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thirtieth meridian. The fogs of the Newfoundland banks are most
prevalent in July and August, when they are encountered in that re-
gion twenty or more days in the month. The southern limit of ice-
bergs on the banks, which reaches to about the fortieth parallel in
June, contracts north of the forty-tifth parallel in August.

In the West Indies August marks the beginning of the hurricane
geason. The more severe storms of the month are, however, confined
almost entirely to the more eastern islands of the West Indies, and
any given locality in the Lesser Antilles and Porto Rico is subject to a
hurricane visitation in August on an average of once in fifteen to
twenty years. Inthe Gulf of Mexicothe more severe stormsof August
pass west or north of west from the Caribbean Sea, and average about
one in two years.

August is the month of maximum typhoon frequency in the Philip-
pine Islands, the China Sea, and on the China and Japan coasts. These
storms usually originate east or northeast of the Philippine Islands
and move westward over the China Sea, or recurve northward to the
China or Japan coasts. They compare in severity with the West
Indian harricanes.

In the United States August is a month of occasional thunderstorms
from the Lake region and Ohio Valley, over the Middle Atlantic and
New England States, and the rains in these districts, while usually of
short duration, are at times excessive and attended by violent wind
squalls. General storms of marked severity seldom occur on the At-
lantic seaboard and the Great Lakes in August.

In the Southern States, east of the Mississippi River, the rainfall of
the month is caused principally by minor disturbances, which advance
from the Gulf of Mexico or the West Indies. Between the Missis-
sippi River and the Rocky Mountains the month of August is usually
dry émd uneventful, with a tendency to strong and warm southwest
winds.

Over the greater part of the country west of the Rocky Mountains,
August rainfalls are light, and over the middle Plateau region and in
California little or no rain falls.

Wirtnis L. Mooreg,

Chief U. S. Weuther Bureau.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORDS IN OHIO.

We have received from Mr. Samuel P. Davidson, of Lon-
don, Ohio, a copy of a very interesting climatological tahle
pertaining to his station. Mr. Davidson has kept a record
of the temperature and rainfall, dates of frost and other
meteorological phenomena from 1852 to date. For thirty
years of that time his thermometer was located in one and
the same place. According to Mr. Davidson’s record the
present summer, in point of number of days with tempera-
ture of 90° and above, has been equaled once, and exceeded
once, viz, in 1867 and 1854, when there were 30 and 38 days,
respectively, with temperatures of 90° and above.

In response to Mr. Davidson’s request for information as
to other observers who have maintained a record for many
years, we would say there are a number of voluntary me-
teorological ohservers in Ohio who have been reporting con-
tinuouely for forty years and over. There may be other
persons, as in the case of Mr. Davidson, who have made
meteorological observations for many years.

Some of the oldest observers, in point of length of service,
are mentioned helow:

Mr. H. D. Gowey, of North Lewisbhurg, began making
meteorological observations in 1852; he is still an active
observer.

Mr. Gustavus A. Hyde, of Cleveland, Ohio, has heen a
voluntary observer about forty-five years. Mr. IIyde pub-
lished a summary of his observations, privately, in 1896,

Prof. John Haywood, of Westerville, Ohio, has heen ob-
serving continuously, if our record is correct, since 1858.

Dr. D. B. Cotton, of Portsmouth, Ohio, also began ohser-
vations in the late fifties. Qur record is not conclusive as to
the date of Dr. Cotton’s first report. He has likewise ob-
served continuously to the present time.

Among others who have observed long and faithfully are
Dr. J. B. Owsley, the present voluntary observer at Jackson-
boro, Ohio (1868). Mr. Thomas Mikesell, Wauseon, Ohio
(1870).

The Commonwealth of Ohio is fortunate in having within
its limits an unusunally large number of persons who have
heen observing the weather for many years.—.. J. H.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL ATLAS OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE.

As a memorial volume commemorating the fiftieth anni-
versary of the foundation of the Central Physical Observatory
founded by the Emperor Nicholas I on April 1, 1849, the
present director general, M. Rykatcheff, has published a
magnificent folio atlas, in which, by means of eighty-nine
meteorological charts and fifteen graphical tables, he has pre-
sented the prominent features of the climate of the Russian
Empire from Warsaw, on the extreme west, to Bering Strait,
on the east, and from Teheran, on the south, to the Arctic
Ocean on the north. This range of forty degrees in latitude
and a hundred and sixty in lopgitude represents one of the
most extensive compact meteorological systems in the world,
and although stations are rather scarce in the interior of
Siberia, yet the data are sufficient to justify drawing isobars
and isotherms over the whole area. The volume contains
thirteen monthly and annual charts, showing the pressure and
resultant winds; also similar sets of thirteen charts for the
temperature, vapor tension, and relative humidity, respect-
ively. The total precipitation, viz, rain and snow, is shown
on five charts for the four seasons and the year; the number
of days of rainfall or snowfall and the quantity of cloudiness
are also shown by similar sets of five charts each. Additional
to these main charts are the following: The annual amplitude
of the monthly mean temperature of the air, viz, the differ-
ence between the monthly means for July and January; the
absolute maxima, the absolute minima, and the absolute range
or amplitude for the whole period. All temperatures are
reduced to sea level by allowing for a diminution of one-half
degree, Centigrade, per 100 meters of elevation. Two charts
are devoted to showing the seasons, or the months of maxi-
mum and minimum precipitation, which items are of peculiar
importance to vegetation, and two other charts to the seasons
of maximum and minimum number of rainy days, and two
others to the seasons of maximum and minimum cloudiness.
These gix charts are of special interest in connection with
vegetation. Finally three charts show the opening and clos-
ing of the rivers with ice. Onechart, No. 83, shows the num-
ber of days during which a layer of snow prevails on the sur-
face of the ground; the region of maximum namber of days
(190) extends from Archangel east-southeastward to the Ural
and beyond. From this region the number of days during
which snow lies on the ground diminishes as we proceed south-
ward until we reach 60 days on the northern shores of the
Caspian Sea and 20 days on the northwestern shores of the
Black Sea. Chart 84 gives the number of days with thunder-
storms, the maximum being 20 at many places, but especially
in a belt extending from Nijni-Novgorod and Kazan south-
westward to the borders of Roumania. The last five charts
show the paths of cyclones and the types of weather in Russia,
in so far as this latter depends upon the position of areas of
high and low pressure. Although the size of the atlas ren-
ders it rather cumbersome, yet the paper and press work be-
ing of the finest quality render the whole work a magnificent
monument, illustrative of the activity of this great meteoro-
logical office.
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE LAKES ON TEMPERATURE
OF THE LAND.

Mr. John West James, voluntary observer at station, Riley,
I11. (post office address Marengo, I11.), writes as follows:

Can you kindly inform me, why, so far in the interior of the conti-
nent ag I am, the east wind is so cold in spring and nearly all sum-
mer? My station is 46 miles due west from Lake Michigan, and the



