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keenly felt than that of Sir John Eliot, E C. L E., F. R. S., 
the great authority on the meteorology of India, who died 
suddenly et his home, Bon Porto, Cavalaire, in the south 
of France, March 18,1908. 

He was born at  Lamesley, Durham, in 1839, and took a de- 
gree at Cambridge in 1869, winning special honors in mathe- 
matics. On leaving the university he proceeded at  once to 
India, where he taught mathematics successively at  Rurki 
and Allahabad. I n  1874 he was appointed professor of phys- 
ical science at  the Presidency College, Calcutta, and also 
meteorological reporter to the government of Bengal. In  
1886 he became meteorological reporter to the government of 
India, on the retirement of Ildr. Blanford, and held this post 
until his own retirement in 1903. 

During his regime the number of meteorological observa- 
tories in India waa nearly doubled, a uniform system of 
marine storm warnings was adopted, flood warnings were in- 
augurated, the work of collecting meteorological information 
relating to the Indian seas was largely extended, a solar 
physics observatory was established at Hodaikhal for the 
systematic study of solar changes and their correlation with 
the larger features of Indian meteorology, and seasonal fore- 
oasts of rainfall were undertaken, in an experimental way, in 
response to the immense need felt for such information by 
the Indian agriculturists; these being the first long-range 
forecasts issued by an official weather service and based upon 
generally admitted scientific principles. 

Sir John Eliot’s contributions to Indian meteorology by 
no means ceased with his retirement from official life. The 
most recent numbers of the Indian Meteorological Memoirs, 
published only last year, were from his pen; and in 1906 ap- 
peared the great work which may be regarded as the roof 
and crown of his scientific career-the cc Climatological Atlas of 
India.” A companion volume, I‘ Handbook of the Meteorol- 
ogy of India,” was to have been ready for publication shortly, 
and he was engaged upon this only two days before his 
death. He was an active member of the International Mete- 
orological Committee, retaining his membership after his re- 
tirement from the Indian service in 1903, at the urgent re- 
quest of the committee, in exception to the rule that the per- 
sonnel of the committee shall be limited to the directors of 
meteorological services. He was also secretary of the Inter- 
national Solar Commission. 

Of all Eliot’s scientific achievements perhaps that which 
most interested meteorologists in America was the great im- 
pulse that he gave to correlative meteorology on a world- 
wide scale-“ world meteorology ”-whether viewed as a sub- 
ject complete in itself, or as a chapter in cosmical physics. 
His address as chairman of the subsection of cosmical physics 
a t  the Cambridge meeting of the British Association, in 1904, 
may be said to mark an epoch in meteorological opinion; and 
his suggestive papers on the meteorology of large areas of 
the earth’s surface during the period 1892-1902 I are the ex- 
pression of similar views in a more concrete form. It is said 
that he was looking forward to attending the meeting of 
British meteorologists to be held in Ottawa .nest summer- 
an enterprise for which he himself was probably in a large 
measure responsible. 
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