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1 Continued from February. 2 Continued Into April. 

MEAN LAKE LEVELS DURING MARCH, 1923. 

By UNITED STATES LAKE SURVEY. 

[Detrolt, Mich., April 7,1923.1 

The follow' data are reported in the "Notice to 
Mariners" of "E t e above date: 

Lakes.' 

Data. 

i Huron. 

Fed. 
578.98 

+o. 17 
-0.44 
-1.10 
-3.97 
-0.13 

+o. 10 
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570.9s 
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1 Lake St. Clair'slevel: In Mwch, 573.62fret. 
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EFFECT OF WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARMING OPERA- 
TIONS, MARCH, 1923. 

By J. B. KINCER, Mcteorcjlo,&t. 

Marc.11, as a whole, was colder than normal in all ser- 
tions of the country, escept in the Middle and South 
Atlantic States, and in the far West and Northwest. 
The tem erature averaged mwli below normal in the 
west,ern EuBe region, up er Mississippi Valley, and in 
the central a d  sout.lierii 60cky Mountain States. There 
was sufficient precipitation for agric.ultura1 needs, except 
in portions of Florida, parts of tlie Great Plains, some 
southwestern dist.rict,s, and in Crtlifornia. Rainfall was 
h e a y  in most sections south of the Ohio and middle 
Mississippi Vallej-s. itntl snowfall was heavv in most 
nort.lierii localities from the upper Mississippi Valley east- 
wltrd. wit.h consitlerable cloudy weather in the South. 

The first half of the nion t.h WBS comparatively mild 
east of the Rocky Mountains mid vegetation and farm 
work mnrlc niost.ly sntisffsc.tory progress. The lono 
(Irimglit in nort~h~vest~erii Tesas, western Oklahoma, an8 
emt.ern ILmsns was hrdmi hp rather generous precipita- 
tion during t,he week rndin March 13, hut) i t  continued 
dry in west,erii I$ans:~, Ne f mtnka, and the eastern por- 
t h i s  of the cent,rztl IEucky Mountain St.at.es. 

Under the influcnce of mild temperatures in the South- 
ern St,ates, early fruit advanced ropiclly and by tlie 20th 
of the mo:it,hl enrlv peaches, plums, and pears were blooni- 
iiig throughout the Gulf St,ate.s aiid were coming into 
hloclm nort.hward to Oklalioma, nort,liern Arkansas, and 
esst.-cent-rd North Carolina. A t  this time, a severe cold 
mnve overspread all sec.tions of the c,ountry east of the 
Rocky Mountains, t.he temperature dropping to 10' 
above zero in central Oklahoma, 1-1' above in central 
Arkansas, and 24' to 2G' to the central portious of t,he east 
Gulf States. This freeze did much damage to early fruit 
throughout the Southern States, altliowh the later 
varieties of peache.s, includin Elbertas in Georgia, were 
not badly damaged in some H ocalities. 

the last 
half of the month because of tlie prevailing c.01 % weather 
and some damwe wns tlono by freozing in portions of the 
Ohio Valley. fn ' the t.rms-hfississippi States the month 
was ratlier favorable for wheat, except in the drier sec- 
tions of the Great Plains where the crop was in very poor 
condition. Oats suffered severe daninge from the cold 
in tlie soutlierii Great Plains, particularly in OklHhoma, 
and the latter part of the month was very unfavorable 
for the preparation of soil and seedin in the Central 
States. The weather was unfavorable afso for the prepa 
ration of corn ground and plantin was delayed in much 

rouress in 
southern Tesas and a t  t,he close of the monti?, Janting 
was more general ill tlie Atlantic coast area, but con- 
sider:lhlti re 1:inting was necessary in sout,hern Georgia, 
where xnuc P i early plant,ed c o t h i  was killed by the 
freeze uf the 20th. The soil w:ts too cold and wet for 
much field work in t.he central Gulf States. 

Tliere was sufficient precipitatioii to improve ranges 
in niost of the great western gr:iaii:g districts, although 
more moisture was badly meded in Cnlifornia and 
pmtures were startiiig slowly in the North Pacific Coast 
St.at,es. The latter part of the mont.h was cold, storm?, 
and ui~favc~rnt~le for stock iii the cell trill Rwky Mountain 
scctioii? with some losses report.ed in Culorndo. Grass 
wm starting slowly in Centrti.1 11.nd Eastern States and 
much young clover was killed hy freezing in the Ohio 

Winter wlieat made but lit,tle growth durin 

of the South by the cool, wet weat a er. 
Plr~nting and replanting cotton made fair 

\'de?: section. 


