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of the rainbow. He regards it r r  an irrefussble duty ” (eine 
unabweisliche Pflicht). All of the observed phenomena he 
considers as postulates of the correct theory and in contradic- 
tion to the Descartes theory of r r  effective rays,” which he thinks 
should give place to that of effective wave surfaces ”. He 
proclaims as his aim that no one henceforward should teach a 
false theory of the rainbow, since the means are now at hand 
for giving the correct theory in a way easily intelligible to 
school pupils (den Schiilern leicht verstandlichen Weise). 
How easy this may be, it would hardly be wise to accept on 
trust from one who is plainly an enthusiast. Probably the 
majority of physicists will continue to  believe that the colors 
of the rainbow are due chiefly to refractive dispersion. This 
may be true without any disregard of the masterly work of Airy 
or any faulty observation of the phenomena of interference. 
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