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want to stand on the proposition, however, that the irregulari- 
ties of the rivers are due to their hahit of follouing the irregularities 
of precipitation, irrespe&’ve of the nature of the coaer on th4 ground. 
The present writer, who claims to be a disciple of the river engi- 
neers, would like to present as an article for the treaty of peace, 
that there is an analogy between the annual discharge of the up- 
per Ohio and the variation of levels of the Great Lakes, for the 
purpose of showing that whatever it is which produces extremes 
of drought or high water in the Ohio, has its seat of operation in 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, that the forested areas 
of the central United States are creations of those operations, 
and that cutting away the forests has in no wise interfered with 
them, or reduced or increased the volume of the Ohio returned 
annually to the ocean. 

It is to be feared, however, that no lasting peace can be macle 
until the meteorologists and the hydrologists have worked up all 
their available data (they are the court of last resort) and deal 
only with facts and figures, as indeed the engineers have tried to do, 
but have not always been well treated by the popular tribunals. 

SUMMARY OF THE CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA FOR 
THE UNITED STATES, BY SECTIONS. 

By Prof. FRANK H. BIQELOW. In charge of the Climatological Divlslon. 

The climatological data of the United States, which have ac- 
cumulated for the last half century, have been recently collected 
together in a series of summaries, 106 in number, covering the 
United States by sections, as given on the accompanying chart. 
It has been found convenient for various purposes to bring the 
data together for ready reference, in order that the numerous 
inquiries addressed to the Central Office or to the section clirec- 
tors may be more readily answered. The summaries also serve 
the purpose of special studies on the part of engineers ancl others 
interested in water resources, in farming operations, and in 
climatological matters generally. The records of the Central 
Office have been carefully compared with the retained copies on 
the stations, and all possible errors have been eliminated froni 
these tables. The Annual Report of the Chief of the Weather 
Bureau will contain similar data for the years succeeding 1908, 
so that the record will be continuous for the future. The sum- 
maries contain a statement of the topographical and climatic 
features of the region, with remarks of a practical nature such as 
are likely to be of interest to the reader. The tables include the 
precipitation for the section, giving the monthly, annual, and 
average amounts of rain or the equivalent of snow in inches and 
hundredths. Some gaps which have occurred in the records are 
filled in by interpolation of data from surrounding stations, such 
interpolated values being printed in bold faced type. 

A series of subordinate tables follow, giving (a) the average 
number of days with 0.01 inch or more of precipitation in each 
month; ( b )  the mean temperature; (c) the highest teinpers- 
ture; (d)  the lowest temperature; (e> the average hourly 
wind movement in miles; df> the mean relative humidity in 
percentage; ( g )  the prevailing wind direction ; (h)  the frost 
data, etc. 

A brief summary of hydrographic data for the section, fur- 
nished by the United States Geological Survey, is aclclecl, which 
gives some of the relations between the precipitation and the 
discharge of the important rivers for each month, namely, the 
maximum, minimum, and mean discharge in second-feet ; also 
per square mile, together with the run-off as depth in inches on 
the drainage area and total in acre-feet. 

Diagrams are added showing the comparative monthly clistri- 
bution of precipitation at  a number of stations, ancl a chart 
showing the boundaries of the sections, the location and nuniher 
of reporting stations, river systems, and general elevation above 
sea level. 

These summaries will finally be brought together in a voluine 
and this will give a history of the climate of the United States in 
as convenient a form for reference as is practicable. 
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RECENT PAPERS BEARING ON MECEOROLOGY AND 
SEISMOLOGY. 

c. FIRHUQH TAMAN. Llbrarisn. 

The subjoined titles have been selected from the contents of 
the periodicals and serials recently received in the Library of 
the Weather Bureau. The titles selected are of papers or other 
communications bearing on meteorology or cognate branches 
of science. This is not a complete index of the meteorological 
contents of all the journals from which it has been compiled; 
it shows only the articles that appear to the compiler likely to 
be of particular interest in connection with the work of the 
Weather Bureau. 
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-- Some magnetic storm records. p. 891-892. [Includes diagram 
of earth currents obtained on broken Atlantic cable before and 
during magnetic storm.] 
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erosion. p. 427-429. [Extracts from discussion of a report by Prof. 
Willis L. Moore, from an advance copy of a contribution to 
“American forestry.”] 
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