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*NOAA to List Delta Salmon Species as Threatened
The ̂ winter run of Chinook
salmon in the Sacramento
R^iver in California shou^ld be
^listed as a threatened spe-
cies under the Endangered
Species Act *(ESA) ,̂ according
to a ̂ anal rule published by
*NO^A^A.

^W^i^th the current lis^t^ing as
^threa^tened, no direct take of
winter-^run *chlnook salon by
sport or commercial ^f^ishermen
will be allowed. However^, an
Incidental ̂ take m^ay be allowed
under sections 7 and 10 of the
*^ESA. Durin^g severe drought
condi^t^ions, *NMFS scientists
w^ill be closel̂ y monitoring water
levels ̂ In ̂ the Sacramento r^iver
to ensure that water distrib^-^
uted for agriculture and devel-
opment does not increase the
threat to the Chî nook.

The estimated size of the
winter run has fallen f^r^om an
avera^ge of 84,000 ̂ f^ish In the
late 1960s to 533 ̂ f̂ ish for 1989.
despite favorable weather
conditions. Run size In 1990 Is
e^xpected to be even lower.
Because of the low return In
1989, *NOAA '̂s National Marine

Storm -̂Spo t̂̂ ting Satellite
*NOA^A '̂S *GOES-East wea^ther
satellite wil^l assume winte^r^
storm observing duties No-
vember 29, at 108 de^grees
west longitude. 22,300 ^miles
above ̂ the equator, after a
32-day journey throu^gh
space.

*GOES-East—Geostationar^y^
Operational Environmental
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Sal̂ mon Stocks *D^edl̂ m: T^he winter ̂ r̂ an o f̂ C ĥinoô k sal̂ mon in ^he Sac r̂̂ ame^nto Riv^er ̂h^as (̂ topped
f̂̂ rom 83,000 in t̂ h^e ̂mî d-1960s to less t̂ han 600 In 1989.

F îsheries Service *(NMFS)
determined the species was
threate^ned, and Instigated an
emergency rule on August 4,
1989.

*Nears New Location
Satellite—st^a^rted its westward
Journey October 18, when
*NOAA '̂s satellite operations
control center, in Suitland,
Md., commanded the space-
cra^f^t to maneuver to Its new
station. GOES will track winter
storms i^n the Eastern Paci^f^ic
and Western Atlantic headed
for the U.S. mainland.

con t̂̂ inue^d on pag^e 3

*^NMFS ̂ f^irst received a peti-
tion from the American Fisher-
ies Society to list the winter
run of *chlnook salmon under
the *ESA in 1985. O
*, ^%
Coming Events
• Opening of NWS Science
and History Center in Silver
Spring, Md.. Nov. 19.
• NWS Modernization and
R^estructuring Seminar In
^Raleigh, *N.C., Nov. 29-30.
• American Geophysical
Union Meeting In San Fran-
cisco, Ca., Dec. 7.
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*NOAA-Funded Disco^very Coul̂ d Cut Genetic Research
The cost of genetic research
could drop dramatically as a
result of ne^w ̂ f^indings by
*NOAA-sponsored Minnesota
Sea Grant researchers.

^R^esearchers at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota have found
that using Inexpensive fer^t^il-
^ized fish eggs In genetic re^-^
search provides the same
Information as expe^ns îve
m^ammal eggs. For example,

Airborne Computer to Aid
*NOAA scientists have suc-
cessfully tested an airborne
hurricane research com-
puter workstation which can
^g^i^ve researchers more com^-^
plete information about a
storm as it ̂ f^lies through it,
making forecasts more
accurate.

The system, which will be
Impleme^nted aboard the *NOAA
*WP-3D hurricane research

t^he *Beta-Actin gene found In
car^p is nearly identical In
genetic organization and
regulation as the same ^g^ene
found ̂ In mice. But *transgenic
fertilized ̂ f^ish eggs—^eggs with
ex^tra *DNA, which stores ge^-^
netic Information^—cost $3,
wh^ile *transgenic mice embryos
can cost $300 to $3 ,̂000 each.
The ̂ f îsh eg^gs ar^e also easier to
store, mov^e, grow and ^collect
*^th^gn ̂ m^ammal *e^g^gS.

in Storm Forecasting
aircraft In 1991, g îves a vast^ly
Improved description o^f the
storm in real time by composite
radar ana^lysis and pro^f^iles of
temperature, pressure and
wind.

In comb^ination w^i^t^h a new
aircraft-satellite data ̂ link, the
new workstation Is e^xpected to
improve hurricane ̂ t^rack fore-
casts and estimates of wind
and rain from storms about to
hit land. O

*NOAA Employees Honored for *Valdez Work
The Commandant of the
Coast Guard has recog-
nized sî x *NOA^A emplo^yees
for their work du^r^ing the
E^xxon *Val̂ de^z oil spill
operation.
Jerr^y Gait and ^Nicol^e^
*Hammett received the Dis-
tinguished Public Service
Award, the Coast Guard '̂s
highest recogn^ition^; *Cdr.
B^u^r^i *We^scott and *L^t. Joe
*Talbott rece îved the Guard's
highest peacetime award for
uniformed services; and
D^ebbie *Payton and *Debra
*Simec^ek-B^e^atty received

Sî x C^am Back: *NOAA e^mp l̂o^yee^s^
*v^w^r^e ̂ hono^r^ed ̂ f^or *^t^oeir wo^r^t in Alask^a^
the agency's second
highest award for public
servî ce. All work for *NOS's
Hazardous Mater^ials Re-
sponse Program. O

Genetic researchers are
current^ly looking for clues to
genetic diseases such as
hemophilia ,̂ multiple sclerosis
and certain forms of cancer. O

*^J^Siscavne^National

A K^e^y Sanc t̂̂ uary: Congress has des îgna t̂̂ ed a
portion o f̂ southern Florida as a ^Na t̂ional
Man̂ ne Sanctuary.

F l̂orida Keys Named
^Ma r̂̂ ine San^c t̂uary
A Flo^r^ida Keys sanctuar^y of
approximately ̂ 2600 square
nautical miles has been
named a National M^arine
S^anctuary by an act of
Con^gress.

The new Florida Keys Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary
extends 200 miles along t^he
Atlantic coast̂ , from the most
northeastern point of the
*Blscayne National Park to the
Dry *Tortu^gas. The sanctuary
also Includes part of Florida
Bay on the Gulf of Mexico side
of the Keys.

The legislation restricts
certain commercial vessel
trafi^le and prohibits oil and gas
leasing, exploration, develop-
ment or production. It also
requires a comprehensive
mana^g^em^en^t plan and regula-
tions within 30 months. O



Pageant Contestants '̂ Frolic With Dolphins Earns Warning
A *Gulfport^, Miss., aquarium
has been charged with
violating t^he Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act *^(M^MPA)
by *NOAA by lettin^g beauty
pageant contestan^ts swim
with captive dolphins.

The warn^i^n^g was Issued In
response to a Jul^y 2 ^incident^,^
when several contestants ^f^rom
the Miss Teen *U^.S ̂ A. pa^geant
were allowed to swim with
captive dolphins at the *Mar-
*inelife *Oceanarium in *Gulfport,
Miss. *Marinelife is not one of
the four faciliti^es ̂ in the U.S.
allowed to conduct *swlm-with-
*the dolphin pro^grams.

Only four facilities hold
permits allowing *swim-with-
*the-dolphin act^ivities under an
expe^r^imental program. *Viola-

*GOES Go^es W^est
con t̂̂ inued ̂ f̂ rom pag^e 1

Normall^y two GOES are in
orbit, *GOES-West watching the
P^aci^f^ic to the International
Date L^ine^, and GOES East the
A^tlantic, to the coast of A^f^rica.
GOES East was moved to a
central position over the U.S.
after the failure on January 21*,*
1989, of the imaging ^Instru^-^
ment aboard *GOES-West.

While the loss of one s^atellite
shrinks east-west coverage on
about 1500 m^iles, the Euro-
pean *METEOSAT and Japa^-^
nese *GMS meteorological
satellites assist In providing
advance warning of storms
approaching the Atlantic and
Paci^f^ic coasts. *GOES-East will
continue performing double
duty, commuting back and
forth each season, until a new
sate^llite can be launched in
1992. O

tors of the rule incur not only
warnin^gs, but ̂ f^ines, penalties ,̂̂
and possible revocation of
permits allowing the^m to hold
captive animals for public
dis^play.

Under t^he Mar^ine M^a^mm^al
Protection Act, *NOAA Is re-
sponsible for ensuring the
overall well-being of marine
^m^amma^ls in U.S. waters. The
*MMPA requires *NOA^A to issue
and re^gulate permits for the
public display a^nd research of
marine mammal^s.

The warning followed
*NOAA's ruling this past sum-
mer granting an extension to
the four facilities of permits
allowing *swim-with-the-dol-
*phin programs to con^t^ìnue
through 1991. The rulin^g s^et
new provisions designed to
protect *antmals more effective^ly
from potential abuse from their
human ̂ s^w^imm^i^n^g companions
as we^ll as to sa^feguard an^d^
better Inform the public of the
potential ̂ r^isks of Injury
Involved. O

*NMFS Agent Named Top Gun
Suzanne Monterò, a Special ̂ Agent in Charge of en-
forcement in the southeast region for *NOAA's ̂ National
Marine Fisheries Service in Miami, has been awarded
the 1990 Julie *Y. Cros^s Memorial Award, which recog-
ni^zes ̂ "an ou^tstanding woman in ̂ the ̂ f^ield of Federal law
enforcemen^t^"

Monterò, the ̂ f^irst female *NMFS Special Agent in Charge,
coordinates the turtle e^xcluder device enforcement effort
among the various federal and state agencies cooperating on
the project. She manages the largest mar^itime enfor^cement
area in the contiguous 48 states—from North Carolina to
Te^xas, Including U.S. ter^r^itories In the ^Caribbean,

The annual award is given by the *Interagency Committee
on Women in Federal Law Enforcement, sponsored by the De-
partments of Justice and Treasury. The award Is named In
memor^y of U.S. Secret Service Agent Julie *Y. Cross, who gave
her l^ife in the line of duty in 1980. O
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