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that the departures of the mean minimuni were greater 
in most cases than those of t,he mean maximum on both 
the north and south slopes. 

Departures of the mean i n a h m r n  an.d the inean ni i ib in~~m.  from lhc 
nomial at stntimrs iia enstcm 1 h h  during Jaiiicnnj, 1919. 

[The first three stations are north of the divide; the others south.] 
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Possibly a chinook effect, for which the pressure dis- 
tribution was favorable, was in part responsible for the 
high temperatures along the northern and enstern 
slopes of these ridges, though no decided chinook con- 
ditions are discernible in the daily temperatures. The 
idea is strengthened, however, by the fact that the dcpart- 
ures were great8er here than nt, some distance from the 
divide in sout,hwesterii Wyoming, which was Jso  gen- 
erally bare of snow. But this region, like southenstern 
Utah, is hare with sufficient frequency to have rt1ist.d t,he 
normals, and it is believed that we have in the tompcra- 
ture distribution described shove principally an illus- 
tration of the importance of snow- cover in influencing 
loctal temperatures.* 

*For other rwent discussions of the influence of snowcover on air temper.iture, see 
l o .  Wea. Rev. 1917, IS: 272; and 1915, 46: S70-5S0.-EDrToos. 

THE EFFECT OF GUNFEE ON THE RAINFALL OF TEE 
BRITISH ISLES. 

[Abstract reprinted from Geographical Rericw (New Yorkl, January. 1919, p. 51.1 

A recent statement from Dr. H. R. Mill, dircrt,or of 
the British Rainfall Orgnniznt,ion. thc leriding authorit,J- 
on rainfnJ1 in the British Islcs, gives an answer, . 11,s 
definite as is possihle, to tha  much-cliscussed quest.ion 
of tlie effect of t,he gmifiro in Europe upon the n.niount 
of precil>ita.tion in Chest Britain (Yymnns's Met.coro1. 
Mag.. February, 191s). Two dist.ric.t,s n.rc selec.t.etl, 
southeast,ern Engl;lnnd, which was norirest. to, and the 
nort,hwestern dist,rict (comprising st+-itioiis from Suther- 
land ancl the Hebrides to the west coii.st of Ireland), 
which was farthest from, the sceiia of bhe firing in Flnu- 
ders. The nionthly rsinfnlls from 1DW) to 1917 n.re 
summarized in percentages of the average. In  the 
period before the wn.r there were 14 dry or very dry 
months in sout.heastern England nnd 12 wet or w r y  wet 
months. During t,he war t,here werc !2 dry or very dry 
and 13 wet or vcry wet inont,lis. -4 single mont,li t.r:uis- 
ferred from one cntegory to the ot,lier would bring ahout 
a11 equditv or cren a revcrsd. In  the northwest, in  
the same two periocls. very dry months were t?quidly 
numerous, and there were 110 very \+et mont.hs. 1 aking 
dry and very dry mont,hs toget,her, there wcre 7 hefore 
and 14 during the war, anti of wet mnnt.hs t.here were 14 
before and 15 during t,he war. Dr. Mill points out, t.htit 
much emphasis hns h w n  lnid on t.ho rehtiva wetness of 
the years 1915 and 1916 in southeastern England. hut, 
t.his record should he consitlercd in connection u-it,li t.hc 
fact that, t,he year 1917, when the war wns hi a x-cry 
intense phase, had R nearly 110rnid ritinfdl.---It. DE C!. 
WARD, 
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