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CH^ATS *Г^71ТН ̂ THE *^Т^ОЕЛ^ТК^Е^К MA^I^L ^R^E^L^E^ASE ̂ Friday^. May 30. 19^30.

*ТТ! *Come *ri^ght *in, *^f^or. *ОЪ. *Ser^ver *I *^-^-^- *Sit *ri^g^ht *do^w^n. *Tell *^us
*more *^about *t^he *work *of *the *U. *S^» *Weather *Bur^e^au. *Our *folks *^ha^ve *^been *e^x^-^
*pecti^n^g *^you. *The^y *cou^nt *on *you *^bei^n^g *here *to *chat *with *them *once *every *t^wo
*weeks; *^so *start *right *in^. *^— *^Where *have *you *^been, *since *last *ti^me? *-- *^-^-•^*-^'

*^*^*^*^*^*^*

^Fell, I've been talki^n^g with Mr. *J. *B. *Kincer. He has been tailing
me a^bout how ^Uncle Sa^m keeps us posted on the effect of the we^ather on the
crops. ^Mr. *Kincer is in charge of the D^iv^is^io^n of ̂ A^gricultu^ral Meteorolo^gy
of ̂ the *^U. *S. Weather Bureau. That is th^e ^^vision which collects the crop
^wea^ther r^e^ports from all over and gets us *tn^e last ̂ minute word as to what the
w^eather ̂ h^as been.

Th^at's a mighty i^mportant service too. Of course, everybody knows
what *l:ind of weather he has ^just had in ^his nei^ghborhood. But how about the
other fellows growi^ng the s^ame kind of crops? ̂ W^hat kind of weather did t^hey
h^ave?

If ^we didn^'t have some way of getting a reliable a^nd accurate picture
of ̂ w^hat the weather affectin^g crops has been, *r^u^nors would be rife. ^False
r^eports *mi^&ht be started by unscrupulous speculators. Market prices for
farm stuff might be forced down without real cause. Mr. *Kincer s^a^ys ̂ t^h^at one
of the main ^purposes of crop weather services is to *stabalize the m^arket by
fore^stalling ̂ any *r^u^no^r^x^s which may get abro^ad.

True, the r^e^gul^ar monthly Crop ^Reports issued by the U. *S. Depart^ment
of ^Agriculture serve that end. But these daily and weekly ^r^eports of crop
we^ather fill in betwe^en those re^gular crop^-conditio^n reports ̂ and forest^all
f^alse *r^i^mors ̂ which might oth^erwise disturb the m^arket in between ti^me. You
know ̂ a ̂ whole lot can h^appen to your crops during a lon^g critical gro^wing month.

^Mr. *Kincer tells me the Weather Bureau h^as t^wo of these services for
*koo^pin^g f^arm^ers and oth^ers informed about ̂ we^ather conditions as they aff^ect
farmin^g. One is a daily wire service. The other is the once a we^ek Crop ^an^d^
*^Woatl^ier re^port cov^erin^g the ^weather for the past *weok over the ^entire country.

The daily s^ervice is maintain^ed durin^g th^e growin^g season in the Grain
^-^-and Cotton regions. Th^e Cor^n and *^W^neat section is divided into thirteen d^i^s^-^
tricts and t^he Cotton Belt is also divided into thirteen districts. Each

morni^n^g in addition to the re^gular Weather Bur^eau r^eports, ^each of t^he district
c^enters ^gets speci^al ̂ tel^e^grams giv^in^g ^the details as to rainfall^, and t^e^m^p^er^a^-^
*tur^e, ̂ a^nd th^e like from a ̂ sp^e^cial co^rp^s of observers scatt^ered throu^gh each
district.

^Those o^b^s^erv^ers are *^looal men^, who h^ave b^een equipped with sta^ndard
^w^eath^er instr^u^men^t^s. ^Ther^e ar^e about 500 of th^em in th^e Grain and Cotton.



^Re^gio^ns, *^v:ho coop^erat^a ^with the ̂ Weather *Bur'^o^à^U *ì^f^t *t^b^is way. The^y ha^ve to
m^a^k^e *,?.n o^bser^vation each da^y ^and file a tele^gra^m^* ̂ (^t^h^ey ar^e paid t^went^y^-five
cent^s for each o^bservatio^n.

^Those o^bservations m^erely, su^pply the ^detailed fi^g^ures as to act^u^al
^weat^her conditions^. ^The effect of the w^eath^er o^u the chief crops in all parts
of ^the c^ountry is noted in the s^um^ma^ries ^given in the other service called
the *^T^Tee^kly ̂ Weather and Crop Ser^v^ice. The machinery fo^r getti^ng out t^hat
*highly^-i^r^r^oorta^nt ̂ we^e^kly s^ervice is even more interesti^ng. Mr. *^Kincer says
the c^hief feature of it is its up^-to^-d^at^eness. It is the l^ast minute ^word
on ̂ wh^at t^he ^weather has ^been durin^g the pa^st wee^k, as reported *Ъу a l^ar^ge
n^um^ber of ^Le^ather-Crop correspondents in e^ach State.

A ̂ We^ather^-Crop corres^p^ondent on a farm in the ^Mid^dle West or on t^he
Pacific Co^ast will note ^whether the ̂ weat^her has *^t^ree^n favora^ble or unfavora^ble^!^
i^n his s^ection^, too ^wet o^r too dry^, *duri^r^g the past week. He ^will m^a^r^k th^e^
*post-c^r^.rd he has *Ъееп given for t^h^at purpose ^and drop it in the m^ail Mond^ay
*^aft^orn^oon^. ̂ The in^fo^r^mation on that post-card will *Ъе c^om^bin^ed with *th^rt on
*thous^.^-^xn^ds of other post^-cards from thousands of other *^v^/e^ather^-crop^-corre^-^
*s^pond^ents. ̂ The whole will ^be s^um^mari^zed, ^and printed^, ̂ and given out in
printed form ^at the he^a^dq^u^art^ers of the U. *S. We^ather Bur^e^au ^at W^ashin^gton,
*^D. *C. at ten o^'clock shar^p Wednesday morning.

Of course, such s^peed wouldn^'t b^e possibl^e if the cards ̂ wer^e ̂ mailed
^direct to ^Washin^gton. ^These crop w^eather reports are s^ummari^zed and th^e^
s^um^maries r^elayed to the ce^nt^ral office from variou^s Stat^e centers ^by tel^e^-^
*gra^v^ih. The State centers a^lso publi^sh the *s^u^n^mary of the ^weeks weather and
its effect on crops in th^at State made up in ̂ som^ewhat greater detail fro^m thes^e^
same *^T^>ost^~>card reports.

There are different cards for different parts of the co^untry^, because
the *cro^n^s ̂ in different parts are different. ^T^hat the ^weather of the wee^k did
for or ^agai^nst the wheat or corn or oats or cab^bage or ^what not is chec^ked on
the cards. If the farmer correspondent cooperating in this ̂ work is ̂ toro f^ar
a^way fro^m the State center for his ^card mailed ̂ Mo^n^d^ay afternoon to r^ea^ch the
central ^Feather Bureau station of the Stat^e over ni^g^ht^, ̂ h^e is in^struct^ed to
mai^l to the neares^t ^weather b^ureau station^, from wh^er^e a ̂ s^ummary is sent to
the St^ate ce^nter by wire. ^All the reports sho^wi^n^g conditio^ns u^p to ^Monday
^afternoon m^u^st be in the State early Tu^esd^ay morni^n^g.

^Each St^ate or section center th^e^«must ma^ke а *su^o^m^ary for the entire
St^a^te ^and forw^ard it to the central office at Washin^gt^o^n by wir^e. It must
b^e in *^T^f^cs^Mn^gto^n not l^ate^r th^an Tuesday noon. Some s^ect^io^n center^s ^h^ave up
to 1500 *^re^f^\ther^-Crop correspondents to s^upply a co^mpl^ete pi^ct^ure of ^we^ather
i^n t^he St^ate.

T^he we^ath^er^-crop corres^ponden^ts *^r^n^h^ke *t^bjo^ir reports free of ch^arge.
Th^ey ̂ g^et nothing fo^r th^eir t^rouble. T^he whole service is on a cooperative
basis^, ̂ Mr^. *^Kincer ̂ says^.

But while these ^r^eports give ^a c^o^mplete pict^ure of th^e w^eath^er as it
has aff^ected crops in this country that is not the ̂ whole story^. To completo
the *^-^oictur^o^, the Weath^er Bureau ̂ e^x^c^h^a^n^ge^e infor^matio^n ^with *mote^rological



^-3-

*ser^vices of ̂ Ar^g^entina, ̂ .Cana^d^a, *E^n^£^j.and, *^ïndia, a^nd A^ust^ralia d^u^ri^n^g the
gro^wi^n^g season ^in thos^e co^untries w^hich pr^od^uce crops in comp^etition ^wit^h^
o^urs. Those government ^weather s^er^vic^es sw^ap crop^-w^eather with our Weather
Bur^eau^, and their reports ar^e included in the ̂ Weekl^y Crop and Weath^er ^Reports
*is^r.uod each ̂ W^ednesda^y at Wash^in^gton. This giv^es an *^iip to the minute ^birds
*^e^yo *vio^w^, ̂ as it ^were, of ̂ weather and crop conditions for most of the ^principal
*a^gricultur^olcountries of the world^.

So ^you s^ee it t^akes ^quite an ^ela^borate system of information to keep
*dov^m. *v.^'ild ̂ we^ather talk which might up^-set mark^ets a^nd h^urt prices.

^*^**^**

*A^F^.IO^U^H^C^B^u^El^T^T: You ĥ av̂ e ̂ just list^ened to the *rogul^ar chat ̂ with th^e wê ather
man presented *Ъу Statio^n *. These chats ̂ are presented *Ъу this St^ation
in cooper^ation with *tho United St^ates Dep^artment of A^gric^ulture^. *^Tuno in on
^another of those talks two weeks from tod^ay.

^/^M^M^/
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