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COMING UP

Joint Gulf and Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commissions fall meeting in Key West, Fla., Oct. 19-22.

21st International Symposium on Remote Sensing of
the Environment in Ann Arbor, Mich., Oct. 26

2nd Annual International Conference on Geographic
Information Systems (GIS '87) in San Francisco^, Calif.,
Oct. 26.

Fish Expo '87 in Seattle, Wash., Oct. 28.

6th Remote Sensing Conference in *Galveston, Tex.,
*Nov*. 2*.

*NO^A^A Chief Scientist Nominated :--President Reagan has
nominated *Melvin *N.A. Peterson to be *NOAA's Chief Scientist.

As Chief Scientist, Peterson, currently head of the Deep Sea
Drilling Pro^ject at *Scripps Institute of Oceanography in San
Diego, would be *NOAA principal spokesperson on scientific and
technological issues and be *NOAA's primary point of contact with
other science and technological organizations. Serving as the
principal scientific advisor to the Under Secretary and
Administrator^, he would direct the National Climate Program
Office, the National Ocean Pollution Program Office, the *NOAA
*Estuarine Programs Office, the National Acid Precipitation
Assessment Program Research Office, the Ecology and Environmental
Conservation Office, and the Research and Technology Applications
Office.

Peterson has been with the *Scripps Institution since 1962,
as Assistant^-Associate Professor of Oceanography, Assista^nt and
acting Chairman of the Graduate Department of Oceanography,
Chief Scientist of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, and^, since
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1971, Director and Principal Investigator of the Deep Sea
Drilling Pro^ject.

A native of *Evanston, 111., Peterson graduate^d from
Northwestern University *(B.S., 1951; ̂M^.^S., 1956) and Harvard
University (PhD. 1960). He served in the U.S. Navy 1951-1954.
He is married and has four children.

Scientists Tell of Ozone Findings :--Preliminary findings
from the Chile-based airborne research into Antarctic o^zone were
released at an *interagency press conferenc^e Sept. 30 at NASA's
*Goddard Space Flight Center. Participating for *NOAA was Dr. Dan
*Albritton, Director of the *NOAA *Aeronomy Laboratory, who said
that both meteorological and chemical factors contributed to the
dwindling of the o^zone shield over Antarctica to the lowest
recorded level. *Albritton and Dr. Robert Watson of NASA
cautioned, however, that it would be premature to draw any global
conclusions fro^m the e^xpedition's findings, or use the^m as a
basis for policy making at this time. The story received wide
national and international coverage, coming soon after leaders of
dozens of nations had agreed in a Montreal meeting to freeze and
later reduce use of *chlorof*luorocarbons, industrial chemicals
that destroy ozone in the upper atmosphere.

GOES Lamp Fails:--GOES ̂West^, one of *NOAA*^'s two geostationary
weather satellites, suffered an i^maging la^mp failure Oct. 5 and,
in a routine maneuver, switched to its last remaining lamp.

*NOAA technicians were not surprised by the loss of the lamp.
"We got more than a year of service out of the failed lamp and we
can hope to get from 1 to 1-1/2 years out of this last of four
lamps,*" Larry *Heacock, Director of *NESDIS Satellite Operations
said. "The switchover was anticipated and planned for, and poses
no threat to our satellite weather watch.*"

*NOAA has two fully operational GOES satellites in service
which keep a constant lookout for shifts in the nation's weather
from their fi^xed orbits 22,300 miles above the equator. GOES
West is located at 135 degrees west longitude, and GOES East
(launched earlier this year) at 75 degrees west longitude.

Fire Curtails Rockwall ̂ Activities :--Don*'t be surprised if
you have trouble reaching *NOAA offices in the Rockwall Building
in *Rockville^, *^Md. On Oct. 3 a fire began in private offices on
the second floor of the building which houses elements of NOS
Charting and Geodetic Services and the National Capital
Administrative Support Center. Heat from the conflagration was
so intense that beams have cracked and warped. The *Rockville
fire marshall has condemned the second and third floors of the
building and da^mage estimates are still being determined. Plans
for relocating personnel and getting back into business are under
way.



Tsu^nami Breakthrough Promotion Planned:-^-Planning is under
way for a Seattle media briefing on *NOAA*'s development of a low-
cost, high-tech tsunami warning s^ystem that could inexpensively
safeguard millions of coastal dwellers from these deadly
earthquake-created sea waves. Conceived for the Agency for
International Development by a team under the direction of Dr.
Eddie Bernard of the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory, the
system can be built for $20,̂ 000 with off^-the-shelf technology.
Regional warnings systems in the Pacific now cost about ̂ $1
million to install and $50,000 yearly to operate. The prototype
of the "system small nations can afford" is operating efficiently
in Valparaiso, Chile, a city which has lost more than 1500
persons to tsunamis since 1900. The Seattle briefing will be
followed by another, for the international press, at the Foreign
Press Center in Washington in November.

Hecht Edits Ne^w *^AMS Publication:--Alan D. Hecht, Director of
the National Climate Program Office, has been chosen as the
editor of the new American Meteorological Society publication,
Journal of Climate. The journal will provide a central focus for
all articles on climate research and impact analyses. Dr. Hecht
currently is Co-Chief Editor of the *AMS Journal of Climate and
Applied Meteorology.

Boulder *EEO Staff Honored:--The Denver Federal Executive
Board has presented the 1987 Hispanic Employment Program Group
Award to Anthony *Tafoya, Irma Wilson^, and Georgia Gomez,
employees at the *ERL Equal Employment Opportunities Office in
Boulder, Colo. The award recognizes the achievements made by the
*EEO staff in publishing Denver *Noticiero^, a roundup of job
vacancies, and in operating *Nuestro Talento, a job talent bank.
The two projects have increased awareness of federal employment
opportunities throughout the country, and increased the number of
job applications received by federal agencies in the Denver area.

Flood Warning System Uses *NO^A^A ̂Weather Radio:--The state of
New Jersey has purchased 150 *NOAA Weather Radio receivers for use
by emergency management officials in the *Passaic River Basin.
One radio will be provided to each of 112 municipalities in the
basin to help provide early warning of flooding on the 80-mile
long river.

Clearer Road Markings ̂ Ahead:*--A manufacturer of pavement
markers is working on a new product that should make wet/foggy
weather delineation of highways much easier. To assist in
related research, *NOAA^'s National Climatic Data Center recently
provided detailed summaries for 20 cities of precipitation
amounts by hours of the day.

Constitutional Vignette:--The Commission on the Bicentennial
of the United States Constitution provides the followi^ng article^,^
entitled "Gouverneur Morris and the Preamble:"



^WE THE PEOPLE... Even if we know very little about the
history of our Constitution, the words WE THE PEOPLE are
familiar. They are, of course, the beginning of the preamble to
the Constitution. And tod^ay, as when the Constitution was
written 200 years ago, the words of the prea^mble represent the
essence of our American ideal.

The preamble was not written by committee, as the body of
the Constitution was, but by the pen of one man - Gouverneur
^Morris of Pennsylvania.

^Morris was born into a wealthy New York family in 1752. He
helped draft New York state's first Constitution in 1776. In
1780, Morris moved to Philadelphia.

In 1787, ^Morris was selected as one of Pennsylvania's
representatives to the national meeting called to amend the
Articles of Confederation. Morris is described by historians as
being of suave manners and wooden leg *(lost in a carriage
accident) at the time of the Convention. He was one of the more
loquacious members, speaking often on a variety of issues.

But his real contribution to the Constitution came when he
was selected as one of five members of the "Committee of Style,"
charged with revising and arranging the articles agreed on by the
Convention. Given the magnitude of the task, the last item the
five men (Morris, William Samuel Johnson, Alexander Hamilton,
James Madison^, and *Rufus King) wanted to linger over was a
preamble*.

Morris dealt with the wording quickly. "WE THE PEOPLE OF
THE UNITED STATES," he wrote. It was a new phrase, since nowhere
in the deliberations of the Convention is the phrase used.
Indeed, the text as approved in Convention began "We the under-
signed citizens of the State of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-
bay. *. *. *"

Morris continued.*.."in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish justice, insure domestic *Tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America*.*"

Gouverneur Morris' words, the words of the Constitutional
Convention, live today. Scholars could labor for weeks and never
improve upon his verbiage. In fact, it was James Madison,
writing after the Convention, who said "The finish given to the
style and arrangement... fairly belongs to the pen of Mr. Morris."
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