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EFFECT OF WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARMING 
OPERATIONS, APRIL, 1930 

By J. B. I~INCER 
General sum mnry.-During the first decade moderate 

temperatures and generally fair weather made conditions 
favorable for farm work, except in the Southeast, where 
frequent rains interfered, and in the Southwest, where 
the soil was too dry. Rains in the Middle Atlantic 
States were favorable, but farther south they were too 
frequent and kept the gouiid too wet. The soil was be- 
coniing rather dry generally outside of this area, though 
deficiencies in moisture were not serious, except in the 
Southwest. In western grazing sections wariii weather 
was generally beneficial for stock interests, particularly 
for lambing, but i n  the Southwest, especially in  Kansas 
and Oklahoma, the drought was intensified, with condi- 
tions serious. 

During. the second decade rains materially improved 
soil cotiditinn in the Atlantic States, the uortheru and 
western Ohio Valley, and a large area of the central-north. 
Showers were largely local in character in the Southwest,, 
with droughty conditions still unrelieved in niuch of 
Iiaiisas, ceiitral and western Oklahoma, ancl western 
Texas. In general, conditions were inostly favorable over 
the northern half of the country, with rains helpful ; in 
the South farm work progressed rapidly, although rains 
would have helped i n  iiiariy parts. 

During the last decade there were two overshadowing 
features of the weather-damaging frost in the East and 
beneficial rains in the Southwest. In the Eastern States, 
especially the Appalachian Rlountain sections, frost, and 
freezing temperatures did extensive and in many places 
severe harm to fruit and truck crops. There was also 
more or less d:image over a large area froni western North 
Caroliua, southwest Virginia, and eastern Iieiitucky 
northward to Pennsylvania. Over the western half of 
the country the period was generally favorable, the wide- 
spread ritins in many sections being especially beneficial. 
I u  the Southwest a few limited areas were still dry, but, 
in general, tile drought was largely relieved. 

Smnll yruins.-During the first t u o  decades there wns 
little change in the condition of winter wheat in the South- 
west, especially in western Texas, Oklahoma, and iiiost 
of Kansas, with the drought unrelieved and the crop 
deteriorating in many parts. Condition of wheat was 
very spotted in this area, ranging from very poor to  only 
fair, although in sonie sections of Kansas the crop was 
holding up well, with jointing reported froni the South- 
east. Outside of this droughty region winter wheat prog- 
ress and condition varied widely, with good advance iii 
the northwestern parts of the belt, but slow growth in the 
Ohio Valley, although rains were helpful in the latter 
area. During the last decade the drought in the South- 
west was generally broken, with heavy rains over prac- 
tically all parts of Oklahoma and beneficial falls in Texas 
and Kansas. Parts of southwestern Kansas still needed 
moisture, but much of the wheat crop revived and showed 

marked improveinent. Except for soiiie need of rain 
over central and eastern parts of the Winter Wheat Belt, 
the crop was making satisfactory adva,nce at  the close of 
the month. 

The condition of oats closely paralleled that of winter 
wheat, while spring oat and barley seeding had be,en 
largely finished at  the close of the monbh. Spring- 
wheat se.ecling was mostly completed, with much up and 
looking well , while o t,her small-grain crops were making 
sat,isfac,tory progress. 

Corn.-Wliile moderat,ely warm and most.ly sunny 
weat,her was favorable for field operations in t,he Corn 
Belt during the first decade, frequent showers and low 
t,einperatures cai1se.d considerable delay t,o planting and 
preparations during the latter part' of the month. Seed 
beds had been prepared in Iowa, but only a small amount 
of corn had been planted, while t,he early-planted crop 
was not coming up. 

Cotton.-During t,he first decade cotton planting made 
good advance in Texas, but warm rains were needed for 
germination ; iu OBlaho~iia seed beds had been prepared, 
but the drought delayed planting. In central and eastern 
parts of the belt planting made good headway, escept 
in t,he est,reiiie Southeast,, where it was too wet. During 
the second decade cont,inuecl dry soil in t,he western 
Cobton Be,lt furt,her delayed plant.ing, although some was 
put in western Texas, where gerniinat,ion wa.s hindered 
by dry soil and lorn temperatures. The soil continued 
t,oo dry for germinatmion in OBlahoma, but in central 
parbs of t,he belt field work made rather good progress. 
while plant,ing was act'ive in more essiern portions. 
Rainfall during the hst ,  decade in t,he Western Cot,t,oIi 
Belt clecideclly improved the condition of t,he soil, but 
t,he cent,ral ancl some east,ern parts were beginning to 
need rain. Planting c,ontinued in Tesas, while seeding 
operations in Oklahoina were only awaiting drier soil. 
A good, general warin rain was needed in cent,ral and some 
eastern parts of the belt. 

Aliiscellaii.eoirs crops.-Escept for drought'y c.ondit>ions 
in t,he Sout,hwest', range and live.st,ock conditions were 
largely satisfactory t,hroughout the count,ry during t,he 
riiont,h, although the low temperatures retarded growth 
of pnst,ures in the East. Lambing mas favored quite 
generally, while she.aring advanced satisfactorily. 

During the first two decades potat.oes and t,ruck crops 
did well, with planting of 61ie former advancing to the 
northern portions of the country. The frost during the 
last dec.ade caused some injury t,o potatoes and truck 
in the Ohio Valley and adjacent sect,ions, but elsewhere 
these crops did well. There was rather extensive frost 
injury to fruit reported over a wide area embracing the 
Appalachian Mount8ain districts, the Ohio Valley, hhe 
Lake region, and the Northeast, although laber report,s 
indicated that the early fears were rather pessimistic, 
especially in the central Appalachian area. Outside of 
these sections, fruit did well, except for some local 
dropping. 

WEATHER OF THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC OCEANS 
NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN 

By F. A. YOUNG 

a,nd, with the exception of Hort.a, the range in barometric 
readings not unusually large. 

The number of days in which fog was reported in 
clifierent loc.alit,ies was as follows: Over the Grand Banks 

The we.ather ove,r t'he North At,lantic during April was on 13 days; along the American coast between bhe 
thirty-fift,h and forty-fifth parallels, from 7 to 10 days; 
in the Gulf of Mexico, from 1 to 4 days; over the steanier 
lanes, east of the forty-fifth meridian, on froni 1 to 4 
days. 

marked by few unusual features, and the number of 
clays with gales was not far from the normal over t,he 
great,e.r part of the ocean. As shown by Table 1, t'he 
niont8hly pressure de,part,ures were coniparatively small, 


