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Light flooding occurred on the Pearl River at Bogalusa,
La., on the 8th, and again on the 11th and 12th. The first
overflow was due to heavy rains which resulted from the
tropical disturbance moving inland over southeastern
Louisiana, on the morning of the 4th. The second over-
flow was due to heavy thundershowers over the local area
on the 9th.

Moissoury Basin.—Intense thundershowers (2 to 3 in-
ches) north of Sioux City, Iowa, on the afternoon of the
3rd caused Perry Creek to rise to bankfull stage within a
few hours. Most of the rain fell in one hour. Several
streets were flooded in northwest Sioux City due to run-off
from the hills and to water backing up into the streets
from the sewers.

Heavy rain (4 to 5 inches) again fell over the Perry Creek
basin on the 10th and 11th causing more serious flooding
than during the first storm. The flooding again was
mainly due to the water backing up into the streets from
the sewers. Damages were confined mostly to bridges,
heavy deposits of mud on streets and lawns, and the
flooding of basements.

The Floyd River overflowed its banks from the vicinity
of Merrill to near James, Iowa, due to heavy rain on the
10th and 11th. The heaviest rain occurred along the
lower portion of the basin. LeMars and Merrill, Iowa,
reported over 5 inches of rain during the 24-hour period
ending at 8 a. m. on the 11th. About 1,500 acres of land
were inundated, most of it pasture land, and willow wooded
areas. Losses were not heavy.

Light flooding occurred along the Big and Little Blue
Rivers in Nebraska and for a short distance into Kansas
during the first half of the month. Slight flooding
occurred on the Republican at Cambridge, Nebr., and
along the Delaware River at Valley Falls, Kans. Losses
were negligible.

Flood stages were exceeded on the Chariton, Grand,
Weldon, and Thompson Fork Rivers in northwestern
Missouri, the Lamine and Blackwater Rivers in central
Missouri, and the Stranger Creek in northeastern IKansas,
due to the heavy rain (5 to 6 inches) during the night of
the 11th and 12th. An unofficial 8-inch fall in the head-
waters of the Stranger Creek just south of Atchison,
Kans., caused 2- to 3-foot overflows in that area and
bankfull stages downstream to Tonganoxie. The Weldon
River rose 12 feet during the early morning hours of the
12th at Mercer, Mo., but no flooding occurred except in
the smaller streams to the north. Damages from the
flooding were small except in the area south of Atchison,
Kans., where 1,000 acres were inundated.

Arkansas Basin.—Minor flooding occurred on the upper
Chikaskia on the 6th and 12th and on the Caney River
above Hulah, Okla., on the 19th. The first overflow on
the Chikaskia resulted from rains averaging about 3
inches during the 48-hour period ending on the 5th, and
the second to rain averaging less than 1 inch. The
damage from the overflows was negligible.

West Gulf of Mexico drainage.—A flash flood occurred in
Bernalillo, N. Mex., during the early morning hours of the
30th. This flood was due to heavy thunder showers in the
nearby Sandia Mountains. The Bernalillo and Sandia
irrigation canals were destroyed as the water poured down
the Sandia Mountains through numerous gullies and
arroyos. A convent and 10 homes were destroyed and
considerable land was flooded.

MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW

SEPTEMBER 1949

FLOOD STAGE REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1949

[A]l dates in September unless otherwise specified)

Ahove f}lr;z;d stages— Crest !
1 1statl Flood e
River and station stage
From— To— Stage | Date
ATLANTIC SLOPE DRAINAGE
Roanoke: Feet Feet

Weldon, N. C..__._._ .. ... 31 1 1 32.4 1

Williamston, N. C - 10 3 11 10.9 7,8
Tar: Enfield, N.C___________.__________ 14 | Aug. 31 1 14.4
Neuse:

Smithfield, N. C____ .. _._____ 13 | Aug. 29 3 19.0 | Aug 31

Goldsboro, N. C_. . 14 1 12 20.7 5

Kinston, N. C.___ . _...._... 14 4 15 17.7 8
Cape Fear: Lock No. 2, Elizabeth- 20 | Aug.20 | Aug. 31 30.0 | Aug. 31

town, N. C.
Yadkin: Wilkesboro, N, C____ 14 | Aug. 29 | Aug. 29 17.1 | Aug. 29
Pee Dee: Pee Dee, 5, C 19 | Aug. 24 4 21.9 4
Saluda:

Pelzer, 8. C_ el 6 6 12 9.2 7

Chappells, 8. C_ 13 10 10 14.2 10
Broad: Blairs, 8, C 14 8 8 16.0 8
Edisto: Givhans Ferry, 8, C 10 | Aug. 28 4 14.4

EAST GULF OF MEYICO DRAINAGE
Chattahoochee: Noreross, Ga.___._.__. 16 g g 19.4 8
1 15.0 8
Pearl: Bogalusa, La.__.____________..__ 15 { i1 12 15.2 12
MISSISSIPPI SYSTEM
Missouri Basin
Floyd: James, Iowa.. . ............_.. 14 11 13 18.1 12
Republican: Cambridge, Nebr.__._____ 5 1 1 6.2 1
Little Blue:

Endicott, Nebr_ .. ... 9 6 8 12.2 7

Hanover, Kans____._________.___._. 14 7 7 14.2 8
Big Blue:

Crete, Nebr___ ... _. 16 11 12 172.8 1;

, 7 7 20.3

Barnston, Nebr_______________.____ 18 { 12 13 20.3 1§

. - 8 8 21,

Blue Rapids, Kans.__._______._____ w0l 3 o 28 L
Delaware: Valley Falls, Kans._______ 22 12 13 22.9 12
Stranger Creek: Tonganoxie, Kans_____ 23 15 15 23.1 15
Grand:

Chillicothe, Mo_ ... _... 18 13 13 19.1 13

Sumner, Mo______ 25 13 13 25.1 13

Brunswick, Mo_______ 12 14 14 12.2 14
Chariton: Novinger, Mo.._ 20 12 13 21.3 13
Lawmine: Clifton City, Mo.. 15 12 13 18.0 13
Blackwater: Blue Lick, Mo..._________ 25 15 15 25.0 15

Arkansas Basin
Caney: Hulah, Okla___._._._._______.. 30 19 19 33.4 19

! Provisional,

ESTIMATED FLOOD LOSSES FOR 19471

Monetary losses from floods in the United States,
estimated at $272,000,000, was slightly greater than in
1944 and 1945 combined and four times greater than
in 1946. It was the 4th greatest monetary loss from
floods since 1924, being exceeded in 1927, 1936, and 1937.
The loss in life was greater than in 1944, and 1946, but less
than in 1945, when 91 lives were lost as compared with 55
during 1947.

The major flood event of the year occurred in the
Middle West in the lower Missouri and middle Mississippi
Rivers in June and July. It was one of the most disastrous
floods on record with the Mississippi reaching its highest
stage since 1844, at St. Louis, Mo. Record stages were
reached on several streams, including the Des Moines and
Raccoon in Iowa, the Platte in Nebraska, the Grand
River in Missouri, and also at a few stations on the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.

1 FloodJoss statistics for 1944 and 1945 were published in the June 1948 and for 1946 in

the September 1948 issues of the Monthly Weather Review, The issues in which flood
losses previous to 1944 were published are indieated in vol. 73, No. 8, August 1945,
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