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*^T^his *is *o^u^r *t^ime *^to *c^hat *^wi^th *^t^he *^weat^h^er *m^*^n^. *O^ur*^.
*old *frie^n^d^, *ОЪ. *Serv^er, *^is *here. *H^e *^has *e^vide^nti^;^" *Ъ^ееп *to *the *^U^nited *St^ates
*^Weath^er *B^urea^u *a^g^a^i^n. *Ke *se^a^is *to *^"be *all *^fille^d *up *wit^h *^weather *lore^. *—*
*^What *is *it *thi^s *ti^me^, *Mr. *О^Ъ. *Serv^er? *------ *^Wh^at^'^s *o^n *^yo^ur *m^i^nd^? *^- *------

*^*******^4<**

I^'ve ^J^ust found out t^ha^t^, as a rule^, our lo^n^g-distance^, *cro^as^^the-
*oceans av^iators spend consider^able time at the li^brar^y of the ̂ United ̂ B^eates
^Weather ̂ B^ureau^. ̂ T^h^e^y stud^y o^v^er the dail^y ̂ weather ̂ maps prepared in this
and ot^her countries they e^xpec^t to fly over. ^Tor insta^nce^, flyers headed
^E^ast across the ̂ North ̂ Atl^a^ntic like to ̂ get ̂ h^e^ld of the ̂ ma^ps prepared in
^G^er^ma^ny a^nd ̂ Denmark. ̂ Those a^nd other *fro^j^ji all the civili^sed co^untries of
the world are there in our ̂ Weather Bureau li^brar^y^*

An^d the li^brarian tells ̂ me he is now lookin^g for o^ne of thos^e^
ancient bric^k tablets of ̂ Babylon, ̂ known to conta^in weather prov^e^rbs of
som^e three of four thousa^nd years a^go wr^itten i^n t^hose queer cun^eifor^m^
^c^haracters ba^ked in the clay.

^f^rom the bric^ks of Babylon to the latest *air^pl^a^t^e fl^i^ght^; that
g^iv^es ^you so^me ^idea ^of the ra^n^ge of weather information in the fi^eld of
the D.S^. ̂ Weather Bureau Library^. In fact, ^that library is the world's
^greatest collection of ̂ modern weather science books, periodicals, and
daily ̂ weath^er records. On weat^her, ^it outranks the Librar^y of Con^gress
and other ^great ^librari^es of the world^.

On^e of the *pro^bl^a^as of the li^brarian is to find ̂ space *fo^r^j^bhe big
b^i^g; *vol-^оше^в of bo^und copies of the daily w^eather maps p^ublished in all
ci^vilized co^untries a^nd which ̂ must be ready for use at any ti^me.

^Yo^u ̂ -s^e^e^, ̂ while ̂ so^me of us can ^just take the w^eather a^s sh^e co^mes,
but for those with business ̂ a^ff^ected by the weather, the ̂ We^at^her Burea^u^
library is ̂ a v^eritable treasure^-trove.

It was us^ed e^xtensiv^el^y during the ̂ World ̂ W^a^r for looki^n^g up
climatic ^information about ma^n^y ^part^s of ̂ E^urop^e in ord^er to pro^perly plan
military operat^io^ns^, *^r^aake p^rop^er provi^sion in the wa^y of clothi^n^g for sol^-^
dier^s, ^and the like^»

It is used from da^y to day *^Ъу thos^e ̂ goi^ng abroa^d, a^nd by merc^han^ts
shi^ppi^n^g goods to for^ei^gn countri^e^s. ̂ Merc^ha^n^t^s wa^nt to know whet^her
ship^ments ̂ susc^epti^ble to c^er^t^ai^n typ^es of climatic ̂ d^ama^ge will *enoount^or
that kin^d of w^eat^her befor^e the^y reac^h their desti^n^ati^on^*^—— But com^e into
the libra^r^y with me. I ̂ w^ant you to mee^t ̂ Mr^. *Ta^l^aan^, ̂ or^. *^t. ̂ P^. *^Talman i^s th^e



libr^a^r^ia^n of ^t^h^e ^U.S. ^Weat^her B^ure^a^u^. H^o has cha^r^ge of t^his stro^n^gest
^meteorol^o^gical collec^t^ion i^n t^he *' ̂ w^o ̂ H.a. Incident^all^y, t^he *^*wo hundred
^small ̂ bra^nc^h li^br^aries ̂ lo^c^a^te^d ̂ at ̂ th^e two h^undred ̂ We^at^her Bur^e^au Stations
scat^t^er^e^d t^hrou^g^ho^ut ̂ the ̂ co^u^ntr^y ̂ a^re als^o u^nder his dir^ection. ^A^nd in
^Ms s^pare t^i^ne^, he i^s *c^d^p^i^pili^n^g ̂ an enc^yclopedic w^eath^er dictionar^y, of
^more than fifte^en thousa^nd ^weather t^er^ms, includi^n^g sla^ng, dialect, and
sc^ientif^ic n^ame^s for ̂ weath^er ̂ pheno^m^ena. *Йе call^s th^at dictionar^y his
life hob^by a^nd says he collect^s ^weather ter^ms ^as some ot^h^er people collect
postage sta^mps^.

Ее fi^gu^r^es th^at it ̂ ma^y *Ъе *so^r^ac yea^rs ^before th^at un^ique dictionary
is fini^shed^, ^but in t^he ̂ meanti^me each of the definitions collected is filed
.on a card and the collectio^n i^s in daily use as a re^a^d^y reference to strang^e^
weather t^e^a^ms ^which cro^p up in th^e ̂ wor^k of the weather scientists^.

*^Cf course, one of *^th^o chi ̂ of uses of the ̂ Weather Bureau li^brary is
for purely scientific purposes^. ̂ Th^e ̂ very heart of t^he collection is the
*p^?^j^'t of the library de^voted to the science of meteorology proper. It is
^no^t only ^used by the ^scientists of the ̂ U^.S. Weather Bureau itself an^d other
scie^ntists who co^r^ne to the Bur^eau for info^rmation^, but it lends scientific
books to pro^per accredited sc^ie^nt^ific people ^e^ll over the country.

^A^bout one^-third of the w^hole collection of boo^ks i^n the Weather
Bureau library are bo^u^nd v^olu^mes of scientific periodicals including
publications in ̂ E^n^glis^h^, ̂ Fr^ench, ̂ Ger^man, Italian, Dutch, ̂ Russian, ̂ Magyar, J^ap-
^an^e^se and other ton^g^ues»

^A^noth^er depart^ment of the li^brar^y has some ten thousand books givin^g^
descr^iptions and statistics of cl^imate in all parts of the world^. ^For in^-^
sta^nce^, the Weather Bureau of I^ndia, where rainfall is often a ^matter of
lif^e and ^death ^to the peo^ple, *irs^sues each year a bound vol^ume of rainfall
data that is as b^ig as an unabr^idged dictionary and weighs nearly twelve
poun^ds. One of his ̂ hau^nt^in^g ni^g^ht^mares^, ̂ Mr. *^Talr^uan says, is what that file
of volu^me^s will ^be lik^e i^n the year ^5^000. ^Germany, also h^as a great deal
of weather^, and leaves none of it unrecorded. The British are lavish pub-
lishers of weather statistics, *^î^he ̂ Russian weather e^x^pert^s are now tr^yi^n^g^
to ̂ ma^k^e u^p for lost ti^me^, with t^he ^publicatio^n of weather statistics for
*thoir vast territory.

^Weather as a sci^enc^e, how^ever, is co^mparativ^el^y young. As an
or^ga^n^i^zed science it e^xtend^s o^nly to about the mi^d^dle of the *ninettenth
centur^y^. ^But *v/hen you reali^ze that for years there have been more tha^n^
thirty thousand o^bs^ervers in different ^parts of the world ma^king observ^a^-^
tions two or thre^e ti^mes a day, the volu^me of statistics already accu^mulated
is tr^emendou^s^.

But th^e collections of boo^ks on th^e ^weather at the U^.*S. ^Weat^her
^Bureau goes back far beyo^n^d t^h^e ti^me of telegra^phic w^eather report^s and
s^yste^matic measure^ment. It ^goes back be^yond t^hat first attempt at the
collection of ^weather data through the cooperation of sev^eral observers
i^n It^aly in 1^6^5^^.

*^l^ir^. *Tal^man *shov/ed ̂ me a treatise on the weather ^published by old
Albertus Magnus i^n 1^^^9^^^» *^^^at was ^just a *^paraphr^aae of the first scienti^-^
fic treatis^e on the weather ̂ w^ritten by the ̂ Greek philoso^pher, Aristotle ^more
than thre^e hundred y^ears before the Christian era.
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*H^O *also *s^ho^w^e^d *^me *a *weat^her *^jo^u^r^n^al *of *t^h^e *^Re^v. *"^Л^и. *^Me^rle *in *which
*^wore *recor^de^d *t^he *^wea^t^her *^uo^n^c^t^t^tio^n^s *i^n *his *localit^y *^in *^En^gla^nd *d^a^y *Ъ^у^
*d^ay *fi-оц *1337 *to *13^^. *^J^T^he *f^irst *^w^e^ather *r^ecords *ke^pt *i^n *^l^i^ne^rie^;^:^, *a^s^
*as *^?.s *kno^wn *were *also *ke^p^t *^Ъ^у *a *^n^i^l *n^i^b *^t *er^, *the *^He^V. *Joh^an *Ca^np^an^ius. *^H^o^
*k^a^r^t *,^?. *^we^at^h^er *r^ecord *d^ay *Ъу *^d^ay *^i^n *the *lit^tle *S^wedi^sh *colo^ny *of *I^Tew *S^weden
*^ne^a^r *t^h^e *pr^es^ent *s^ite *of *'^J^il^r^.^i^in^g^'^con^, *^Delaware, *for *^the *years *16^Ф4^- *a^nd

*^At *th^at *ti^me^, *^meteorolo^gic^al *in^stru^ment^s *were *^i^n *their *earliest *i^n^-^
*f^ancy. *^There *were *^no *inst^n^x^ne^nt^B *used *and *no *accura^te *^ucasurc^n^ients *record^od
*^Г^леу *were *^just *e^ver^yday *оЪ^се^г^\^га^Ъ *ons *of *the *^general *co^ndition *of *the *weather
*at *that *^pl^ace. *Ol^d *^hook^s *^such *as *tho^se *Journal^e, *^n^ay *thro^w *so^r^.e *li^ght *on
*^w^heth^er *or *not *there *have *Ъе^оп *^any *c^han^g^es *in *our *c^u^r^iat^o^, *^but *for *the *mo^o^t^
*part *th^ey *a^rc *r^aerely *ef *antiquarian *i^nt^e^re^st^.

*^Mr^. *^Tal^nian *^s^a^ys, *howev^er^, *th^at *some *of *the *^meteor *^cl^e^rical
*s^ur^p^a^ss *our *^U.S. *^ï^ï^ea^ther *^b^ure^au *^НЪгагу *in *the *^n^att^er *of *. *^a^ntiquitie^s,

*^hut *v^ery *fe^w *of *tho^i^u. *^A^S *f^a:^~ *^as *.^v^.odcrn *wor^ks *o^n *the *^we^ath^er *are *concer^ned,
*th^e *liorar^y *of *the *^T^J^.S. *^ï^ïea^t^her *^burea^u, *^with *its *^nearly *fifty *thous^and
*vol^u^mes, *is *without *doubt *the *^lar^gest *and *str^on^ge^st *meteorolo^gical *collection
*i^n *^t^he *world. *V^n^'het^her *it *is *ol^d *o^r *new, *if *it *^concerns *th^e *weather *in *any
*of *it^p *^many *and *va^ried *ra^mif^ic^a^tio^n^s *fro^m *p^rehis^tor^ic *weather *le^gends *to *the
*lat^e^st *^effort *at *l^o^n^g *^ra^-^v^:^e *f^or^ecas^ti^n^g *^it *h^as *a *place *in *our *^great *reser-
*voir *of *weather *infor^matio^n *at *^Washin^gton^.

*Our *old *fri^en^d, *O^c. *Server *see^ms *to *have *enjoyed *his *vi^sit
*to *th^e *^gr^eatest *weather *li^brary *in *the *world. *It *i *^P. *certainly *^good *^to *kno^w^
*^whe^i^v *to *f^i^nd *the *fact^s. *--- *^I *hi^:^- *^t.^v^j^e *t^wo *weeks *f^ro^a *tod^ay, *^w^:^i.th *the *co^-^
*operat:'.on *of *the *^Un^ited *^State^s *De^part^ment *o^x *.^a^gri^cult^ur^e, *S^tation *----- *will

*a^not^her *of *these *chat^s *with *the *wea^th^er *^man.
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