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The following is a brief abstract of a circular of information 

MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. 

C';c~ctelg )twmrcres.-Fi*om 1 fluid ounce to 5 gallons, or from 1 milli- 
liter to 10 liters. 
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THE "SNOW UOUNTRY" OF CHNTRAL NEW YORK. 
In the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW for December, 1901, p. 563, 

there is an article on " The Influence of small lakes on local 
climate," having especial reference to the lakes of central and 
western New York. The heavy snowfall in this section of New 
York was partly explained in the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 
for Beptember, 1901, p. 422. Dr. 31. A. Veecler communicates 
the following additional information relative to this subject: 

In Oneida County, N. Y., along the line of the ZTtica and Black River 
Railroad, between Renisen and Boonville, there is a region popularly 
known as '' Snow Country." It is situated at the parting of the streailis, 
end quite abruptly reaches an elevation of from 1,200 to 1,5CN) feet above 
sea level, being the highest land near Lake Ontario. The great amount 
of snow appears to be due to the fact that the winds tliat bweep  TOSS 
the .lake are forced to a higher level by this elevated land sui-face. It 
seenis to be a well defined local peculiarity.-H. If. h-. 

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS. 

employed in science, engineering, manufacture, commerce, the 
arts, and education. 

(2)  The const,ruction of standards, their multiples and sub- 
multiples, and the solution of problems which arise in con- 
nection with stanclards. 

(3) The determination of physical constants and the prop- 
erties of inaterials when such data are of great importance to 
scientific or manufacturing interests and are not to be obtained 
of suficient accuracy elsewhere. 

Pending the completion of the new laboratories, the Bureau 
now occupies the old Ofice of Standard Weights and Measures, 
and is prepared to take up only a limited amount and kind of 
wmk, consisting of the compaiison of the standard and meas- 
uring instruments named below: 

Lmgfh wtPcceccrea.-~~ntard bars from 1 to 10 feet, or from 1 decimeter 
tu 5 meters: base bars: hench standards; leveling rods; graduated scales; 
engineerti' and surveyors' metal tapes 1 to 3I)o feet. or fiwm 1 to 100 meters. 

~eig\ttf3.-Flu,ni 0.01 grain to 50 pounds, or from 0.1 milligram to 20 
liiloernlils. 

disturbances likely & interfere with the delicate work of the 
Bureau. The laboratory and power house are being planned 
with a view to future enlargement, and i t  is expected they 
will be ready for occupancy by January 1, 1903. 

The functions of the Bureau are embraced in three heads. 
as follows: 

(1) The comparison with autliorizecl fltandards and the 
testing and calibration of all classes of inensuring apparatus 

. 

Hytb.o))wC,a.-Ai~I,i;c;lolnrters. salinometers.and saccharometers, whose 
scales ~orresp6nd to dmsities between 0.85 and 1.20. 

Rr'HiRfroir4W.-Staii~ar~ coils of the following dmominatiuns: 1, 4.5, 10, 
100. 1,OtMl. 10.01W. 100, (NK) ohms : low-resistance standards for current 
nieasurenients of the fdlowiug denoniinat.ions : 0.1, 0.01, 0.001. 0.OOO1 
ohms. Coils of resistance IICIZCS; potentiometers: ratio coils. 

Shi)cdnr& qf PkPtrO-?)lOfiVC forre. -Clark and other standard cells. 
Dirwf-ricrrml ~)nerwtcrDfg nppnrnfus. -Millivdtmetcrrs and voltmeters up 

t.1, 161) v(ilt,s: animeters up to 50 amperes. 
It is the desire of the BIIM~II tn cwoperate with manufacturers. scien- 

t.ists, and i.~t~lii?ix. in )jringing'about more satisfactory conditions relative to 
weights and nieasurcs in tlir broader meaning of tlie term, and to place at 
the disposd of t.lioscB interested suvh information relative tu tliese subjects 
as niay be in possession rif t,hta Burrau. All conimunications and articles 
sh~iuld be aildressed * *  National Burcwi of Standaiuls. Washington. D. C." 

THE WEaTHER OF TEE MONTH. 
By Prof. ALFRED J. HENHT, in chnrgr of Ilivisiou nf Records and Metmmlogicsl h t a .  

UHARAUTBRIL3TIUS OF THE WEATHER FOR MARCH. 

The weather of February, 1902, was characterized by low 
temperatures and great dryness in the interior of the country 
and heavy precipitation on both coasts. Tlie weather of 
March, 1902, as regards temperature, stancls out in strong 
contrast to that of the preceding month. The temperature 
was above the seasonal average in all parts of the country, 
except the middle Rocky Mountain region and thence west- 
ward to the coast. The weather in the Lake region n'as 
unusually open and pleasant, and gave promise of a speedy 
opening of interlalie navigation. The precipi tation W ~ R  gen- 
erally above the seasonal average, except in the Ohio Valley 
and the Lake region. A notable characteristic of the month 
was the persistence of southwestern storms ancl the heavy 
snowfall along the Appalachians from eastern Tennessee to 
New England. 

PRESSTJR.E. 

The ciis tribution of monthly mean pressure is shown graphic- 
ally on Chart IT and the numerical values are given in Tables 
I and VI. 

There was a sharp reaction from the pressure conditions 
which prevailed in February, 1902. It may be remembered 
that pressure was unusually low off both coasts ancl high in 
the interior. During the current month there was n sharp 
rise of pressure on both coasts and a fall in the interior, the 
rise amounting to 0.3 inch over the Canadian Maritime Prov- 

inces and about 0.15 inch along the north Pacific coast. Pres- 
sure was lower in the interior of the country by amounts 
ranging on tlie average from one to two-tenths of an inch. 
Monthly mean pressure was generally below the average in 
all parts of the country, escept tshe C.anadian Maritime Prov- 
inces and the California coast. 

"MMPERATURE OF THE AIR. 

The clistribution of monthly mean surface temperature, as 
cleclucecl fivm the records of about 1,000 stations, is shown on 
Chart VI. 

As stated under characteristics of the weather, the month 
was unusually warm in all districts, escept the middle Rocky 
Mountain and Plateau regions and the Pacific coast. The 
greatest positive departure8 occurred in the Lake region, 
where the temperature was as much as 10' to 12' above the 
seasonal average. No unusual maximum temperatures were 
recorded. 

A rather severe cold wave for the season swept over the 
country on the lGth, 17th, and 18th. Temperatures as low as 
351 below zero were recorded in North Dakota and northern 
Minnesota. Freezing temperatures were also recorded in the 
South Atlantic States, but not in Florida or along the imme- 
diate Gulf coast. 

Tlie average temperature for the several geographic districts 
~ n d  the departures from tlie normal values are shown in the 
following table : 


