, Mr. Mitchell saŷ s, it is ti^me to ̂ watch out.
A hurricane may be st^arting west on a rampage, swinging a little to the
nort^h as it goes.

Ordinarily^, we don^'t get w^ord of a hurricane until it gets ̂ bear tĥ ê
Wî nd̂ ward Islands in the West Indies. That is plenty of time, for warning
fol̂ ks in the ̂ Gulf States or the South Atlantic coast. The winds which for^m^
these ̂g^reat *^wirl^winds blow at a terrific rate around the center of the storm,
but the storm as a whole *trav^.els for̂ ward in low gear, as it were.

However, for ô û r f̂ ol̂ ks in Porto ̂ Rico and sô me of *tho other outlying
î slands, radio ̂weath^er re^por^ts from the Cape Verde Islands off Africa ̂will



^be a ̂bi^g help. ^T^hose r^eports ̂ made pos^si^ble ̂ by Port^u^gal ̂ will al̂ so in̂ -̂
crease ̂t̂ he area of o^bservation for our ̂ weather men. T̂ hê y m̂ ay add mû ch
to ô ur knô wled̂ ge of the ̂ w^ays of hurricanê s in general̂ .

Once a tropical cyclo^ne ̂ gets nea^r the ̂ West Indies, it has to run
the ̂ga^ntlet of ̂Weat^her ̂Bureau stations located on nearly every important
islan̂ d in the great chain of islands ê xtending from ̂ Florida to South ̂ Anerica.

Besides the^se fi^xed stations frô m Trinidad and *B^arb^adoe^s to the
big islands, of Haiti^, and *Ja^maico, and Ĉ ubâ , ̂m^a^ny ships plyin̂ g the ̂ waters
of t̂ he *Cari^yean send in rê ĝ ular ^weather reports^.

^Prom all thes^e report^s tĥ e forecaster^s can locate tĥ e center of the
hurricanê , â nd plot the direction â nd ̂ rate at ̂ which it is moving.

^The least air pressure and the strongest wind^s ̂ are r^ecorded ̂by
weather instruments ^nearer the center of the hurriĉ anê . Tĥ at oftê n mâ k̂ es
it ̂eas^y to locate the heart of t̂ he *h^nrricane from a very few reports^, â nd
some^ti^mes from a sin̂ gle report.

Pr^edicting tĥ e ê xact path this t̂ ê rrific ^whirlwind will tâ l̂ ee as it
slowly ̂ moves on its destructive way i^s not *^eo easy. ̂ Figurin^g out the
curv̂ es ̂ the p̂ ath of a tropical cyclone will make^, Mr̂ "̂ ; Mitchell tells me is
an a^gonizin^g ̂ job.

*^ï^ïe ̂kno^w in a general wâ y t̂ hat ̂ most ̂ of oû r ̂so^-call^e^d ̂West Indian
hurric^anes move w^est^-northwe^st ̂ and then ̂g^enerally recurve to ̂ the north
and ̂ oast. But each ̂storm path is different. Just ̂wher^e or when, the
cyclone ̂ will châ nge its direction depend^s on the conditions it meets ̂ at
the tî ne. *Tho for^ecaster m̂ ust b^o arm̂ ed not only ^with the facts in tĥ ê
r̂ ê gion of the storm itsel̂ f̂ , but ̂ must have b^efor^e him the ̂ w^eather map ŝ how-
ing what is ah^ead of the storm^, â nd ̂ what ̂ will be aĥ ead t^w^elv^e to fortŷ -̂
eight hoû rs after ho *makos the for̂ ecâ st̂ *

As ̂ we said̂ , a ĥ û rriĉ ane ordinarily travels west-north^we^st tĥ en
swings nort̂ h and oast. Last ŷ ear̂ , hoŵ ê v̂ er, *ono of thos^e highly individû al
cyclones was moving alon̂ g in the orthodo^x way. ^Then it turned in its
tracks and went southwest through the strai^ts of ̂ Florida. ̂ That was so^mething
no hurricane was ever known to do before. To make matters worse for the
forecaster^, the ̂ wireless station at ̂ Nassau went down in the storm^, ̂and
there were no other reports from near the center of the big bloŵ . The
forecaste^r^s had to practically feel th^eir way to the probable path of that
erratic hurricane in order to warn people who might be in the way. There
were no shî p reports to ̂ he had. ^Although the ̂ Weather Bureau gets rê ĝ ular
reports frô n a gr^eat m̂ any ship̂ s, ̂ when the ĥ urricane is in progress^, th^ere
are very *fe^fr ̂ships near the stor^m path, to report. Most of them t̂ â ke wâ rnin̂ ĝ
from t^he for^ecast^s and either stay in port or change their courses so as
to dod^ge the stor^m.

One of the bi^g difficulties often f̂ aced by t̂ he forecaster is in not
ĥ avin̂ g enoû ĝ h r^e^ports^» That is ê sp̂ ê cially trû e in ^oases where the hurricane
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*kee-^j>s o^n *^£oing ̂ wes^t î nto t̂ he ̂ wester^n. Cari^b^bea^n Sea b^efore it ŝ wî n̂ gs nort^h.
Âfter t̂ ĥ e ̂ stor̂ m ̂ p̂ asses t̂ hrô û ĝ h t̂ hat chain of stations in tĥ e êastern Caribbean̂ ,̂
it is ̂ har^der to ^follo^w. ^There are fê ŵ er isl̂ and or lan̂ d stations ̂ west of
Cu^ba b^y ̂w^hic^h to nap its ^mov^ement.

^T^h^e bi^g h^urrican^e months are Jû ne to October^, ̂ with most of thê m̂
starting from the Cape *Voi^-de Î slands i^n ̂A^u^gust. In fact^, Mr. ̂ Mitc^h^ell
has foû n̂ d that no *tr^c^nica". c^yclone of hurricane intensit^y has e^ver reach^ed
our Ĝ û l̂ f or ̂ Sout̂ h Atla^ntic coast î n â ny of the oth^er sê ven m̂onths of the
year̂ .

And it is in^terestin^g and important to note tĥ at no Stat^e has ̂ an
â verâ ĝ e of one hurricane a year. But, as ̂we all know, one ĥ urricane
can spread a lot of death ̂ and destruction in its path. ̂W^arnin^gs sent out
by the U.S. ̂Heather ̂B^ur^eau frô m twelve to forty-ei^ght hour^s in adva^nce,
ho^wever^, enâ ble mâ ny to ̂ get the^mselves and their goods to places of safety.
Much of t̂ he loss of life often co^mes from fol^ks ̂just ̂"takin^g a chancê " in
spite of ̂ warnin^gs. Other û nnecessary losses co^me from failure to build
houses strong ê nô û gh to stand the ̂pre^ssure ̂when the wind ̂get^s up to 100 to
1̂ 35 miles a^n hour̂ . ̂ Few ̂ wel^l^-constructed buildings coll^apse in a hurricane.
^The flimŝ y ones are the dangerô û s o^nes^«

However, as our e^x̂ posed southern coast is fast growin^g in population^,^
and ̂ nore houses are built^, and more ships ply the waters nearby, the
great ^hurricane war̂ ning syst̂ em of the *Ü. S^. *^ï^ïeather Bureau is becoming
increasin^gly î m̂ portant. ̂B^a^di hurricanê '̂ s path mus^t of n^ec^es^sity be for̂ e-
cast on the basî s of report^s of co^n^dition^s at the tî m̂ e. T̂ he r^esponsibilities
are trê men̂ dô us. A^s ̂Mr. Mit^c^hell ̂ says, the hurricane forecaster doesn^'t
occupy an̂ y bed of rô sê s.

*^*^*^*^*

*Let^'s *hope *^that *any *hurricane *whic^h *^starts *our *wa^y *will
*s^pend *its *ener^g^y *in *r^ain *befor^e *it *hits *us. *^We *want *to *be *on *hand *to *get
*th^ese *c^hats *^wit^h *the *weat^her *man. *T^hey *co^m^e *once *every *tv^ro *^we^eks^* *In
*pr^ese^ntin^g *the^m^. *Station^. *_ *is *cooperatin^g *^with *t^he *United *State^s^
*D^epart^m^ent *of *A^griculture.
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