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COMING UP

Premiere showing of the *NOAA film, *"NOAA *Corps-
*The Seventh Service," and reception at *HCHB in
Washington, *D.C., Feb. 29.

Renaming ceremonies for the *NOA^A Ship Researcher
to become the Malcolm *Baldrige in Washington, *D.C.,
Mar. 1. Open House, Mar.5-6.

Program for Regional Observing and Forecasting
Service (PROFS) meeting in Camp Springs, Md., March 1.

Intergover^nmental Océanographie Committee meeting
in Paris, France, Mar. 7-15.

NWS/Atmospheric Environment Service meeting in
*Downsview, Ontario, Canada, March 10-11.

Researcher To Be Renamed Malcolm *Baldrige:--The *NOAA Ship
Researcher will be renamed the *NOAA Ship Malcolm *Baldrige Mar. 1
in honor of the late Commerce Secretary. Mrs. *Baldrige will
participate in the renaming ceremony, hosted by Commerce
Secretary *C. William Verity, beginning at 11 a.m. at the
Washington *(D.C.*) Navy Yard, pier 1. The 2,963-ton, 278-foot
océanographie research vessel, the largest east coast ship in
*NOAA's fleet, is being renamed in recognition of the late
Commerce Secretary's public service to the nation. Secretary
*Baldrige died in a rodeo-related accident July 26, 1987.

The newly named Malcolm *Baldrige will hold open house for
the public Saturday and Sunday, March 5 and 6, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., at the Washington Navy Yard, pier 1. On Wednesday, March
2, all Washington-area Commerce employees are invited to a
special *NOAA/DOC open house on the ship from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Shuttle buses will carry Hoover Building employees to and from
the ship. (Reservations: Katherine Glover, 377-5487)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE *• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration



Tonight^'s The ̂ Night ;--Tickets will be available today
(^Monday) right up to show time for the film premiere of *"^NOAA
Corps - The Seventh Service" and the reception to follow. The
showing will be in the Department of Commerce auditorium at 6:30
p.m. See the movie. Hear music by a United States Navy band
trio. Enjoy tasty morsels from the sea and a selection of
beverages at the reception. Tickets covering the cost of the
reception are $10.

New Satellite Set for Launch:--The Air Force has confirmed
plans to launch *NOAA-H, an ocean-monitoring weather satellite, no
earlier than April 30 from *Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

Originally designed to observe meteorological conditions
over the Earth, *NOAA satellites have become a boon to marine
studies. Satellite-derived temperature maps help guide fishermen
to concentrations of fish, and allow maritime shippers to take
advantage of meandering currents on transoceanic voyages for
significant fuel savings. These same space sentinels provide
data for a ̂ joint *Navy-NOAA worldwide satellite "ice-patrol," and
are helping research scientists observe ocean dynamics that are
linked to global climate fluctuations.

Once operational^, the polar-orbiting satellite will be
dubbed *NOAA-11, and will replace the partially disabled *NOAA-9
spacecraft launched in 1984. *NOAA maintains two polar-orbiting
spacecraft in orbit at all times. *NOAA-H will be the eighth in
*NOAA's current series of *TIROS-N satellites, the first one
launched in October 1978, that orbit the earth from pole to pole
at an altitude of about 500 miles.

NWS ̂ Assists Emergency Shelter Plan;—The City of Los Angeles
has commended the Weather Service Forecast Office in Los Angeles
for its service to the city's cold/wet weather emergency shelter
plan. *NOAA's weather forecasts are used by the city in making
critical decisions concerning the activation of the plan which
provides emergency shelter for the homeless during cold/wet
weather episodes.

Long Island Sound National Sanctuary;--In early ̂ March, the
Long Island Sound will be officially designated as a nationally
significant estuary under the provisions of the Water Quality Act
of 1987, according to the National Marine Fisheries Service. It
is the second estuary in the Northeast to receive the designa-
tion, the first was Buzzards Bay. Five additional Northeast
estuaries are expected to be designated: Massachusetts Bay
(Boston Harbor), *Narragansett Bay, *Hudson-Raritan Bay (New York
Harbor), Delaware Bay, and Delaware Inland Bays. *NOAA is
expected to assist the Environmental Protection Agency in water
quality monitoring and ecosystem assessment research in these
estuaries.



*NOA^A Corps Officers Cited:--Winners of *NOAA Special
Achievement Awar^d ^Medals for Sustained Superior Performance
recently are *Capt. Arthur N. *Flior, *NOAA Corps Liaison and
Training Division; *Cdr. Thomas *W. *Ruszala, *NOAA Officer Training
Center; *Lt. *Cdr. Evelyn *J. Fields, Commissioned Personnel
Division; *Lt. Dennis A. Seem^, *NOAA Ship Researcher; and Ens.
Andrew *L. Beaver, *NOAA Ship Hec^k.

Meeting on N̂ew Sâ tell̂ ite System:*--A symposium/wor^kshop for
the comprehensive discussion of the new GOES weather satellites
of the 1990s will be held June 27-30, in *Bethesda, Md., according
to *NOAA and NASA, co-sponsors of the meeting.

Five of these satellites (designated GOES *I-M) are on order
by *NOAA from the Ford Aerospace and Communications Corporation,
Palo Alto, Calif. Plans are to place *GOES-I in geostationary
orbit over the equator in 1990. The other satellites of the
series will follow. These satellites and their ground data
processing and interpretation services will comprise a prime part
of the "weather watch" for North, Central, and South America well
into the next century. They will provide continuous imagery and
information about weather changes over the Western Hemisphere,
from the west coast of Africa to the International Date Line in
the western Pacific.

Significant changes in the operational GOES system will come
about when *GOES-I enters service. Users and others who need to
be ready for these changes can obtain the latest information
about the new GOES system by attending this symposium/workshop.
Sensor characteristics, space system performance, and ground
system capabilities of the new configuration will be addressed at
this meeting. The information exchanged among attendees at this
sy^mposium is expected to have operational consequences and set
research paths for up to 20 years to come.

Three workshops will be held to facilitate open discussions.
These are: GOES *I-M operational requirements; GOES *I-M research
requirements, including special field programs; and plans for the
acquisition, processing, dissemination, and archiving of GOES *I-M
data.

Tornado Precaution Debunked;--Opening windows during
tornadoes does not protect your home and it could cost your life,
a *NOAA news story scheduled for release today says.

"The time spent in opening windows does little to save your
home and should be devoted to seeking shelter because of the
danger from flying glass," according to Richard *E. *Hallgren,
Director of the National Weather Service.

For years it was thought that a home could be protected
against a tornado's sudden drop in atmospheric pressure by



opening windows. It is now known that the practice increases the
chances of collapse by exerting higher pressure on the wall
opposite from the open window.

*Hallgren said it is the high winds in tornadoes that destroy
homes. Studies reveal that most buildings have ade^quate venting
which allows for sudden pressure drops.

*^NO^A^A To Evaluate Vir^gin Islands *CZM Program:—*NOAA will hold
public meetings on St. Thomas and St. Croix on March 2 and 4 to
evaluate the implementation and enforcement of the Virgin
Islands' Coastal Zone ^Management Program. A *NOAA team led by
*Debra *Malek also will conduct individual interviews during the
evaluation period.

Understanding the Weather;--A "Winter Weather Awareness
Days" booth at a shopping mall near Albuquerque, N. Ме^х.,
provided an opportunity to learn what the public thinks of the
way the Weather Service puts out its forecasts. Attracted by a
drawing for a *NOAA Weather Radio receiver donated by a local
electronics store, over 50 people voluntarily filled out a
questionnaire concerning NWS services and forecast and warning
terminology*.

Summarizing the responses: People had a reasonable under-
standing of the basis sky terms (e.g., "partly cloudy") used by
the Weather Service; *areal coverage terms used for showers (e.g.
"scattered") are not distinctive; there is a perceived difference
between the terms *thundershowers and thunderstorms with the
latter more intense or severe (the terms are interchangeable);
and weather forecasts were above average in meeting their needs
(an 8 on a scale of 1-10).

Ships Help ̂NO^RA Corps Training:—The *NOAA Ships Chapman and
Oregon II, based at *NOAA^'s Gulf Support Facility in *Pascagoula,
Miss., provided 15 members of the 83rd Basic Officer Training
Class training in *NOAA fisheries operations Feb. 7-24. The class
was conducted with the assistance and support of the *NMFS
*Pascagoula Laboratory. Rear Admiral F. *D. *Moran, Director of the
*NOAA Corps, observed part of the training aboard the Chapman.

^Auto Maker Eyes *NO^AA Weather Radio;—Officials of the Robert
Bosch Corp., Blaupunkt Division have requested technical specifi-
cations on *NOAA Weather Radio transmitters and receivers from the
National Weather Service. According to Bosch's Peter Siebold,
Blaupunkt radios to be installed in Audi autos will be redesigned
to receive all seven *NWR frequencies.
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