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Beading Tinme: 10 Mimites.,
ANNQUNCEMENT: And now for our Chat with the Weather Man. Today the Weather Man

recalls a few interesting tales about how Uncle Sam!s weather men help the courts
solve baffling mirder cases, and danage sultse

s 3000 Do

I remember reading a story in one of my first history books about how
Lincoln used an almanac in court to save a man from the gallows.

Perhaps you know the details of that story better than I.

But, as I recall, a certsin man was on tilal for rurder. One of the wit-
nesses testified he saw the accused man corrdt the rmrder by the light of the moon.
Things looked bad for the defendant. But, the young lawyer-—~Lincoln~--~had an
idea. The witness had testified he saw the details of the mmrder in the moonlight,
But wasg the mocn shining at the time of the rmrder? ILincoln consulted an almanac,
It was not. The accused man went free,

That may sound like a rather umususl case., But it isn't, Dr. C.Ce Clark,
of the United States Weather Buresu, tells me astronomic and weather records figure
in thousands of court cases every year.

However, the procedure in such cases has chonged a great deal since
Lincolnts day.

Lincoln, himself, presented the record of the moon's rising.

Today, & lawyer in a similar case would more than likely call on one of
Uncle Sant!s trained weather men to present such testimony. He would call the
weather ran into court ag an "expert witness."

Lincoln went to court armed with an alumanac.

The present—day weather witness would likely find the alnanac quite inad-
equates To be sure, he rdight look in his almanac and find that the sun, or roon,
rose, or went down at such and such g time on a particular day. But when o lawyer
asked him, "How mich rein ———if any---fell on December 16, 19287" or "What was the
temperature at midnight on Jamuary 23, 19257" or "Wae there any fog on March 4,
1937" I'm afreid the almanac would be found wanting. At least, I'm sure no judge
would admit the almanacts word as evidence.



Chats with the Weather Man 2w 1mba33

Iincoin had 8 rgther ciea'.mcmt dquesdion: What tims did the moon rise bn
such and such a hight? ‘

Bu.i‘q the Twehtieth-Century weather witness runs into question after ques-
tion that wouid stump a Philadelphia lawyer. At least, the questions would stump
a Philadelphia. lawyer of Lincoln's day.

For instance, Dr. Clark told me of a suit brought by a furni ture company
against one of the big railroads.

The furniture company shipped a car of furniture from North Caroline to the
Northwest. When the car arrived at its destination, the furniture was dripping
with water; the veneer and finish of the furniture wore completcly ruined. The
furni ture company sued the railroad to recover damages.

"You ruined our furniture through ncgligence," the furniture company
charged-

"¢ were not responsilble,! the railroad replied. "The damnge occurred
through an 'act of God'~——~ through conditions beyond our control."

How would you settle a dispute of that kind?

Well, the Philadelphia lawyer might scratch his head quite a while over
that question. But not the tralned weather mon., The weather mon wio testified
in that case looked up the route that carload of furniture took in going from North
Carolina to the Northwest. Then, he got out his weather records to get the rela-
tive humi & ty~—in other words, to see how "damp" the air was~--at varlous points
along the route., His records showed the furniture passed through regions where
the air was very dampe.

The court exemined those records and then said to the railroad: '"You could-
and should -—-have known about that weather condi tion and should have prevented
demage to the furniture by proper ventilation of the care So, we hold that you
mist pay the furniture company damages.”

Clark told me about another case that wound up in mach the same way.

The sewerage department in one of our larger cities threw up a bank of
dirt across a road while putting in a sewer system, A big rain ceme alonge. The
bank of dirt cemght the water running down the street end backed the water up into
a nearby house. The nwner of the house charged the water damaged the foundation,
He sued the city for damages.

In his suit, the home owner accused the city of negligence. Ee held the
sewerage department should have put in a aculvert to carry off water above the bank
Of dj.r‘b.

The city countered with the old, popular *act of God" plea for "limitation
of domagese" The city said, "Such rains as the one that damoged this man!s house
are very unusual. We could not foresee a big rain of that kind and so did not take
steps to handle the large amount of water that collected behind the bonk. Congew
quently, we should not be held responsitle for damages."
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But the home owner wasn!t shtisfied with the ci‘oy*s exctuge about the un—
fsunl size of the rain, He asked the Weather Butea td prédute records of rainfdl
for that cityvs

The reprédentative of the Wenther Buremn took his rainfall records to
court,

The lowyer asked the weather man, "Are rains like the one that domaged
this manls house a common thing around heret®

"Yege!
"How ~ften do they occurt?
"Abrubt o dozen times a year.!

That testirony ruined the city!s "act of God! plen.
That same weather man threw a bombshell into another damage suit,

A woman claimed she slipped on the ice at the front of a certain store and
injured herself. She sued the storekeeper for damages.

But that woman overlocked one little point. When the weather man produced
his records in court, he showed the weather on the day of the woman!s accident
was warm-—mich too warm for ice to lie around on the sidewalk. So, naturally, the
weather man's testimony ruined the woman's plea.

Well, Clark told me of case after case where the court called upon the
Weather Burean to furnish weather records of this and that kind. He had records
on something around 50,000 * - = different cases., They included about every
kind of question about the weather yow could imagine.

For instance, a party to a sult at Bismarck, North Dakota, asked for the
date of the first killing frost in 1911~--and a record of the frost warnings is-
sued~~—afld to whom the warnings were issued.

At Birmingham, Alabema, the court asked for facts about a wind that blew
over & blg wall and wrecked a gtore. If the man who owned the wall could prove
the wall went over in an umsuelly high wind he could lay the wrecking of the
store to an "act of God," and so escape paying damages.

A man at Des Moines, Iows, asked for information about the weather-— es-
pecially the amount of snow and sleet on the ground---on February 1 to 10, 1916,

Other persons asked for r ecords about cloudiness, and fog, and the temper-
ature, and wind direction, and wind violence, and time of sunset, and the time
the moon rose on certain datese

I asked Clark if the weather men have much trouble answering those ques-
tions.

"sually not," he said.
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"Te have a vast army ke ?mg‘ tab on weather conditions throughout the
country 34 houls a days First; We have our 250 regular Weather Bureau stations
in the various towns and cities throughout the country and at the big airports.
Theny reporting to those stations, we have 5,000 local observers covering every
county in the United States. Those 250 stations make up daily reports on the
rainfall, and snow, and wind direction and velocity, and temperature, and mony
other facts about the weather. They send copies of their records to the Weather
Bureaw at Washingbton. From those records, we can tell bthe story of weather con-
A tions ot ony time for almost any part of the country.!

“;#'E'“‘”!'!“ ’“”ﬁ’#

ANNOUN C<I{ENT 3 And that is the story of how the United Sftetes Weather Buremn
supplies its vast store of weather records for use in court., You will hear another
talk about the weather men and their work at this same time two weeks from today.
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