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CÔ MING UP

US S Monitor expedition at the Monitor National
Marine Sanctuary, Cape Hatteras, *N.C.^, May *27-June 9.

World Meteorological Organization Executive
Committee meeting in Ge^neva, Switzerland^, June 1-5.

Marine Fisheries Advisory Co^mmittee meeting in
Baltimore, Md., June 3-4.

Fifth U.S./Peoples Republic of China Joint
Commission (scientistŝ ' exchange program) meeting and
visits at Chinese océanographie institutes in Bei^jing,
China and other locations^, June 11-26.

International Whaling Commission meeting in
Bournemouth, England, June 14-28.

Interdepartmental Committee for Meteorological
Services and Supporting Research meeting in *Rockville,
Md., June 23.

Japan's Marine Ma^mmal Quota *Cut:--NOAA has substantially
reduced Japan's requested annual ̂ quota of certain marine mammals
that could be killed during fishing operations in the *200-mile-
*wide United States fishery zone in the North Pacific Ocean and
Bering Sea. The new federal permit, effective June 10, allows
salmon fishermen to ta^ke 6,039 ^Ball's porpoises over the next
three years, but does not allow taking of seals or sea lions.
The permit further sets ̂ a limit of 2,942 porpoises that can be
taken in any one year.

The ruling follows hearings held late last year, in which
more than a dozen animal rights and environmental groups,
including the Japanese salmon fishing association, participated.
The administrative law ^judge in charge of the hearings
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reco^mmen^ded a five-year permit allowing 1,750 porpoises and 45
northern fur seals to be ^killed or in^jured this year. The
porpoise quota would have been cut five percent each year for the
next four years. *NOAA^'s total quota is slightly higher than the
^judge's recommendation^, because it reflects the addition of the
Bering Sea population, for which the judge had not set a figure.

*NOAÄ To Participate In *Downburst Experiment;—*ERL^'s Wave
Propagation Laboratory will participate in a six-week program
near Denver this summer to investigate *downdraft forcing
mechanisms that are important in the formation of *microbursts,
the small-scale and short-lived *downdrafts near the surface that
produce low-level wind shears so dangerous to aircraft during
take off and landing. During the experiment, ground-based remote
sensors from the laboratory will operate in conjunction with
research aircraft from the University of Wyoming and National
Center for Atmospheric Research to observe the morphology of
*microbursts and the initiation of convection. Results of these
observations should provide a comprehensive understanding of the
atmospheric conditions that favor *microbursts and also should
define precursors that will improve forecasts and warnings of
these events*.

*NO^AA Corps Officers Honored:—*NOAA Corps Director^'s Ribbons,
awarded to officers who have demonstrated sustained exemplary
performance over a long period of time, this year went to *Capt.
Max *M. *Ethridge, *Cdr. Andrew N. *Bodnar, Jr., *Cdr. Nicholas A.
Prahl, *Cdr. Dean R. Seidel, *Cdr. Russell *C. Arnold, *Cdr. Kurt *J.
*Schnebele, *Cdr. Thomas A. *Ruszala, *Lt. *Cdr. Gerald *W. Stanley,
*Lt. *Cdr. Jon *M. *Barnhill, *Lt. *Cdr. Donald *D. Winter, *Lt. *Cdr.
Evelyn *J. Fields, *Lt. *Cdr. *Todd A. Baxter, *Lt. *Cdr. George *E.
Leigh, *Lt. Mark *S. *Finke, *Lt. John *C. Clary III, *Lt. Gary P.
*Bulmer, *Lt. *(jg) Russell *E. *Brainard, *Lt. *(jg) Craig N. McLean,
*Lt. *(Jg) Carolyn *J. *Boaz, and *Lt. *(Jg) Timothy D. Tisch.

*NOAA Weather Radio Displays Versatility:—It's not just
weather on *NOAA Weather Radio these days. The National Weather
Service has taped short messages giving a chronology of events
leading up to and beyond ratification of the Constitution as part
of the document's bicentennial. Beginning May 25, the messages
have been broadcast several times each day from *NOAA offices.
The Weather Service also reports that it is evaluating a plan to
assist the National Marine Fisheries Service in broadcasting
infre^quent, short-fuse emergency messages on selected coastal
*NOAA Weather Radio stations. Such messages would include quota
adjustments and fisheries closures which might have an immediate
effect on fishermen. This program has been conducted on a test
basis for several years in the Northeast and now is being
considered for expansion nationally. Yet another use for *NOAA
Weather Radio came to light recently when the Carolina Power and
Light Company distributed 2,000 receivers and brochures, to
residents within five miles of their *Shearan Harris Nuclear Plant



for use in caŝ e of a nuclear accident. *CP^&L is providing an
annual update of the brochure and free batteries to each hô me
that has a *NOAA Weather Radio. The company also is arranging and
paying for a microwave lin̂ k for the *NWR from the Raleigh Weather
Service Forecast Office to transmitter sites at Durham and
*Fayetteville to provî de a clear signal.

Compû ter "Outsmarts" Solar Forecaŝ ters;--An "expert system"
computer program developed by the Environmental Research
Laboratories to assist solar forecasters in predicting
disturbances on the sun̂ , has out-paced its human counterparts at
*NOAA's Space Environment Laboratory. In a comparison assessing
the accuracy of forecasts for separate X-ray flare categories, a
novice forecaster using the e^xpert system program out-performed
the operational forecast and Patrick *Mclntosh, a senior solar
physicist whose forecasting techniques were the basis for the
expert system. (An expert system is a computer program which
performs a task normally requiring the knowledge and skill of an
experienced human.*) The progr^am, now in operation at the Space
Environment Services Center, has demonstrated its potential as an
advisor to operational forecasters on current solar conditions,
or as a training device for novice forecasters.

Nor̂ man̂ , Okî e., Weather Center Dedicated:—Formal dedication
of the *NOAA Weather Center at Norman, *Okla., was held May 22.
The complex houses the Oklahoma City Weather Service Forecast
Office^, the *NEXRAD (state-of-the-art weather radar) Operational
Service Facility, the Oklahoma State *Climatological Office, and
the Applied Systems Institute (a nonprofit weather research
organization). The center cooperates closely with the co-located
National Severe Storms Laboratory, the University of Oklahoma,
and the Cooperative Institute for *Mesoscale Meteorological
Studies.

*Joann *Joselyn Receives University ̂ Award;—*Joann *Joselyn, a
scientist with *NOAA^'s Space Environment Laboratory, has been
awarded a University of Colorado Distinguished Engineering
Alumnus Award. She is one of seven alumni so honored this year.
The award recognizes graduates for significant contributions to
their fields and for personal qualities and knowledge. Ms.
*Joselyn received the award for the research and invention
category. She is the second woman to win the award.

*^NOAA Ship *Oceanographer On Climate Research Cruise;--On May
19, the *NOAA Ship *Oceanographer began a 61-day research pro^ject
on world climate as part of the Transport of Equatorial Waters
experiment. The 303-foot research ship will complete high
quality, deep *hydrographic-nutrient-chemical tracer tracks across
the central and western Pacific at approximately 15 degrees south
latitude. Measurements will include continuous determination of
sea surface temperature, upper-ocean velocity profiles, and
meteorological parameters; water and air sa^mples for chemical



analysis; and full water column profiles of temperature,
salinity, conductivity, oxygen concentration, nutrients, and
chemical tracers at regularly spaced stations. In addition, as
part of the Tropical Ocean/Global Atmosphere (TOGA) pro^ject,
meter moorings will be serviced and drifting thermistor chains
deployed in the same region.

Gulf Shrimp Fishery ^Area Defined;*--NOAA has published a
final rule amending the regulations for the Fishery Management
Plan for the shrimp fishery of the Gulf of Mexico. The National
Marine Fisheries Service has modified the area off Texas closed
to trawling. This action will enable fishermen to harvest
marketable^-size shrimp from an area that was open last year, but
was closed in previous years. It also will allow *NMFS to collect
current data on fishing efforts and patterns to evaluate the
impact of the seasonal closure.

*^NOA^A, Navy Cooperate on Surveying Project;—*NOAA and the
Navy have agreed to a joint effort supporting the high priority
Navy Ocean Survey Program. When the Navy was unable to
accomplish project needs as planned due to a recent accident
involving its survey ship *USNS *Bowditch, the National Ocean
Service was aŝ ked to conduct the *multiproduct surveys with the
*NOAA Ship Discoverer under a reimbursable agreement. The
Discoverer was performing bathymétrie surveying on the Exclusive
Economic Zone. To avoid disrupting *NOAA's important program
requirements, the *NOAA Ship *Mt Mitchell is being reactivated and
equipped to perform bathymétrie surveying in the Discoverer's
place. The Navy project will be completed in mid-1988.

Savings Bonds A Good Deal ;*--NOAA's 1987 Savings Bond
Campaign, which will run through June 19, offers employees an
easy way to get into the savings habit. When joining the Payroll
Savings Plan^, the individual selects an affordable amount to be
set aside from each paycheck to buy bonds. The rest is automatic
- the savings mount up payday after payday, without interruption.

AIDS -In The Workplace Is S^ubject of Talks;--In a series of
talks, Dr. *Neal *Presant of the Public Health Service will give
Washington-area *NOAA employees an overview of the disease itself
and its impact on the workplace environment. A brief slide
presentation, and a question and answer period will be provided
during the 2-1/2 hour seminars. The schedule (all presentations
start at 9:30 a.m.): June 15, *Rm. 926, *WSC5; June 30, *Rm. 928
*Univ; July 10, *Rm. 707, *WWB; and Aug. 20, *Rm. 1016 *Gramax.
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