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A Message From the Acting Administrator
*^^

 *n̂ e
 reorganization proposals advanced by President Nixon in

*s^J!_
S
^*

âte *ô f *tne
 ̂ Union address on January 22 would accomplish

changes across the entire Federal structure. Among
^changes, *NOAA would become one of four major elements
1̂
 a Department of Natural Resources.

^It
*^S^e

i^s entirely natural that a proposal of such scope would
*1̂ й̂ &

^ъу within the *NOAA family to speculate about its con-
to our new organization and to them personally.

*^s^l^lo

*Presid
ent's *proposals, *imaginative *and *far *^-ranging *as

*^are
^» *^will *undoubtedly *require *a *subst^anti^al *period *of

*to
 *P^ermit *consideration *and *debate *in *the *Congress. *I
*^li^ke *to

 *assure *you *that *there *will *be *no *immediate *ef^-*^c^~
*^*^*^O

 *u
Pon *NOAA *or *its *employees

*^'
 *^as
 *it

*I *would *remind *you *also *that
*it *is *presently *constituted, *represents *the *President^'s

*^es *regarding *the *mission *and *structure *of *our *agency^.

*^f
n^wni^le

^, *during *the *period *while *the *President's *proposals
*^s *^.^.^.

 *^in^g *^w
°^r^ked *out, *we *in *NOAA *have *one *tas^k *— *to *move *forward

*^e^3^c
is^t

90r
°
USly *as

 *P°
ssi^b

^l^e *within *our *organi^zation *as *it *now
*^* *^We *have *the *mechanism *for *the *calibre *of *science *and

*Our
 *^Nation *expects *of *us. *Let *us *concentrate *our *ef-

*and *our *energies *on *the *^job *at *hand.
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43 Million Dollar *FY1972 Bud^get Increase Asked for *NOAA
The President's budget mess^age^, presented to Congress^, ̂ January 29, included the

lo^wing ̂ amounts ̂ for *NOAA for ^fiscal year 1972 (dollars in thousands):

Appropriations

Salaries and E^xpenses

Rese^arch, Development^,^
and Facilities

Research, Development,
and ^Facilities (Speci^al
Foreign Currency)

Satellite Operations

*Pribilo^f Islands

Promote and Develop
Fishery Products and
Research Pertaining to
American Fisheries

^Fisherman^'s Protective
Fund

Totals

1971 Appropri^ation
Ad^justed Program Increases

Pos*.*

8,771

2,290

Amount

$167,279

86,945̂ *

Pos. Amount
1972 Request̂ .̂
Pos. Amoun̂ t̂ .

^+433 $ +12,677 9,204 $179,95̂ 6̂

+240 +23,997 2,530 110,̂ 9̂ 4̂ 2

336

80

*44O

^25,574

2,879

7,626

60

+ 151

*+ 900

*+ 5,963 487

80

900

31,^53^7

2,87^9

*44O 7,̂ 62̂ 6̂

60

11,918 $290,363 +824 $ +43,537 1̂ 2,742 $333,90̂ °

^* Does not include 5,̂ 265,000 appropriated in 1971 for Facilities, Equipment, and
Construction nor $15,000 for *RD^&F (Speci^al Foreign Currency).

The President's *FY 1972 budget request
includes program increases totaling
*$43,537,OOO. The increases in the Sala-
ries and Expenses appropriations total
*$12,677,OOO. In environmental prediction
and warnings*, the 1972 increases provide
for expansion of the air pollution obser-
vational support units*, the weather radar
network, and the forecasts and warnings
communications networks, for increasing
the data analyses and processing capa-
bility to utili^ze advanced techniques in
improving short-range forecasts, and for
summarizing and publishing climatic data
for 1961-70.
The 1972 *S&E increases for mapping,

charting and marine description will pro-
vide ̂ funds to maintain and repair *NOAA's
océanographie and hydrographie surveying
fleet; to begin automating marine chart
data acquisition, processing, compilation,
and reproduction; to move forward in sys-
tematically surveying and mapping the U.S.
Continental Shelves and deep ocean ba^-^
sins; to initiate a program to determine

*^<j
*the *offshore *boundary *between *Federal *^**^
*State *^jurisdictions; *to *revise *the *ch^a^*^
*for *the *Great *L^a^kes; *and *to *strength^en
*the *environmental *data *storage *and *^re-
*trieval *capabilities.

*S^&E *increases *for *1972 *in *solid
*monitoring *an^d *services *are *required
*extending *urban-type *horizontal *geod^e^*^1^

*control *surveys *into *the *rapidly *de^ve *1 *^«^^^
*ing *urban *regions *across *the *country;
*maintenance *and *repair *of *NOAA *^'s *geo^- *.*
*magnetic *and *seismological *observato^f^1^

*and *for *installation *and *servicing *^o^f^
*equipment *and *instrumentation *in *the
*National *Strong *Motion *Network.

*Increases *for *ocean *fisheries *and *^i^i^^^.^s

.te'

*^*

*ing *resources *will *provide *for
*operation *of *a *marine *monitoring *and
*assessment *program *(MARMAP) *and *a *St^a^1^

*^Federal *fisheries *management *progra^m;
*for *a *strengthening *of *the *mechanis^m^s *^.^,^
*for *control *of *international *exploi^t^a^
*of *resources *, *for *specific *fishery *^a*^
*yses *, *for *mercury *contaminants *, *and
*forcement *and *surveillance *programs.

*(con^ti^n^ue^d *on *р^о^б^*
*^3)
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^(^con^tinu^e^d^)

^increases in the Research, *Develop-

*^~d^_^Faciiities appropriation total
*^-'*^lOOO and are required for:

*^g^g^vi^ronmental prediction and *warn-

*^"Pgrading of facilities *, air and
*s
tal^i *^^?

^l^lut^ion
 abatement projects, *in-

*C>^1
0
 *.

 *^lon *o^f
 automatic surface meteor-

*t^at
io^n

a^l
 *°

bservi^n
^g equipment, *instrumen-

*s
^e^rva^f°

^f *additional
 ^a^ir pollution *ob-

*t̂ ion ô f
0
"̂̂ *

1 *su
P̂P°

rt
 ûnits, *instrumenta-

*c
^o^Uect*^•

*h^y^d^r
^°logic equipment for data

*^»^eathe
 *П *Ьу *satê llit

e, expansion of
*^"^--

 *Se

r *^m
°dification, hurricane, tornado

*^m
t *0
^^

er^e *s^t
°r^m research, and *develop-

*^igi^_^.
^n
 ̂remote sensing mobile *meteoro-

^*
 *^cal

 equipment.

charting and marine *de-

*^Further studies in the areas

^a^ir *^ï^n^t^"e *environmental protection; *sea-
*o^f *^ma^rierac^t^ions*^' environmental effects

*^Ше mining; and the physical *pro-
*alon

^9 coastlines and estuaries,

^t^est^"
 *аГ^е *als

° requested for development,
*̂ f
^°

r
 *obt^- *^?

valuat
ion of instrumentation

^d^ata^-
 *a^in^in

^9 océanographie and atmospheric
*^^^ater *^r>°^i^be^9^fn *e^4uipp^ing survey ships with
*^"^"^ent *^f

po^l^lution controls; to procure *equip-
*̂ ductio^n^^ *automation of marine chart *pro-
*^t^o *^Us^e *^Д

 *and *^for
 i^nitiation of a program

is *а^п^н^^^?
 *ê x

P^loration submersible *sys-
*continental shelf exploration.

*Learth monitoring and services :

*^> i^mprove geodetic technology,

^earthquake investigations and
*a
nd for updating geodetic équip-

^é^e^
to

*Iì

*____
*o^n *^m^arine *contaminants *;on *the

*^monitoring *and *assessment
*e^f^fect *o^f *^environment *on*ìv^it^l^9 *^t^a^l *^°П *the *e^f^fect *o^f *^environment *o*

*^?c^°log^y *^f *^1Пе *res^°^u^rces *; *on *dynamics *and
*^l^m^P^lei^nen

0 *^f^s^t^uarine *^waters; *continual
*^f^i^she^rie

 *on *o^f *resea^rch *in *the *sport
*^°^t^a^to^ry *^* *^pr°g^ram; *and *for *necessary *lab-
*V^ess^eis

 *acili^ties *and *equipment *aboard

*Su
^Ppo*^rt

the 1̂ 972 Sea Grant *pro-

*P^rovide for eleven institutional
^a^n^d about thirty project support

A tropical experiment (TROPE^X) will be

initiated in *FY 1̂ 972 to provide an under-

standing of the mechanisms by which energy
locked in water vapor of the air is re-

leased and then applied to driving the

global atmospheric circulation. This

project is part of the Global Atmospheric

Resea^rch Program *(GARP) - an international

research program to provide scientific
knowledge to improve the techniques of

weather forecasts*^, to determine the feasi-

bilit^y of large scale weather modification,
and to assess the long-term effects of

atmosp^heric pollution.

R ̂ & D funds have been requested for

the International Field Year for the

Great Lakes *(I^fYGL). It is a joint

United States-Canadian contribution to

the International Hydrologie Decade. A

single lake and basin, L^ake Ontario, has

been chosen for study under *I^FYG^L. The

central objective is to provide a sound
scientific basis for development of an

econo^mical^, efficient, and healthy water

management plan to meet the needs of the

United States and Canadian citizens liv-

ing within the drainage basin of the

Great ̂b^akes-St. Lawrence region. This

is to be achieved through two major pro-

grams : water quantity and water quality.

The $900,000 for Special Forei^gn *Cur-

*rencv is requested for foreign currencies

which are in excess to the normal re-

quirements of the United States to sup-

plement domestic research and development

and to encourage international coopera-

tion in environmental research and allied

sciences*^.
The increases in the Satellite Opera-

tions appropriation total $5,963,000.

The 197̂ 2 estimate provides for continued

operation of the Improved Tiros Opera-

tional Satellite *(ITOS) system, continued

ac^quisition of the Geostationary Opera-

tional Environmental Satellite (GOES)

system, and continuing operational use
of NASA's synchronous Applications Tech-

nology Satellites, *ATS-1 and *ATS-3, with

particular e^mphasis on using the data in

the severe storm and hurricane surveil-

lance and advisory program.
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Neil Frank Reports on East Pakistan Mission
^A

*On|^f^he moi^n ̂str^e^e^t of a Pa^kis^t^ani village, ̂t^h^e s^tor^m^
^le^ft a boat and ̂fi^ve-^foot-^deep holes.

Dr. Neil ̂Fran^k^, hurricane expert â t̂
the National ̂ Weather Service's National
Hurricane Center in Miami^, has returned
^from a *factfinding mission to East Pa^ki^-^
stan. Dr. Frank was one of a team of
specialists sent to East Pakistan in
December to investigate ways in which
the World Bank Group could help rebuild
the area following the cyclone that deva-
stated parts of East Pakistan on Novem-
ber 12̂ , 1970, ̂ and to provide the popula^-^
tion with better protection against cy-
clones and floods.

Dr. Frank ranked the November 12 cy-
clone as one of the most deadly, if not
the deadliest, storm ever to strike a
coastal area, but added that it could
have been still worse. At the time of
his visit, Dr. Frank said, ̂ "the official
death toll was more than 200,000, con-
firmed by burials, while unofficial esti-
mates ran as high as 500,000. Numerous
bodies were still being washed ashore
every day, and ships in the Bay of Ben-
gal were reporting bodies at sea several
hundred miles south of East Pakistan.
The total number of victims will never
be ^known. Future estimates based on
census figures will not give reliable
results because there ha^d been a large
influx of workers from the mainl^and to
harvest the rice crop.^" Dr. Frank said
that "it is most important to note that
the November cyclone was not the most
intense storm ever to ̂ afflict East Paki-
stan. In 1876, the *^'bakerganj1 cyclone
devastated the coast with an estimated
40-foot storm surge and killed 100,000

^id^*^1

to *4OO,OOO people. If a baker*gan^j cy-
clone were to occur again next year, ̂ I^
would predict that over one million *li^v^eS

would be lost."
The hurricane expert said there had

been grossly un^just criticism by the
foreign press of the East Pakistani me^-^
teorological service. "Claims that the
Pakistanis ignored warnings from the
U.S. satellite service were not true."
He pointed out that the Pakistanis re-
ceived ^"excellent pictures on their ô wn
equipment" from *NOAA satellites. "I *^&^*^
sure," he said, "that no action short ̂ o^f^
evacuation—which was impossible—coul^d^
have made a substantial difference in *tB
number of casualties." Dr. Frank has *^*^B^

*dicated he will strongly recommend a *p^l^C^>^

gram to develop local means to predict
the height of storm surges, called "ti*
bores" in the Bay of Bengal. Storm
surges—the killer floods that cyclon^es
and hurricanes produce—are responsible
for most storm deaths. They cannot b̂ ê
predicted successfully from satellite
pictures. "This requires aircraft *rec^° n̂̂

naissance, which the Pakistanis do not
now have as part of their *storm-warnin^Q^
system," Dr. Frank noted. How to pro^v^i 0̂̂

safe havens above predicted storm *sur^g^e^f^
is a much more difficult problem, he *^s^*^1^

since maximu^m elevation of the islands
is about 10 feet, in spots. One idea
being explored by engineers is constr^u^e'
*tion of 20-foot earthen platforms bac^k
from the immediate coast and *surmounti1^1^^

• 1 *d^'^of them with concrete-block school bui^*
ings. These could serve a convention^al
purpose in normal times and become *st^o^r^

shelters during cyclones.

^Frail ̂bo^r^nes^, ̂s^tr^uc^k by ̂win^d-^dri^ven water, *^co^"^°^f



Page 5

*^°^cean Surve^y To Celebrate
Birthday February 10

*^f,^^^n^g

^FERDINAND RUDOLPH HASSLER

*•^irs^f Superinten^dent o^f t^he S^urvey

*^P^eb.a^^^ a°n a l * O c e a n ̂ survey will observe
*i^nin^~ *^° *the 1^6^4th anniversary of the

*^t^>^rov^°ri * а П * a C ^ t * Ь у * P r e s i d e n t Jefferson
*^t^f^t^e ^Uni^t^1 *^f°r *Sur^vey^i^n^9 the coast of
*S^u^lt^e^d *} *s^ta^*^es.^" The 1807 act *re-
*^^^e^y *o^f ^the establishment of the *Sur-

*. * t h

t ^ h e * c°^ast, which subsequently *be-
*^C^oast Survey, and then the Coast

*letic Survey. Upon the formation
*^lonal Oceanic and Atmospheric

*'^ation last October 3, the agency
^1 ^with the U.S. Lake Survey to

*s National Ocean Survey. A
^App^ropriation was made by the

*°^igress for the initial survey.

Holds First Planning Meet

*^O^f

*Data *Ser^vice

*b^u
d^n

 *^annua
l *Planning, *programming,

*^-^®
^1 *^I^n

^9 *"retre^at" *at *the *Smith-

*t
*^:rid
*^>• *^tu^t *ion *^'s *Belmont *Conference

*Maryland, *Feb. *1-3.

*^b^DS^> *Plan°°r̂ dinate *the *dê v̂ el̂ °P^m ê̂ nt of
*^°^vi^d^ed *^f *and P^rograms, the meetings

^A *^ni^c^ati^0 *°PPortunity for direct *com-
^- *ti^n^9 D^i *bet^ween Dr. Thomas *S. Aust in,
^«^»^в^*^,^,., ̂ rect^or of the Environmental Data

the directors and staffs of

*A^Sl^ l t^e^*s^~ *'^"n *EDS *and *EDS-suPP°^rted data
*^kCti^n^9 As^s *'Г^- *J°hn *W^- *To^wnse^nd. *NOAA's

*^e^V^n^o^te *s

 *^ia^te Administrator, was the
*^a^y'^s S^o^i *^leake^* ^and attended the first

*Ss^io^ns*.

U.S.̂ , Mexico Establish
Island Weather Station
The United States ̂ and Mexican govern-

ments h^ave established a new^, cooper^ative

^weather station on *Guadalupe Island in

the Pacific Ocean off ^Lower C^ali^forni^a^.^

The ̂ jointly fund^ed station on the Mexi-

can^-ow^ned island ̂ is to ̂ ma^ke upper-air

observation^s for improved warnings of
storms threate^ning Mexico and the U.S.

It fills a long-recognized need for ̂at-

mospheric data from ̂ an ocean area th^at

generates severe ̂ weather for both coun-

tries. The station culminates several

years of negotiations. Dr. Robert *M.

^White, *NOAA Acting A^dministrator, said

in a telegram to Juan Mas *Sinta, Di-

rector-General of the Mexican Meteoro-

logical Service: ̂ "Please accept my con-
gratulations on the establishment of

this important upper-air observing fa-

cility.... The *NOAA construction engi-
neer reported that Mexican Navy personn^el

...overcame many difficulties in con-

structing this facility within the short

period of two months.^" The completed fa-

cility consists of a main building, wind-

detecting gear, balloon^-inflation shel-

ter, storage building, and power plant.

Mexico is providing personnel to carry

out the upper^-air observations, which are

made twice a day. Upper-air reports are

now being made from *Guadalupe Island and

transmitted to the National ̂ Weather Serv-

ice's National Meteorolo^gical Center in

Suit land, *Md. These reports are expected

to offer valuable clues to the high-level

steering currents which propel moist air

inland from the Pacific and the Gulf ô f̂

Mexico. The result should be better pre-

paredness for gully-washing rains and

city^-crippling snows.

Joint Ocean Group A^greement Renewed
An agreement between the Board of Re-

gents of the University of Washington

and *NOAA, replacing a previous agreement

between the university and ESSA, has

gu^aranteed continued operation of the

Joint Océanographie Research Group in
campus facilities leased to the federal
government by the university. The agree-
ment will make possible continued co-
operative research and instruction in
oceanography and atmospheric sciences by
*NOAA and the university's Division of Ma-
rine Resources, Department of Ocea^no-
graphy, Department of Atmospheric Sci-
ences, and College of Fisheries.
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National Marine Fisheries Service To Observe Centennial, February
T^he N^ation^al Marine Fishe^ries Service—

^for^mer^ly the Bureau o^f Com^mercial ̂ Fish^-^
eries—will observe its one-h^undredth
anniversary^, Febru^ary 9. In a m^essage
to *NM^FS Director Philip *M. *Roedel, Secre-
t^ary of Com^merce Maurice *H. *Stans said:
"On behalf of all employees of the De-

partment of Commerce^, please exte^nd b^est
wishes to all personnel of the National
Marine Fisheries S^ervice.
"It was in 1871 that President Grant

signed into law a ̂ joint resolution ̂ 'for
the protection and preservation of the
food fishes of the coasts of the United
States.' At the same time he appointed
Professor Spencer *Fullerton *Baird^, an
official in the Smithsonian Institution^,^
as the first Commissioner of Fish and
F^isheries, without additional salary.
^"Since its formation one hundred years

ago^, the ̂ Federal fishery agency has
mad^e many notable contributions to the
Nation and to the proper use and conser-
vation of our fishery resources. We ̂are
proud of the record established in sci-
enc^e, technology, and resource develop-
ment, always bearing in mind that conser-
vation of the resource is the most im-
porta^nt mission.^"

Dr. ̂ Robert *M. White^, *NOAA Acting Ad-
ministrator *, added : "̂ We ̂join in saluting
the National Marine Fisheries Service
on ̂ its cente^nnial. It is ^already an in-
tegral part of *NOAA and is ta^king an i^m-
portant role in our combined efforts to
meet the compelling need for a better
understanding of the total environment.^"

From th^e first small Federal fisheries
laboratory, built under the direction of
Professor *Baird ̂ at Woods Hole, Mass.,
the agency h^as ̂.dev^eloped a verit^able net-
work of facilities and services. Bio-
logical laboratories investigate life

histories, needs, and behavior patter^n^s^
of marine creatures; seek ways to over*
come environmental problems affectin^g^
fishe^ries resources; and search for
causes and cures of diseases of fish *^*^&^"^
shellfish. In the technological labor̂ »̂ '̂
tories, bett^er methods are sought to ke^ep
the catch fresh and wholesome after î t̂
is taken from the sea, to find uses *^f°

f̂̂

latent seafood resources, to process se»*
food more quickly or with less waste.
From exploratory fishin^g and gear re^-^
search installations, vessels go out ̂ t^o^
seek new resources to be tapped by the
commercial fisherman, to map the ran^g^e^
^and assess the avail^ability of a re-
source, such as king crabs off Alaska^,^
or the calico scallop beds, explored *Ь^У^
u^sing a research submersible off the
east coast of Florida. Through its *m»^*^*^
*ket news offices, the *NMFS performs *^»

n

invaluable service to industry, gath^e^r^-^
ing and disse^minating a steady stream
of information needed for sound m^ana^ge^-^
ment by those in marketing or processi

1̂̂ 1
^»'

information on catches, consumer tren^d^s^»^
prices, availability of supplies, fi^s^h-
ery developments both in the U.S. an^d^
abroad. The Service also gathers an^d^
mak^es available statistics on catch, *^i

^B
*

ports and exports, consu^mption of *fis^b
ê̂

products—information valuable not *on^l^X^
as a basis for academic and industri^a^l^
research, but also as a basis for r^e^-^
source management decisions*.
From the earliest days of the agenc^y^»^

economic studies have been undertaken
on a limited basis. In r^ecent years^,^
as social and economic effects of r^e-
source utilization have become more *»P^*^
parent, economic research has assume^d^
an ^increasingly important role in the
work of the agency.

*Danson Hol̂ ds Computer Seminars
For *NOAA Personnel in Miami
Robert *Danson,of the *NOAA Computer

Division, gave a series of seminars for
*NOAA personnel in Miami^, Jan. 18-^21. Mr.
*Danson discussed the C^DC *66OO Scope sys-
tem, Fortran 3^, and remote terminal tech-
niques. The seminars were attended by
personnel from the Atlantic Océanographie
and Meteorological Laboratories, Research
Flight Facility, E^xperimental ̂ Meteorology
L^aboratory, National Hurricane Center,
and Tropical Atlantic Laboratory.

NOS Officî als Atten^d Canadian Institute
Frederick *O. *Diercks*^, Associate *^Di^fe^°^

tor for Aeronautical Charting and Ca^t"
*tography; Dr. Charles A. *Whitten, *Chi^e^f^

Geodesi^et ; and *Capt*. Eugene A. Tayl^o^r^»^
Chief of the Operations and Requiren^t^
Division of the Office of Hydrograp^h^y^
and Oceanography, represented the Na^t 1̂̂

al Ocean Survey at the 64th ^annual *e*

ing of the Canadian Institute of
ing, Feb. 3-5, in Ottawa.
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*^j^|r^- Austin Given First Tape
*̂ Qf ^Data Gathered in *SEAMAP

*^ч^»о *^д
 *̂ f: *̂ Dr *̂ Tnô nlâ s

 *^S. *Ausfin, ^EDS Ac^ting Director,-

*Ĥ ŷ
mo
 *̂ ™'

r̂â l *Dô n
 Â. Ĵones, N̂OS Âĉ t̂ in̂ g Director,- Dr.

1
 ̂O^r^/^in, ̂NO^S Speci^e/ *A^jsis^fonf,^- an^d ̂ Herbe^r^t^

*'
 *C
^"'

ê f
 ̂of EDS' Ear^t^h Sciences Di^vision *.

*^U^t^l Т

*Sur
Vev
^?

nUar^y *6
^» ̂1^9^7^1, National Ocean

*^J
^°^ne^s

 *S *D^lrec
tor, Rear Admiral Don A.

^P^resented to Dr. Thomas *S. Austin.
rector of the Environmental Data

o^f
 *gra

e
^?

 *̂ bhe
 ^first of 10 magnetic tapes

*^d
a^t

a
 ̂ I

 *^le
^tric, magnetic, and bathymétrie

t^en^u^ti *ed ^through *NOAA^'s *SEAMAP *(Sys-
*^S^sA^MAp^C *^ExP^loration and Mapping Program).
*^P^h^ysic *^^e *^KS *to *determ^ine and describe
t^o *^the ^^Properties and processes r^elated
*^e^ar^th *rus^t^» mantle, and core of the

*Lth particular emphasis on the

*^°
^П
 thi^s

6̂̂ 0̂ 1̂ 1 *basins
 *•

 *The *d
ata contained

*^t^e
^9^ion

 *^i^rst
 ̂ tape was obtained from a

*l5s
^°W *^=

 *the
 ^Pacific bounded by long.

*C
^°Pi

^es
 ̂!

 *^[
 *l^b^5^°^W and *lat. *24°N and *30°N.

al
 *Ье

 ^or^dered from the *Environ-
*^Dat

 *at^& *Ser
^v^ic^e^'s National *Geophysi-

*^°
^V^e^r

^la^y^s
 *!n^ter

^- Bathymétrie maps and
*^>^maii^0

 *showi^ng gravity and magnetic
*^s are also available from the
*^°^cean Survey.

^To Be Rated on *EEO Performance

^Ч

*^*^r
^e^4^

*^*^*^e
^bi^s^
*^c^o

^n

of Commerce requires
1
*s performance in the
Opportunity Program be

*T

 *w^h
en performance ratings are

*^'П
С^е
 *°

 *receive
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Fish Blocks Pass FDA Tests;
Mercury Content Found Low
Tests on frozen fish bloc^ks (compressed

fish) h^ave show^n mercury levels well be-
low the Food ̂ and Drug Administration's
guideline of 0.5 p^arts per million *(pp^m).
^Fro^zen fish blocks are a source for sev^-^
eral popular convenience fishery pro-
ducts such as fish stic^ks^, fish portion^s^,^
fish cakes^, and fish for frozen dinners.
FDA and *NOAA are conducting a coopera-
tive program to determine the level of
mercury in fish and fishery pro^ducts.
In more than 80 different fish blocks
sampled by the National Marine Fisherie^s^
Service, the average level of ̂ mercury
was 0.06 *ppm. The highest was 0.16 *ppm
and this was found in only one s^a^mple.
The samples were selected from seven
different U.S. processors and originally
came from four countries that ê x̂ p̂ ê ct
large quantities of fish blocks to the
United States. Frozen fish blocks are
made only from the edible portion of
several species of fish, primarily from
the North Atlantic, such as cod, h^addock,
flatfish (flounder, sole, etc.), and pol-
lock. Some ̂ 270 million pounds are uti^-^
lized in this country each year. Of this
amount, approximately 98 percent is im-
ported from nations such *^»s Ca^n^ad^a, Ice-
land, Norway^, Poland, Denmark^, and Gree^n-
land. Test results from Canada corrobo-
rate FDA and *NOAA findings.

New Le^gislation Improves Benefits
For *NOAA Corps Officers and Families
The status of *NOA^A commissioned offi-

cers and their dependents has now been
improved with the enactment of new legis-
lation. Basically, the *NOAA Commissioned
Officers Corps Act clarifies the status
and benefits of commissioned personnel.
Officers commissioned in *NOAA^, as well
as those previously commissioned in ESSA,
now en^joy the rights, privileges^, immuni^-^
ties, and benefit of laws administered
by the Veterans Administration^, ̂as did
commissioned personnel when they were
part of the old Coast and Geodetic Survey.
All commissioned officers are now also
entitled to the protection and benefits
provided under laws administered by the
Interstate Commerce Commission and the
Soldiers a^nd Sailors Relief Act. As com^-^
missioned officers are excluded from Civ-
il Service rights and benefits, enactment
of the new legislation (Public L^aw 91-
621) is viewed as an important step in
improving the protection afforded these
officers and their dependents.
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Charles Roberts Becomes
Antarctic Treaty Observer
Charles Roberts, o^f the Nation^al We^ath-

er Service^'s Overseas Operations D^ivi-
sion^, was recently d^esi^gnated an Antarc-
tic Tre^at^y Observer by the Department
of Stat^e. Mr. Roberts ̂ joins a party of
si^x inspectors who will visit a number
of foreign stations in Antarctica during
February and M^arch. The inspection
p^arty, headed by Kenn^eth *^Kersh of the
Foreign Service, Department of State,
will ̂ join the *USCGS Icebrea^ker *STATEN
ISLAND about February 1. The ship will
call on Argentine, Australian, British^,^
Chilean, ̂Ja^panese, Russian and South
African stations while circum^navigating
the continent. This will be Mr. Roberts'
seventh trip to Antarctica^, but his
first to visit foreign stations other
than those m^anned by New Zealand in the
Ross Sea area. Previously h^e served as
meteorologist in charge and Station Sci-
entific L̂ ê ader at *Hallett and Amundsen-
Scott South Pole stations and as Senior
Scientist aboard the Antarctic Research
Ship *USNS *ELTANIN. This will be the
third inspection of Antarctic stations
carried out by the United States under
the provisions of the Antarctic Treaty.

*ERL Postdoctoral Pro^gram Director Named
^Dr. L^eroy *Alldredge has been name^d^

Director of the Postdoctor^al Program of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's Environmental Research
Laboratories in Boulder, Colo. Dr. All-
dredge is also Director of *ERL's Earth
Sciences Laboratories.

Editor '̂s Note
The ̂ item on page 3 of *NOAA WE^E^K, Number

4^, concerning the retireme^nt of H. *E.
*Crowther*, for^mer Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries Director, neglected to say that
Mr. *Crowther left the position in October
of 1969 to accept a planning assignm^ent
^in the Office of the Commissioner of Fish
and Wildlife. Philip *M. *Roedel, now Di-
rector of the National Marine Fisheries
Service, became Director of the Bureau of
Com^mercial Fisheri^es on ̂ January 5, 1970.

Lake Survey Center Printers
Prepare for Summer Boaters

Items to be considered for publication in *NOAA WEEK
should be submitted to: Office of Public Information,

*NOAA. Room 804, *Bldg. 5, *Rockville, *Md. 20852. Phone
(301) 496-8243.

Skilled *scribers, *platematers, and
pressmen of the Lake Survey Center's *^M^*P
and Chart Plant are hard at work *print^i^n^y^

the Great Lakes nautical charts, whic^h^
will serve the booming boating public
this summer. The skipper of the huge *o^l^

carrier^, weekend boater, fisherman and
researcher alike are dependent on the
availability and accuracy of these *c^h^»^*^
L̂ ake Survey's operations, under its *^ch^»^
ing program, include all phases that ̂ 9^°^
into the making of a reliable chart*--^*^*^
the first field survey to the *distrib^u*
*tion of the final product. New *editi^°^n^S^

of most charts are printed once ever^y^
three years. However, some are print^e^d^
more frequently and others less, *depe^n^d'
ing on the number of changes occurrin^g^
in the charted area.
Printing is a key step in the prep̂ *̂ *̂ *'

*tion of charts. Lake Survey's Map ̂ »^n^*^*^
Chart Plant maintains its own offset
presses for such work. The two press^e 5̂̂

in use today are single-color Harri^s^
Model 149 *LUN's which were obtained *^i^°^
1967. They each take a maximum paper
size of 36 by *49-^g^- inches and can run
*6,5OO impressions an hour. A numb^er *°*
other printing systems and *reproducti^°^°^
methods had been considered before the5

presses were chosen. But, based on ̂L^* *^^*^
Survey's rather unique requirements^, *s *^,,
as the frequency of relatively short *^fU^.^j^
it was decided that this type press *^w^°^u^.^
most nearly ̂ meet present and *anticip^e^t.^e^b^S^
future needs, including the printing *^J*^
done for other federal agencies. *^+^5

Although the Map and Ch^art Plant
charts all year, most mat^erial is *g^*^
during the summer and compiled and *P:

during the winter months, In photo *^•*^
John L. Gutleber^, Lake Survey Center
man, checks Great Lakes nautical chart

*^v^e,|

*^"
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