DEecemMBER, 1923.

NEWS OF THE ‘* MAUD.”
[Reprinted from Nalure, Dec. 15, 1923.]

News from the Norwegian expedition in the Muwi,
which is drifting across the Arctic Ocean, has appearcd
in the Times. The reports were sent out by the Maw:!'s
wireless installation and received by the Spitzbergen
radio station. In March, 1923, the Muud was in lati-
tude 74° 2’ N., longitude 170° 20’ E., and was drifting
northwest. In September its position was latitude 76°
16’ N., longitude 163° 30’ E., when a long-continu~d
northwest gale set in and drove the ship and pack ice
toward the south, with a result that in the end of October
it was in latitude 75° 10’ N., longitude 159° 30’ I,
The current in that part of the polar basin is reported
to be from the nort.{;-northeast, thus disposing of the
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likelihood, which was never strong, of extensive land to
the northeast of the DeLong Islands. The Maud would
appear to be drifting toward the New Siberia Islands,
and, if it should succeed in passing to the north of that
group, will traverse an interesting and unknown part of
Arctic Seas; but there is little prospect of the drift takin
her to a high northern latitude. Conditions prove
unfavorable ?or the use of the aeroplane. Throughout
the summer there was much mist and the temperatures
were low. The floe offered few safe landing places.
Several trial flights ware disappointing, and the last one
resulted in serious damage to the aeroplane. Scientific
observations from the ship, especially current measure-
ments, have been continued. Captain Wisting reports
the death of Mr. Syvertsen, the ship’s engineer.
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