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NOAA Plays Major Role In
Balloonist'sRescue: Theemergency
signalfromU.S hot-airballoonistSteve
Fossett'semergencybeaconwasfirst
detectedbytheinternational Cospas-
Sarsat searchand rescue systemon
August16Fossettshalloonhadfallen
intothesouthernPacificOceanduring
aseverestormwhilehewasattempt-
inggoaroundtheworld.

NOAArepresentstheUnitedStatesin
this program, provides satellite plat-
formsandgroundequipment,andop-
eratestheU.S MissionControiCenter.

Thekeytohissurvival Fossettsaid was
gettingoutoftheballoonwiththesatel-
liteEPIRBbeaconandthesmallliferaft
sothathedidnotsufferfromexposure.

China Uses NOAA Technology to
BattleFloods :Therecentfloodsalong
the Yangtze RiverinChinahave been
devastating.Overtheyears NOAAhas
assistedtheChinesegovernmentwith
technologytohelpthatnation'smeteo-
rologistspredictandhelpmitigatesuch
events.

Forexample, NOAA'sNationalWeather
Serviceenteredintoanagreementwith
China'sMinistryofWaterResourcesto
implement the NWS River Forecast
SystemfortheHuaiRiver.Thissystem

becameoperationalinthe summerof
1995.Duringthesummerof1996,the

HuaiRiverexperiencedmajorflooding
similar to the floods currently being
experiencedontheYangtze. Y/

IncidentmeteorologistDavidRittenberryassemblesweatherobservingequipmentinthe
ApalachicolaNationalF orestinFloridalastMay,aswildfiresplaguedpartofthatstate.

WildfiresGiveChancetoUse
Newtforecastlechnologies

ildfiresaredeadlyand

devastatingscenes.They

areacombatzonewith
flamesonthehorizonandsmokein
theair,sometimesnearamajorcity,
butmoreoftendeepintheforests.

Nearby,National WeatherService
incidentmeteorologistsaredoing
theirjob.But,behindthescenes,

therearehundredsofotherNOAA

employeessupportingthefire
fightingcommunity.

Therecentoutbreakofwildfiresin
Mexico,Guatemala,Floridaand
Texasprovidedanunprecedented
opportunityformanyNOAAoffices
toprotectlivesandproperty.
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Garcia: Clean Water Plan a Major Priority

OAAandotherfederal

agenciesareworkingto

implementtheCleanWater
ActionPlan,asweepingeffortto
makethenation'swatersswimmable,
fishable,anddrinkable,announced
byPresidentClintonandVice
PresidentGoreinFebruary.

Theplanidentifies1 1 1keyactions
designedtostrengthenexisting
programsandsupportanaccelerated
efforttoattackthenation'sremain-
ingwaterqualityproblems.Organi-

FundEstablished
forDOCVictimsof
KenyaBombing

TheCommercefamilywasagain
stungbytragedythismonth,
whentwoForeignServiceNationals
werekilledandfourotherCom-
merceemployeeswereinjuredinthe
terroristattackonourEmbassyin
NairobionAugust7.

TheDepartmenthasestablisheda
specialfundtoassistthefamiliesand
victimsoftheattack,helpingthem
provideforfuneralexpenses,
children'seducationalexpenses,
hospitalizationandrehabilitation
expenses,andotherneedsrelatedto
thefamilies'lostincome.

Checksshouldbemadepayableto
theCommerceEmployeesFundand
senttothe FederalEmployeeFducation
andAssistanceFund, 8441 WestBowles
Ave,Suite200, Littleton, CO80123.

Donationsaretaxdeductibleand
willbeadministeredbythefund,
whichpreviouslyassistedthevictims
oftheOklahomaCitybombingand
thefamiliesoftheCommerce
employeeswhoperishedinthe 1 996
planecrashinCroatia. &

zationoftheplanisbasedon
watershedsaroundthenation.

TheCleanWaterActionPlanunifies
theeffortsof NOAAemployees,
currentlyparticipatingonAction
Teams,directlyresponsiblefor

thepublictomakerealimprove-
mentsinthenation'swaterquality,”
saidTerryGarcia, NOAAdeputy
administrator.“Thepeoplefrom
NOAAandotheragenciesinvolved
intheinitialplanninghavesetupan
excellentframeworkforourfuture

completi
ompleling efforts.Soon
tasks tsof

i manypartso
outlinedb

y NOAAwillbe
theplan. . lvedi
TheNOAA IEV'O ve ”?f
CleanWater S sEeae
Committee : - theClean
— Rest oring & WaterAction
: Protecting Pl *

TeED America’s Waters
coordinate Updateson
theefforts C LEALN W ATER theplanwill
oftheline AL 3 : appearinthe
oftheline A CTION PLAN spperi
improving Report
watershedhealth. including;moredetailsonNOAA’s

“TheCleanWaterActionPlanisa
tremendousopportunityforthe
federalgovernmenttopartnerwith
states,localgovernments, tribes,and

Fnday Leaves for Nat 'l Academy Post

ElbertW. “Joe"FridayJr., NOAA
assistantadministratorfor
oceanicandatmosphericresearch,
retiredfromNOAAafter38yearsof
federalserviceinlateJunetoaccepta
positionasDirectoroftheBoardof
AtmosphericScienceandClimateat
theNationalAcademyofScience.

“ThavebeenblessedinthatIhave
enjoyedeveryassignmentthatlhave
hadduringmyfederalcareer,particu-
larlythelastyearinOAR Thisisa
tremendousorganization,contributing
greatlytotheNation.Itistrulywith
mixedemotionsthatlleaveNOA Afor
newchallengesandcontinuedpublic
serviceattheNationalAcademyof
Science,"Fridaysaid.

Fridayhadbeentheassistantadminis-
tratorforoceanicandatmospheric
researchsinceJuly1997 ,whenheleft

keyactions,anoverviewofstate-
developedUnifiedWatershed
Assessmentswhichidentifywater-

continuedonpage3

ElbertW."Joe"FridayJr.

hispositionasassistantadministrator
forweatherservicesanddirectorof
theNationalWeatherService.

HejoinedNOAAinSeptember1981
asNWSdeputydirector,followinga
20-yearcareerintheU.S.AirForce.

continuedonpage8
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NMES,Conn.SchoolWorkTogetheron

ScallopExperiment

nunusualcollaboration

betweenNMF Sscientistsand

Connecticuthighschool
studentshasgrownintoasix-month
bayscallopexperimentaboardboard
thehighschool's6-footresearch
vessel.

Workingon CatherineMoore the
researchteamfromtheNMFS
Milford,Conn. laboratoryand
studentsatBridgeportRegional
VocationalAquacultureSchool
measuredandcountedout6,000
smallscallopsduringacruisetoan
aquaculturesiteinL.onglsland
Sound.Thestudentsputdifferent
numbersofscallopsinmeshbagsthat
willhanginthewaterforsixmonths
totesttheeffectofpopulationdensity
onscallopgrowthandsurvival.

“Theschoolhasapermittedsitefor
long-lineaquacultureandstudentseager
todoprojects, "explainedJames
Widman aNMF Sresearchfisheries
biologistattheMilfordlab.“Wehave
lotsofscallopsandsomequestionswed
liketoaskaboutgrowthandsurvival.”

Thestudentsinvolvedinthebay
scallopprojectarejuniorsand
seniorswhohaveexperiencecultur-
ingmarineandfreshwateranimalsin
theschool'slaboratories.Incoopera-
tionwithaNOAA-sponsored

Clean Water Plan
Updates Online

continuedfrompage2

shedsneedingremedialefforts,anda
reportonthehealthofournation’s
watersheds.

Youcanviewtheplanandfind
overall,interagencyimplementation
updatesonthelnternetathttp://
www.epa.gov/cleanwater,
—DanDewell &

JamesWidman,a
NOAAreserch
fisheriesbiologist,
isputtingscallops
inalanternnet
withthehelpof
Studentsfromthe
Bridgeport
RegionalVocational
Aquaculture
School. Standing
behindWidman
sewingupanetis
JenAugustine,a
senioratShelton
HighSchool.
Foregroundsewing
anetshutisJulia
Garavel,aFairfield
HighSchoolsenior.
Behindheris
NicoleHessberger,
aJonathanLaw
HighSchool
(Milford)junior.

Chinesescientistwhodemonstrated
long-lineculturetechniques,the
studentsspawnedbayscallopsinthe
labandgrewthemoutintheSound
twoyearsago.

“WehavedemonstratedthatLong
IslandSoundcansupportbay
scallops, "saidSherryLonergan,one
ofthreeteacherswhorunthe
aquacultureprogramatthefour-
year-oldBridgeportschool.Now,in
collaborationwiththeNMFES
biologists,Lonergan’sstudentsare
doingscientificteststomeasurethe
efficiencyofdifferentculturing
methods.

Thereal-worldcourseworkis
helpingthestudentslearnabout
scienceandsimultaneouslyhelping

todevelopmethodsthatcouldbe
usedtogrowbayscallopscommer-
ciallyinLonglslandSound,where
nativescalloppopulationshaveall
butdisappeared.

ScientistsattheMilfordlaboratory
haveanumberofstudiesunderway
todevelopefficientandecologically
soundmethodsforculturingbay
scallopsandtautog. Theyalsostudy
growthandsurvivalofscallops,
tautogandwinterflounderin
differenthabitattypesalongthe
AtlanticCoast. Widman'sMilford
colleaguesonthebayscallopdensity
studyareDr.AnthonyCalabrese,
directoroftheMilfordlaboratory,
Dr.SheilaStiles, Joseph
ChoromanskiandChrisCooper.

—GeorgeLiles @
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Whenwildfiresstruckthisyear,staff
fromNWS NESDIS,andOAR's
AirResourcesLaboratoryteamedup
topreparedailyinformationthat
oftenmeantthelifesavingdifference
tofirefighters.

UsingNOAAgeostationaryand
polarorbitingsatelliteimages,
meteorologicalandairquality
forecastmodels,andDoppler
weatherradarimagery, NOAA'steam
providedinformationinpersonand
online.NOAAwascreditedwith
identifyingthelocationofactivefire
hotspots,smokeplumes,smoke
trajectories,andoverallwindand
weatherforecasts.

Weatherisoneofthekeyingredients
inhowafirewillbehave.Accurate
forecastsofwinddirectionandspeed
stronglyinfluencefirestrategyand
helpincidentcommandersmakethe
bestdecisionstosafelyandefficiently
controlwildfires.Drycoldfrontscan
changethedirectionandspeedof
thewind,anddrythunderstorms
causedownbursts,erraticwind
conditionsanddangerouslightning.
Marine-relatedweatheraffectsthe
winds,humidityandtemperature
nearthefireincoastalareas.

FourNWSincidentmeteorologists
weresenttotheweatherservice's
NationalCentersforEnvironmental
PredictionHydrometeorological
PredictionCenterinCampSprings,
Md.earlythisspring. Theysupplied

directweathersupporttotheU.S.
fireadvisorsinMexicoandGuate-
malaandbriefedstafffromtheU.S.
NationalSecurityCouncilonthe
fires'status. Whilethere,themeteo-
rologistsalsoeducatedotherforecast-
ersintheuniquerequirementsfor
fireweather.

BETTERFEDERALCOORDINATION
“Thenationalcentersprovided
forecastguidancethataidedinbetter
coordinationbetweenthevarious
participatingFederalagencies,the
WhiteHouseandlocalNW Sfield

Florida Wildfires

offices,"saidDaveReynolds, HPC
branchchief.

Inthemiddleof]June,thefiresin
Floridawerespreading. NESDIS
meteorologistswerecalledinto
servicetoprovideauniqueviewof
thefires--onefromthousandsof
milesinspace.

ExperiencewithfiresinMexico,
Brazil Indonesiaandelsewherehad
shownhowusefulNOAA'sgeosta-
tionaryandpolarorbitingsatellites
wereindetectingthenumberand
extentoffiresandsmokeinremote

IncidentmeteorologistJamesMerrelldownloadsweatherobservationsinthefieldatthe
ApalachicolaNationalForestinFloridalastMay.
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ThisimagefromtheheightoftheFloridafiresonJuly2,showslargeclustersoffiresnear
OrmondandDaytonabeaches,alargecomplexbetweenOakHillandTitusville,and
severalsmallfiresnorthofOrmondBeach.Smokecanbeseenstreamingeastwardoffthe
coastfromeachclusteroffires. TheimagewastakenbytheNOAA-12satellite.

areas. NESDIS NationalGeophysical
DataCenterinBoulder,Colo.and
theOfficeofResearchandApplica-
tionsinCampSprings,Md.detected
“hotspots”causedbythefiresand
thenseparatedthesespotsfrom
smokecausedbythosesamefires.

WhenthecallcamefromtheFlorida
DivisionofForestrytotheOfficeof
SatelliteDataProcessingandDistri-
butiononJune22, NESDISmeteo-
rologistswerealreadyproducinghot
spotandsmokeimageryonacounty
bycountybasis.Foreasiestdistribu-
tion,theseproductswerepostedto
thelnternet.

HelenWood,OSDPDdirector,and
herstaffprovidedadailyproductionof
experimentalhotspotimageryand
analyses.Informationfromthese

satellite-basedproductswasalsousedin
smokedispersionmodelsrunbyOAR.

Duetothissuccessfulteameffort,
NESDISmanagementrecently
endorsedthedevelopmentofan
operationalfireproduct,insupportof
NWSandotheragencyrequirements.

Developingforecastproductsthat
trackthedispersionofaccidental
releasesofpollutantsintothe
atmospheresuchasradionuclides,
volcanicashorchemicalsisthe
responsibilityoftheAirResource
Laboratories.Forexample, ARLhas
beenprovidingsmokeforecastsfor
SoutheastAsia,throughitslinkages
withtheWorldMeteorological
Organization.

DuringtheMexicanfires,several

agenciesmaderegularuseofthe
ARLnumericaldispersionmodelsto
providedailyparticulateconcentra-
tionsasaresultofsmokeparticles
emittedintotheair.

“Thismodelprovidesimportant
informationabouttheairquality.As
aresult, Texasagenciesissuedregular
advisoriesalertingthepublicto
potentialhealthdangers, "saidJeff
McQueen, ARLmeteorologistin
SilverSpring,Md.

“ForFlorida,weagainworkedwith
stateandregionalorganizationsto
showtheprojectedsmokeplume
movementsforthenexttwodays.
Thishelpedstateagenciesandthe
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
issuchealthalerts,"saidMcQueen.

NWSSouthernRegionHeadquar-
tersinFt.Worth, Texasopeneda24-
hourFireWeatherSupportCenterto
servicetheneedsofthefieldperson-
nelinvolvedwiththeFloridafire
effort. Theyalsocreatedspeciallinks
andaddedspecificforecastproducts
totheirregionalhomepage.

NWScontiguousregionalandfield
officestaffsalsoprovidesupport.
Theyassurethedeployedforecasters
havesatellitedishes,laptopcomput-
ers,cellphonesandotherlogistical
supplies.Regionalrepresentatives,
incidentmeteorologistsandcentral
coordinationofficialsparticipatein
dailyteleconferencesduringthefires.
NWSforecastofficesprovideroutine

continuedonpage6
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InternetCommunicationsLetsNWS
SpreadFireWeatherinformationQuickly

continuedfrompageb

fireweatherandsite-specificfore-
casts,andsupportthemeteorologists
andfirebehavioranalystsatwild-
fires.

“TheNationalWeatherServiceplays
amajorroleinwildlandfiremanage-
ment, "saidPaulStokols, NWS
NationalFireWeatherProgram
leader.“Wehavealonghistory,
datingbacktoasearlyas1914,of
providingdirectsupportto
firefightingagencies. Duringthepast
fewyears,astheNWSmoderniza-
tionandrestructuringhavepro-
gressed,we vestandardizedand
improvedmanyservicestowildland
fireoperations,"addedStokols.

“Bymaximizingourforecastcapa-
bilitiesandthelnternet,theNWS
providedaseriesofverycritical
productsandservicesthatweknow
madeadifferencetothosemaking
manycriticaldecisions.Anancillary
benefitwasthatmanyotherswere
alsoabletotrackthefiresviathe

satelliteimageryorourforecast
productsontheNet. Thenews
mediaandotheragencieswere

promotingandlinkingtothevarious
NOAAsiteseveryday, "saidStokols.

—MariluTrainor &

NWSincidentMeteorologistDavidRittenberryimprovesasunshieldforhislaptop
computeronsiteinApalachicolaNationalForestinFloridalastMay.

Watches and Warnings Are Different,
Weather Service Reminds

‘ N ’iththeU.S.sufferingmore
thunderstorms,tornadoes,
flashfloodsandothersevereweather

thananyothernation,everyone
shouldpaycloseattentiontothe

outlooks,watches ,andwarnings issued

bytheNational WeatherServiceand
takeappropriateactiontoprotect
livesandproperty.

Outlooks:Everymorning,theStorm
PredictionCenterinNorman,Okla.
issuesoutlooksforconvective
weather (tornadoesandsevere
thunderstorms) .Forflashfloods,
morningoutlooksareissuedbythe
HydrometeorologicalPrediction
BranchinCampSpring,Md.Both

officesarepartofthe Weather
Service'sNationalCentersfor
EnvironmentalPrediction.

Watches:TheStormPrediction
Centerissueswatcheswhencondi-
tionsarefavorableforthedevelop-
mentoftornadoesandsevere
thunderstorms.LocalNW Soffices
havetheresponsibilityforissuing
watchesforfloodsandflashfloods.

Warnings:NW Sforecastoffices
issueweatherwarningswhentorna-
doesandseverethunderstormsare
imminentorarealreadyoccurring.

OtherWatchesandWarnings :The
localofficesalsoissuewatchesand

warningsforwinterweatherand
non-precipitationeventssuchas
excessiveheat,windchill densefog,
andhighwinds.

—BobChartuk &

GotaStory?

[ftheresastoryaboutyour
NOAAofficeyoudliketotell,
contactusbyphoneat202-
482-6090 faxat202-482-
3154, orbye-mailat
Jerryslaff@noaa.gov (Internet)
or jerrys@pa®@noaa(Ban-

yan). &
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Aquanauts Spend Six Days Under the Sea

Exploring Keys Sanctuary in Aquarius

ixunderwaterexplorerslived

ontheoceanfloorforsixdays

lastmonth,wheretheystudied
theconditionofreefsinthedeeper
watersof NOAA'sFloridaKeys
NationalMarineSanctuary.Living
muchlikespaceshuttleastronauts,
these ‘aquanauts”willworkandlivein
Aquarius—theworld sonlyunderwa-
terhabitat—IlocatedfivemilesoffKey
Largoatadepthof50feet.

Theaquanautsparticipatinginthis
inauguralmissionofthe1998
researchseason,whichbeganTuesday,
August5,includedDr.Steven
Gittings, thesciencedirectorof
NOAA'sNationalMarineSanctuary
program;BillyCausey,superinten-
dentofNOAA'sFloridaKeysNa-
tionalMarineSanctuary;Dr.Sylvia
Earle,NationalGeographicExplorer-
in-ResidenceandformerNOAA
ChiefScientist;andDr.EllenPrager
oftheU.S.GeologicalSurvey.

“Thisfirstmissioninthenewly
refurbishedAquariuswillprovide
informationabouttheconditionof
U.S.coralreefsinwatersdeeperthan

curredinrecentyearsinshallow

.

TheAquariusunderseahabitatistheworld'sonlyunderwaterlaboratoryoperatinginthe

oceans,worldwide. ScientistsliveinandworkfromAquariussurroundedbytheequipment
andcomfortofamodernlaboratory. Thehabitatrestsin60feetofwaterintheFloridaKeys

NationalMarineSanctuary.

canberoutinelyreachedusing
surface-baseddivingtechniques,”
saidStevenMiller,associatedirector
oftheUniversityofNorthCarolina
atWilmington'sNationalUndersea
ResearchProgram. “Itiswellknown
thatsignificantdeclineshaveoc-

AquariusAquanuatsBillyCausey,SylviaEarle, SteveGittings,andEllenPragertrade
places,becomingthe "goldfishinthebowl. “Throughouttheirsix-daymission,curious
barracuda,tarpins,barjacks,andtheoccasionalscubadiverpeeredintothehabitattosee
thepecularinhaitantswithin.

coralreefenvironmentsinFlorida
andthroughouttheCaribbean.
However,deepercoralreefsbetween
60and120feetremainlargely
unexploredandtheirconditionis
notwelldocumented, "hesaid.

“Thetimingofthismissionis
particularlyimportantinthis,the
YearoftheOcean,whichisfocused
onmakingmarineresourcesa
priority,"saidCausey.“ Thismission
affordsustheopportunitytobetter
understandtheimpactstothisvital
marineenvironment,howweaffectit
anditaffectsus.Abetterunderstand-
ingofthehealthofthisenvironment
iscriticaltothelongtermprotection
oftheFloridaKeysSanctuary.”

“ThisAquariusmissiongivesusa
uniqueopportunitytolearnabout
thecoralreefsasanindicatorofthe
healthofthenation'swaters, "said
Dr.Earle.“Forthenextweek,we
willbecomeoceanresidents,and
exploreandcommunicatethe
connectionbetweenthehealthofthe

continuedonpage8
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WeatherDisplaysaHitatAircraftfair
ourmessage—oratleastrecognitionof TheNOAA/NW S Sexhibitwaspart

ticipatingforthefifth
consecutiveyear,theNational
WeatherServiceenjoyed

unprecedentedsuccessatAirVenture
'98,theannualconventionofthe
ExperimentalAircraftAssociation
(EAA)inOshkosh,Wisconsin.

HowardDiamond, NWSHeadquar-
tersOfficeofSystemsOperations
stafferwhohasledtheNWSinvolve-
mentwiththeassociationthepast
fouryears,saidNOAAandNWS
employeesstaffingtheexhibitmade
morepersonalcontactsandprovided
moreinformationthaninpastyears.
Thankstotheinteractiveapproach,
hesaid,visitorswereabletoextract
realvaluefromtheexhibit.

“InthisworldofTheWeatherChan-
nel, TVnewsandthelnternet,Ithink

whodeliversthatmessage—sometimes
getsiost."Diamondsaid. It satevents
likeOshkoshandothersuchgather-
ingsthatwecanhelpinbeingheard
andbeingknown.

“Atmostshows,peoplepickup
brochuresandmaybesometrinkets
andgoawaymaybeknowingwho
youare, butmaybenot. Whenpeople
stopbyourdisplayareaandget
hands-ondemonstrationsofthehome
pagesoftheirlocalforecastofficesand
theirtravelroutes,andlearnallthisis
providedbytheWeatherServiceand
NOAA lthinkitleavesthemwitha
verypositiveimpressionofagencies
thattrulyprovideservicestheycan
use.They'vealsobeenimpressedwith
theprofessionalismevidencedbyour
displaysandoperations.”

Aquarius Aquanauts Explore Keys

continuedfrompage7

oceansandourownhealth.”

FundedbyNOAA Aquariusis
operatedbytheUNCW 'sNational
UnderseaResearchCenter,oneofsix
suchcentersjointlyoperatedby
NOAAanditspartneruniversities.
Aquariuswasfirstdeployedinthe
FloridaKeysNationalMarine
SanctuaryfromSeptember1993to
May1996.Sincethattimethe
Aquariussystemhasbeencompletely
refurbishedinpartnershipwiththe
HarrisCorporation,Melbourne,
Fla.,andHarborBranchOceano-
graphiclnstitution,FortPierce,Fla.

Aquariusmakesitpossibleforaqua-
naut-scientiststoliveandworkunder
watercontinuouslyduringseven-to
ten-daymissionstostudyNorth
Americaslargestlivingcoralreef
system. Witheightsciencemissions
plannedforthisyear, Aquariusisthe
focalpointforNOAAscomprehensive
environmentalresearchprogramaimed
atbetterunderstandingandpreserving

endangeredcoralreefecosystemsin
U.S.waters.

Previously,operationsweremoni-
tored24hoursadayfromasupport
bargemooredaboveAquarius.The
newAquarius2000,however,
operatesusingastand-alonesupport
buoythatusestelemetrytoprovide
data,audioandvideolinksfrom
Aquariustoshore.

—JustinKenney ©

continuedfrompage2
FridayisafellowoftheAmerican
MeteorologicalSociety,therecipient
ofthePresidentialRankAwardof
MeritoriousService,wasnamedthe
1993FederalExecutiveofthe Year
bytheFederalExecutiveAlumni
AssociationandreceivedtheAmeri-
canMeteorologicalSociety's1998
ClevelandAbbeAwardforDistin-
guishedServicetoAtmospheric
SciencesbyanIndividual. ©

oftheEAAjinternationalFederal
Pavilionthatincluded16agencies
fromtheUnitedStatesandCanada.
Visitorattendanceatthepavilion
wasrecordedbytheNationalPark
Service(aparticipatingagency)at
morethan102,000,anincreaseof
almost40,000fromthe1997show.
TheEAA'sconventionofprivate,
commercial,andmilitarypilotsisthe
largestgatheringofprivateaircraftin
theUnitedStates,consistently
drawingmorethan800,000visitors
and12,000aircrafttothetownof
60.000.The1998conventiondrewa
recordattendanceof855,000.

Mostlyoldhandsinaviation, visitors
wereintriguedbythetechnology
deployedonthetwoNOAAaircraft
ondisplay—asnowsurvey
AeroCommanderfromtheNWS's
NationalOperationalHydrologic
RemoteSensingCenter(NOHRSC)
inChanhassen,Minn.,anda
pollution-sensingLongE-Zfrom
NOAA'sAirResourcesLaboratory
(ARL)inOakRidge, Tenn.

—PatrickSlattery
Ry —
NOAAReport isamonthlypublicationfor
NOAAemployeesfromtheOfficeofPublic
Affairs,Washington.
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