Marcr, 1929

spring wheat area due to unfavorable soil conditions
and oat seeding was delayed by wet soil, except in the
Plains States.

Miscellaneous crops.—There was some greening of
grass in the East during the entire month, but toward
the close rapid advance was made. Livestock did well
in the northern Great Plains, with some ranging during
part of the month, but feeding was again necessary in
some parts at the close. Excellent weather prevailed in
Wyoming the first of the month, but after the first decade
rather unfavorable conditions obtained, with heavy
feeding and some losses. Livestock were being fed in
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NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN

By F. A. Youne

The weather over the North Atlantic during March
was most unusual in many respects. During the first
eight days of the month an extensive area of low pressure
covered the region usually occupied by the North At-
lantic HicH, while during this period there was a well-
developed migu off the coast of northern Europe. This
reversal of the normal pressure distribution was respon-
sible for strong easterly gales over the eastern section
of the southern steamer lanes in place of the usual
westerlies. The number of days with gales was con-
siderably above the normal over the region between the
thirty-fifth and fiftieth parallels and the thirtieth and
fifty-fifth meridians, while the weather over the.eastern
section of the northern steamer lanes was comparatively
moderate, due to the persistent area of high pressure
just referred to.

The number of days with fog was somewhat below
the normal over the Grand Banks; considerably above
off the American coast between the thirty-fifth and forty-
fifth parallels as well as in the western part of the Gulf
of Mexico and over Ireland; the middle section of the
steamer lanes was comparatively clear.

TABLE 1.—Averages, departures, and extremes of atmospheric pressure
at sea level, 8 a. m. (seventy-fifth meridian). North Atlantic Ocean,

March, 1929
Aver b High L
; age epar ig] ow
Stations pres- | ture ! ost Date est Date
sure .
Inches | Inch | Inches nches
Julianehaab, Greenland...___._.__ 29, 43 Q] 29,96 | 30th..._. 28,86 | 20th,
Belle Isle, Newfoundland.........| 20.67{ —0.13 | 30.24 | 30th____. 28,14 | 7th.
Halifax, Nova Scotia____.... 20.86 | —0.04 | 30.44 | 12th 28.58 | 6th.
Nantneket oo ocoomooonno 20,01 | —0.09 | 30,36 | 11th? 28.90 | 7th.
Hatteras. .__...__... 30.07 | 4+0.04 | 30.56 | 1ith_____ 29.42 | 7th.
Koy West .« oceraooomans 30.03 0.00 ) 30.12 | 11th*__ 29.88 | 5th.
New Orleans_ ____..___.____ 30.01 | —0.02 | 30.34 | 10th. 29.70 | 4th.
Cape Gracias, Nicaragua. . - 20.03 | —0.05 | 20.98 | 10th 3 __| 29.88 | 1st.
Turks Island. ... 30.11 | 4-0.09 | 30.20 | 23d-____. 30.00 | 6th.2
Bermuds_ ... ... 30.17 ) 40.14 } 30.52 ] 12th 20,82 | 8th.?
Horta, Azores_..___..__._____ 20.93 | —0.19 | 30.54 | 22d_.___. 28.92 | 5th.
Lerwick, Shetland Islands_.......| 30.15 | 4+0.45 | 30.48 | 13th_.___ 29,84 | 31st.
Valencia, Ireland_ - _______._._... 30.20 | +0.35 ) 30.56 | ist______ 29.82 | 20th,
Tondon. oo eicmae 30.35 { +-0.39 { 30.70 | Ist__.___ | 30.08 | 224.

1 From normals shown on Hydrographic Office Pilot Chart, based on observations at
Greenwich mean noon, or 7 a. m., seventy-fftb meridian time.
1 No normal available, 1 And on other dates.

Charts VIII to XIII show the conditions from the 1st to
6th, inclusive, and give an idea of the unusual pressure
distribution and weather that prevailed over the greater
part of the ocean during this period.

Chart XIII shows the position of two disturbances on
the 6th. By the 7th the western Low was central in
Newfoundland and on this day, as well as on the 8th,
moderate to strong westerly gales still prevailed west of
the fiftieth meridian. The eastern disturbance of the 6th
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most other Rocky Mountain sections, although some
greening of the range was reported locally. Moisture
was needed in the Southwest, but some improvement of
the range was noted; some deterioration of shorn sheep
oceurred.

Potato planting progressed well during the month and
had advanced northward to Long Island at the close;
the warm weather the latter part caused truck to make
generally rapid advance. Fruit trees advanced in most
sections, with peaches in bloom in Maryland and south-
ern Indiana at the close of the month; no widespread
frost injury occurred.
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moved but little during the next 24 hours, but had de-
creased considerably in intensity by the 7th, and com-
paratively moderate weather was the rule over the
greater part of the ocean east of the fiftieth meridian,
although there was a moderate gale of limited extent
between the twentieth meridian and French coast.

On the 10th a disturbance was central over Newfound-
land that moved slowly eastward, and on the 16th was
near 47° N, 27° W. From the 12th to 15th moderate to
strong gales prevailed over the western and middle
sections of the steamer lanes, the storm. area at times
extending as far south as the thirtieth paraliel.

From the 12th to 14th a well-developed depression
was over the western part of the Gulf of Mexico, although
moderate weather was experienced by vessels in that
region,

On the 15th the station at Vera Cruz, Mexico, reported
a northerly wind with maximum velocity of 64 miles an
hour. This was evidently one of the extremely local
“northers” that sometimes occur in these waters, as all
re]iorts from vessels near by indicated moderate winds
only.
On the 18th Sable Island was near the center of & Low
of limited extent, with moderate to strong northwesterly
gales in the southwesterly quadrants. The position of
the center of this disturbance on the three following
days was approximately as follows: 19th, 44° N,, 45° W_;
20th, 47° N., 32° W.; 21st, 52° N., 23° W.

On the 22d there was a disturbance of limited extent
near midocean, while the 23d was practically the only day
on which no reports of winds of force 7 or over were
received.

From the 25th to 28th southerly to westerly gales were
prevalent over the middle and eastern sections of the
steamer lanes.

On the 29th one of the most severe disturbances of the
month was central about 300 miles northeast of Bermuda,
of which there was no indication on the previous day;
the storm area extended from the twenty-eighth to
forty-second parallels, and the fiftieth to seventieth
meridians. On the 30th the center was near 40° N.,
52° W., while winds of force 7 to 12 were reported from
the region north of the thirtieth parallel and west of the
fortieth meridian. This Low moved but little during the
next 24 hours, and by the 31st the storm ares had dimin-
ished considerably in extent. .

WATERSPOUT

British steamship Iroguois, Capt. William Pritchard;
observer, T. M. Mapplebeck; Baton Rouge to London:

March 2, 1929, at 3.30 p. m., L. M. T. in 35° 07’ N, 72° 50’ W.
A waterspout passed alongside vessel. Temperature of air 58° F.;
water 62° F. Immediately after waterspout wind shifted from
SSE. to NNW,, and commenced to blow a moderate gale and
barometer to rise.



