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this fund was made to Lord Rayleigh and Professor Ramsay
for their discovery of argon and their memoir on the subject.

DOCTOR POLIS’S VISIT TO AMERICA.

Dr. P. Polis, the well-known director of the Meteorological
Observatory of Aachen (Aix-1a-Chapelle) has prepared a report
of his official visit to the meteorological institutions of the
eastern United States and Canada, carried out in the autumn
of 1907, and it has been published in the form of a handsome
octavo pamphlet under the auspices of the German Ministry
of the Interior.’

Numerous illustrations, as well as reproductions of weather
maps, bulletins, ete., are included in the volume, which has
appeared with remarkable expedition, considering the elabo-
rate character of the report.

Doctor Polis visited the Weather Bureau stations at Atlantic
City, Buffalo, Boston, New York, and Pittsburg; the central
office of the Meteorological Service of Canada, at Toronto;
the meteorological observatory at MeGill University, Montreal;
Harvard University; the Blue Hill Observatory; and the re-
search observatory of the Weather Bureau at Mount Weather;
and finally spent a month at the Central Office of the Weather
Bureau in Washington. Before sailing for Germany he at-
tended the Aeronautical Congress in New York.

Doctor Polis’s journey was undertaken especially with a
view to obtaining suggestions useful to the new public weather
service of Germany, of which he is an official.

A METEOROLOGICAL ALMANAC FROM BELGIUM.

M. Albert Bracke, of Mons, Belgium, is actively engaged in
the * yulgarization ”’ of meteorology (to use the French expres-
sion), by means of numerous and varied publications; viz,
«La Revue Néphologique,”’ & unique periodical devoted to
the study of clouds; “Curiosités de I’Atmosphére,” a series of
brochures devoted to miscellaneous meteorological topics, of
which eight numbers have appeared; «“Publications de la Sta-
tion Météorologique de Mogimont,” devoted more especially to
the investigation of Belgian thunderstorms; besides a great
number of oceasional publications. M. Bracke is, in fact, one
of the most prolific writers in the domain of popular meteor-
ology.

(jgze of the latest enterprises of this writer is & meteorologi-
cal almanac, published as an adjunct to the semi-monthly aero-
nautical publication, “La Conquéte de I’Air,” and known as
« Almanach de la Conquéte de I’'Air,” of which the volume for
1908 has recently been issued. This publication includes
blank forms upon which the amateur meteorologist may record
his observations from day to day; tables of daily normal tem-
peratures for Brussels; the weather folk-lore of each month
of the year; a chronicle of weather happenings in Europe dur-
ing the preceding year (in the manner of the popular weather
chronicles of our forefathers; a genre now rather too rare in
meteorological literature); and numerous little articles on
meteorological topics, of which we have space to mention only
an illustrated account of Flammarion’s private observatory at
Juvisy.

_ A MODEL METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE IN SOUTH AMERICA.

An interesting exception to the general neglect of meteor-
ology in South America is the state of Sao Paulo, in Brazil,
which possesses an official meteorological service not inferior
to the average of those of Europe, and a greater number of
stations per unit area, as well as a much larger percentage
provided with self-recording instruments, than even the well-
known service of the Argentine Republic.

Sio Paulo is one of the richest of the Brazilian states and
the greatest producer of coffee, exporting thru its chief port,
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Santos, more coffee than any other district in the world. There
is a large Gierman population; a fact that probably accounts
for the amount of attention paid here to meteorology and
other sciences.

The meteorological service began in 1887 with two stations,
and has steadily grown, thanks to the untiring efforts of its
successive directors, Derby, Loefgren, and Belfort Mattos.
The central office is at S&o Paulo, the capital of the state, and
has a staff comprising a director, assistant director, and five
meteorologists. The other stations are mainly in the charge
of school teachers, telegraph officials and engineers, who are
paid small stipends for their meteorological work. Observa-
tions are taken at 7 a. m., 2 p. m., and 9 p. m. Nearly half
the stations are supplied with self-recording barometers, ther-
mometers, anemometers, and rain gages of the latest pattern.
Stations have not yet been established in the western part of
the state, which is still a wilderness, inhabited mainly by
Indians.

The climatic date collected by this service were utilized by
E. L. Voss, a former official of the service, in the elaboration
of his extensive work on the climate of the southern States of
Brazil, as well as in his more recent work on the rainfall of

South America; published as “Erganzungshefte” Nos. 145

and 157, respectively, to Petermanns Geographische Mitteil-
ungen (Gotha, 1903 and 1907).

The meteorological service of Sio Paulo is known officially
a8 the “ Meteorological Section of the Directory of Agricul-
ture,” having been transferred last year from the State Geo-
graphical and Geological Commission. In consequence of
this transfer a new series of its quarterly bulletin, «Dados
Climatologicos,” has just begun.

NECROLOGY.

Lieut.-Col. R. L. J. Ellery, C. M. G., F. R. S, a well-known
Australian meteorologist and astronomer, died January 16,
1908. Colonel Ellery was for many years director of the
Melbourne observatory and government astronomer of Vie-
toria, and as such the official head of meteorology in that
colony. He was president of the Royal Society of Victoria
for twenty-three years. :

Alexander Faber, owner and publisher of a leading daily
newspaper in Magdeburg, Germany, the Magdeburgische
Zeitung, died February 2, 1908, in his sixty-fourth year. In
connection with his - paper he maintained, from 1880, a well-
equipped meteorological observatory, known as the « Wetter-
warte der Magdeburgischen Zeitung,” issued daily weather
maps, and fostered the organization of a meteorological
society which established a network of meteorological stations
thruout central Germany. The first director of the Magde-
burg Observatory, Richard Assmann, now director of the
Aeronautical Observatory at Lindenberg, contributes a notice
of Faber to the February number of Das Wetter.

The founder and former director of the Meteorological Ob-
servatory of Zagrib (Agram), Hungary, Prof. Ivan Stozir,
died on February 12.

Notices of the deaths of Albert Lancaster and Sir Richard
Strachey appear above. As these notes go to press news is
received of the death of the distinguished Anglo-Indian me-
teorologist, Sir John Eliot; an account of his life will appear
in a later number of the Review.

MR. THOMAS 8. COLLINS.

Mr. Thomas S. Collins, Observer, Weather Bureau, died
suddenly at Fort Smith, Ark., February 23, 1908, Mr. Collins
was 8 member of the Service from 1872 until his death, with
the exception of about a year in 1878-79, serving at some
twenty stations, and was a faithful and efficient employee. He
was a soldier in an Illinois regiment for three years during the
Civil War.



