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*NOAA Plays Major Role In
*Balloonist'sRescue: *Theemergency
*signa^fromU.S.hot-ai^rballoonistSteve
*Fossett'semergenc^ybeaconwasfirst
detected by the international *Cospas-
*Sarsat search and rescue system on
Augusti *6^Fosset^t'sballoonhadfallen
*intothesouthernPacificOceanduring
*aseverestormwhilehewasattempt-
*inggoaroundtheworld.

*NOAArepresentstheUnitedStatesin
this program, provides satellite *plat-
*formsandgroundequipment,andop-
*eratestheU.S.MissionControlCenter.

*Newsl

*Thekeyto^hissurvival,Fossettsaid,was
*gettingoutoftheballoonwiththesatel-
*liteEPIRBbeaconandthesmallliferaft
*sothathedidnotsufferfromexposure.

China Uses *NOAA Technology to
*BattleFloods *:Therecentfloodsalong
the Yangtze River in China have been
*devastating.Overtheyears^.NOA^A^ias
*assistedtheChinesegovernmentwith
*technologytohelpthatnation'smeteo-
*rologists^predictandhelpmitigatesuch
events.

*Fon^example^.NOAA's^NationalWeather
*Serviceenteredintoanagreementwith
*China'sMinistryofWaterResourcesto
implement the NWS River Forecast
*SystemfortheHuaiRiver.Thissystem
became *operationalinthesummer of
1*995.Duringthesummerof1*996,the
*HuaiRiverexperiencedmajorflooding
similar to the floods currently being
*experiencedon^theYangtze. *^@

*Incidentme^teorologis^tDavid^Ri^t^tenberry^assembleswea^therobservingequipmentinthe
*ApalachicolaNationalFores^tinFloridalas^tMay^.aswildfiresplaguedpar^tofth^atsta^te.

*Wild^f^iresGi^veChancetoUse
*NewForecastTechnologies
^1^1 *^"^K *Tildfiresaredeadlyand
*\/ *\/ *devastatingscenes.They
V V *areacombatzonewith

*flamesonthehorizonandsmokein
*theair^.sometimesnearamajorcity,
*butmoreoftendeepintheforests.

*Nearby^.NationalWeatherService
*incidentmeteorologistsaredoing
*theirjob.But^.behindthescenes,
*therearehundredsofotherNOAA

*employeessupportingthefire
*fightingcommunity.

*Therecentoutbreakofwildfiresin
Mexico,Guatemala,*Floridaand
*Texasprovidedanunprecedented
*opportuni^tyformanyNOAAoffices
*^toprotectlivesandproperty.

*con^tinuedonpage4
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Gar̂ da: ̂Clean Water Plan a ̂ Major Prio r̂̂ it̂ y
^T^V *TOAAandotherfederal

*^^^k I *agenciesareworkingto
*-L ^il *implementtheCleanWater
*ActionPlan^.asweepingeffortto
*maketh^enation'swatersswimmable*,*
*fishable^.anddrinkable,announced
*byPrcsidentClintonandVice
*PresidentGoreinFebruary.

*Theplanidentifiesl 1 *Ikeyactions
*designedtostrengthenexisting
*programsandsupportanaccelerated
*efforttoattackthenation'sremain-
*ing^waterqua^lityproblems.Organi-

*FundEstablished
*forDOC^Victimsof
*KenyaBombing

*^n^VieCommercefamilywasagain
*_L *stungbytragedythismonth,

*whentwoForeignServiceNationals
*werekilledandfourotherCom-
*merceemployeeswereinjuredinthe
*terroristattackonourEmbassyin
*Nairobion August^?*.

*TheDepartmenthasestablisheda
*specialfundtoassistthefamiliesand
*victimsoftheattack^.helpingthem
*provideforfuneralexpenses,
*children'seducationalexpenses,
*hospitalizationandrehabilitation
e^xpenses,*andotherneedsrelatedto
*thefamilies'lostincome.

*Checksshouldbemadepayableto
*theCommerceEmployeesFundand
*senttothe *Feder^alEmpIoyeeEducation
*andAŝ sistanceFund, 8441 *Wê stBowles
*Ave,Suite^200,Lit^tleton,CO80123.

*Donationsaretaxdeduc^tibleand
*willbeadminis^teredbythefund,
*whichpreviouslyassistedthevictims
*oftheOklahomaCitybombingand
*thefamiliesoftheCommerce
*employeeswhoperishedinthe 1996
*planecrashinCroatia. i^g^)

*zationoftheplanisbasedon
*watershedsaroundthenation.

*TheCleanWaterActionPlanunifies
*theeffortsofNOAAemployees,
*currentlyparticipatingonAction
Teams,*directlyresponsiblefor
completing
tasks
*outlinedby
*theplan.
*TheNOAA
*CleanWater
Committee
*hasmet
*twiceto
coordinate
*theefforts
*oftheline
*officesin
improving
*watershedhealth.

*thepublictomakerealimprove-
*mentsinthenation'swaterquality, *'
*saidTerryGarcia^.NOAAdeputy
*admimstrator^/'Thepeoplefrom
*NOAAandotheragenciesinvolved
*intheinitialplanninghavesetupan

*excellentframe^workforourf^uture
efforts.Soon
*manypartsof
*NOAAwillbe
*involvedin
*the'action'of
*theClean
*WaterAction
Plan."

CLEAN WATER
A^CTION P^LAN

*"TheCleanWaterActionPlanisa
*tremendousopportunityforthe
*^federalgovernmenttopartnerwith
states,*localgovernments,tribes,and

R^es^t^ori^n^g ^&^
^P^r^ot^e^ctin^g^

A^m^e^r^ic^a'̂ s ^W^at^e^rs
*Updateson
*theplanwill
*appearinthe
*NOAA
Report

*including;moredetailsonNOAA's
*keyactions^.anoverviewofstate-
*developedUnifiedWatershed
*Assessmentswhichidentifywater-

*continuedonpage^S

^F r̂̂ î da^y Leav^e^s for Nat 7 A^cade^my P^ost
*IbertW. *" *Joe"FridayJr. *,NOA A

*/assistantadministratorfor
*oceanicandatmosphericresearch,
*retiredfromNOAAafter^S^Syearsof
*federalserviceinlatejunetoaccepta
*positionasDirectoroftheBoardof
*AtmosphericScienceandClimateat
*theNationalAcademyofScience.

*"Ihavebeenblessedinthatlhave
*enjoyedeveryassignmentthatlhave
*hadduringmyfederalcareer^.particu-
*larlythelastyearinOAR.Thisisa
*tremendousorganization^.contributing
*greatlytotheNation.Itistrulywith
*mixedemotionsthatlleaveNOAAfor
*newchallengesandcontinuedpublic
*serviceattheNationalAcademyof
Science*, *"Fridaysaid.

*Fridayhadbeentheassistantadminis-
*tratorforoceanicandatmospheric
*researchsincejuly 1997 *^.whenheleft

*Elbe^rtW."Joe"FridayJr.

*hispositionasassistantadministrator
*forweatherservicesanddirectorof
*theNationalWeatherService.

*HejoinedNOAAinSeptemberl981
*asNWSdeputydirector^.followinga
*20-yearcareerintheU.S.AirForce.

*continuedonpage^S
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*NMFS^,Conn.SchoolWorkTogetheron
*ScallopExperiment

^A *nunusualcollaboration
*/ *\ *betweenNMFSscientistsand

*^J. *^.^LConnecticuthighschool
*studentshasgrownintoasix-month
*bayscallopexperimentaboardboard
*thehighschool's^S^G-footresearch

vessel.

*Workingon *CatherineMoore *,the
*researchteamfromtheNMFS
*Milford,Conn.,laboratoryand

*studentsatBridgeportRegional
*Vocatio^nalAquacultureSchool
*measuredandcountedout6,000
*smallscallopsduringacruisetoan
*aquaculturesiteinLonglsland

*Sound.Thcstudentsputdifferent
*numbersofscallopsinmeshbagsthat
*willhanginthe^waterforsixmonths
*totesttheeffectofpopulationdensity
*onscallopgrowthandsurvival.

*"Theschoolhasapermitte^dsitefor
*long-lineaquacultureandstudentseager
*todoprojects, *"explainedjames
*Widman *^.aNMFSresearchf^isheries
*biologist^attheMilfor^dlab^/'Wehave
*lot^so^f^tcallopsandsomequestionswe'd
*liketoaskaboutgrowthandsurvival. *"

*Thestudentsinvolvedinthebay
*scallopprojectarejuniorsand
*seniorswhohaveexperiencccultur-
*ingmarineandfreshwateranimalsin
*theschool'slaboratories.Incoopera-
*tionwithaNOAA-sponsored

^Clea^n Water Plan
Updates On̂ line
*continue^d^frompage^2

*shcdsneedingremedialefforts^.anda
*reportonthehealthofournation's
watersheds.

*Youcanvicwtheplanandfind
overall, *interagencyimplcmentation
*updatesonthelnternetathttp://
www.epa.gov/cleanwater.

—*DanDewell

*JamesWidman,^a
*^NOAAreserch

*fisheriesbiologis^t,
*ispu^t^tingscallops
*inalan^ternne^t
*withthehelpof

*stu^dentsf^romthe

Bridgepo r̂t
*RegionalVocational

Aquaculture
*School.Standing
*behindWidman

*sewingupanetis
*JenAugustine,a
*senioratShelton
*HighSchool,

*Foregroundse ̂ wing
*ane^tshutisJulia
*Garav^el,aFairfield
*HighSchoolsenior.

*Behindheris
*^NicoleHessberger,

*aJonathanLaw

*HighSchool
*(Milford)junior.

*Chinesescientistwhodemonstrated

*long-lineculturetechniques^.the
*studentsspawnedbayscallopsinthe

*labandgrewthemoutintheSound
*twoyearsago.

*"WehavedemonstratedthatLong
*IslandSoundcansupportbay
scallops, *"saidSherryLonergan *,one
*ofthreeteacherswhorunthe
*aquacultureprogramatthefour-
*year-oldBridgeportschool.Now,in

*collaborationwiththeNMFS
biologists, *Lonergan'sstudentsare
*doingscientificteststomeasurethe

*efficiencyofdifferentculturing
methods.

*Thereal-worldcourseworkis

*helpingthestudentslearnabout
*scienceandsimultaneouslyhelping

*todevelopmethodsthatcouldbe
*usedtogrowbayscallopscommer-
*ciallyinLonglslandSound, where
*nativescalloppopulationshaveall
*b^utdisappeared.

*ScientistsattheMilfordlaboratory
*haveanumberofst^udiesunderway
*todevelopefficientandecologically

*soundmethodsforculturingbay
*scallopsandtautog.Theyalsostudy

*growthandsurvivalofscallops,
*tautogandwinterf^lounderin

*differenthabitattypesalongthe
*AtlanticCoast.Widman'sMilford
*colleaguesonthebayscallopdensity

*studyareDr.AnthonyCalabresc,
*directoroftheMilfordlaboratory,

*Dr.SheilaStilesJoseph
*ChoromanskiandChrisCooper.

*^—GeorgeLll^es



*^NOAA R^epo^r^t/August 1998

Focus

Florî da Wil̂ d f̂̂ ires
*continuedfrompage ̂ 7

*Whenwildfiresstruckthisyear^.staff
*fromNWS^.NESDIS^.andOAR's
*AirResourcesLaboratoryteamedup
*topreparedailyinformationthat
*oftcnmeantthelifesavingdifference
*tofirefighters.

*UsingNOAAgeostationaryand
*polarorbitingsatelliteimages,
*meteorologicalandairquality
*forecastmodels^.andDopplcr
*weatherradarimagery^.NOAA'steam
*providedinformationinpersonand
online. *NOAAwascredited with
*identifyingthelocationofactivefire
*hotspots^.smokeplumes, smoke
trajectories,*andoverallwindand
*weatherforecasts.

*Weatherisoneofthekeyingredients
*inhowafirewillbehave. Accurate
*forecastsofwinddirectionandspeed
*stronglyinfluencefirestrategyand
*helpincidentcommandersmakethe
*bestdecisionstosafelyandefficiently
*controlwildfires.Drycoldfrontscan
*changethedirectionandspeedof
*thewind^.anddrythunderstorms
*causedownbursts^.erraticwind
*conditionsanddangero^uslightning.

*Marine-relatedweatheraffectsthe
winds,*humidityandtemperature
*nearthefireincoastalareas.

*FourNWSincidentmeteorologists
*weresenttotheweatherser vice's
*NationalCentersforEnvironmental

*PredictionHydrometeorological
*PrcdictionCenterinCampSprings,
*Md.earlythisspring.Theysupplied

*directweathersupporttotheU.S.
*fireadvisorsinMexicoandGuate-
*malaandbriefedstafffromtheU.S.
*NationalSecurityCouncilonthe
fires'*status.Whilethere^.themeteo-
*rologistsalsoeducatedotherforecast-
*ersintheuniquerequirementsfor
fi re weather.

*BETTERFEDERALCOORDINATION
*" *Thenationalcentersprovided
*forecastguidancethataidedinbetter
*coordinationbetweenthevarious
*participatingFederalagencies^.the
*WhiteHouseandlocalNWSfield

offices, *"saidDaveReynolds^.HPC
*branchchief.

*Inthemiddleofjune^.thefiresin
*Floridawerespreading.NESDIS
*meteorologistswerecalledinto
*servicetoprovideauniqueviewof
*thefires—*onefromthousandsof
*milesinspace.

*ExperiencewithfiresinMexico,
Brazil,*Indonesiaandelsewherehad
*shownhowusefulNOAA'sgeosta-
*tionaryandpolarorbitingsatellites
*wereindetectingthenumberand
*extentoffiresandsmokeinremote

*Inciden^tmeteorologistJamesMerrelldownloadswea^therobserva^tionsinthefieldat^the
*Apalac^hicola^Na^tionalFores^tinFloridalastMa^y.
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*Thisimagefromtheheigh^toftheFloridafiresonJuly^2,showslargeclustersoffiresne^ar
*OrmondandDa^ytonabeaches,alargecomplexbetweenOakHillandTitus^ville,and
*severalsmall^firesno^r^tho^FOrmondBeach.Smokecanb^eseens^t^reamingeastwardo^ffthe
*coas^tfromeachclus^teroffires.TheimagewastakenbytheNOAA-^Wsatelli^te.

areas. *NESDIS'NationalGeophysical
*DataCenterinBoulder^.Colo.and
*thcOfficeofResearchandApplica-
*tionsinCampSprings^.Md.detected
*"hot^spots"causedbythefiresand
*thenseparatedthesespotsfrom
*smokecausedbythosesamefires.

*W^henthecallcamefromtheFlorida
*DivisionofForestrytotheOfficeof
*SatelliteDataProcessingandDistri-
*butiononJune22,NESDISmeteo-
*rologistswerealreadyproducinghot
*spotandsmokeimageryo^nacounty
*bycountybasis.Foreasiestdistribu-
*tion *^.theseproductswerepostedto
*thelnternet.

*HelenWood,OSDPDdirector,and

*herstaff^providedadaily^productionof
*experimentalhotspo^umageryand
*analyses.Inforrnationfromthese

*satellite-basedproductswasalsousedin
*smokedispersionmodelsrunbyOAR.

*Duetothissuccessf*ulteameffort*,*
*NESDISmanagementrecently
*endorsedthedevelopmentofan
operational *fireproduct^.insupportof
*NWSandotheragencyrequirements.

*Developingforecastproductsthat
*trackthedispersionofaccidental
*releasesofpollutantsintothe
*atmospheresuchasradionuclides,
*volcanicashorchemicalsisthe
*responsibilityoftheAirResource
Laboratories.*Forexample^.ARLhas
*beenprovidingsmokeforecastsfor
*SoutheastAsia^.throughitslinkages
*withtheWorldMeteorological

Organization.

*DuringtheMcxicanfires^.several

*agenciesmaderegularuseofthe

*ARLnumericaldispersionmodelsto
*providedailyparticulateconcentra-
*tionsasaresultofsmokeparticles
*emittedintotheair.

*"Thismodelprovidesimportant

*informationabouttheairquality.As
*aresult^.Texasagenciesissuedregular
*advisoriesalertingthepublicto
*potentialhealthdangers,*' *saidjeff
McQueen, *ARLmeteorologistin
*SilverSpring^.Md.

*"ForFlorida^.weagain worked with
*stateandregionalorganizationsto
*showtheprojectedsmokeplume
*movementsforthenexttwodays.
*Thishelpedstateagenciesandthe
*EnvironmentalProtection Agency
*issuehealthalerts, *"saidMcQueen*.

*NWSSouthernRegionHeadquar-
*tersinFt.Worth,Texasopeneda24-
*hourFireWeatherSupportCenterto
*servicetheneedsofthefieldperson-
*nelinvolvedwiththeFloridafire
*effort.Theyalsocreatedspeciallinks
*andaddedspecificforecastproducts

*totheirregionalhomepage.

*NWScontiguousregionalandfield
*officestaffsalsoprovidesupport.
*Theyassurethedeployedforecasters
*havesatellitedishes^.laptopcomput-
*ers^.cellphonesandotherlogistical

supplies.*Regionalrepresentatives,
*incidentmeteorologistsandcentral

*coordinationofficialsparticipatein
*dailyteleconferencesduringthefires.
*NWSforecastofficesprovideroutinc

*continuedonpage6
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*InternetCommunicationsLets^NWS
*SpreadFireWeatherlnformationQuickly
*continuedfrompage^S

*fireweatherandsite-specificfore-
*casts^.andsupportthemeteorologists
*andfirebehavioranalystsatwild-
*fires.

*"TheNationalWeatherServiceplays
*amajorroleinwildlandfiremanage-
*ment,"saidPaulStokols,NWS
*NationalFireWeatherProgram
leader. *" *Wehavealonghistory,
*datingbacktoasearlyas 1914 *,of
*providingdirectsupportto
*firefightingagencies.Duringthepast
*fewyears^.astheNWSmoderniza-
*tionandrestructuringhavepro-
*gressed^.we *vestandardizedand
*improvedmanyservicestowildland
*fireoperations,"addedStokols.

*"Bymaximizingourforecastcapa-
*bilitiesandthelnternet^.theNWS
*providedaseriesofverycritical
*productsandservicest^hatweknow
*madeadifferencetothosemaking
*^manycriticaldecisions.Anancillary
*benefitwasthatmanyotherswere
*alsoabletotrackthefiresviathe

*satelliteimageryorourforecast
*productsontheNet.Thenews
*mediaandotheragencieswere

*promotingandlinkingtothevarious
*NOAAsiteseveryday^/'saidStokols.

—*MariluTrainor

*NWSIncidentMeteorologistDavidRi^ttenberryimpro^vesasunshieldfor^hislaptop
*computeronsiteinAp^alachicola^NationalForestinFloridalas^tMay.

Watches and Warnings Are Different̂ ,̂
Weather Ser̂ vice Rê minds

*\ ̂ A */^'^t^htheU.S.sufferingmore
V V thunderstorms,tornadoes,

*flashfloodsandotherscvereweather
*thananyothernation ̂ .everyone
*shouldpaycloseattentiontothe
out^look^s,^watc^he^s *,^a^n^owarnings issued
*byt^heNationalWeatherServiceand
*takeappropriateactiontoprotect
*livesandproperty.

Outlooks: *Everymorning^.theStorm
*PredictionCenterinNorman^.Okla.
*issuesoutlooksforconvective
weather *(tornadoesandsevere
thunderstorms) *.Forflashfloods,
*morningoutlooksareissuedbythe
*HydrometeorologicalPrediction
*BranchinCampSpring^.Md.Both

*officesarepartoftheWeather
*Service'sNationalCentersfor
*EnvironmentalPrediction.

Watches *:TheStormPrediction
*Centerissueswatcheswhencondi-
*tionsarefavorableforthedevelop-
*mentoftornadoesandsevere
thunderstorms.*LocalNWSoffices
*havetheresponsibilityforissuing
*watchesforfloodsandflashfloods.

Warnings: *NWSforecastoffices
*issueweatherwarningswhentorna-
*doesandseverethunderstormsare
*imminentorarealreadyoccurring.

*OtherWatchesandWarnings *:The
*localofficesalsoissuewatchesand

*warningsforwinterweatherand
*non-precipitationeventssuchas
excessi *veheat^.windchill^.densefog,
*andhighwinds.

—*BobChartuk

*GotaStory?
*Ifthere'sastoryaboutyour
*NOAAofficeyou'dliketotell,
*contactusbyphoneat202-
*482-6090,fa^xat^202-482-
3154 *,orbye-mailat
j^erry.sla^f^f^@noaa.gov (Internet)
or J^errys*^@pa *^@noaa (Ban-
y^an). *^t§)
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*Aquanauts Spend Six Days Under the Sea
Exploring ̂ Keys Sanctuary in Aquarius
*^f ̂ Ч *ixunderwaterexplorerslived
*^^^^ontheoceanfloorforsixdays

*^^^^lastmonth^.wheretheystudied

*theconditionofreefsinthedeeper
*watersofNOAA'sFloridaKeys

*NationalMarineSanctuary.Living
*muchlikespaceshuttleastronauts,
these *"aquanauts"willworkandlivein

Aquarius—*theworld'sonlyunderwa-
*terhabitat—*locatedflvemilesoffKey
*Largoatadepthof^SOfeet.

*Theaquanautsparticipatinginthis
*inauguralmissionofthel998
*researchseason^.^whichbeganTuesday,
*August^S,*includedDr.Steven

*Gittings^.thesciencedirectorof
*NOAAsNationalMarineSanctuary

*program;BillyCausey,superinten-

*dentofNOAA'sFloridaKeysNa-
*tionalMarineSanctuary;Dr.Sylvia

*Earle^.NationalGeographicExplorer-

*in-ResidenceandformerNOAA
*ChiefScientist;a^ndDr.EllenPrager

*oftheU.S.GeologicalSurvey.

*"Thisfirstmissioninthenewly

*refurbishedAquariuswillprovide

*informationabouttheconditionof
*U.S.coralreefsinwatersdeeperthan

*TheAquariusunderseahabi^tatis^theworld'sonlyunderwa^terlaboratoryope^ratinginthe
oceans, world^wide. *ScientistsliveinandworkfromA *quariussu r̂roundedbytheequipment
*andcomfortofamodemlaboratory.Thehabitatrestsin60feetofwaterintheFloridaKeys
*NationalMarineSanctuary.

*canberoutinelyreachedusing

*surface-baseddivingtechniques, *"*
*saidStevenMiller^.associatedirector

*oftheUniversityofNorthCarolina
*atWilmington'sNational Undersea

*ResearchProgram^/'Itiswellknown

*thatsignificantdeclineshaveoc-
*curredinrecentyearsinshallow

*AquariusAquanuatsBillyCausey,SylviaEarle,SteveGinings,andEllenPragertrade
*places,becomingthe"goldfishinthebo^wl."Throughou^t^theirsi^x-daymission,curious
*ba^rracuda,tarpins,barjacks,andtheoccasionalscubadiverpeeredin^tothehabita^t^tosee
*thepecularinhaitantswithin.

*coralreefenvironmentsinFlorida
*andthroughouttheCaribbean*.*

However, *deepercoralreefsbetween
*60and 1*^20feetremainlargely
*unexploredandtheirconditionis

*notwelldocumented^/'hesaid.

*"Thetimingofthismissionis

*particularlyimportantinthis^.the
*YearoftheOcean^.whichisfocused
*onmakingmarineresourcesa
*priority,"saidCausey."Thismission
*affordsustheopportunitytobetter

*understandtheimpactstothisvital
*marineenvironment^.howweaffectit
*anditaffectsus.Abetterunderstand-

*ingofthehea^lthofthisenvironment

*iscriticaltothelon^gtermprotection
*oftheFloridaKeysSanctuary. *"

*"ThisAquariusmissiongivesusa
*uniqueopportunitytolearnabout

*thecoralreefsasanindicatorofthe
*healthofthenation'swaters, "said
*Dr.Earle."Forthenextweek,we

*willbecomeoceanresidents^.and

*exploreandcommunicatethe
*connectionbet^wee^nthehealthofthe

*con^tinuedonpage^S



NO^M R^eport/A^ugust ̂ 1998

*WeatherDisplaysaHitatAìrcraft^Fair
• *^Aarticlpatingforthefifth
*l^-^^consecutiveyear^.theNational

*^J^_ *WeatherServlceenJoyed
*unprecedentedsuccessatAirVent^xire
*'98,theannualconventionofthe
*ExperimentalAlrcraftAssociaUon
*(EAA) *inOshkosh^.Wisconsin.

*HowardDiamond^.NWSHeadquar-
*tersOfflceofSystemsOperatlons
*stafferwhohasledtheNWSinvolve-
*mentwlththeassociationthepast
*fouryears,saldNOAAandNWS
*employeesstaf^f^ingtheexhlbitmade
*morepersonalcontactsandprovlded
*moreinformationthaninpastyears.

*Thankstotheinteractiveapproach,
*he^said^.vlsitorswereabletoextract
*realvaluefromtheexhibit.

*^" *Inthlsworldo^fTheWeathetChan-
*nel,TVnewsandtheInternet,Ithink

*ourmessage—*oratleastrecogni^t^ìonof
*whodeUversthatmessage—^sometimes
*^getslost."Dlamondsald.^"It'satevents
*llkeOshkosh^an^dothersuchgather-
*ingsthatwecanhelpinbeingheard
*andbeingknown.

*^"Atmostsho^ws^.peoplepickup
*brochuresandmayb^esometrlnkets
*andgoa^waymaybeknow^lngwho

*youare^.butmaybenot.WhenpeopIe
*stopbyourdlsplayareaandget
*hands-ondemon^stratlonsofthehome

*pagesoftheirlocalforec^asto^f^f^lcesand
*theirtravelroutes^.andlearn^allthlsls
*providedbytheWeatherServiceand
*NOAA^.Ithin^ki^Ueavesthemwltha
*verypositlveimpressionofagencies
*thattrulyprovideservicestheycan

*use.They'veal^sobeenimp^r^essedwlth
*theprofessionalismevldencedb^your
*dlsplaysandoperations."

Aqua r̂̂ î us *Aqua^nauts ̂ Explo r̂e Keys
*con^t^ìn^uedfrompa^g^e7

*oceansandourownhealth. *^"

*FundedbyNOAA^.Aquariusis
*operatedbytheUNCW'sNational
*UnderseaResearchCenter^.oneofsix
*suchcentersjointlyoperatedby
*NOAAanditspartneruniversities.
Aquari *uswasf^lrstdeployedinthe
*FloridaKeysNat^ionalMarine

*SanctuaryfromSeptemberl *993to
*Mayl996.Sincethattimethe
*Aquariussystemhasbeencompletely
*refurbishedinpartnershipwiththe
*HarrlsCorporatlon^.Melbourne,
Fla. *^.andHarborBranchOceano-
*graphicInstltution^.FortPierce^.Fla.

*Aquariu^s^makesttpossibleforaqua-

*naut-scien^t^ìststol^lveandworkunder
*^watercon^t^ìnuouslyduringseven-to
*ten^-daymlss^lonstostudyNorth
*America'slargestlivingcoralreef
system. *Witheightsciencemlssions
*plannedforthisyear^Aquari^usisthe

*focalpolntforNOAA'scomprehensive
*envlronmentalresearchpro^gramalmed
*atbette^ainderstandingandpreserving

*endangeredcoralree^f^ecosystemsin

*U.S.water^s.

*Previously^.o^peratlonsweremoni-
*tored24hoursadayfromasupport
*bargemooredaboveAquarius.The
*newAquarius2000,however,
*op^eratesu^singastand-alonesupport
*buoythatusestelemetrytoprov^tde
*data^.audio^andvideolinksfrom
Aquari *ustoshore.

—*Ju^st^inKenne^y

*Frìda^yGoestoNAS
*continuedfrompage^2

*Fridayisafello^woftheAmerican
Meteorological *Society^.therecipient
*ofthePresidentialRankAwardof
*MerltoriousService*, *^wasnamedthe

1*993Fe^deralExecutiveoftheYear
*bytheFederalExecutiveAlumni

*AssociationandreceivedtheAmeri-
*canMeteorologicalSociety's 1998
*ClevelandAbbeA^wardforDistin-
*guishedServicetoAtmospheric
*Sciencesbyanlndividual. *^@

*TheNOAA/NWSexhibitwaspart
*oftheEAAsinternationalFederal
*Pavilionthatincluded 1 ^Sa^gen^des
*^f^romtheUnitedStatesandCanada.

*Visitorattendanceatthepavilion
*wasrecordedbytheNationalPark
Service *(aparticipatinga^gency) at
*morethan 1*02,000,anincreaseof
*almost40 ,̂000fromthe 1*997show.
*TheE *AA'sconventionofpri vate*,*
*commercial^.andmilitarypilotsisthe
*largestgatheringofprlvateaircraftin
*theUnitedStates^.consistently
*drawingmorethan^SOO^.OOOvlsitors
and 12 *^.OOOaircrafttothetownof
60 * .̂OOO.The 1*998conventiondrewa
*recordattendanceof855,000.

*Mos^tlyoldhandsinaviation^.vlsitors
*wereintriguedbythetechnolo^gy
*deployedonthetwoNOAAaircraft
*ondisplay—*asnowsurvey
*AeroCommander^f^romtheNWS's
*NationalOperationalHydrologic
*RemoteSensingCenter(NOHRSC)
*inChanhassen,Minn.*,anda
*pollutlon-sensingLongE-Zfrom
*NOAA'sAirResourcesLaboratory
*(ARL)inOakRidge,Tenn.

*—Patr^ickSla^t^tery

*NOAAReport *isamonthlypublicationfor
*NOAAemployeesfromt^heO^f^ficeofP^ublic
*Affairs^.Washington.
*Addresscommentsto:
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*NOAAR^eport
*NOAAOffic^eofPublicAf^Mrs
*14thSL^tCons^t^itutionAve.NW
*Room6013HCHB
*Washmgt^on,DC2023(^H^>001
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*B^anyanE^-^Mail: *jerrys^@pa^@noaa
lnt̂ eme t̂jerry.slaff̂ @noaa.gov
*NOAAReportOnHn^e: *h^t^tp://
www.p^ublica f̂̂ fairs.noaa.gov/nr
*LoriArguel^t^es *Director^.Officeof

Public A^f^fairs
*JerrySlaff Editor
*JeanneKouhestani *AssociateEditor
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