JuLy, 1906.

(1) The taking and recording of meteorological observa-
tions.

(2) Forecasting of weather.

(3) Issue of storm warnings.

(4) Display of weather and flood signals.

(5) Display of frost and cold-wave signals.

(6) Distributing meteorological information.

(7) Other prescribed duties.

On the 21st of June the “ meteorological bill’’ passed to the
second reading. It seemed to be in charge of Senator Keat-
ing, who said the object of the measure is to federalize mete-
orological observatory work; that the state governments and
interstate conferences showed a general consensus of opinion
in favor of a central weather bureau, but there was a differ-
ence of opinion as to federalizing astronomical work.

June 22 the debate was resumed, and the question was dis-
cussed as to the relative advantages of one commonwealth
department controlling all meteorological work, or one federal
officer who would have no power unless six state departments
chose to work harmoniously with him. The bill was then
referred back to the committee, where Senator Givens moved
that the federal officer must have been a resident of Australia
for at least five years; but this amendment was negatived after
Senator Keating had denied that the federal cabinet intended
to import and appoint a foreign meteorologist.

The bill came up for a third reading on June 23, and then
came before the house of representatives on the 28th, on which
oceagion, in answer to a query, it was stated that the present
bill only provided that the federal government should take
over the meteorological departments from the states, and not
the astronomical work; and that some of the states were
strongly of the opinion that this latter should be done.

From later Australian papers of July and August we obtain
the following items. According to the Sydney Morning Her-
ald of July 2:

The Minister of Home Affairs in the Federal Government moved the
second reading of the bill before the House of Representatives, and ex-
plained the advantages that would be secured by the proposed reorgani-
zation. One member said that astronomical observatories should he
reorganized on the same plan, but the motion for the second reading
was agreed to, without amendments or instructions, and the bill re-
ferred back to committee. In committee it was stated that the cost of
weather telegrams would be 10,000 and the additional expenditures
10,000 pounds sterling annually. A new clause was inserted, enabling
arrangements to be entered into with other countries for the interchange
of meteorological information. The committee then referred the bill
back to the House for its third reading. The House, by 31 votes to 8,
negatived the motion that a clause should be inserted providing for the
taking over of the state astronomical departments by the Commonwealth.
The hill was then read a third time and passed.

On August 3 the Daily Telegraph states:

Now that the Meteorology Bill has practically become a law the
Minister of Home Affairs is taking steps to organize a Federal Bureau.
Apparently the United States methods will be followed as far as practi-
cable, and when the system of wireless telegraphy is adopted by the
Commonwealth a number of outlying observatory stations will be fitted
up, so that daily reports can be sent.

It is eminently proper to congratulate our Australian col-
leagues on the prospect that now opens up before them of
being able to organize not only an Australian but an Austra-
lasian service, that shall fill up the great gap between the In-
dian Ocean on the west and South America on the east, between
the Antarctic Continent on the south and the equator on the
north. This immense region, covering one-fourth of the globe,
belongs peculiarly to Australia, and must be conquered meteor-
ologically by Australasian energy and science. Some such
movement has been longed for and hoped for since 1873, and it
gives us the greatest pleasure to see this beginning of the
realization of our hopes.
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GEORGE J. HECK.

Through the death of Assistant Observer George J. Heck,
which occurred at Williston, N. Dak., on July 4, 1906, the
Weather Bureau suffered the loss of a kind and genial person-
ality and the services of a conscientious, careful worker. Mr.
Heck was connected with the Government Meteorological
Service more than twenty years, and commanded the respect
and esteem of all his associates. His devotion to his official
duties was marked. Even when stricken with a fatal malady,
he insisted upon taking the regular observations, typifying to
the last the guiding principle of his life. The memory of his
sterling qualities will abide with those who knew him.—D. J. .

PHYSICAL SOCIETIES AND JOURNALS.

Under the above heading, in the MontHLY WEATHER REVIEW
for November, 1905, Volume XXXIII, page 490, we have
urged those interested in the physics of the atmosphere to
keep in close touch with the progress of our knowledge in
physics by joining some one of the prominent physical socie-
ties, or otherwise subseribing for their periodicals. The short
list of journals published at that time unfortunately omitted
the well-known Belgian journal, Ciel et Terre, which is now
in its twenty-eighth year, and is devoted to meteorology,
astronomy, and magnetism. We have, therefore, compiled the
following general list of periodical publications, most of them
journals of societies devoted, at least in part, to the physics
of the atmosphere, although a few of them bear more especi-
ally on climatology; all of them are, we believe, easily pro-
curable by individuals and should be in every good scientific
library:

AUSTRIA—HUNGARY.

Mitteilungen aus dem Gebiete des Seewesens. M. 8°. Pola.
Sitzungsberichte der Kaigerlichen Akademie der Wissen-
schaften. M. 8°. Wien.
BELGIUM.

Bulletin de la Société belge d’Astronomie. M.4°, Bruxelles.

Ciel et Terre. S-m. 8°. Bruxelles.
Revue Nephologique. M. 8°. Mons.
ENGLAND.
Aeronautical Journal. Q. 4°. London.
Geographical Journal. M. 8°. TLondon.

Journal Manchester Geographical Society. S-a. 8°. Man
chester.

Knowledge. M. 4°. London.

London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine.
M. 8°. London.

Nature. W. 4°. London.

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. I. f°.
London.

Proceedings Royal Institution Great Britain. I. §°.
London.

Proceedings of the Royal Society. Series A, Mathematical
and Physical. I. 4°. London.

Quarterly Journal of the Royal Meteorological Society. Q.

4°. London.

Science Abstracts. M. 8°. London.

Symons’s Meteorological Magazine. M. 8°. London.
FRANCE.

Aérophile. M. 4°. Paris.

Annales de Géographie. B-m. 8°. Paris.

Annuaire de la Société Météorologique de France. M. §°.
Paris.

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des séances. Académie des

Sciences. W. 4°. Paris.
Journal de Physique. M. 4°. Paris.
Nature. W. 4° Paris.



