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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR MAY 1946 

[The table herewith contains such data 3s has been received concerning severe local storms, that occurred during the month. A revised list of tornadoes will appear in the United 
States Meteorological Yearbook] 

Place 

El Paso, Tex., and vicinity.. 
Roger Mills County, Okla ... 
Roswell, N. Mex ............ 
Bar er County, Okla-. _.__. 
W a h e  County, Kans., 

Stafford to Zenith, hans., 

Erie, Colo. .................. 
Arriba, Colo., 3 miles north- 

Fruitvale, Clifton, Orchard, 

Eufaula, Okla., vicinity of ... 

Atoka. Okla 12 miles emst.. 
Wtuhington,'b. C ........... 
Laredo, Tex ................. 
Cherokee County, Tex., 

Qrapeland, Tex. - - - _._ .- .- - 
Lindale and Kilgore, Tex .... 
Hawkins, Tex ............... 
Nacogdoches, Tex.- ......... 
Quitman, Tex ............... 
Washington, D. C. -. . -. .___ 

western portion. 

vicinities of. 

west. 

and Mesa, Colo. 

north-central portion. 

Bon Wier, Okla ............. 
Alva, Okla.. vicinity of ..-..- 
Kearney County, Nebr.. 

western and central por- 
tions. 

J&kC;n County Okla ....... 
Cincinnati, Ohid, vicinity of. 
Champion to Maryneal. Tex. 
Limo County, Ter  .......... 
Arnett, Okla.. .............. 
Kimball, Nehr., 7 miles 

Runnels County, Tex., 

San Marcos to Wimherly, 

south. 

northwest wrner. 

T P V  

Sandy Ridge, Ala ........... 

Portsmouth, Ohio ........... 
Ulysses and Hickok, h a  rn... 
Fredericksburg, Tex. ....... 

Meade County Earn. ___.__ 
Carnegie, Okla.', vicinity of.. 
Rerrrille, Tex.-. ............ 
Crittenden County, ICY-..-- 
Coleman, Tex.. ............. 
Nance County, Nehr ........ 

Clay, Montague and Den- 

Mapleton, Iow'a, vicinity of. 
ton Counties +ex. 

Beloit, Iowa, vicinity of. .... 

Anthony to Freeport, Kans., 

E l  Dorado, Ark.. midnight 
vicinity of. 

18-noon 19. 

Auburn, y~d,Opelika,  Ala., 

Fairbanks and Tomball, 

Robeson County, N. C., 

Laredo, Tex ................. 
Florida, entire State. ........ 

and vicmities. 

Tex. 

northern portion. 

Kinston, N. C., and vicinity 

- - 
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15 
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18 

18 

18 

1619 

19 
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m 
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Time 

............. 
I p. m ........ 
--.do.. ~ _ _  - - - 
i p . m  ........ 
i:30 p. m., M. 

1p.m ........ 
S. T. 

210 p. m.... 
1k45p.m .... 

-2 p. m.-.-.- 
':45p. m..... 
.:30 p. m-.--. 
:30-3 p. m... 
p.m.. __._.. 

'.m ......... 
1 ~ 4 5 p . m  ..... 
p . m  ........ 
:40 p. m...-- 
1 p. m ....... 
~:20 p. m..-.. 
' .m ......... 

Lhout mld-  
night. 
p. m ........ 

-6:30 p. m.. 
C. S. T. 

p . m  ........ 
8.m ....... 
.-.do. ~. - - -. - 
-.-do ........ 
I p. m ........ 
I p. m., M. 

' p.m ........ 
8. T. 

P.m ......... 

!a.m.,C. S . T  

1:30p.m ..... 
1:30-5:45 p. m 
W:30 p. m.-- 

1% p. m.. ... 
4p.m ........ 
(:lo p. m.. _ _ _  
!:30-5:30 p. m 

I p . m  ........ 
1-4:30 p. m., 

5p.m.. _._._. 
C. S. T. 

j:30 p. m...-. 

4-9 p. m ..____ 

.............. 

1 p.m ........ 

1:30-6 p. m... 

1258 p. m..-- 

.............. 

........ 

- - 
;os: 
Of 

life 
- 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.._ 

.... 

1 

.... 
..- 
-.. 

.__. 

.... 

.... 

-.. 

.... 

..-. 

._-. 
1 

... 

( 

..- 

..- 

( 

( 
.... 

.... 

.... 
1 

.__. 

( 

.... 

Value of 
proprrt v 
des t rord  

$15. ooo 
5. wo 

5.030- 
IO. 000 
25. 000 

250,000 

112,Mx) 

9,000 
5. O0O 

1,000, 000 

30, Mx) 

10, 000 

m, 100 
400, M)o 

........... 

m, O0O 
200, lml 
30. OW 
30,000 
21,300 

2,500 

30.000 
37.620 

i ,  600 
6. OOO 

32. 800 
%l,ooo 
30.500 
45.000 

500, 000 

2, O0O 

10.000 

2, (100 moo. 000 
526, 000 

9.500 
6. Mx) 

50. Mx) 
350, ooo 

10, 000 
30,000 

i i a , m  

20. 

.......... 

68, 000 

Character of storm 

Hailand wind ...... 
Bail ................. 
~ -. .do. - - - - - - - - - - -. 
.... do ............... 
Eeavy hail ..-- .____. 

___.do.. ............. 

Bail ..-.-. -. .-- - - - - - - 
_ _ _ _ d o  ._.__. . _ _  .__._. 

.... do ............... 

Tornado and hail. - - 
 rail..^ _ _  - _ _  -. -. --. -. 
Kigh wind .......... 
Bail.. .............. 
__-.do ............... 

_.__do ............... 
.... do ............... 
.-..do.. ............. 
__._do ............... 
_ _ _ _ d o  ............... 
rhunderstorn ls.-... 

Bail ................. 
_ _ _ _ d o  ............... 
Beavy hail and high 

Bail ................. 
Aeavy hail .......... 
.... do ............... 
Bail. ................ 
.... do.. ............. 
Beary hail .......... 

Bail ................. 
.-..do ............... 

Tornado. ........... 

High wind and rain. 

Hail, wind,andrain. 

wind. 

Heavy hail .......... 

Heavy hail .......... 
Tornado.. _ _ _  -. - __. . 
Hail ............... 
Tomdo. .  .......... 

Hail ___. -. . - -. .- - .- -. 
Heavy hail ......... 

Tornado.. .......... 

Wind. .............. 

Tornado. ........... 

Hail and wind ...... 

3 wind, electrical 
and rain storms. 

Thundersquall.. __. 

Wind and hail----- 

_ _  ..do _ _ _ _ _  - - .-- ._ - - 
Wind, hail, andrain 

High winds and 
heavy raiu. 

Remarks 

- 

Thousands of acres of crops lost; barn blown down. 
Loss in crops. 
400 acres of cotton to be replanted; alfalfa also damaged. 

Loss in crops: path 6 miles long. 
Loss in crops, principally wheat; path 30 mlles long. 

Loss in crops: some flelds, total loss: path 6 miles long. 

Considerable damage to alfalfa, grain, and property. 
Loss in about 500 acres of wheat. 

50 percent of peach crop lost; much loss in other fruits and truck. a0 
Loss in cropa, $5.000; property damage, $25.000. 2 Dersons inlured: 11 

percent of tomatoes had to be reset. 
.- - ~ .  buildings destroyed: path 10 miles long. 

Crop loss, $8,OM): property damage, $?,Mx): path 10 miles long. 
Several hoats capsized; all passengers rescued. 
Chief loss in cantaloupe crop. 
Loss in crops, $390,000: property damage, $1o,ooO. 

$w),000 loss in fruit and truck; $I.W,OOO propcrty damage. 
Crop loss, $170,000; property damage, $30,000. 
Property iiamagc, $25,000: crop loss, $O,uoO. 
Light to moderate damage to fruit, trurk corn and cotton. 
Loss in fruit truck and corn $IS.NW p;oper& damage $6,300. 
At 1:30 p. m:, a l d o o t  sailboh capsiied off Hains Point. The occu- 

pants were rescued almost at once by a harbor Patrol boat.. A second 
boat turned over about an hour later and the couple rescued. At 
215 p. m., a sailboat overturned, with no loss of life. 

Loss in fruit and truck. 

Path from west to east. loss in small grains orchards, and gardens. 
Loss in growing crops' $29 OOO; damage td buildings and equipment, 

Loss Path mostlv 355 miles in long. cram: some windows hroknn 

$8,000; path 13 miles iong: 

Crop loss, f2.soO: property dam&?$36.3%.-. 
Crop lops. tln.000; property damage. tln.000. 
('roploss. $30,000; proprrty damage. $500. 
Loss in oats and harlcy, hut principally in wheat: path 8 miles long. 

Loss in growing crops: considerable injury to livestock; much property 

Some damage to fruit trees; no estimate available. 
damaged. 

Negro shacks and other miscellaneous farm buildings, pecan trees, and 

House badly damaged: trees destroyed. 
Chief loss in wheat; path 15 miles long. 
Rinds  during the hailstorm from the northeast 3 h u t  50 mlles an  hour. 

Severe damage to interior of homes: in some instances, stones pierced 
the roof and the sheet rock ceilings forcing occupants to seek shelter 
under furniture. After the storm: some homes had 4 to 5 inches of 
water on the Boors. Loss in fruit and livestock, $35,M)o; property 

a motor truck destroyed; path 3 to 4 miles long, 

Loss damage. chiefly %491,O0O. m wheat; path 18 miles long. 

Path from northeast to southwest; several buildings damaged. 
Crop loss negligible: much property damage. 
Storm more severe in the vicinity of Marion, Ky.; 2 persons injured near 

Crane, KY. 
No estimate of cro loss 
Much loss in smalagrains, alfalfa, and gardens. 

Several persons seriously injured; crop loss, $11,OOO. 

Strong wind overturned or wrecked small buildings and damaged trees. 
4 farms affected: 

This was a wntmuation oi the Mapleton storm mentioned above. 
Trees uprooted, wipdmills, and small buildings damaged. Path 
narrow and 2 or 3 miles long. 

Loss in some wheat flelds from 75 to 100 percent; path 15 miles long. 

Trees uDrooted. nlatc elass windows smashed. and elprtrir wlrps 
twist.e& cauiing a se4esof fires. . &afeTemoiGh edand-sei& 
housps damaged. Arkansas Powqr & Light Co. crews at  work 
repaulng lines from midnight until next afternoon. Second storm 
came at  daylight. accompanied by a an-rnile wind and attended 
by  sharp electrical flashes. The third occurred a t  noon but was 
minor in comparison with its predecessnrs. 

Child killed when hit by bricks from fal!ing,rhimney, 11 miles north- 
west of Opelika. Power and communication lines in Opelika dam- 
aged by fallen trees. Only minor damage in .4uburn. 

Loss in crops, $5,000. 

An area of 4 square miles affected with loss in crops, $ S , M O ;  property 
damage, $1 W. 

7 persons sevkrely injured. 75 percent of damage from wind; 20 percent 
from hail and 5 percent. from rain. 

In Pensaedla Bay some ships were blown,from their amchorage and 
crashed into the Pensacola Bay Bridge, with from $300,000 to $400.000 
damage. 75 acres of shade tobacco and bet.ween 6 000 and 7 000 
acres of oats and blue lupine almost wmpletdy lost dakage W00 boo. 

Storm moved from southwest to northeast and strudk in seviral s 'ots. 
I t  f i s t  struck the Southwood Sehpol section, then jumped the &use 
River to the western edge of Fairfield. thence northward to Snow 
Hill road. Before striking Kinston, the severe wind demolished 
several homes in Seven Springs to the west-southwest of Kinston. 
3 homes completely demolished; several stores and garages destroyed 
or damaged' 26 homes damaged; 12 barns and 23 outbuildings de- 
stroyed or d k a g e d ;  P persona inlured. 
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40.000 

1.1Ml 

40. (ion 

4n.Ooo 
........... 

Place 

............ 

fi p. ni ........ 
3 p. 1:i ........ 

Orifton, N. C ............... 

Cherry Lake and Pinetta. 

Wavne Countv. N. C.. 
Fla.. and vicinities. 

ssn 
6 

440 

northern portcon. 

and vicinity. 

Hill City, Kans ........... 
Wrrshinaton County, Kans , 

..... 

..... 

Washington and Hanover, 
Kam. 

6,nm 
.so. 500 

Lcavcnworth. lians. ........ 
York County, Nebr.. ....... 

7 p. 111 ............... 
5 4  1'. ni., 

4:W C .  S. T.-. 
C .  8. T .  

Lincoln, Nebr ,  east and 

Haigler. Nebr. ............. 

Home City to Liberty, 

Oberlin. Kans., southeast of 

Cheyenne County. Kans ... 
Oklahoma City, OkIa.. and 

northeast of. 

Nebr., and vicinities. 

Rooks County, hans.. ..... 

vicinity. 
Owasa, Okla ............... 
Creek County, Okla ........ 
Shawnee Okla .............. 
Tulsa anh Rogers Counties, 

Oranger, Tex .............. 
Latimer County, Okla.. ... 
Schullsburg to De Forest, 

Okla. 

Wis. 

1 2  

........ 

Onaway, Mich. ............ 
Newburgh, N. Y., west of. 

Eendriek, Idaho, vicinity of 

2 p . m  ......... 
Noon-] p. m.. 
1 p.n ........ 
4 a . m  ................. 

Beaufort Berkeley and Dor- 
cheste; Counties: S. C. 

1 2  
1 l!h 

15 

Gldney, Nebr., vlclnity of-.. 

Glen St. Mary, Fla .__. ~ _ _ _ _  

5 p. PI ........ 
6 p. 111 ....... 
8-9 a. m ....... 

Wilbon, McCullers, and 

Qallatm County, Mont--.. 
HUI County, Mont ......... 
Boston, Mass_- ............ 

Apex, N. C. 

4N1 
l! I) 

100-133 

Wellsford to Cullison, Kans., 

Forestburg, Tex _ _ _ _  __.___ _. 
Hastings, Nebr., east of ._._ 

San Antonio, Tex ._________ 
Penalosa, Ram.. ........... 
Ellis County, Kans-- _ _ _ _ _ _  

and vicinitles. 

_ - - - -  
_ - -_ -  

_ _ _ _ _  

Pratt, Kans ................ 
Gumner and Cowley Coun- 

Unioi, Clarke, and Lucas 

Arkansv bity, Kans., and 

Oklahoma City, Okla _ _ _ _ _ _  
Owage and Franklin Coun- 

Arkansas City, K8nS ....... 
Detroit, Mich _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  

ties Kans. 

Counties Iowa. 

vicinitirs. 

ties, Kans. 

Sharpsburg, Ohio. _ _ _ _  - _ _  - 

................ 
25.100 

250,000 

126,500 

Date 

-_ 
Mal 1046 

2x3 

20 

21 

2? 
?3 

51 

23 
23 

23 

23 

23 

23 
2.7 
23 
23 

24 
24 
24 
24 

24 
24 
24 

24 
26 

26 

27 

27 

27 

27 
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21 

27-28 

28 

2Q 
29 

29 
29 
29 
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30 

30 

31 

31 

30 

30 
31 

31 

..... 

Time 

300.000 

Kidth 
of path. 

yards 

2-1 nr. 1 ~ . ~ . m . ,  
2 3 0  p. m 

6-6:30p. m..-- 
G l o p .  m 
P . m  .................. 
4:50 p. m.. 27- 
R:10 p. m., 
28. 

5 p. m ................. 

6 p.m ................ 
6-11 p. m., C. 

6:30 p. m...... 
7:40 p. m 
11:15 p. m.- 

midnight. 
P .m .................. 
l p . m  ................. 
3 3 5  p. m 
2 1 5  p. m _ _ _ _ _ _  
5% P. m _.___ - 

6. T. 

7-230 p. m..-. 
P.rn .................. 
1:18-3:42p.m.. 

5:30p. m _ _ _ _ _ _  

__.. _ _ _ _  
.............. 

1 %-4 

.............. 

........ 

1 2  

1 7  
.............. 

19 

.............. 

13 

- _ _  _ _ _ _ _  
1 2  

13-4 

450 

.-_-- 

.............. 1 .... do. 
I 

................ 

100,Ooo 

_.--. 
.---- 

11 a.1n -noon. 
hI. S. T. 

3343-1 p. m... 

10,Ooo 
10,000 

................ 

110 

440 

1 

0 
____. 

.--.. 
0 

.---- 

0 

0 

0 

_ _ - _ _  
_-- - -  

0 
3 

0 

1.50,ooo 

55,000 

1,350.m 

5o.m 

........... 

........... 

................ 
- _ - _  _ _ _ _ - - -  

600,000 

10,000 

4.000 

100,Ooo 

40,000 
_ _ _ _ _  .-.-.. 

40,000 

3 p. I!' ......... 
3 2 5  1,. m 
3'30p. m---.- 
4 p .m ........ 

430-5 p. m., 
E. D. 8. T. 

P . m  

..... 35.~10 

..... MI. MO 

..... 2w,nnri 

.---- 50.000 I -....I 6.000 
0 500 

14.000 

zi, 500 :,I 4 , m  

I 

Character of storm 

Tornado ............ 

Hail ................. 

Wind and hail ...... 

Tornado and hail.. . 
Toruadu ........... 

.... do.. ............ 

Wind and hail ...... 
Heavy hail ......... 

Tornadic winds .... 

Heavy hail and rain. 

Tornado.. .......... 

Heavy hni l .________.  
.... do .............. 
.... do ............... 
Electrical. ......... 

Hail ................. 
Tornadic winds ~. 
Tornado and hail.. . 
--..do.. ............ 

Tornado. .......... 
.... do .............. 
Thundersquall. .... 

.... do.. ............. 
Hail ................ 

Heavy rain.. ....... 

Thunderstorm and 
heavy hail. 

Wind. ............. 

Hail and wind.. ... 

Hail, wind, and rain 

Hrary hail .......... 
Wind .............. 
Northenster. .- - - -. 

Tornado and hall. 

Tornado -. - -. . -. 
Heavy hail and 

wind. 
Wind. ............. 
Tornado.. -. -. . -. . 
Heavy bail. _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
.... do-- ........... 
Tornado- - - _ _  -. . __. 
Wind, tornado, and 

__-.do- - - . -. -. - - - - _. 

Electrical - - - - - -. - - -. 
Heavy hail .......... 

Tornado - - ._ . 
Excessive rain ..-. 

hail. 

- -. 

Remarks 

Leaving Kinst.on. N. C . .  the tornado struck in the area of Orifton. 

Loss in tobacco from hail, $l.Ooo; wind damage to corn, $100. 

Tobacco, cotton, and corn completely destroyed in many fields; much 
damare in otbrrs. 

Loss equally dvided bptween crops and property; path !XI miles long. 
Oriainated about 11 miles southwest and ended about 4 miles west of 

Wasbiii:ton. Kans. Path Y mile? long. Total loss in the county 
included in estimatp of second tornado. 

Estimnted loss includes $1,500 to crops. The second tomarlo in this 
county shuws 30 families affected: 16 ~ O I I S P S ,  6 windmills, and 60 other 
huilriings destroyed or damaeed. hlany cattle and much poultry 
killed. Pat,h 20 miles long. 

Loss from wind. $5,OnO: from hail, 51.000. 
Loss in grain, principally wheat. 

6 
houses damagcd or destroyed and 15 tohacco barns damaged. 

Property damaged. 

Much loss in corn, wheat, and rye. 

6 farmsteads badly damaged and 2 pemons injured. Crop loss, $e,m. 

Loss in wheat; path 6 niilrs long. 
Loss in wheat: path 6 miles long. 
Chief damage just north of St. Francis; loss in wheat; path 25 miles long. 
Several buildings damaged; path northeast to southwest. 

iurludcA in the estimate; path 12 niilus long. 

Property damage. $5.000; crop loss, $l.oOO. 
Path southwest to northeast: no details. 
$5,000 property damage; $9.000 loss in crops; path 6 miles long. 
hIost damage from turnado; no details. 

Crops loss. $6.000; property damage. $21,500. 
Path west to northeast: 2persons injured. 
6 fsrm homes damaged; barns or other farm buildings and machinery 

n-recked or damaxed on 20 farms. On the west shore of Lake Men- 
dota. 30 homes and cottaaes were wrecked or dsmaerd. hlnnv trwn 
broken; utility service dkrupted; livestock-and c&&enskKfeded.--Z 
persons injured hy debris and 1 by lightning. 

School and house. trailer destroyed: barn damaged; loss not estimated. 
Loss principally in fruit and veFetahles; path 3 miles long. 

The sudden rainfall in late afternoon caused a flash flood, with much 
damage to a number of buildings, demolished 3 automobiles, and 
caused grrat loss to prospectivc crops and some loss of livestock. 
4 miles of highway washed out.. 

Ent.ire Beaufort C0unt.y was in the path of the storm with most damage 
in a &mile stretch from Prirhardville through lbogmore. Loss in 
crops especially tomatoes $i6,000; livestock, $1 OOO; property damage 
$lO.Oh. Rail caused 70 percent of loss. I n  the McBeth and Bow: 
man area in Berkeley County. the ground mas covered by hail to a 
depth of 5 and 6 inches. In  Dorchester County heavy hail fell be- 
tween Reevesville and Harleyvillr, with chief loss in tobacco. Extent 
of damage not known. 

Over an area of ahnut 20,000 acres buildings and cars were damaged 
Roofs hlovin off 61 munition stor(age shelters. 

Extent ofdamege not determined. Peach. pear, pecan. and persimmon 
crops damaged. Only $200 wind damage to property; estimate of 
damage from hail not given. 

Cotton crop wmplete loss; much loss in tohacco and corn; grain crop 
reduced LW-percent. 

Loss in crops. 
Property damaged. 
All harbor t.raffic stopped; beaching or swamping of several small craft 

in Wollastou Bay and Marblehead Harbor. Damage to trees and 
power lines in Oreater Boston and in the Rakefleld and Saugus area. 
Maximum wind velocity reached at time of low tide, saving coastal 
communications from possible loss from high water. 

Considerahle property damage in Cullison. Property damage $100 000; 
loss in crops $50 000 

House demo1is)hedf several buildings damaged. 
Loss in wheat, oats, and barley, $M,OOO. Damage to buildings, $5,000. 

No estimate on crop loss. 
No damage rewrted duc to this storm. 
Principal loss in wheat; path 11 miles long. 

Chief loss in wheat ranging from 2.5 to 100 percent. 
Few windows broken, minor damage to buildings. 

5 vortex clouds ubscrved; path 7 mil& lo&. 

Propertv damaged 4 persons injured. Length of tornado in Unlon 
and CiarLe Coun'ties about 40 miles; width varied from % to 6 miles. 

Property damaged; path 5 miles lung; 

2 persons injured; spire on top of Oklahoma City University building 

In some plsccs hailstones covered the ground to drpth of 2 inch-. 
damaged by lighting. 

Crops tots1 loss; rabbits and birds killed; Dath 30 miles lonrr. 
No details. 
Hundreds of homes damaged; many automobiles and streetcars im- 

paired; dozens of gardens flattened or washed out; basements flooded. 
2 persons drowned when their boat sank in Lake St. Clair and a 
man died while attempting to mop up his flooded basement. 

Several buildings on 4 farms destroyed; hogs and chickens killed; 
houses unroofed and otherwlse damaEed. 

I Miles insteed of yards. 


