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*NOAA Turns 20 With Celebrations and New Projects
*NOAA employees overc^a^me their
understandable co^ncern wit^h the
*down-to-the-wire budget summit
standoff ̂ and bega^n celebra^t^ion of
*NOAA's twentieth anniversar^y on
September 27th.

Spea^king at a party honoring
*NOAA's 20 years of service given
by the ̂ Marine Technology Socie t̂̂ y^
during its *MTS '90 convention î n^
Washi^n^gton last week ,̂ Deputy
Secretary Thomas *^J.
*Murrin a^nd Under ^Sec-
retary *Knauss voice^d^
concern for the hard-
ships the budget crisis
has creat^ed for the
agency a^nd urg^ed
periodic ^anniversary
observa^nces through
the ye^ar. *^M^TS pre^sident
Richa^rd *Shamp pre-
^sented D^r. *Knauss ^with
a plaque honoring
*NOAA^—the ̂ Earth
Systems Agency—and
its employees on their
distin^guished service to
the American publi^c

On Saturday^, *NOAA's
Norfolk Center hosted a
2^0 t̂̂ h Anniversary Open

House that drew some 1 /̂000
visitors.

On t^he anniversary, October 3rd,
Depu^ty Under Secretary Gray
Castle will ̂ repr^esen^t *NOAA at a
ceremony a^t ̂ t^he Baltimore Aquar^-^
ium marking the release of the
Postal Service's new ̂ "Creatures of
the Sea" co^mmemorative s^tamps.
Featuring four marine mammal^s—
the killer whale, the co^mmon
dolphin, ̂ t^he sea otter, and the

Ha^p^p^y *^B î̂ ntl̂ nl̂ av^ХОЛ^Л^!

Norther^n Sea Lion—the block of
stamps is a joint issue of t^he
Unite^d States and the Sovî et
Union. As part o^f the ceremony,
the Postal Service will pay tribute
to *NOAA's 20 t̂h ^anniversary and
our role as the protector of three
of the four species pic^ture^d on the
stamps. The featured speakers on
the program are White House
Chief of St^aff John *Sununu and
*NOAA's Dr. Robert Miller of

Sea t̂̂ tle.

And ̂ watch your
newspaper a^nd
television (and listen
to you^r r^adio) for
fea^tures covering
*NOAA's accomplish^-^
ments and scope of
its mi^ssion. Team 20,
*NOAA's coordinat-
ing group for 20th an-
^niversary activities^,^
has worked closely
with the Public
Affairs staff and is
optimistic that
*NOAA will be promi-
nently featured
during our anniver-
sary week.

Software Saves Satellite
A $70 million *NOAA polar^-orbit-
ing weather satellite, *NOAA-11,
has been saved from tumbling out
of control 529 miles in space by
the slim margin of 44 days by a
computer program which success-
^fully commanded it to ̂ f^ly right.

*NOAA^-11 p^r^ovides twice-daily
global visible and infrared
weather pictures and monitors
distress signa^ls from air^craft and
ships.

Program^mers from General Elec-
tric Astro Space Division, Prince-
ton, N.J.̂ , began the urgent task o^f^
wri^ting a new instruction for the
s^atel̂ lite's *on-boar^d computer, one
that wo^uld allow it ̂ t^o ̂ be con-
trolled by a singl^e gy^r^o. S^atellites
are launched with four gy^ros^, and
three are required to keep it from
tumbling out of orbit. After one
failed, and the addi^t^ional gyro
took over, no spares were left.

*oo^n^f^nu^e^d^o^n nex^t pa^ge

Comi^ng ^Events
• Na^t^ional Weat^he^r Service
^Employees Organization An^-^
nu^a l̂ M^eeting in Minneapolis^,^
Minn., Oct. 5-6.

• Fisheries pr^esentation at
Fish and Wi^ldlife Service's
Upper Level Management De^-^
velopment Pro^gram Training in
Leesbur^g, Va.^, Oct. 16.
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*NOAA^-1^1 signaled to the Sate^lli^te
Op^erations Co^ntrol Cen^ter ^in
Suitland ,̂ Md., that a second gyro
was about to fail last May.

Satellite Rescue^s^
Fî s^hermen, Boat
A *NOAA *search-^a^nd-rescu^e s^atel^-^
^lite ̂ spotted a le^aki^n^g Mississippi
^f^i^shin^g *boa^f^s d^i^s^tress signa^l in t^he
^early morning darknes^s ̂ last w^eek ,̂̂
^tri^ggering the rescue o^f its ^five^-^
man crew.
Once located by satellite, th^e Silk
Ridge^, with *Capt. ̂ Douglas Ho^rn
and a crew o^f four^, received e^mer^-^
gency Coast Guard assistan^ce 10
miles of^f Venice, L^a. The vessel
had ̂ taken on water th^rough its
propeller ̂ sh^aft, sho^r^ting ou^t its
el̂ ectrical sy^stem a^nd cu^t^t^i^n^g off
radio capability.
Ra^dio ^B^e^aco^n
The c^rew ̂ turned to its 406 ^mega^-^
Hertz Emergenc^y Position Indicat-
ing Radio Beacon *(EPIRB), which
had been installed only a month
ago. The beacon transmits each
ship's unique iden^t^ifica^t^ion to a
*^NOAA geostationary operational
environmen^t^al s^atellite, orbiting
^the ea^rt^h f^ro^m 22,300 miles in
space .̂
The GOES sa^t^ell^i^te detected th^e^
Silk ̂ Ridge's distres^s signal Friday
at about 1:̂ 25 *a.m .̂ The GOES
experimental syste^m provides
inst^antaneous alert that a ship is in
trouble, but it does not define
precise location. The *NOAA al^ert
^was rece^ived by a ^Canad^ian-based
^ground station ̂ and ̂ sent to the

*NOAA ̂ Miss^ion Control Center in
Suitland, Md., which noti^f^ied the
Coast Guard.
Soviet Po^lar Sa^t^ellite
A low-orbiting Soviet polar ^satel-
l^ite, part of the cooperative *search-
*and-rescue system in wh^ich the
*U^-S^A^R. and *NOAA par^t^icipate,
pinpoi^n^ted t^he vessel'̂ s loca t̂̂ ion
for rescue controllers at *NOAA
and th^e 8th Coast Guard District̂ ,̂
New Orleans. An 8th ̂ Distri^ct h^eli-
copter found th^e vess^el and
dropped water pu^mp^s. A 41^-foot
utili^t^y bo^at ^from t^he V^enî ce, La.,
Coast Guard station assisted the
crew in stopping the leak. The Silk
Ridge wa^s able to motor to its
^home port of *Pascagoula, M îss.
The international ar^rangement,
call̂ ed the *COSPAS/SARSAT
system ,̂ has saved upward of 1500
l̂ ives since its inception in the
1970s.

Whî t̂ ing Spoî lage Slowed
All of the Paci^f^ic whiting caught
by the domestic ̂ f^ishing industry in
1991 could b^e processed and none
wasted^, thanks to an enzyme in-
hibitor which slows *^t^i^ie spoilage of
the fish, a *NOAA study reports.
The nearly completed 1991 season
^survey of domestic annual Paci^f^ic
whiting processing says that no
whiting would be lo^st ̂ t^o ̂ spoila^ge
bet^ween being caught and being
processed in the coming year if
trea^ted wi^th the inhibitor.
The prediction of increased whit-
ing processing come^s at a time
when the demand for Pacific whit-
ing is incr^easing^, due to the high
competition and short seasons for

It Was 20 Years Ago Today...
^W^edne^sda^y, October 3rd, marks *NOAA's 20th anniversary. And what
be^tter time to inaugura^t^e the first of m^any chan^ge^s you'll see in
*NOAA ̂ Report We hope you like our new form^at. Look in coming
issues for more changes ,̂ as we try to make *NOAA Report e^asier to
read and more res^ponsive to your needs. We '̂d be ̂ happy to hear your
thoughts on our new look. Send your comments to Editor, *NOAA
R^epo^rt^, Public Affairs Office, 6013 *HCHB, Washington, *D.C 20230.

Alaska pollock, one of the most
heavily caugh^t fish in ̂ the U^S.
commercial fishing i^ndustry^.^
Paci^f^ic wh^iting and Al^ask^a polloc^k^
are sim^ilar, allowin^g pollock proc-
essors to switch to the more abun-
d^ant whi^t^ing.

*McGunigal Name^d^
GOES Chief
Thomas *McGunigal has been
n^amed program manager for the
GOES project (Geostationary
Operational Env^ironment^al
Satellites).
With 30 years of ex^perience in
spacecr^aft and gr^ound sy^st^em
desig^n, *devlopment and opera-
tions, *McGunig^al will manage the
development of future GOES
under *NOAA's Na^t^ional ̂ Environ-
mental Satellite, *Sata and Inform^a^-^
tion Service *(NESDIS). He has ex-
tensive experience in the develop-
ment o^f microwave and optical
systems, receivers, transmi^t^ters
and antennas for NASA's
*Spaceflight Tracking Data Net-
work and Manned ̂ Right Net-
works.

Documentary to be
Filmed at *ERL
B^eyond 2000, an Australian-
produced television program
which ̂ looks at the ̂ future, will
^f^ilm a solar d^ocumentary at
*NOAA's Environ^mental Rese^arch
^Laboratory in Boulder^, Colo., this
October. Be^yo^nd 2000 is telecast in
the *U^5. on the Discovery Channel.

Maryland Bay Joins
Chesapeake Reserve
Ceremonies to mark the inclusion
of Jug Bay in ̂ the Chesapeake Bay
N^a^t^ional *Estuarine ^Re^search
Re^serve were held ̂ at *P^iutuxent
River Park, Upper Marlboro^, *Md.
on Sept. 22. Jug Bay ,̂ in Anne
*Arundel County^, *Md. is one of
three components of the research
re^serve, and wil^l join *Monie Bay in
Somerset County, and Otter Point
Creek in *Harford County, *Md.
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