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A^NNOUNC^E^MENT; A^nd now for our Chat ^with the ^leather Man. Today the *^ï^ïe^ather Ма^л^
recalls a few interesting t^ales about how Uncle Sa^m^'s weather ̂ men help the c^ourts
solve ̂ ba^ffling *^nurder cases, ̂ and *danage suits.

I rem^e^mber reading a story in ̂ one of ̂ my first history ̂ bo^o^ks ab^out ^how
Li^ncoln used an *^al^nan^ac in c^ourt t^o sa^ve a ̂ m^an fr^o^n the ^g^al^lows^«

Perhaps you ̂ k^now the details ^of that st^ory better than I.

^B^ut^, as I rec^all^, a cert^ain ̂ man ̂ wa^s on *t^ual f^or m^urder. One of the wit^-^
nesses testi^fied he s^a^w ^the accused т^ал co^n^n^i t the *^nurder by the light ^of the ^no^on^.^
Thin^gs l^oo^ked bad for the defendant. But^, ^the young lawyer—^Lincol^n—had an
idea^» ^The wi^tness had testified ho saw the details of ̂ the *n^urder in the ^moonli^ght.
But was the ̂ moon shining at the tine of the *nurder? Lincoln consulted an *al^nanac^.^
It was not. The accused nan went fr^e^e.

^That nay sound like a rather un^usual case. But it *isn^H. ̂ Dr^, C.C. Cl^ark,
of the United States ̂ Fea^ther Bur^eau^, tell^s ne ast^rono^mic and we^ather records fi^g^ar^o^
in th^ousands of court case^s ̂ e^v^ery year«

However^, the proce^d^ure in ^such c^ases ̂ h^as changed a great deal since
Lincoln^* s day.

Lincoln, himself, presented the record of the ̂ moon1 s rising.

Today, a la^wyer in a si^mil^ar case would ̂ more than likely call on one of
Uncle S^a^n^*s trained weather ̂ men to present such testi^mony. He would call the
weather ̂ na^n into court as a^n ̂ "e^xpert ̂ witness."

Lincoln went to court *amed with an *al^nanac.

The present^-day weather w^itness would likely find the *alnanac ̂ q^u^ite inad^-^
equat^e. To bo sur^e, he ̂ nig^ht look in his *al^na^nac and fi^nd that the su^n^, or n^oon,
rose, or ^went down at auch and such a ti^ne on a partic^ular d^ay. But ̂ whe^n ̂ a la^wyer
asked him^, "How *^nuch rain ^—if any^—f^ell on Dece^mb^er 16, 19^38?" or "^What ^was the
tempera^ture at ̂ midnig^ht *o^a ̂ Janu^ary 23, 1925?^" or *^"^Ï^Ïas there any fog on ̂ March 4,
1931?^" *l^»^m afraid the ̂ al^m^anac ̂ would be found wa^nting. ^At least, *^I^»m sure no ^Judge
would ad^mit the al^man^ac^'s word as é^vidence^.



C^h^at^s ^wi^t^h ^t^he ^W^e^a^t^he^r *^t^ó^o^t^t *^*- ^2 ^u *' 1^-6^-^3^3

L^i^nco^l^n ha^d *^ä rather *c^ie^à^i^udu^t *^q^u^e^*^f^c^ion:; ̂ W^h^a^t *tlin^t^i did the ̂ moo^n ̂ r^is^e *^bn
such a^nd s^uch a *hig^ht^t

*B^u^t^^ the ^Twe^ntieth-Century weather ^witness ru^ns into q^uestion aft^er q^ues^-^
tion that ̂ wo^u^ld ̂ stump a Phil^adelphia la^w^yer^. ^At least^, t^he q^uestions wo^uld s^tu^mp
a Philad^e^l^p^hia law^yer o^f Lincoln^'s da^y^.

^For insta^nce, ̂ Dr^. Clar^k told me o^f a suit broug^ht *^Ъу a furni^ture co^mpany
against one of the ̂ bi^g ̂ railroads.

^T^he furni^ture co^m^pan^y shipped ^a car of furni^ture from ^North Carolina to the
^Northwest^. When the car arri^ved at its destin^ation^, the furni^t^ure w^as drip^ping
^wi^th water^; the ̂ veneer ̂ and fini^sh of the furni^ture wore completely ruined. ^The
furniture comp^any sued the r^ailroad to recover dama^ges.

^"You ruined our ^f^orniture through n^e^gligence,11 the f^urniture company
charged.

"^We were not responsi^ve,^" ^the rai^lroad r^ep^lied. ^"The d^a^m^age occurred
th^rough an ^'^act of God^' throu^gh conditions ̂ be^yond our control."

How wo^u^ld you settle ^a dispute of th^at kind?

Well^, the Philadel^phia lawyer ̂ mi^ght scratch his head quite ^a while over
that ^q^uestion. But not the tr^ained weather m^a^n. The we^ather m^an w^h^o testified
in that case looked up the route that carload of furnitu^re too^k in goin^g from N^orth
Carolina to the ^No^rthwest. Then, he got out his weather rec^ords to get the rel^a^-^
tive humidity^-^—i^n other words, to see h^ow ̂ "damp" the air waŝ -^-^—^at various points
along the route^. His record^s showed ̂ the *^f^t^ir^nit^u^re passed through regions where
the air was very d^a^mp.

^The c^ourt e^xa^m^ined th^ose records and then said to the r^ailr^o^ad: "You could^-
and *sh^oul^_cL have kno^wn about that weather condition and should have prevented
d^am^age to the furniture *Ъу p^roper ventilation of the car^. So^, wo hold that you
^m^ist pay ^t^he furniture c^ompany d^amages."

Clark told me a^bout anot^her case that woundup in ̂ much the same way.

T^he se^werage department in one of our larger cities threw up a ̂ bank ̂ of
dirt across a road while put^ting in a ̂ s^ewer system. ^A big rain came al^ong. ^The
^bank ̂ of dirt c^aug^ht the ^water running do^w^n the stree^t a^nd backed the water up int^o^
a near^by house. The ̂ owner of the house charged t^he water damaged the f^oundation.
He sued the city for damages.

In his suit^, the h^ome ̂ owner ̂ accused the city of negligence. He held the
^sewerage dep^artment sh^ould have put i^n a c^ulvert to carry off water above the bank
of dirt.

The city countered with the old, pop^ul^ar ̂ "^act of God" plea f^or "li^mit^ation
of d^am^a^ges." The city said^, "Such rains as the one ^that d^a^maged this ̂ man^'s house
are very unusual. ^We could not for^esee a big rain of that kind ̂ a^nd so did not tak^e^
steps to handle ̂ t^he large a^m^ount of water that coll^ected behind the b^ank. *Conse^* *^•*^
*quently, we should ^not be held responsible for d^am^a^ges^«11
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B^at *tiie ho^me o^w^ner *wa^sn^H s^ati^sfied ^wi^th ^th^e ci^ty^»^« *e^x^Cu^Ë^e ̂ a^bou^t ̂ the un^-^
usu^al si^ze of the r^ain. He a^s^ked th^e *^f^re^ath^o^z^* ̂ S^a^t^e^d, *^t^ò p^r^oduce rec^ords ^of *rainf^d.1
for th^at cit^y^*

^T^he r *epr è ̂ è ̂ en t^ati ve of ^the ^le^ather B^ure^a^u t^ook his r^ainf^all records ̂ to
^co^u^rt.

The la^w^yer asked the weather r^o^a^n^, "^Are r^ains like the one th^at da^m^a^ged
this m^a^n^* s house a co^mmon t^hing around here?^"

"Yes^.^"

"Ho^w ^often do the^y occur^?^"

"^A^b^out a do^ze^n times a year."

Th^at *testi^nony ruined the city^1 s "act of ̂ God^" ple^a.

That sa^me weather man threw a ̂ bom^bshell into ano^t^her damage suit.

A ̂ w^oman clai^med she sl^ip^p^ed on the ice at the fr^ont of a certain store and
injured her^self, s^he s^ued the storekee^per for dama^ges^.

Bat that woman overloo^ked one little point. *^¥hen the weather man produced
^his ̂ reco^rds in court^, he showed ^the weather on the day of the woman^'s accident
was warm^—much too warm for ice to lie around on the sidewalk. So^, naturally^, the
weather man^'s testimony ruined the wo^man^'s plea.

*^T^7ell^, Clark told me of case *af^t^,^er case where the court call ed upon the
^Weather Bureau to furnish weather records of this and that kind. ^He had records
on somethin^g arou^nd 50^,000 *^л *• *.^" different cases^. They included about every
^kind of question about the weather you could ima^gine.

^For instance, a party ^to a suit at Bis^m^arck, ̂ North ̂ Dakota^, asked for the
date of the first killing frost in 1911 and a record of the frost w^arnings is^-^
sued——^a^c t̂̂ s, to whom the warnings were issued^.

At Birmingham, ̂ Ala^b^ama, the court asked for facts about a wind that blew
over a bi^g wall and ̂ wrecked a store. If the man who o^w^ned the wall could prove
the wall ̂ we^nt over in a^n un^usually high wind he could lay the ^wrecking of the
store to an "act of *^f^îod, *" and so escape paying dam^ages^«

A man at ^Des Moines^, Iowa, asked for information about the weather e^s-
pecially the amou^nt of snow a^nd sleet on the ^ground on ^February 1 to 10^, 1916^,

Other persons asked for r *ecords about cloudine^ss^, and fo^g^, and the te^mpe^r^-^
a^tur^e, and wind direction, and wind violence, and time of sunset^, and the tim^e^
the moon rose on certain dates^«

I asked Clark if the weather men have much trouble ̂ answering those ^q^ue^s^-^
tions.

"Usually not^,^" he said.
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"^We h^ave a ̂ Vas^t ̂ army k^eep^in^g ^ta^b on ̂ W^e^ather con^ditions throu^ghout the
co^u^n^t^ry 24 ̂ ho^urs a ̂ day^» *^F^ir^stj ̂ w^e h^ave our ^250 re^g^ula^r ̂ Weather ̂ Bure^a^u stations
in the various to^wn^s ̂ and cities throug^hout the countr^y ̂ and ̂ at the big airports.
*Then^j ̂ reporting to those stations^, we have 5^,000 local o^bservers covering e^very
county ^in the United states^» ^Those 250 st^ations ̂ ma^ke up d^aily reports on the
rainfall^, and sno^w, ^and ^wi^nd ^direction and velocity^, and temperat^ure^, and m^a^ny
othe^r1 f^acts about the weather. They se^nd copies of their records to the ^We^ather
^Bureau ̂ a^t ̂ Was^hin^gton. ̂ Fro^m those records^, we c^on tell the sto^ry of weather con^-^
ditions ^at a^ny tim^e for almost any part of the country^."

*^ü ̂ .^/i *// ̂ .7 *^,'^U^' *^À^Ì *'^L^JLJ^L^J' *" *"*
^f^i ̂ U t^r^i^nili ̂ n *l^ï^ïii^t^n^ti^ir

*^A^H^NOU^UC^S^L^E^HT;^, ̂ And that is the story of how the United States ̂ Weather B^ure^au
supplies its vast store of weather records for use in court. You will he^ar ^another
talk about the ^weather men ̂ a^nd their work at this s^a^me time two weeks ^from toda^y.
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