JANUARY, 1911,

Snowfall —Siskiyou County: McCloud, 68 inches fell,
30 inches remained; Sisson, 96 inches fell, 19 mcheb
remained; Gilta, 91 inches fell, 15 inches remained.
Humboldt County: Weitchpec, 36 inches fell, all melted.
Modoc County: Alturas, 38 inches fell, or three times as
much as dmmg any Tanuaw since the record has been
kept; 4 inches remained. Lassen County: Long Valley,
60 inches fell, 5 inches remained; Madeline, 50 inches
fell, 20 inches remained; Eagle Lake, 88 inches fell.
Plumas County: ILa Porte, snowfall unuquallv heavy,
exact amount not known; 96 inches remained on the
ground, or 41 inches more than at the end of January,
1910, and 60 inches more than at the close of January,
1909; Quincy, 114 inches fell, 45 inches remained.
Sierra County: Sierra City, 149 inches fell, 43 inches
remained; Sierraville, 107 inches fell, 48 inches remained;
Table Rock, 152 inches fell, 48 inches remained. N evada
Countv' Bear Valley, 209 inches fell, 78 inches remained;
in Januar v, 1910, 114 inches fell and 72 inches 1emamed
Fordyce Dam: 260 inches fell, 224 inches remained; in
January, 1910, 109 inches fell, of which 67 inches
remained. Placer County: Summit, 283 inches fell,
218 inches remained; in January, 1910, S6 inches fell
and 68 inches remained. The 1911 Januaw snowfall
is the heaviest recorded at Summit since 18 Emi-
grant Gap, 177 inches fell, 60 inches remuined: Blue
Canon, 146 inches fell, 50 inches remained: in January,
1910, 110 inches fell and 36 inches remained; Cisco, 203
inches fell, 102 inches remained. Eldorado County:
Pilot Creek, 115 inches fell, 36 inches remained. Alpine
County: Tamarack, 400 inches fell, 310 inches remained.
\Iaupo%d County: Yosemite, 10 inches fell; Summerdale,
57 inches fell, 20 inches remained. Kern Countv Glen-
ville, the storms were all warm and little snow fell.
Inyo County: Bishop Creek, 91 inches fell, 54 inches
remained. Southern California: Campo, the rains were
the warmest in years and no snow fell in the high moun-
tains; Cuyamaca, over 10 inches of rain but no snow;
Fredalba, 20 inches fell, none remained; Idyllwild, no
snow fell. San Bernardino County: Summit, no snow

fell.
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

- Downieville—The snow was very heavy,
down houses and trees.

Georqetown —The rainfall for this month breaks all
previous records.

Indio.—There was an overflow due to water from the
mountains on the 30th.

Jolon.—This was the wettest January since 1882.

La Porte—Owing to severe storms, everyone in
La Porte has been busy shoveling snow to keep houses
from breaking down.

Merced—Heavy rain on 30th and 31st caused all
creeks and rivers to overtlow, doing considerable damage
to roads, bridges, and canals.

Milton. ~The rainfall was the greatest recorded for
any month in 22 years.

Peachland.—The hailstorm of 25th was the heaviest
in many years.

Willows.—While the rainfall was twice the normal, it
caused no flood, coming in ideal warm showers. Over
600 reports were given during the month on rainfall,

breaking
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SUNSHINE.

The following table gives the total hours of sunshine
and percentages of the possible:

Per ! Per p
At cent of Stations cent o
Stations Hours. possi- ! Stations. Hours. PoSSi-
ble. ble.
- ) ! |
| i
Eureka.....coeveeeian-.. 103 35 | Sacramento............. 142 1 47
Fresno.. . 144 47 !| San Diego..... 172 54
Los Angeles 183 58 /| San Francisco. e 124 ¢ 41
Mount Tamalpal . 91 30 | SanJose....ceuninainann 132 43
Red Bluff__.........._... 121 40 v‘ San Luis Obispo........ 123 39
| .
THUNDERSTORMS.

Avalon, 31st; Claremont, 30th; Dyerville, 25th; Nim-
shew, 29th, 31st; North Fork, 31st; Oceanside, 30th;
Pasadena, 30th; Peachland, 11th, 25th; San Leandro,
13th; Sierra Madre, 30th; "Wheatland, 12th; Eureka,

25th; Los Angeles, 30th; San Luis Obispo, 30th.
EARTHQUAKES.

Fort Bragg, 27th;

Branscomb, 27th; Campbell, 30th;
Point Loma, 28th,

Hollister, 11th; Hot Springs, 4th;
30th; Weitchpee, 18th.

It is said that the earthquake of the 27th was not felt
hbevond a distance of 25 miles from Branscomb.

The following earthquakes were recorded by the Seismo-
logical ()l)aelvatorv at Santa Clara College by Rev.
Terome S. Ricard, S. J.: January 3, 3.39.30 to 5.20 p. m.,
period ranging from 1.5 second at first preliminary to
24 seconds at the end; origin, 10,952 kilometers north-
west by north; this was the qunke at Semiretchinsk,
Russian Turkestan. Januvary 9 5.30 p. m. to 1.26. 34
period, 0.5 second to 1.5 se(on(ls, faint shock felt bV
some; origin, 96 miles northwest. January 10, 3.17.23
p- m. to 3.19.40 p. m.; period, 0.75 of a second; light
shoek felt; origin, 103 kilometers northwest by west.
January 11, 9.34.05 p. m.; origin, 110 kilometers north-
west. January 30, 2.43 p. m.; origin, 67 kilometers
northwest by west; faint shock felt.

NOTES ON THE RIVERS OF THE SACRAMENTO AND SAN
JOAQUIN WATERSHEDS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY,
1911.

By N. R. TAYLOR, Local Forecaster.

Sacramento watershed.—Notwithstanding the fact that .
more rain fell in the drainage basin of the Sacramento
Valley during January than has ever before fallen in any
correspondmcr month since the records have been kept by
the Weather Bureau, the water courses averaged much
below the stages usually maintained during the month in
question. Inmost of the streams the average water levels
were the lowest ever before observed for the month of
January. This was notably so of the Sacramento River
between the mouths of the Pitt and Walnut Grove Rivers.

Except light showers in the upper Sacramento Valley
and in the foothills on December 17, there was no pre-
cipitation in this watershed from Decembel 13, 1910, to
January 8, 1911, inclusive, and in the meanwhile all
streams, many of which were already unprecedentedly
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low, continued to recede. The rains that fell between the
9th and 15th resulted in rapid rises in the Sacramento
River between Red Bluff and Sacramento city from the
19th to 21st and in the American, Feather, and Yuba
Rivers between the 10th and 15th. By the 23d, how-
aver, a general fall was in progress. The warm rains that
began on the 24th and which continued until the close of
the month resulted in rapid rises in the Sacramento
River south of Red Bluff between the 25th and the 31st.
During the last three days of the month heavy warm
rains fell in the Sierras from the headwaters of the Ameri-
can northward to the McCloud River country, melting
large amounts of snow that had accumulated during the
first three days of the storm and causing heavy freshets
in all of the eastern tributaries of the Sacrameuto and
high stages in the Sacramento itself hetween Colusa and
Knights Landing.

On the 29th advisory messages were sent to the river
observers at Colusa and Knights Landing advising that
all new levees be patrolled during the next two days.
This advice was also given to the official in charge of the
north levee that protects the city of Sacramento from the
American River.

The river rose rapidly between Colusa and Sacramento
city during the 30th -and 31st, and by midnight on the
last-named date was at dangerously high stages at all
points between the two places.

Considerable water escaped into Yolo Basin through an
old break in the levee near the State Easement and from
the overflow of Cache and Putah Creeks, and by the close
of the month this basin was practically covered with
water. There was also much l!)ackwatver impounded in
the American Basin.

San Joaquin watershed.—The rains that occurred in this
watershed between the 9th and 15th of the month had
little effect on the San Joaquin River itself south of the
mouth of the Merced ; elsewhere there was a general rise in
all streams. Rain fell daily throughout the drainage basin
of the San Joaquin Valley from the 24th to the end of the
month, becoming torrential on the 30th and 31st, causing
freshets in parts of the Calaveras River and in Mormon
Slough on tfl)e 25th and unprecedentedly high water in the
San Joaquin, Tuolumne, Calaveras, the lower Mokelumne
and Cosumnes Rivers and in Mormon Slough between
Bellota and Stockton. The most notable rise was that of
the Tuolumne at Jacksonville, where the river rose over 20
feet in less than 24 hours.

Flood warnings were disseminated on the 30th to all
sections of the lower Mokelumne and Cosumnes Rivers,
on the Calaveras between Jenny Lind and Stockton, and
on the San Joaquin between Stockton and Mendota, in-
dicating the approach of a dangerous flood. By the
evening of the 31st the water was rapidly spreading over
a large area of country in the vicinity of the junction of
the Mokelumne and Cosumnes Rivers and east and north
of Stockton in the vicinity of Linden, and by midnight it
has been estimated that 20,000 acres of land were over-
flowed. Emergency warnings were sent to the Chamber
of Commerce at Stockton for dissemination, indicating
grave danger to Stockton from backwater and to all sec-
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tions contiguous to Lathrop and San Joaquin Bridge
from the flood wave that was then moving rapidly down
the San Joaquin River,

NOTES ON THE WEATHER OF THE MONTH AT FRESNO, CAL.
By W. E. BONNETT, Local Forecaster.

January was warmer than normal on every day except
the first two, the departure beingmost marked from the
7th to 9th, 12th to 14th, and from the 28th to the 30th,
both dates inclusive. The absolute minimum for the
month occurred on the first day. A maximum of 72° was
reached on the Sth, it being the highest temperature for
this month in 24 years. The monthly mean temperature
almost equaled that of January, 1896, and it is exceeded
by but one other year, that of 1909. There were light
frosts on the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 19th, heavy
froslts on the 16th and 18th, and killing on the 1st, 2d, and
17th.

The drought that prevailed from September, 1910, was
broken by moderate rains on the 9th, and the remainder
of the month was very wet making this the wettest
January of record save that of 1909, which by a peculiar
coincidence was both the wettest and warmest })zmuary
m the last 24 years at this station. The rainfall was
heaviest on the 29th and 30th, but the ground was so dry
from the drought of previous months that there was
practically no run-off from the valley lands. However,
the unusually high temperature caused rapid melting of
the snows in the mountains, and streams were much
swollen during the closing days of the month, getting out
of their banks in places and doing some damage to
bridges of wagon roads and railroads. No damage oc-
curred in the immediate vicinity of Fresno, but there
was some inconvenience due to disarrangement of train
schedules and to accumulated water in parts of the city
having poor drainage. Agriculturally the month bhas
been very favorable and grain and grass are reported in
excellent condition. The warm weather has advanced
the fruit buds and blossoming will occur earlier than is
usual.

The month was unusually free from foggy days, and the
mean per cent of humidity for the month 1s the lowest of
record, although this month was one of abnormally heavy
rain. There was light fog on the 1st, 15th, 16th, 17th,
19th, and 22d and dense fog on the 1st, 15th, 17th, and
19th.

Precipitation in the mountains.

tati January, | January, 4ot January, | January,

Stations. 1909.” | 1911. Stations. 1909." " 1911,
- f— [,

Inches. | Imches. Inches Inches.
Bear Valley (Nevada ‘{ Fordvee Dam 55, 53 30.72
County).. .| 49.02 2.22 .| Head Dam. 41.03 38.43

Ben Lomond 42,57 3 .| Helen mine 71. 54 29. 69
Blue Canyon 5 Kennett..... 54.08 14.84
Boulder Creek........ | Laytonville. . .. 46. 50 20. 16
Branseomb._...__..... Magalia............. 64.77 38. 40
Brush Creek.......... Mount St. Helena. .. 40.33 21.65
Camptonville (near).. 55.43 Pilot Creek. _....... 50.25 39.52
Deer Creek 56. 32 Stirling City........ 51.63 32,55
Delta....... 53.28 Upper Mattole...... 47.84 |.........-
Downieville......._.. 42,81




