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This REVIEW i s  based on reporta for May, 1591, from I vice ;” uioutlilg report,s from the local weather services of Als- 
3,dGl regiilar aud volnutary observers. These reports are cl RS- I bnriia, Arkausas;, ClJlOriltlo, IlIiuois, h d i a n a ,  Iowa Weather and 
sified as follows : 171 reports from Signal Service statiolis j 118 1 Crop Service, Kanhas, Rentiicliy, Louisiana, Narylau(1, Michi- 
reports from United States Army post surgeons j 1,6S4 mouthlr git11, BIiunesota, Jlississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
reports from state weather service and volnutary observers ; S S  ’ Euglaud, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North and 
reports from C:tuacliau stations j 191 reports through the Ceu- I South h k o t n ,  Ohio, Oregoc, Pennsjlvauia, Soiith Carolina, 
tral Pacific Railway Compauy ; 369 m:triue reports through the Tenuenbee, Texas, and Wisconsiu, and iuternat,ional simultane. 
co-operation of the Hylrographic Oflice, Navy Departmeut8 ; oils observations. Trustworthy newspaper extracts ancl special 
lnariue reports through t8he “ N e w  York Herald Weather Ser- 1 reportn have also been used. 

CHARACTERISTICS O F  T H E  WEATHER FOR NAY, 1891. - The month was the coolest May ou record a t  a unmber of 
stntious in the south Atlautic nud west Gulf states, the Ohio 
Vallex, aud southwest Arizoua. The ouly districts in which 
the mont8h was warmer thau usnal mere t8he Canadian Mari- 
time Proviuces, the north Pacific coast, the greater pait  of 
the middle and northern plateau regions, and from the middle 
plateau northeast to Lake Superior. The highest masimiim 
temperatnre reported by regulitr stations of the Sigual Ser- 
vice was looo a t  Yutna, Ariz., and Columbia, S. C., and by a 
voluutary observer, l l O o ,  a t  Volcauo SIjriugs, CHI. At Bis- 
marck, N. Dak., the mesimum temperatiire was lo higher than 
previously reported for May. The lowest miuimum temperature 
reported by a regular statiou of the Signal Service was Eo, a t  
Fort McKinuey, Wyo., aucl by a voluntary observer, lo, a t  
Breckenridge, Colo. A t  a number of stations in the Atlautic 
consb states, the lower lake region, t h e  upper Ohio valley, 
sontli Louisiaua, east Texas, south Kansas, aud the extreme 
northmest, the miuimum temperatnre was lower thnu pre- 
viously reported for May. Unusually cold weather prevailed 
east of the Mississippi : ~ u d  Missouri rivers from the 5th to 
7th j in Rausas on the l l t h  j and t’rotu western New York to 
Michigan on t8he 17th. From the 5th to 7th killing froht oc- 
curred east of the Mississippi River ;LS far south as Tenue 
and North Caroliua; on the l l t h  in Nebraska; ou the 13th iu 
Kansas; ou the 17th iu Went Virginia, Michigan, and Iowa; 
aud ou t8he 27th in Ohio aut1 New York, i ts  occiirreuce ill the 

The mouthly precipitation was the heaviest ever reported 
for May a t  Santa FQ, N. Mes., Fort Grant, Ariz., Wiuuemocca, 
Nev., and  Fort Assinuiboiue, & h u t . ,  and i t  mas the least ever 
reported for May a t  Enstport, Me., Wilmiugton, N. C., Mobile, 
Ala., Chattauooga, Teuu., Ciuciuuati, Ohio, Rochehter, N. Y., 
Marquette, Mich., Moorhead, Miuu., aucl Neah Bay, Wash. 
East of the Rocky.Monntains the precipiL%tiou was generally 
deficient, escept in  t’he interior ofthe south Atlantic states, the 
greatest deficieucy, 4.00 to 5.00 inches, beiug noted over south 
Louisiana aud east Tesas. Over the Rocky Monntitirr aut1 
plsteau regions aucl 011 the middle Pacific coast the precipita- 

- districts named being two to seven weeks later than usii;il. 

tioii was geuernlly iu excess of the average. Over the south- 
ern platean regiou more than three times the usnal a~nouut of 
precipitation was reported, and  011 the uortheast slope of the 
Rocky Monnt:iius, over the middle plateau region, aud along 
the uiidtlle Pacific coast the precipitabion averaged abont one- 
fourth greater than ustiitl. A t  Key West, Fla., less thau one- 
t8enth of the naunl precipitation fell, and iu New Euglaud, the 
east and west Gnlf states, the Ohio Valley :tud Tennessee, the 
Lake region, the upper Mississippi valley, aud the tiorthern 
lilateaa region the monthly precipitation averaged from one- 
fourth to oue-l.ialf of the average amount for May. In western 
North Carolina the excessive raius ot’ the latter part of the 
month damaged crops. I n  central New Mexico the month mas 
reported the wettest May hitice 1866. I n  southwestern Cali- 
t’oriiia some clamage mas cansetl to h@ atid gr. ‘n by the rains 
of the middle 1)ilrt o f the  mout;h. Very dry w ii2 ther prevailed 
geuerally iu t8he Mississippi and middle Missoiiri wlleys, and 
tlieuce eantward to the Atlautic coast. In  the Ohio Valley 
aurl thence over Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, the droiith 
was brokeu by raius of the 18th to 21st8. 

0 1 1  the Sd a severe storm visited Padticah, Ry., injnriug a 
iiiiiuber of persous aut1 d m a g i u g  mauy buildings; a n d  a 
severe local storm was reported near Goodrich, Kans. On the 
4th :t small wlrirling storm occurred at New Orleans, La. OR 
the 20th R trtruado moved eastward over Roone and Audrain 
con~it~ier;, Mo., killing 4 persous, injuring 35 or more, and de- 
stroying prol’erty to the estiinateil value of over ~100,000, and 
tlestrncti\-e hail stortns occurred iu Missonri, Illinois, Kansas, 
Oklahomn Territory, and Arizona. 

High mater, doe largely to inelting suow in  the mountains 
of s ~ n t ~ h e r u  Colorado, prevailed aloug t h e  Rio Graude River 
i n  New Mexico aud west Texas clnring t h e  first half of the 
nlouth, causing great destruction of‘ property, etc., and the 
Pecos River was the highest ever known. The lower Missis- 
siplii river subsided and fell below the d a u g e r - h e  at Vicks- 
burg, Miss., 011 the 15tl1, and a t  New Orleans, La., ou the 22d. 
Destructive forest fires occiirred in the pine and cranberry dis- 
tricts of sonth New Jersey j in the mouutaius of Pennsylvania 
ant1 southeast New York j the upper part of lower Michigan; 
~ n t l  about Dalnth, Minu., aut1 Snperior, Wis. 


