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RIVERS AND FLOODS, MAY, 1911. 

By H. C. FRANKENFIELD, Professor of Meteorology. 

At. t,he end of April, 191 1, tdie lower Mississippi River 
was in flood, with the crest a short distance above Ar- 
kansas City, Ark. On May 3 and 3 the crest assecl .this 
place with a stage of i s  feet,, 1 foot above t.he i P 0011 st.age, 
and crest stages below were as follows : Greenville, Miss., 
41.6 feet,, 0.4 foot, below t.he flood st.age, on Illny 3 and 4 ;  
Vicksburg, Miss., 44.S feet,, 0.2 foot below the flood at.tige, 
on May 5-51 Nat.chez, Miss., 44.3 feet., 1.7 feet helow t,lic 
flood st.age, on May S-12; Baton Rouge, TAL. ,  35.5 feet,. 
2.5 feet. below the flood stage, on hhy 15-15: Donalilson- 
ville, La., 35.4 feet, 5.13 feet. below t.lie flood st,agc, 011 AIny 
13 and 13; ancl New Orleans, La., 16 feet,, 3 feet, below 
the flood stage, on May 16. The river was ahc~vr! t.lic 
floocl stage at. New Madrid, Mo., for 12 days, at. Meniphis, 
Tenn., for 14 da. Y, nt, Helena., Ark., for 13 clays, and at  

whenever necessary, and the flood caused >ractically no 

spiing planting. 
The flood in the 1’a.zoo River was more severe, and at  

Swan Lake, Miss., the river was above the flood stage of 
24 feet for 33 clays, with R crest stage of 29.9 feet,, or 5.9 

,feet above the flood stage, on April 35-37. This stage 
was 0.6 foot Iiglier than the previous high-water record 
of December 2, 1906. At, Greenwood, Miss., the crest 
stage was 36.5 feet, 1.5 feet below the flood stage, on May 
3, and at Ta.zoo City, sWss., 25.1 feet, 0.1 foot above the 
flood stage, on May 12-18. Warnings for t.liis flood were 
fiist issued on A ril 17. Some lands were overflowed and 

mnimense iniport,ance to the lumber interests, ns millions 
of feet of lumber were rafted to the mills. In tlie year 

Arkansas City, 1 rk., for 9 days. Warnings were issuecl 

damage, except tliat occasioned by the s ! ight delity in 

planf,ing delayec Y , hut. on the ot,her hand the flood was of 

1910 it, was necessn.iy to lisul t,lie logs t80 the water, H 
very espensive process. 

1;osses were as iollrws : 
Property, exclmling crops. . . . . . . . -. . . . . . - - -. - -. . -. -. - - - - -. $5, OOO 
Crops ...................................................... 30,000 
Erosion: ... . - - . . -. . . . -. . . . . . . - .  . . - -. . -. . . . . . . . -. . -. -. . - - . None. 
Suspension of biisiiiwc.. . . . . - . . . . . . . - . . . . - . . . - - . . - . . . . - . - - 30, OOO 

Total _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . . .  ( i~,ooo 
Ynlue of property s t ~ c t l  tliroupli Weat.lier Bureau 

warnings n l m i  t. $1 !%0(:)0. 
Heavy rci.ins on April 30 vver t,lie wat,eralietl of tlie 

u )per (.~unil>erlnncl River caused a rise at! Burnsitle, Ky., 
o f 41.9 feet in 24 honrs, t.o R stnge of 50.3 feet, 0.3 foot 
above the flood stage. The high stage was of short 
durat,ion, and, although there were clecided rises below, 
flood stages were not reached, as t,lie escessive rainfall 
was confined to the 1iea.dwn.trrs only. Very litkle clnmage 
was clone. 

Stages in tlie Missouri and Ohio Rivers were moderate, 
while in tlie upper Mississippi River they continued low. 
Low stages were also the rule in tlie riveis of the At,lantic 
systenis. 

The annual rise of the Columbia River was not marked 
b an unusual occurrence, and the stages were some- 

Hydrogra lis for try ical oints on several princi a1 

chartdn are Keokuk, St,. Louis, Meniphis, Vicksburg, and 
New Or eans, on the Mississi pi; Cincmati ancl Cairo, on 
the Ohio ; Nashville, on t-lie ,umherlancl; Johnsonville, on 
tlie Tennessee; Kansas City, on the Missouri; Little Rock, 
on the Arkansas; and Shreveport, on the Red. 

w 1 7  iat ower than usual. 

rivers are siqwn 1! on d a r t  l? The stations selected Y or 
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