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of the rainbow. He regards it “an irrefusable duty’ (eine
unabweisliche Pflicht). All of the observed phenomena he
considers as postulates of the correct theory and in contradic-
tion to the Descartes theory of « effective rays,” which he thinks
should give place to that of “effective wave surfaces”. He
proclaims as his aim that no one henceforward should teach a
false theory of the rainbow, since the means are now at hand
for giving the correct theory in a way easily intelligible to
school pupils (den Schillern leicht verstindlichen Weise).
How easy this may be, it would hardly be wise to accept on
trust from one who is plainly an enthusiast. Probably the
majority of physicists will continue to believe that the colors
of the rainbow are due chiefly to refractive dispersion. This
may be true without any disregard of the masterly work of Airy
or any faulty observation of the phenomena of interference.
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WEATHER BUREAU MEN AS EDUCATORS.

The following lectures and addresses by Weather Bureau
men are reported:

Mr. W. T. Blythe, April 18, 1906, before the Railroad Branch
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, Brightwood, Ind.;
also April 28, 1906, before the Indiana Association of Science
and Mathematics Teachers, Indianapolis, Ind., on “The History
of Meteorology and of the U. S. Weather Service ”.

Mr. N. B. Conger, April 29,1906, before the Business Men’s
Class of Brewster Church, Detroit, Mich., on “ The Weather
Bureau and its Work ”.

Prof. H. J. Cox, March 7, 1906, before the Geological Club,
University of Chicago; also March 9, before the Geographic
Society of Chicago, in the exhibition room of the local Weather
Bureau office, also March 20, before the Department of Seience
and Philosophy, Lakeview Woman’s Club, on ¢ Chicago
Weather ”’, with lantern slide illustrations.

Myr. David Cuthbertson, April 24, 1906, before the North
Buffalo, N. Y., Young Men’s Literary Association, on “The
Workings of the U. S. Weather Bureau and its Value ”
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