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Oregon.—Lakeview, 3d.
Pennsylvania.—Pittsburg and Wilkesbarre, 25th.

l Temperature and rainfall data for the cotton districts, June.
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# Obwervations temporurily suapended. § Record for Inat 13 days of the month only.
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Fort Worth, Texas: on the 16th a tornado passed across
Cook and Denton counties, fatally injuring several persouns
and doing great damage to crops and farm buildings; many
school buildings, barns, sheds, and out-houses were blown
down. At McKenny the bridge over Wilson Creek was com-
pletely wrecked; a grocery store was damaged, the roof being
carried away and the front of the building blown in; corn and
cotton crops were beaten to the ground by the rain and wind.
At Pleasant Valley the wind was very destructive, two churches
being wrecked and other structures destroyed. At Valley
View, Cook county, a drug store was moved from its feunda.
tions and turned around; other buildings were damaged, while
fences, orchards, grain-stacks, and heavy trees were carried
away and scattered in every direction. Two churches and
several farm-houses were destroyed and one person killed at
Itaska.

Bushnell, MeDounough connty, Ilinois: a heavy wind storm,
accompanied by rain and hail, occurred at this place on the
afternoon of the 16th, blowing down trees, fences, and small
buildings, and doing considerable damage to growing crops.

Farmington, Fayette county, Pennsylvania: at 9 a.m.of the
17th, a dark funnel-shaped cloud was seen passing with great
velocity down the valley in which this town is situated. The
tornado continued for a few minutes only, but it destroyed-
everything in its path, which was {rom ten to fifty rods wide;
buildings were demolished, bridges and fences carried away,
and trees thrown down.

Galveston, Texas: reports from Elgin, Manor, Paige, and
other places on the Austin branch of the Houston and Texas
Central Railroad, state that those places were visited by a
heavy hail and thunder-storm on the 20th. At Elgin hail fell
to a depth of several inches and the stones were unusually
large. Nearly every building in the place bad windows broken
and roofs perforated. A church wascompletely demolished by
the high wind, and sign-boards and trees prostrated. At Manor
the storm did great damage to crops, hail-stones falling as large
as hens’ eggs. Three churches and many other buildings were
damaged. At Mexia one church was wrecked and several

Report of tornadoes for the month of June, 1886, by Lieut. J. P. Finley, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

houses unroofed. The corn crop was badly injured by hail.
No lives were lost, the people seeking shelter in storm houses
upon the approach of the storm.

Saint Paul, Minnesota : very severe thunder-stormns occurred
in this state on the 20th. At Fergus Falls the rainfall wag
heavy and the lightning sharp and incessant. One dwelling
was struck by lightning and several persons injured. Ag
Buarnesville a school-house was struck and one side was shat-
tered from the cupola to the ground. At Deer Creek a store
was struck, instantly killing one person and injuring another.

Hutchinson, McLeod county, Minnesota: a tornado occurred
three-quarters of a mile west of this village on the 23d.
Trees a foot in diameter were thrown down and fences were
carried away.

Shakopee, Scott county, Minnesota: a heavy thunder-storm
accompanied by destructive hail, passed over the northeast.
ern portion of Elm Prairie township on the 23d. The corn
crop suffered the most, being broken and beaten down by the
hail and wind.

Fort Davis, Texas: a tornado occurred at this place on the
23d. The storin moved across thie town from the northeast
toward the southwest, unroofing several houses and destroy-
ing light buildings.

Wauseon, Fulton county, Ohio: about 2.45 p. m. of the 24th
a tornado occurred in the northern part of this county, seri-
ously injuring several persons and destroying considerable
property. The conrse of the storm was a little south.of east
and its width ten rods. The tornado was accompanied by hail
and a heavy thunder-storm. )

The following description of this tornado is from the report
of the ¢“Ohio Meteorological Burean” for June, 1886 :

"The barometer had been slowly falling for five days, and at 14.00, the 24th
it was 20.698, About the time the thunder-storm appeared in the sgw..
12.30, the temperature was 78°.7. At 14.00 it was 74°.8; humidity 63 Pe;-
cent.; wind wsw., 5; sky 10, and light rain and heavy thunder-storm coming
on. There had been only a light breeze during the forenoon, and that was
from the ne. to se. About 14.30 the wind chanfed to wsw,, and raised to
abqut thirty miles per }lpur. This hlﬁh wind lasted only about twenty minutes.
This is the record of this station. The tornado was formed about twelve miles
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Gentelly, Minnesota ®.., 11 8.30p.m.. e. by n. Funnel S rreseenn l oo Tostmster at Gentelly, Minne:(ynng'.
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One dense mase of clouds when first obrerved in sw.
Z Cloud fram « met that from n,, forming a heavy, dark, low-hanging mass.
[ Dark and heavy wall of clonde lining the northern horizon. At 3 p. m. a cloud seemed
presented a fearful appesrance in the n. The isolated cloud, now black as ink, was moving
gruunl.!, with regular outlines.

One obwerver Temarks: * Fumned cloud, spreading Yike hour-glaan.””  Another obeerve

Joud looked like « large inverted funnel with thick, white, rolling edgen, enpecinlly at eaat side. The centre looked dark, and st times flluminated by lightning.
1§

t Funnel-nhaped cloud ; after moving over one-third the are of the horizon seemed to lengthen, so as its length becane five timen it width.
In a few minutes it aecmned to come toward the earth, then rowe, and then came dowun again.

to weparate from back-gronnd, growing darker ax it approsched, At 3.30 p. m. the heavens
toward Greenock with great rapidity; it appeared, in ahape and wize, like a one acre plot of

er wnyw: 1n form of double funnel, lower one inverted.” And wtill another observer says :

“ Long, narrow tail to upper cloud was an exact repreventation of coal umoke from standing locomotive on & culm day.”
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n. of here, near Lyous, and about 2,45 p. m., when about two miles s. Qf
Philips’ Corners, it came to the ground.  Its course was a little s. of e, As it
descended it unroofed the house of J. Stahl, on the west side of the road. A
large piece of the roof was thrown about ten rods to the southeast, and other

to the northeast. It next struck the barn of O. P. Barues, which stood
ust at the south edge of the storm-track, and took the roof from one side.

e house (made of plank) stood a little north of the centre of the track, and
the whole upper Furt was taken up and ground to pieces.  The north wall was
Jeft and the south wall taken to the floor.
wind and carried about five rods, passing over an apple tree, and, when he
dropped, an apple tree fell on him.  He was not seriously injured. A hoy
who was in the yard was thrown under a sled on which, almost instantly after-
ward, the corn-crib wax dashed.  The hoy was but little hurt. A straw-covered
shed was not touched, while a chicken house near by was totally destroyed,
many of the chickens heing killed. Mrs. Barnes, who was in the house, was
struck on the head and breast, and is badly injured.  When the storm had
{)agged’ ghe was found in the yard unconscious. A boy who was lying on a
ounge in the house, was rolled off on the Hoor, and the quilt taken, which was
found over half a mile to the east.  Some of the goods were carvied nearly
three miles away. After Y"mng the house it struck the orchard, which it
nearly destroyed, the trees bheing broken off, or taken out by the roots.  The
track of the storm is only about twenty rods long by ten rods wide. It was not
over half a minute from the time it first appeared till it was gone.
acribed as a big blue ball, and roared louder than a train of cars.

Just after tﬁe tornado pmscd it rained very heavy, with a little hail. Tt
hailed very heavy in all directions aronnd.  Some places the hail wag three
inches dee}). and on the west side of the huildings there were chunks of ice
weighing ten ]mun(ls forty-eight hours after the storm. The hail extended
over a tract eight to ten miles wide hy fifteen to twenty long.  Some places
crops were nearly ruined.

Washington, Washington county, Pennsylvania: this county
was visited on the morning of the 25th by an unusually heavy
thunder-storm and destructive rain.  Hail fell in various parts
of the county at different times during the day. A large
namber of telegraph poles were struck by lightning, interrupt-
ing communication with Wheeling, West Virginia. A tank-
house of the Union Oil Company was struck and burned,
together with five hundred barrels of oil.  Reports from the
sarrounding country state that considerable damage was done
by the heavy rain; meadows were Hooded and bridges carried
away by the high waters.
slides. o ) .

Newark, Licking county, Ohio: a destructive storm, accom-
panied by hail, visited this place on the 25th. Treex, fences,
and out-buildings were blown down. During the storm the
store-houses of the glass works were struck by lightning, and
the buildings, together with their contents, consisting ot a
large amount of glassware, were burned,

Lancaster, Fairfield county, Ohio: a severe thunder-storm
visited this place on the 25th, unrooting buildings, destroying

trees, and doing much JdJamage to the frait, tobacco, and wheat
crops.
NAVIGATION.
FLOODS.

Albuquerque, New Mexico: owing to heavy rains and melt-
ing snow in the mountains, the Rio Grande River was higher
on the 2d than it has been since 1833.
berino, Launcen, and Nobre de Dios were completely over-
flowed and the inhabitants compelled to seek the hills for

safety. At the Mexican town of Paso del Norte a very sub- |

stantial bridge across the Rio Graude was considerably weak-
ened, the embankments on both sides being washed away.

El Paso, Texas: on the 7th the Rio Grande River was ten
feet above the low-water mark and remained stationary until
the 10th, when it commenced falling slowly and at the end of
the mouth was still four feet above the low-water mark at El
Paso. Between the 7th and 10th railroad tracks were washed
away in many places, several bridges destroyed, and three towns
in the Mesilla Valley overtlowed, the inhabitants being obliged
to remove to the hills. Crops, stock, and a number of houses
were washed away. Fort Hancock was submerged and aban-
doned by the garrison, the buildings having been undermined
by the water.

Asheville, Buncombe county, North Carolina: on the night
of the 8-9th a phenomenally heavy rain storm occurred in the
vicinity of Marshall, in Madison county. A small mountain

Mr. Barnes was jerked up by the:

[t i3 de-:

All trains were delayed by Iund|

The towns of Cham-!

stream known as Rigsley’s Run, which generally is only three or
four feet wide, was suddenly converted into a destructive tor-
rent. A railroad and turnpike on the margin of the stream
were completely washed away in places, leaving gulleys where
the road bed had formerly been; timber, houses, and large
boulders were thrown upon the remainder of the track, delay-
ing trains for several days. In the valley below considerable
farmm property was destroyed, crops being submerged, cattle
drowned, and fences and small buildings carried away. This
sudden rise of the stream is attributed by the inhabitants of
this section to a waterspout which is reported to have formed
a short distauce north of Marshall.

Omaha, Nebraska : on the night of the 14-15th, about mid-
night, an exceedingly heavy fall of rain, which is described as
a “cloud-burst,” occurred at Osceola, Polk county. Nearly
two miles of the Omaha and Republican Valley Railroad track
i were washed away, together with several buildings, horses, and
WAgons,

Cairo, Illinois: very heavy rain fell on the 16th, several
washouts oceurred on the Iron Mountain, and Texas and Saint
Louis Railroads, delaying traffic for some time. Crops, also,
were considerably damaged by the rain.

Alexandria, Rapides county, Louisiana: the rainfall of the
twenty-four hours ending at 5 p. m. of the 16th was phenom-
lenally large in this connty, 21.40 inches falling at this place,
‘and 13.20 inches at Cheneyville, a few miles southeast. Bad
washouts occurred on the New Orleans division of the Texas
Pacific Railroad, causing a suspension of trafli¢ for several
days. All that portion of the town extending from Third to
Tenth streets, and from Madison street to the Morgan depot,
was entirely submerged to the depth of three feet. Two men
were drowned by the overflow.

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania: very heavy rain ocenrred during
the night of the 16-17th, flooding several stores and dwellings
in thix city.

Nashville, Tennessee: reports from different sections of
Tennessee indicate that great damage was done by heavy
rains which fell from the 17th to 23d. Streams were over-
overflowed and cut wheat carried away. Much wheat was also
rained by germinating in the shocks.

Lynchburg, Virginia, 23d: the crops in the surrounding
reountry have been greatly injured by the heavy rains of the

preceding week. The storm of the 21st did considerable

-damage; entire flelds of grain were submerged with mud and
|water and rendered useless; gardens were also badly dam-
jaged. On the afternoon of the 23d a land slide occurred on
|the Virginia Midland Railroad track, covering it with a mass
| of earth, rocks, and trees.

Dale Enterprise, Rockingham county, Virginia: very heavy
rain fell on the afternoon of the 24th, causing streams to rise
rapidly. Cook’s Creek was higher than has been known for

.many years, and all the lowlands suffered much from overflow.

Warrenton, Warren county, Missouri: on the 26th an un-
usually heavy rain fell, causing the creeks in the southern
.part of the county to rise higher than ever before known.
Thousands of dollars worth of wheat and corn were carried
away and destroyed.

The following is an extract from the Opelousas, Louisiana,
¢ Courier,”” of June 26, 1836 :

i -~ The water in bayous Cocodrie, Boeaf, and Courtablean is higher than it has
| been for years, and at Washington on Wednesday lagt was only twenty-six
| inches below the high-water mark of 1882, Most of the farms on the west bank
i of the Bayou Beaeuf are under water,  This almost unprecedented overflow is
. enused by the heavy rains of the past two webks, whereas the inundation of
- 1882 was from the breaking of levees on the Red and Mississippi rivers.

‘ Milledgeville, Georgia: the heavy rainof the 28th, 29th, and
:30th cansed freshets in all rivers and creeks in this part of the
|state. Plantations on the river bottoms suffered heavily by
i the overflow, large areas of cotton and corn were submerged.
|The Chattahoochee branch of the Savannah, Florida, and

Western Railroad sustained great damage, several bridges
i being destroyed and considerable track undermined.




