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52, Fishermon in dory hauling trawl; a dogflsh caught . ... ooeeieeiiiiiiiiiriiainnn Weeerenan
From photograph by T, W, Smillie.

63. Overhauling trawls in fish-house ut ROCKPOrt, MAss « couunnciaeannn ceienroieetecone cmcneenanasen
Drawing by H. W, Elliott.

'THE MACKEREL PURSE-SEINE FISHERY.

54, Mackerel schooner under full 8ail, DOUNA OUb ...« voeams ennnme e oeeeaeameeae ceanon seeensannen .
Drawiug by I. W, Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.

66. The cabin of mackerel schoonor John D. Long of Gloucester, MAsS ... ...ccuveeevenaceaeensennnan
Drawing by H. W. Elliott. .

i, Deck plan of mackerel achooner. (Explanation on plute) ... oceeeniieiiiamiiicnraeriaveenann

Drawing by Capt. J. W. Collins.

57, Seine boat; purse davit and blocke; oar-rests; purse weight and purse blocks; bow fittings....

68, Seino boats in winter quarters at Gloucester, Masg.........coeee irieiniamneenennensnnen reaerraces
From photograph by T. W. Bmillje.

69. F10. 1. Diagram showing the different seotions of a purse-seine........ Neemeeceemrenrane vereannn

Fra. 2. Diagram showing the form of a purse-seine when spread in the water........... cermeven

Drawings by Capt. J. W. Colllus.
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Vol Page.
60. Maockerel schooner cruising in Massachusetts Bay ; lookout at foretop on the watch for schools .. I, 255
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
61. Lookouts aloft on schooner on the wateh for mackerel..... cesseascusacscacens tecevecsansonsaans I, 2565
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.
62. Mackerel seine-boat and crew ‘‘paying out the seine”..... P S T I, 256
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W, Collina. '
63. Mackerel seine-boat and crow pursing the 86iNne ...c.c.cveece oo niceicceriieitiomcaeaaans I, 236
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W, Collins. N
64. Mackerel schooner with crew at work bailing mackerel from the purse-geine.................... I, 258
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Oapt. J. W. Collina.
65. Mackerel schooner with pocket or spiller shipped 8t 868 .. cccveerecceereracerencercraacnnncneas . I, 265
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.
66. Mackerel schooner just arrived from oruise ; crew dressing and salting the fish............... T 8 L2067
From photograph by T. W, Smillie, :
67. Cnlling and packing mackerel at Portland, Me.......cccceceemieiiiniacaceinanaaan e caecae I 5 . 2067
From photograph by T. W. Smillle.
THE MACKEREL HOOK FISHERY.
68. Burf-fishing in boats for mackerel...cee.orceeetiearcaiuancaceercrentccacrcerecececsencaceas . I 216
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.
69. Mackerel jigs and jig molds. (Explanation on plu.te) .......................................... 1, 78
70, Jigging mackerel over the vessel’s rail..cc.. ool mimmnn i veaea, I, 284
Drawing by H. W, Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collius.
71. Gafling mackerel over the vessel’s rail ..o oot iiiniia i i i, 1, . 279
Drawing by B. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins. .
72. F1a. 1. The old method of chopping mackerel bait .c.ceeveeeen i oniiaaaial, fetiereeeinnne. I, 279-283
"F1G. 2. The modern mackerel bait-mill . ccceee aoamniei e ceiaer e I, 279-283
Drawings by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.
73. Throwing bait to toll mackerel alongside the vessel. . .coceoioiiiaiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiaiaio, I, 284
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins. .
74. Deck scene on mackerel hand-line schoouner; jigging mackerel, slatting in the barrel, throwm g .
L7011 RS SR I, ToR4
Drawing by H. W, Elliott and Capt. J. W, Col¥us,
76. Mackerel-packing on 8hipboard.... ..o iioon oo cii it iiee e e et cii e caiae e 1, T 287
Fiau. 1. 8plitting, cleaning, and washing. '
Fia. 2, Pitching, salting, and plowing.
) Drawings by H. W. Elllott and Capt. J. W. Collins.
THE MACKEREL GILL-NET FISHERY.
76, Mackerel drag-nets set at night off 0088t of Maine....eoeveeiineeeviiieiieiiciiannnnn. easevene I, 204
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins. :
77. Cape Cod mackerel drag-boat lying to at night..... cceecmees et caocsaaeenetnsesacacsascesnnn 1, 204
From skstdh by J, 8. Ryder.
78. Dory fishermen picking mackerel gill-nets .cuceeeeeccet voamen iiieiciitieeaceoocnercaanmeanes I, 204
From photograph by T. W. S8millie.
THE MACKEREL FISHERY—EARLY METHODS,
99. Old style Chebacco boats drailing for mMackerel - ....o..oiioorireiaeeee oo teenee ceeeaanneanns 1, 299
Drawing by H. W. Ellfott and Capt. J. W. Collfue.
80. Angling with poles for mackerel from an old Noank, Conn,, 8100p. coeres vonanncarnvuacnecannanns . R 209

Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.

STATISTICS OF THE MACKEREL FISIIER&'.

81, Diagrumn showing the catch of mackerel by citizens of Massacbusetts betwcen the yenrs 1804 and
1881, inclubive ceveencicneriecesvencenuncnneraannn Ceeme ot esnoataenet st ianane I, 312
From Report U. 8. Fish Comumission, Part 1X, 1881,
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THE SWORDFISH FISHERY.

82. Bword fishermen in nosition for aotion ..... seeeccscnnvas feeesesvemanasse et cinene e cereannn
From Report U. 8. Fish Commiresion, Part VIH 1880.

83, Methods of swordfish capture in the Mediterranean Sef...ce. coceoiiciioniiiiiar cocannnnnvane
From Report U. 8. Fiesh Commission, Part VIIL, 1880.

THE MENHADEN FISHERY.

84. Map illustrating geographioal distribution and periodical movements of the menhaden; also
the locations of the fishing grounds and oil and guano factorics in the year 1878. (No
factories now in Maine; many in Chesapeake Bay)....-. Ceteccecmemeanietcaccanomracann

From Report U. 8. Fish Commisaion, Part VI, 1878.

85. Monhaden steamer Joseph Church approaching oil and guanoe factory at Tiverton, R, I.........
From photograph by T. W. Smillfo.

86. Monhaden steamer William Floyd craising forfish o.cocoonioioiuiamaae i iiia e ees
From skotch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.

87. Lookouts at mast-head of menhaden steamer watching for sshools of fish............ ... ...
From sketoh by J. 8. Ryder.

88, Fleet of menhaden steamers en routs to fishing grounds on south side of Long Island, N. Y......
From sketch by Capt. B, F. Conklin.

89, Fleet of menhaden steamers on the fishing grounds; seining ¢érews at work
From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.

90. Crew of menhaden steamer surrounding a school with purse-8eine ...o.......occeeoeiiicai oo
From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.

91. Puarsing the seine aronnd a school of menhaden.......c..ccce. freeeeemecmeesaeceeaan e anaes
From sketch by Oapt. B. F. Conklin,

02. Menhaden crew at work; pursing of the seine nearly completed.........cc..ccvrenae. remems acan
From sketoh by H. W. Elliott, 1878.

93, 8chool of menhaden surrounded with purse-seine and fish striking the net ..o ceeeenaaes
From sketoh by Capt. B. F. Conklin. ’

94. Bailing menhaden from purge-seine into steamer’s hold.. ... .cceieecieieaaiaiianiainieenaann
From sketch by J. 8. Ryder.

9%, Monhaden steamer batling in the catch. covent oioetioooet theccttacact tetaceamccsonccsacancnns

. From sketoh by Capt. B, F\ Conklin, ~

96, Haul-seine fishing for menhaden at Long Island, 1790 to 1850, Setting the seing...............

From eketch by Capt. B. ¥, Conklin.
97, Haul-soine fishing for menhaden at Long Island, 1790 to 1850. Hauling thes eino on the Leach
DY BOTBE-POTOT o cunee oo ioccee saaccs somane camcercocmas cncoas sase acmsonmnns caananns

From skotch by Capt. B. F. Conklin,
08, Haul-seine fishing for menhaden at Long Island, 1790 to 1850, Taking out thofish.............

From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
99. Menhaden purss and mate boats and two carry-away boats starting for the fishing grounds....
From eketoh by Oapt. B, F. Conklin,
100, Monhadon purge and mate boats..coi. iiecaiiaceeiaccertoemarcettrirentacc et snananaccnancras
Fi6. 1. Going down to the fish.
Fra. 2. Working to windward of the fish,
From sketches by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
101, Purso and mate boats encircling a school of menhadon ; earry-away boats in waiting . .........
From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
102, Menhadon boats and crew pursing the seine; the fish striking the Dot cee.cevecnenceeennnnns .
From sketch by Capt. B. I, Conklin, '

103, Menhaden sloops cruising for fish, One of the sloops is for the crow to live on and to tow the

- seine-boats; the others to carry fish to the factory.coves veneveieceiivireceremaniass
From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin. .
104, Monhaden sloops aud steameors in Gardiner'’s Bay, Long Island..ee ceee ciei e ennacancecvacane
From skeich by Capt. B. F. Conklin. *
105, Menhaden carry-away sloops bailing in the oatoh....ciceeeeeiivaiiiiniaiiaans ctecamncosicnane

From sketoh by Oapt. B. F. Conklin.
106, Menhaden fishermen signaling to shore-orews the approach of & school of fish ..... secomenracwn .
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107,
108.

109,
110.

111,

112,

113.

Crew of menhaden schooner, in old style seine-boat, throwing the purse-seine ....eceeeeeesena.
€arry-away boat with haul of menlnden on the way to oil factory ..oecceeveecaeevavacinnnee. ..
From sketoh by Capt. B. F. Conklin. .
Mendaden steamer discharging its catch at oil and guano factory, Tiverton, R, I...............
From photograph by T. W. Smillfe.
Gang of Portuguese in hold of menhaden steamer filling the hoisting tubs.... ..cove ot ane. cues
From photograph by T. W. Smifllie.
Fish *pens on top floor of menhaden factory ; the fish are led through a trough to the cooking
213 1Y AP
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
Menhaden steamer discharging its catch at oil and guano factory. Inecline railway to carry fish
$0 cooking ankis. ..ot e e i e e
From sketch by Capt. B, F. Conklin.
Menhaden floating factory. An old vessel fitted as an oil factory and moved from pluace to place
near the fishing grounds -.........o....cceaieo o e e teetetaeeeeeaaaaaaaaann .
Drawing by H. L. Todd.

. Slivering menhaden for bait... ... cooeiioiir it ice it reeees cceeaaeee recnan aaaanans

From Report U. 8. Fish Commissiop, Part V, 1877.

. Menhaden il and guano factory at Milford, Conn. ; steamers nnloading fish-at the wharf; incline

railway to carry fish to cooking tanks on upper floor of factory; oil tanks nnd storago
shedsin foreground; platform for drying serap in rear of factory, connected with Luilding
by 0levatod TRIIWAY ..coe. cio o tner ctca e e e caeraae cam e e tane e
Fromw a photograph,
(Interiors of oil factories will be illustrated in Section on Preparation of Fishery Products.)

THE HERRING FISHERY AND SARDINE INDUSTRY.

116. ‘Herring schooner bonnd for Wood Island, Maine ; outfit of snlt and barrels on dock............
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
117. Herring pinkey bound for the fishing grounds ; nets hanging over bowsprit and stern ; not dorios
O ABCK o vi i it te et et et e
R From photograph by T.W. Smillie. .
118. Torching at night for spurling or small herring in Ipswich Bay, Massachusetts ........_ .......
From sketch by J. S. Ryder.
119. Torching herring at night near Eastport, Me... ... oo .ien iirini oot it i iacaiain e
From photograph by T. W, Smillie.
120. Fishermen mending herring gill-nets at House-Island, Casco Bay......covcecmeiinaeraiaaonen.
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
121, Irish fishermen of Boston picking their herring nets in Gloucester Harbor. The typlcul “Trish
mMarket Hoat” ..c. .ol il it ettt et it it e aaes
From photograph by ’1‘ W. Smillie. .
122. Cape Aun herring fishermen landing their gill-nets after a night’s fishing ................ ...,
Irom photograph by T. W. Swillte.
123. Fishermen in quoddy boat hauling herring gill-nets .........ccceon.o. B R
Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J, W, Collina.
THE S8MOKKD NERRING INDUSTRY.
124. Beat landing; fish houses; herring smoke-house; fisherman’s dwelling and farm ..............
From photograph by T. W. 8millie.
125. Old style herring smoke-house (without roof ventilators) at Lubec, Me ceev e vvnvnnr vuns vuue
From photograph by T. W. Smillie. -
126. Herring * horse” loaded with smoked fish on sticks .. .oovueoiirin i iiiiiiii i iceiaianaas,
Fron photograph by T. W. Smillie.
127, Hernng smoke-house at Eastport, Me. ; smoke vontilators on roof ; sticks of herring iuside. ....
From photograph by T. W. Smillie. .
THE 8ARDINE INDUSTRY.
128, Shore herring weir near Eaatport, Me. ; the common form of brush weir ....ce. coneeeoe.. et
) From photograph by T. W. Smille. .
129, Bsr herring weir noar Eastport, Me. ; escape of fish prevented by receding tide ........vau. ...

From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
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130, Channel herring woir near Eastport, Me, ; controls channel between islands ..... veeamme: sesss
Yrom photograph by T. W. Smillie.

131. 8ection of ballasted weir near Eastport, Me. ; for rocky bottom...cceeeeeeiiinniiaannnaaoe.
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.

132. Fishing a herring weir at low tide, near Eastport, Me..ccee.ieimeiimeer it iieecacciacamen.
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.

133, General view of sardine cannery at Eastport, Me..... s eeuesatemettstinetecact sanncasncccncnnn
From photograph by T. W. Smillio. .

134. View of sardine cannery at low tide, showing the employés at work ...............oooiiiinaa.
From photograph by L. W. Swillie.

3 . . .

135. Herring boat landing fish at a sardine cannery, Eastport, Me ... voieiieitiironiiacnananana.
From photograph by T. W, Smillie.

136. Bardine steamer for collecting herring and towing Weir DOAEB..ceee cevevanr teeenrviiiiiinann .

138.
139.

140.

141,
142,
143.
144,

145.

146.

147,

148.

149,

150.
161.

From photograph by T. W. Smillie.

. Children at sardine cannery cutting off the heads and tails and cleaning small herriug for can-

T
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
Washing, draining, and flaking horring at sardine cannery, Eastport, Me .......ccocucecieaann. .
TFrom photograph by T. W. Smillle.
Spreading herring on flakes for dvying in the sun or iv an oven .........
From ghotograph by T. W. Smillie.
Herring drying on flakes in the sun ; landing, cleaning, washing, &o., at sardine cannory, East-
028 T
. From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
Fish-drying frames on roof at sardine cannery, Eastport, M6 ... .cocoi oo coaecnmeaaeaanonn
From photograph by T. W. Smiilic.
Frying room in sardine cannery, Eustport, Me. ; herring frying in pans of oil ...........ooo. 0.
From photograph by T. W. Smillie,
Packing room at sardine cannery, Eastport, Me. ; packing herring-sardines in tin boxes........
From photograph by T. W. Smillie. .
Soldering room at sardine caunory, Eastport, Me. ; solderers sealing the cans........ i.........
¥rom photograph by T. W. Smillie.
Bathing room at sardine cannery, Eastport, Me. ; bathing vats at the left ; wen at right ventiug
ORIIB een tete eaee eenaneaceannsanes sone save sase acsssonsess sass asas oseseassasanscananenn
From photograph Ly T, W. Smillio.
Making sardine cans at Kastport, Mé ..._.. e eeecaececteateacacaceacantacascmncaeoannnecnnane
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.

THE SPANISH MACKEREL FISHERY.

Methods of sctting Spanish mackerel gill-nets..... Seeemescecncs cesnstiocttt ssnccttnntaetcsanee
16,1, * Straight set.”
I"1a. 2. Cirole set.
I1a. 3. Crooked set.
. F1G, 4. ‘“Hook set.”
16, 6. ““T sgot.”
F16. 6. “Square set.”
¥i16. 7. “Triangle set.”
F16. 8. ¢ Harpoon set.”
From Roport U. 8, Fish Commission, Part VIII, 1880,
Chesapeake Bay Spanish mackerol pound-ned ... ... .cceceiiineeianaaesaanane cans canmomnannnenes
From Report U. 8. Fish Commi{ssion, Part VIII, 1880.

THE MULLET FISHERY.

Caup of mullet fishermen, North Carolina
. From a photograph.

THE POUND-NET FISHERIES OF THE ATLANTIC STATES.

Diagram of pound-net at Bald Head, Maine. (By Capt. J. W, Colling).cccueveccariaencs cavea-
Diagram of pound-net at Small Point, Maine. (By Capt. J. W. Collins) ..... tesessevane veevas
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F1a. 1. Diagram of pound-net at Wood’s Holl, Mass ...c...ceee ‘eemmeeen et anneaneneaen aeae

-F1a. 2. Diagram of heart or pound net a8 set in Rhode Island «..cccvuveniinevmmanciinnanen .

F16. 3. Diagram of slat weir at East Dennis, Mass..cv.ccoce sececcceuomanennconannaccnsonecnns
From Report U. 8. Fish Commission, Part IT, 1872-'73.

. F1g. 1, Diagram of pound-net at Waquoit, Mass..coo.cceeccecne coemeencavecoconnes R

. F16. 3. Diagram of heart or pound net at Quissett Harlor, Magsachusetts...... .. .ccueecean.aa.

. Shad giil-nets in the Edisto River, South Caroling. .cceccnuviceeniie il

From Report U, 8. Fish Commission, Part IT, 1872-'73.

THE RIVER FISHERIES OF THE ATLANTIC STATES.

. Fishing with hack and square traps in the Savannah River....c..icevimmmomeaiee i iaaia ..,

Drawing by H. 'W. Elliott.

Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

3. Fish-nets in the Pedee RiVer c.ece. et caceanonnanstormec secaceacccancsrocn: coneamrocesannae

From a photograph.
A sturgeon camp on Wiuyah Bay, South Carolina ; catching sturgeon in gill-nets; the pound for
keeping fish alive; unheading; saving roe for caviare
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

158. Drag-net fishing in the Neuse River, North Carolina; * footing up the net” .cecerenenao.oa.n..
Drawing by H. W. Elljott. .

159, Skim-net fishing for shad in the Neuse River, North Carolina...cceceeavemmenn i iiaa as.
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

160. Haul-seine fishing at Sutton Beach, Albemarle Sound, North Carolina ; boating the seine ......

161.

162.

163

164,
165.
166.

167.
168.

169,

170.

171,
172.
173.
174.
175.

176.

From a photograph.

Haul-seine fishing at Sntton Beach, Albemarle S8ound, North Carolina; a large haul of alewives.
From a photograph.

Shad-fishing in Albemarle Sound; Iaying ott the 86in6..ccee oot vimene e neiiianaiais
Drawing by H. W. Eliott. . :

Shad-fishing at night on the SBusquehanna River; laying ont the gill-hot .......... teteeeaeense
From a photograph,

Diagram of salmon woirs in Penobscot River, Maine..... P emestiee et emeceeseacenesaneaeeanns
From Report T. S. Fish Commission, Part IT, 1872-'73.

Plan of salmon-net, Penobscot Bay, Maine ............... e eemeeeeeees teevae e samaaerean .
From Report U, 8. Fish Commission, Part II, 1872-'73,

Ideal perspective of salmon-net in Fenobscot Bay, MaING.ccc ceveervvencnannnn fescceeneecaen
From Report U. S. Fish Commission, Part IX, 1872-'73.

Diagram of shad weir, Kennebec River, Maine. (Explapation on page opposite plate).........
Bag-net fisbing for smelts under the fce, Ponobscot River, Maine. (Full explanation on page

opposite Plate) -oceeen it crccee e e ceecerarnann.n weseseemsenionssencecncosancnes
Prom sketch by C. G. Atkins.

THE PACIFIC COAST SALMON FISHERY.

Salmon cannery at Astoria, Oreg......cecevvecen ... cereanes tevecnentsccaseirnane veeeee ceeone
From & photograph.

THE FISHERIES OF THE GREAT LAKES,

Kelley’s pound-net near Carpentor’s Point, Lake Erie, for capturo of whitefish, hofrmg, &o.

(For description of parts sce plate)..eeu. ceceeccecacreiacnencncan Ceemtemetaneeaann .
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.
Lifting the pot at Kelley’s pound-net, Liake Erie.....ccecevinniaan caeen reeeronneacesconacnan

Drawing by H. W. Elliett.

Green Bay pound-net off Ingersoll’s Fishery
Drawing by L. Kumlion, .

“Driving the pound.” Stake-boat and crow off Marblehead, Lake Erie, driving stakes for pound-

net. At close of season the other end of the sawe boat pulls the stakes

Drawing by H, \V. Elliott.

Deck pian of stake-boat. Stake-puller of Lake Erie. (For description of parts sce plate).....

Pound-net at Detroit River..........
From sketch by L. Kumlion,

Bailing out the pot of pound-net at Detroit RiVer. ov i occeeaeeeansecoreacrenencrssannasocns
From sketoh by L. Kumlien.
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177. Camp at South Manitou Island, Lake Michigan. Fighing-boats; gill-nets on reel; shanty for
cleaping fish ......... P

From a photograph.

178. Gill-net drying on reel . ...... C e e e eeee e it e e et e e nas
Trom & photograph.

179. Type of fishormen’s summer house. Seine shed, tarring-box annexed....ccvaeemniaonrioaan ae.
Drawing by H. W. Elliott, 1882, .

180. Hauling in berring-seine at Horbert’s Fishery, Detroit River. Inclosure for keeping fish alive..
Sketch by L. Knmlen. ’

181, Pond fishery, Detroit River; inclosuare for keeping fish alive ....cocoroeriaimeiamnancaenanan,
Photograph by U. S. Fish Commission.

182. Overhauling the seine at Grassy Island Fishery, Detroit River.-occcewcnaccmetcvnarcencnciiees
Photograph by U. 8. Fish Commission. )

THE WHALE FISHERY.
183. Map of the world on Mercator’s projection, showing the extent and distribution of the present

184,

186.

187.

188,

189,

-190

191.

192,

193.

and abandoned whaling grounds. (Prepared by A. Howard Clark in 1880).....oc.cunne
Fra. 1. The sperm whale ( Physcter maorocephalus). )
FiG. 2. The California gray whale (Rhachiancotes glaucus).
TF1a. 3. The North Pacific humpback whale ( Megapiera versabilis).
16, 4. The sulphur-bottom whale (Sibbaldius sulfureus).
F16. 5. The finback or Oregon finnér (Balenoptera velifera).
Fia. 6, Tho Pacific right whale (Bubalena cullamach).
¥16. 7. The bowhead whale ( Balena mysticefus).

From Report U. 8. Fish Commission, 1876. Nutural Hlstory in Seotion I of this report.

. Whaling vessels fitting out at Now Bedford wharves.......c.liiuieiieiamriomiieaieiiianenanae

From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
Whaling schooner Amelia, of New Bedford, Mass....ccoaececcciv e mecccentanomasvacn tmnans
Drawing by C. S. Raleigh.
Steam whaling-bark Mary & Helen, of New Bedford, Muss (nfterw ards the Rodgers, of the Jean-
nette search expedition) ....... L T T L
Drawing by C. 8. Raleigh.
Deck plan and side and interior plan of whaling-schiooner Amolm, of New Bedford, Mass. (Ex-
planation on page opposite plate).... . ccoo it i i e e
Drawings by C. 8. Raleigh.
Dook plan and side and interior plan of whaling-bark Alice Knowles, of Now Bedford, Mass,
(Explanation on page opposite plate) ..cuee i o ittt e s ie e
Drawiugs by C. 8. Raleigh.
Starboard quarter of a whale-ship, showiug the manner of transporting the captain’s boat and tho

spare boats. (Explanation on page opposite plate) ... .. . eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiintes
Deck view of whale-boat equipped with apparatus of capture and boat gear. (Explanation on
page oppPosito Plate).cccciciaccne it anns teceeecesessemanessacans comenn. cemcnsreronn

Drawiug by . 8. Raleigh.

Side and interior plan of whale-boat equipped with apparatus of oapture, &o. (Explanation

on page opposite plate) ..... P
Drawing by O. 8. Ralelgh.

Arholes of whale-boat gear. ... ccuvercimoeenienciacanaene cosvavoces ceeessvones seanes sonoae

F16. 1. Lantern keg containing matches, bread, &o.
F1a. 2. Boat compass.

F1a. 3. Water keg.

F16. 4. Piggin for bailing water,

F1a. 5. Waif for signaling,

F1a. 6. Tudb oar crotch.

F16. 7. Double oar-lock.

F16. 8. Large line in line-tub.

Fig. 9. Knife to cut line when foul.

F10. 10. Row-lock.

F1G. 11. Hatchet to cat line when foul,

F1G. 12. Grapnel to oatoh line.

¥F16G. 13. Drag or drug to retard whale,

Fig. 14. Canvas nipper to protect hands from running lne,
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194. Whalermen’s hATPOONS. «ue e cameen ammmen cocnue sacmasaommmcvann moanemenas vemeeesmccccsemcnsanan
F16. 1. Improved harpoon or toggle-iron now in genoral use.
¥1Gs. 2, 3. First form of toggle-iron made by Lewis Temple.
F16. 4. One-flued harpoon with hinged toggle, N
F16. 5. One-flued harpoon.
Fiqa. 6. Two-flued harpoon.
Fia. 7. Toggle-iron invented by Provincetown whaleman; not in use.
195 English Barpoons . cove .y vorame comien ot e tiimes caiine csee st cteeeren cne meo pacu eaeeeanes
¥1g. 1. Old-style hand-harpoon; now little used.
F1G. 2. Hand-harpoon in general use about 1857,
Fia. 3. Hand-harpoou now in general use on Scotch whalers.
Drawings by Capt. Willlam Adams, Dundee, Scotland.

196, ¥16. 1. English harpoon-gun and gun-harpoon now in use on Scotch whalers ...o.ooevee vonnun..
F1G. 2. An early form of English whaling-guhi. ccoeeeiam e oot el
F168. 3, 4,5. Mason and Cunningham mounting boat-gun; a recent invention. (Explaunation
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197, FiG. 1. Picrce and Cunningham darting-gun; a combined harpoon and lance used lax;.,ely by

Arctic whalemen, (Explanation with plate) ...... oo i aiiiiiiimiimana ciat.
F1a. 2. Cunningbam and Cogan gun; length, 33 inches; weight, 27 ponnds, used by Arctic steam

whalers with bomb 1an08.emcee coemat cane i i i cnrieercenrcvresneecaae vaea

F16. 3. Brand muzzle-loading whaling-gun and bomb lance . .o.ccowovemmommnecan il

193. Fi6s. 1, 2, 3, 4. Pierce bomb-lance, (Explanation on page opposite plate)...... ........ ......
¥16. 5, Pierce and Eggers breech-loading gun, (Explanation on page opposite platej ....... ..

199. Whaling rocket. (Explanation on page opposite plate).........._.. G eeeeceaneas
200. Boat fastened to whale by harpoon and line ; killing the whale with bomb Ia,uce ...............

¥rom painting by J. 8. Ryder. )
201, Natives harpooning the belnga, or white whale, at Cool’s Inlet, Alnska...cue aienniaan et

Drawing by H. W, Elliott, 1883.

202, Aleuts planting glass, obsidian, and jade darts in a school of humpback whales at Akoon Island,

BOTinE B8 i nune iee e oo ce e iaemce e amne een sane eacc seaaecaeeee smenat enasaeaan

Drawing by H. W. Elliott, 1883, -

203. Makah Indians whaling at entrance to Fuca Stratts ................0 L
Drawing by H. W. Elliott, 1883.

204, Cutting in the bowhead and sperm whales. (Explanation on page opposite plate) ...... cevans
Drawings by Capt. ©. M. Scammon and Capt. W. M, Barnes.

205. F1a. 1, Boat spade to stop running whale...._. N aeeesacmen semn wo oo ceesmcesemee e aan.aane
Fi1g. 2. Narrow cutting spade or thin boat spade ..eeceaoen caevaeimimne oo oo, reeeeaane
F16. 3. Flat or round shank spade..cc.. oo i it
F1a. 4. Cutting spade for scarfing blubber ... cc.c e reicecac i aana
¥ig. 5. Cutting spade for 1eaning UP ceeecmmuceee cammaeii et caen i iiccei e ceeccecnraaae
F10. 6, Half-round 8PAGe .cve.ere v coee vonameaevemmceaecaeooccienccas oo ccnaccccsccnacaners

206, Cutting blocksandtackle. (Explanation on page opposite plate) .......ooceiiiieaiiloaa,

207, A ship on the northwest coast of America cutting in her last right whale ......... e eamane PR

’ Drawing by H. W. Elllott from ® French lithograph designed by 1. Ruasell, of New Bedford.

208, “Bailing in the case” of a sperm whale ... ooi 0 (it i it teiia e

Drawing by H. W. Elliott from @ French lithograph designed by B. Russell, of New Bedford,

209. F1q. 1. Blubber mincing-knife,

F1a. 2. Boarding-knife.
Fia. 3. Monkey-belt,
Fia. 4. Wooden toggle.
F1a. 5. Chain-strap.
F1g. 6. Throat-chain.
F1a. 7. Fin toggle,
F1a. 8. Head-strap.
F1a. 9. Blubber-hook.

210, Whale-ships at Now Bedford wharf ; ship hove down for repaira; oil-casks .....ceeveeennreene.
From photograph by U. 8. Fish Commission.

THE BLACKFISH AND PORPOISE FISHERY.

211, Capture of a school of blackfish in Cape Cod Bay....ccce... tesseccucerasascaceanas sosanssnvans
. Drawing by H. W, Elliott from a sketoh by J. 8. Bydar.
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Indian porpoise hnunters of Passamaquoddy Bay. Canoe, rifie, and lance for capture of porpoise. II,
From photograph by T. W. Smillie,

Passamaquoddy Bay Indians lancing and securing & porpoise..... ceeeaes cnmececacacncans wevces I,
From photograph by T, W. Smillie.

THE PACIFIC WALRUS FISHERY.

Innuits of Baint Lawrence Island, Alaska, surprising and harpooning a herd of walruses. ...... 1,
Drawing by 1. W. Elliott.

The walrus ‘“coup,” Eskimo lancing the exhausted walrus, Saint Lawrence Island, Bering .

Ses. Mahlemut dresses, bidarka, baidar, &o., of Alaska ..... . I,

Drawing by H. W. Elliott. R

Innuits of 8aint Lawrence Island, Alagks, hoisting & Walrus. cceeacec cavcncvane. A 1,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

THE FUR-SEAL INDUSTRY OF AL.ASKA.

Map of Saint Paul’s Island, Pribylov Gronp. .ccace coecicvenccevavcoccnnneconn tammesccanason .o,
Surveyed and drawun, April, 1873, to July, 1874, by Henry W. Elliott. .

Map of Saint George Island, Pribylov GrOUP ceueetiii i iiire iivivceiaiccencncncenneancneeens 1,
Surveyed and drawu, April, 1873, to July, 1874, by H. W. Elliott.

Profiles of the east coast of Saint Paul’s ISland.c.ceecreevennce ccnetoncarcccavarcnccncaaas aana 1,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

Ordinary attire of men on the killing ground and of women and young childreu in the village. II,

Drawing by H. W. Elliott.
The north shore of Saint Paul’s Island, looking W.SW. from the sumumnit of Autchinson’s Hill.. 1T,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.
The North Rookery, looking west to Starry Ateel, Saint George Island, village of Saint George. II,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.
Natives selccting a  drive.” View over hauling grounds of ¢ holluschickie” or bachelor seals at
English Bay, looking west from Tolstol 8and-Aunes.. ccvccaeecervnrcmanecnvcerrannenas 11,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott,

. Natives driving tho ‘‘holluschickie.” The drove passiné over the lagoon flats to the killing

grounds, under the village hill, Samt Paul's Xsland.. e caceit i aneeccan e ccaaa 11,
Drawing by H, W, Elliott.
The killing gang at work. Method of slaughtering fur-seals on the grounds near the village,

Saint Paul’s Island ... ... ..... e cenacmaereseamesasencacane ceeamsomaceansannas caneannn o,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott. '

. Proparing fur-seal-skins for shipmentb. .o ceeceeevmvecnnan. teccueons s ruon e wecverenacasannane 1,

Fi1G. 1. Interior of salt-house, 8aint Paul’s Island ; natives salting and assorting the pelw
Fi1a. 2. The flensed carcass of a fur-seal and the akm as taken therefrom.
Fiq. 3. A bundle of skins ready for shipment.

THE ANTARCTIC SEA-ELEPHANT FISHERY.

8ketch map of Herd’s Island, Antarctio Ocean. Lat. 53° 10 8., Long. 73°30' B. _...cccvoeee.. IO,

Working sea-elephants at northeast point, Herd’s Island .-coveioaaenona.. voecenes . 1o,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott after Capt. H. C. Chester.

. Btripping sea-elephant blubber and rolling it in barrels to try-works; southwest beach, Herd’s

Drawing by H. W. Elliott after Capt. IL O. Chester.

THE SEA-LION HUNT ON PRIBYLOV ISLANDS, ALASKA.

Natives capturing the sea-lion ; springing the alarm...... ¢ emecrmseneecncane avmmas sume e on veee IO,
Drawing by H. W. Elliott, 1878.
Shooting the old males; spearing the surround; the drive ......ceccecrccermrcmecceecconcooanss I

Drawing by H. W. Eillott, 1873

. Natives corraling sen-lions at the Barrabors, under Cross Hiil, northeast point Saint Paunl’s
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Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

. Oil-pouches of sea-lion stomach ; seal meat frame; bidarrah covered with searlion skins;

gealor’s houses. . cceeccecarcana. seeessmwrer nabe snceneon cereecmemeammme vecestcunans anos 10,
Drawing by H. W. Elllott.
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THE SEA-DTTER FISHERY OF ALASKA.

234. Aleuts sea-otter h'unting south of Saanak Island; the bidarkies waiting for the otter to rise

agsain ..... € eeee eeimeeacmms e escanrctereecancsacenasaeacmeaoaeesanns sane vaoa
Drawing by H. W, Eiliott. .
THE TURTLE FISHERY.
235. Diving for loggerhead turtle; Morehead City, Nu Cueeceorninitiiiiaiit ceiinenet e aanas

Drawing by H. W, Elliott, 1883.
THE OYSTER INDUSTRY.

236. Oyster dredging steamer at work in Long Island Sound.. .. .. ..o .ol iaean,
237. Chesapeake Bay 0F8ter ArOdEeR cue -« cir o aee caamasomnmns cocamesmnnar cacce saenessaecan sanes
From specimens in U. §. National Museumn.

238 Oyster tongs and DIPPETS .. oo ve oamie it a e iece amemme cemee et raeae ceee cameaeaanaae

239. F1G. 1. Inclosed dock for oyster vessels at Perth Amboy, N. J ..o oo ciiiiiiiiin i oaan

F1aG. 2. “The Creek” at Keyport, N. J., with oyster boats, skiffs, and scOW8 .e.ccevenenrnnn....
Drawings by Ernest Ingersoll

240. A Lake’s Bay shippiog-house and ¢ platform ” for freshening oysters, Smith’s Landing, Lake's

Bay, NoW Jer80Y cccer eauces oerreaaecceaeaccsacnccsaeacacocansacesscanes snnneesanane
Drawing by Ernest Ingersoll,

241. Oyster-barges at foot of Wost Tenth street, North River, New York Clty e rerereteieeriecneeee
Drawing by Ernost Ingersoll.

242, Opening or shucking oystors in Baltimore packing-house .c..ce.oocerivieriinaiiiiiaaeacans
From a photograph. .

243. Baltimore oyster-shucking trough, Oyster knives of diverse patterns, used in Now Englaud,
Neow York, and the Chesapeake Xegion.......cveeeuieuieenomioincreniacreaeaece ccnns

FHE CLAM INDUSTRY.

244. Clam-diggers’ boats and shuoking-houses at Essex, Mass.............. ... ..ioioi....
From photograph by T. W, Smillie. -

245. Opening or shucking clams at 15856X, MaBB cevveerecrrnronocnsenecs cumerscmneocnnoncnessanenns
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.

THE CRAB FISHERY.

246, Negroes trawling for orabs on the Virginia and North Carolina c0ast8...cc.eceeecimaes covnnnaaa.
Drawiag by H. W. Elliott.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY.

247. Dory fishermen hanling lobater pots off Cape Ann, Massachnsetts ee-ccvenieciereniiiiaanien

From photograph by T, W. Smillle. )
248. Lobster fishing-boats of Bristol, Me cccoeeeiiciiianantannt A

Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.

249 Lohster Cove st Lanesville, Cape Ann, Massachusotts, showing fishermen’s boat-houses and goar.
From photograph by T. W, 8millie.

250. Sammer village of lobster fishermen at No Man’s Land, Massachugetts. ... ccccee veveecaninnen
Drawing by H. W, Elliott, 1882.

251. Lobster fishermen’s gear at No Man’s Land, Massachussetts. (Explanation on plate)..........

Drawing by H, W, Elliott.

252. Lobster-boiling apparatus at Portland, Me... ... .cccceeceecmememammnicoie oo cotccnancnan. .
From photogmph by T. W. Smillie, '

THE FLORIDA SPONGE INDUSTRY.

253. Sponges as Janded by the fishermen at Koy West, Fla., and ready forsale .....................
From a photograph. .,

254, Sponge-loft at Koy West, Fla .......... e mes e ceaasue sacescenns eann eetcetcmetrercneancnne
From a photograph.

255, Sorting, trimming, ard baling sponges at Koy West, Fla.uee cococe corannnnnn caeiceinecencuene
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PART XV.
THE WHALE-FISHERY.

1.—HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERY.

By A. HOwARD CLARK.

1. GENERAL REVIEW.

THE WHALING FLEET.—The American whale-fishery in 1880 employed one hundred and
seventy-one vessels, aggregating 38,633.38 tons, and valued with outfits at $2,801,650. Additional
capital, aggregating $1,733,000, was invested in wharves, store-houses, and oil refineries. The
number of men employed on the vessels was 4,198 and in shore whaling about 250. The largest -
vessel was the steam bark Belvidere, 440.12 tons, and the smallest one employed in ocean whaling
was the schooner Union, 66.22 tons. Most of the schooners and the smaller vessels of other classes
were employed in Atlantic Ocean whaling, while the largest and best equipped craft were in the
Pacific and Arctic fleets. The distribution was as follows: Ifive vessels in Hudson Bay, one hun-
dred and eleven in the North and South Atldutic, twenty-five in Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean,
twenty-two in the Pacific Ocean, and eight hauled up at home ports.

The greater number of vessels belonged in Massachusetts, one hundred and twenty-three
hailing from New Bedford, twenty from Provincetown, geven from Edgartown, six from Boston,
two from Westport, two from Marion, and one trom Dartmouth. New Londen, Conn., owned five
vessels and five hailed from San Francisco, Cal. The interest of San Francisco in the whale-
fishery cannot be measured by the number of vessels owned there, for alinost the entire North
Pacific and Arectic fleets are accustomed to make that place a fitting port and the headquarters
for reshipment of oil and bone to the Atlantic sea-board. :

The Provincetown fleet was composed almost eutirely of schooners employed in Atlautic
Ocean whaling. The whaling'grounds of Hudson Bay and Davis Strait are favorite resorts for
New London whalemen, while New Bedford vessels are scattered over all the seas.

Besides the vessel fishery there is a boat or shore whaling industry, which at times is quite
profitable. The principal stations are on the California coast and are manned mostly by Portu-
guese, On the coasts of Washington Territory and Alaska whales are taken by the Indians aud
Eskimos. The only points on the Atlautic coast where boat-whaling is carried on are at Prov-
incetown and one or two places in North Carolina; at Provincetown the business in some years is
. of considerable importance, as in 1880, when 4& whales were taken, yielding 29,925 gallons of oil,

and 8,750 pounds of bone. The principal species taken at the Atlantic stations is the fin-back
. . , | 4 9



4 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

whale, and on the California coast the gray whale. Neither of these species yields bone of great
value and both furnish but a limited quantity of oil. Humpback, sulphur-bottom, and right
whales are occasionally captured at the California and Alaskan stations, but seldom on the
Atlantic coast. R

THE PRODUCTS.—The products of the fishery in 1880 were valued at $2,323,943, and included
37,614 barrels of sperm oil and 34,626 barrels of whale oil ; 458,400 pounds of whalebone, worth
$907,049, and 85,465 worth of ambergris and walrus ivory. The Pacific-Arctic grounds were the
most productive, yielding oil and bone worth $1,249,990. From Atlantic Ocean grounds oil and
bone were taken worth $908,771.

The principal products of the whale-fishery are oil and bone, the former obtained from the
blubber and the latter from the jaws of the animal. The minor products are ambergris from sperm
whales and guano and glue made from bones and other refuse matter. Oil as it comes from the
animal is classed as sperm oil and whale oil, the former being derived exclusively from sperm
whales, and the latter from the right whale and other varieties, as also from blackfish and porpoise.
Walrus oil, taken by the northern fleet, is also generally classed as whale oil. Sperm oil is worth
about double the value of other whale oil. Northern whale oil is slightly higher than southern
oil and blackfish higher than either. ¥rom sperm oil is made refined oils for lubricating, and
spermaceti used chiefly for candles. The jaws of blackfish and porpoise yield a v‘ery superior
oil, employed for lubricating watches and clocks.

" Crude or unrefined sperm oil is little used, though about half the entire production of ordinary
whale oil i8 used in a crude state in the manufacture of cordage.

The oil is prepared at the refineries and sent to market under varinus trade names, as Spring-
make natural, Spring-make bleached, Natural winter, Bleached winter, and Double-bleached winter.
These names indicate the grades of oil and the processes of refining. The results of refining
sperm oil are three or more grades of oil and two qualities of spermaceti. From whale oil are pro-
duced several grades of oil, whale-foots, which is a tallow-like substance, and oil soap used by
scourers. ,

The refining of wha'te oils is carried on almost exclusively at New Bedford, which port is
practically the headquarters of the American whaling industry. When the business was
extensive there were several large refineries in active operation, but for some years past three
establishments have been enough to care for the entire production.* The process of refining varies
according to the kind of oil, yet in some essentials the methods are alike for all.

‘When landed from the vessels the oil is in wooden casks, varying in size from a few gallons to
a bogshead or more in capacity. If not sold at once to the refiners it is stored on the wharves or
in sheds, being covered with seaweed and boards to protect the barrels from leakage by exposure
to the sun. It sometimes remains in this condition for many months or even years.

At the refinery the oil is drained into vats and the casks rinsed out with hot oil, recoopered,
and made ready for another cruise, or sold to be sent to Africa for shipping palm oil.

In the refining process the oil is first heated, when pieces of blubber and foreign matter settle,
and the clear oil is again put in casks to be packed in ice pits and subjected to the freezing
process, which partially congeals or granulates it. The next step in the refining is to strain the
oil through woolen cloths to separate the foots, and it is then put in cotton bags, and submitted
to heavy pressure, which further separates the oil from the solid matter, leaving in the bags, if
sperm oil, spermaceti, which js farther heated and refined, or in the case of whale oil leaving
whale-foots, extensively used by tanners for softening leather. The various grades of oil are
obtained by further heating and pressing, and by the admixture of chemicals to clarify or bleach it.

® Refineries have recently (1885) been established at San L‘raﬁcisco, Cal.
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Sperm oil is used chiefly as a lubricator, for which purpose it is unsurpassed. Whale oil is
employed in many indusfries, but chiefly by tanners in the preparation of leathers, Blackflsh oil
is specially good in preparing morocco. Whale oil, mixed with black lead and paraffine oil, is
used for lubricating car axles and wheels.

Spermwaceti is used in medicine, in laundries, and for other minor purposes, but is used
chiefly for the manufacture of candles; a pétent candle of superior quality is made from i)araﬁine
and spermaceti mixed.

Whalebone requires comparatively little preparation to fit it for use by whip-makers, dress-
makers, and numerous other tradesmen. It is received from the vessels in bundles of slabs vary-
ing from a foot to 15 feet in length. These slabs are scraped, steamed, cut, and split into suitable
sizes for use.

The whalebone workers of the United States recognize five varieties of bone; (1) Arctic, from
the Bowhead or Polar whale; this is the largest bone, and is used principally in the manufacture
of whips and dress bone; (2) Northwest, which is the heaviest bone, and is used for whips and
canes; (3) South Sea, which is fine and short, used for whips and dress bone ; (4) Humpback,
short and black, speeially suitable for corsets; (5) Finback, short and coarse, used for corsets.
Some slabs of bone have longitudinal streaks of white or light yellow. The white portion is of
greater value than the black, and is thought by the workers to be caused by disease,

Ambergris, when pure, is worth more than its weight in gold. It is used in the préparation
of fine perfumery, having the property of thoroughly and permanently uniting the ingredients.
It is found in the intestines of the sperm whale, and is a very uncertain article. Many whalers
bave cruised the seas for years and never found an ounce, while fortunate ones have secured a
hundred pounds or more of the precious substance in a single year. It is supposed to be a
product of a disease in the animal similar to indigestion. This theory of its origin is supported
by the fact that particles of cuttle-fish, the chief food of the sperm whale, are often found in the
ambergris, and the location of the substance in the intestines also supports this theory. In 1858
a New Bedford vessel secured 600 pounds of ambergris, worth $10,600; in 1878 the Adeline Gibbs,
of New Bedford, brought home 136 pounds that sold for $23,000. The total quantity received
from the American whaling fleet from 1836 to 1880 was 1,667 pounds.

A full discussion of ambergris and the manner of obtaining it, is given in the section of this
report treating of the Preparation of Fishery Products. '

DEOLINE OF THE FISHERY.—Starbuck, in 1877, thus discussed the causes of the decline of the
whale-fishery : _

“On the 1st of January, 1877, the entire fleet was reduced to 112 ships and barks, and 51 brigs
and schooners, having a total capacity of 37,828 tons.*

“It will be well to see to what causes this decline is attributable. Many circumstances have
operated to bring this about. The alternate stimulus and rebuff which the fishery received as a
short supply and good prices led to additions to the fleet and an overstock and decline in values,
were natural, and in themselves probably formed no positive impediment. The increase in popu-
lation would have caused ap increase in comsumption beyond the power of the fishery to supply,
for even at the necessarily high prices people would have had light. But other things occurred.
The expense of procuring oil was yearly increasing, when the oil-wells of Pennsylvania were opened,
and a source of illumination opened at once plentiful, cheap, and good. Its dangerous qualities
at first greatly checked its general use, but these removed, it entered into active, relentless com-
petition with whale oil, and it proved the more powerful of the antagonistic forces.

* The lowest ebb was reached on the 18t of January, 1875, when the fleot consisted of 119 ships and barks, and 44
brigs and schooners, with & capacity of 37,733 tous.
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“The length of voyages increased from two years for a cargo of sperm and from nine to fifteen
months for a cargo of whale oil to four years to fill the latter, while the former was practically
abandoned as a separate business* after it became necessary to make voyages of four, five, and
even 8ix years, and then seldom return with a full cargo. As a matter of necessity the fitting of
ships became far more expensive, a rivalry in the furnishing adding perbaps considerably to the
outlay. Vessels were obliged to refit each season at the various islands in the Pacific, usually at
the port of Honolulu when passing in its vicinity, and the bills drawn upon the owners on these

- occasions were 80 enormous as to call forth loud and frequent complaints ; and in later years the
only available western fishery was in the North Pacific and Arctic Oceans, where disasters were
the rule and immunity from them the exception, théreby incurring, when the vessels were not lost,
heavy bill for repairs, besides the ordinary ones of refitting.

" ¢ Again, during the later days of whaling, more particularly immediately after the discovery
of the gold mines in California, desertions from the ships were numerous and often causeless,
generally in such numbers as to seriously cripple the efficiency of the ship. In this way large
numbers of voyages were broken up and hundireds of thousands of dollars were sunk by the owners.
During a portion of the time many ships were fired by their refractory and mutinous crews, some
of them completely destroyed, others damaged in amounts varying from a few hundred to several
thousand dollars. Crews would apparently ship simply as a cheap manner of reaching the gold
mines, and a ship’s company often embraced among its number desperadoes from various nations,
fit for any rascality which might best serve them to attain their end. They took no interest in
the voyage, nor cared aught for the profit or loss that might accrue to the owners. In order to
recruit, it became necessary, particularly during the ten years next succeeding the opening of the

~ gold mines, to offer heavy advance-wages, and too often these were paid to a set of bounty-jumpers,

as such men were termed in the Army during the late war, who only waited the time when the ship
made another port to clandestinely dissolve connection with her and hold themselves in readiness
for the next ship. Unquestionably there were times when men were forced to desert to save their
lives from the impositions and severity of brutal captains, but such cases were undoubtedly very
rare. Formerly, the crews were composed almost wholly of Americans, but latterly they were
largely made up of Portuguese shipped at the Azores, a mongrel set shipped anywhere along the
western coast of South America, and Kanakas shipped at the Pacific islands. There were times,
when the California fever was at its highest, that the desertions did not stop with the men, but

officers and even captains seemed to vie with the crew in defrauding the men from whose hands .

they had received the property to hold in charge and increase in value.
“Another source of loss was, strangely enough, to be found in the course of the consular agents

_ sent out by our Government to protect the interests of our whalemen. Many and bitter were the

complaints at the extortionate charges and percentages demanded by many of these men.t

‘«As another important source of the decline in this business must be regarded the scarcity and
shyness of whales. Prior to the year 1830 a ship with a capacity for 2,000 barrels would cruise
in the Pacific Ocean and return in two years with a cargo of sperm-oil. The same ship might go

" to Delago or Woolwich Bay and fill with whale-oil in about fifteen months, or to the coast of

* Always excepting, of course, Atlantic whalers. Bperm-whaling in the Atlantic has always been pursued by the
bulk of the Provineetown vessels and by quite a fleet of schooners and Lrigs from other ports. 'Chereisan occasional
revival of this pursuit in larger veseels at intervals of a few yoars, at present some of the most successful voyages
being made by ships and barks cruising for sperm whales in this ocean.

tIn many cases justice (1) seems to have been meted more in accordunce with the requirements of the income of
our representatives than with those of abstract right, and it has happened that the case of an arbitrary, cruel cap-
tain against some unfortunately weak and impecunious sailor has Leen decided on the time-honored (among barba-
rians) maxims that ‘‘might makes right,” and ¢ the king can do no wrong.” ’
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Brazil and return in nine months full of the oil peculiar to the whales of those seas; but, as has
been previously remarked, this has all changed, and the length of the voyage has become entirely
* disproportioned to the quantity of oil returned.

“Briefly, then, this is the case. Whaling as a business has declined: 1st, from the scarcity
and shyness of whales, requiring longer and more expensive voyages; 2d, extravagance in fitting
out and refitting ; 3d, the character of the men engaged ; 4th, the introduction of coal oils.

“Of late years sperm-whaling in the Atlantic Ocean has been revived with some success, but
the persistency with which any field is followed up makes its yield at least but temporary. It
may perhaps be a question worthy of serious consideration whether it is policy for the United
States Government to introduce the nse of coal oils into its light-house and similar departments,
to replace the sperm oil now furnished from our whaling ports, and thus still further hasten the
ultimate abandomuent of a pursuit upon the resources of which it draws so heavily in the day of
its trouble,* or whether this market—the only aid asked from the Government—may still continue
at the expense of a few dollars moro per year.’t

2. WHALING-GROUNDS.}

DISTRIBUTION OF WHALES.—A Whajle\-ship leaving her home port mans her mast-head as
soon as she leaves soundings, and from that time is in constant hope of seeing whales. There are
certain portions of the ocean where whales abound, and many large tracts where vessels rarely
make a stop; still it is not unusnal even in the more barren spaces to hear from aloft the welcome
cry “there she blows.” Many of the grounds where vessels were formerly very successful are now
entirely abandoned and others are but seldom visited. . There are now no sperm whalers from the
United States on the Indian Ocean or North Pacific grounds, and very few cruising in the West
Pacitic Ocean, but nearly all of the vessels at present engaged in this branch of the fishery resort
to the grounds in the North and South Atlantic and the eastern part of the South Pacific Oceans.

At an early period in the development of the whale fishery there was little difficulty in
securing a eargo in a short time. Whales were abundant near shore and in very many parts of
the ocean. They were taken in great numbers by the Dutch and by the Englisﬁ at Spitzbergen
and off the east coast of Greenland, upon grounds that have not been frequented for many
years.§ Later they were abundant in Davis Strait, where they were pursued by a considerable
fleet of vessels. They are still taken there in limited numbers by a fleet of about a dozen Scotch
steamers. Toward the close of the last century began the discovery of prolific grounds for right
whales in the South Atlaustic, and of the famous South Pacific sperm and right whale grounds., In
the present century important fields have been discovered in the North Pacific and Arctic Oceans,

* The London Mcrcantile Gazette, of Octobor 22, 1852, said: ‘‘The number of American ships engaged in the
Southern whale-fishery alone would of themselves Le nearly sufficient to man any ordinary fleet of ships-of-war
which that country might require to send to sea.” Instances are not wanting, indeed, whore whalemen have under-
taken yeoman’s service for their country. Thus, in November, 1846, Captain Simmons, of the Magnolia, and Capt.
John'8. Barker, of the Edward, both of New Bedford, hearing that the garrison at San Jos6, Lower Californin, was
in imminent danger, launded their crows and marched to its relief. Nor were their good services toward foreign gov-
ernments in peace less honorable to the country than in war, for when the Government buildings at Honolulu were
burning some yeurs ago, and entire and disastrous destruction threatened, American whalemen rushed to the rescue
and quenched the flames, already beyond the control of the natives. During the robellion, of 5,956 naval officers,
Massachusetts furnished 1,226, Maine 449, Connecticut 264, New Hampshire 175, Rhode Island 102, and Vermont 81,

1 Report U. 8. Commission of Fish and Fisheries for 1875-'76.

{ Special acknowledgments are due Capt. H. W. Seabury, of New Bedford, Mass., and Capt. William M. Barnes,
of Nashua, N. H., for information on this subject.

§ The east coast of Greenland has recently again become o cruising ground for the whalers of Norway and Scotland.
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among which are the Japan, Northwest, and Okhotsk grounds, now well nigh abandoned. The
Arctic grounds north of Bering Strait were first visited in 1848 by the Superior, under Captain
Roys, and these grounds have since been by far the most important for the production of whale.
bone and a superior quality of whale oil. ‘

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF VARIOUS GROUNDS.—The relative importance of the various
oceans to the whale-fishery during recent years is shown by the following facts: Of the sperm
oil taken by the American whaling fleet from 1870 to 1880, 55 per cent. was from the North and
South Atlantic grounds; 33 per cent. from the Pacific; and 12 per cent. from the Indian Ocean.
Of the whale oil taken during the same period, 58 per cent. was by the North Pacific fleet from the
region north of the fiftieth parallel, including the Arctic, Okhotsk, and Bering Seas; 24 per cent.
by vessels cruising in the North and South Atlantic; 10 per cent. from the Pacific grounds; 5 per
cent. from the Indian Ocean ; and 3 per cent. from Hudson Bay, Cumberland Inlet, and Davis Strait.
Of the whalebone secured in the same time 88 per cent. was by the North Pacific fleet; 5 per cent.
by the Hudson Bay and Cumberland Inlet fleet; 4 per cent. from the North and South Atlantic
grounds; and 3 per cent. about equally divided between the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The num-

ber of voyages commenced by United States vessels from 1870 to 1880 was 810, which includes
the Arctic whalers annﬁally refitting at San Francisco and other ports. Of these voyages, 382
were to the North and South Atlantic, 254 to the Arctic, Okhotsk, and adjacent grounds, 98 to the
Pacific, 45 to the Indian Ocean, and 31 to Hudson Bay and Cumberland Inlet.

(@) SPERM-WHALE GROUNDS. .

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF SPERM WHALES.—The sperm whale is very widely distrib-
uted in the oceans of the temperate and the tropical zones. They have been taken as far south as
56° south latitude in the Atlantic and in the Pacific, and as far north as 56° 12/ in the North
Pacific. Early authors mention them as pumerous on the coast of Greenland, but Beale* says
that they are seldom or never seen there by recent navigators. They are generally‘taken off
soundings, thongh they are sometimes abundant in comparatively shallow water, especially along
the edge of the ocean banks. Within the-limits included between 300 north and 300 south latitude
they are generally of smaller size than in higher latitudes. There are-certain cruising-grounds
especially frequented by vessels in search of sperm whales, and these will be described in order
beginning with those in the Atlantic Ocean, proceeding then to the Pacific and Indian- Ocean
grounds, '

The Atlantic grounds, from which more than half the entire production of sperm oil is taken,
are visited by both large and small vessels, the latter cruising cbiefly north of the equator and
remaining out about nine months, while the former make voyages lasting one, two, or even three
years, cruising over various parts of the North and South Atlantic and sending oil home from the
Azores, St. Helena, and other convenient ports. Vessels visiting the Pacific and Indian Oceans
are usually barks and ships,.and fit out for long voyages.

NORTH ATLANTIO GROUNDS.—Profitable sperm whaling has been found in the Caribbean
Sea, off Chagres, Blanquilla, and in other parts of the sea ; iu the Gulf of Mexico, particularly in
latitude 28° to 29° porth, longitude 89° to 90° west; in various parts of the West India seas,
especially in the Mona Passage and off the coasts of Cuba, Porto Rico, and St. Domingo, north of
the Bahama Islands, in latitude 28° to 29° north, longitude 79° west; on the % Charleston Ground,”
in latitude 29° to 32° north, longitude 74° to 77° west, and on the “ Hatteras Grounds,” extend-

* BEALE, THOMAS: Natural History of the Sperm Whale, London, 1836, p. 88, He says that sperm whales are
found from 60° north to 60° south latitude.
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ing along the edge of the Gulf Stream off Cape Hatteras.* Vessels cruise on the more southern
of the above grounds during the winter months and early spring, and work north and east as the
season advances. Their next resorts, after leaving the Charleston Ground, are in latitude 36°
porth, longitude 74° west; latitude 32° north, longitude 68° west; latitude 28° to 33° north,
longitude 480 to 57° west, and from latitude 33° to 45° north, longxtude 500 to the east of the

Azores.t
Among the favorite resorts in the North Atlantic are the « Two Forties” and ¢ Two Thirty-

sixes,” the former being in latitnde 400 nort;h, longitude 40° west, and the latter in latitude 36°
north, longitude 36° west. Vessels cruise here throughout the snummer and fall months and often
into December. The whales taken are of all sizes. Ships of late years have cruised from lati-
tude 43° to 46° north, longitude 25° to 32° west, also from latitude 48° to 50° north, longitude
210 to 240 west; and on the ¢ Commodore Morris Grounds,”} in latitude 52° to 54° north, longx
tude 230 to 26° west. Sperm whales are often seen and taken near the Azores. Good cruising
places, known s the ¢ Western Grounds,” are situated in latitude 28° to 37° north, longitude 400
to 520 west. Another resort is the ¢ Steen Ground,” in latitude 31° to 36° north, longitude 2i¢
to 24° west, where vessels cruise from August to November. Sperm whales are sometimes found
quite numerous along the southern coast of Portugal and Spain from Cape St. Vincent to the
Straits of Gibraltar; also near the southern side of the island of Teneriffe; north and west of the
Cape Verde Islands during the winter months; from latitude 10° to 14° north, longitude 35° to
to 40° west in March, April, and May, and in latitude 5° to 70 north, longitude 180 to 20° west,
during the winter season. Good whaling has also been found in the Gulf of Guinea near the
Island Fernando Po; also on the # Corpell Ground,” in latitude 5° to 9° north, longitude 22° to
3270 west.§

SOUTH ATLANTIO GROUNDS.—On the west side of the South Atlantic, sperm whale grounds
were formerly found on and near the Carabellas banks in latitude 17° to 19° south from the coast
of Brazil to longitude 35© west ; also in about latitude 23° south, longitude 39° to 42° west. The
smaller class of vessels cruised on these grounds, capturing mostly large bull whales, while large

® ¢In 1837,” says Captain Atwood, of Provincetown, ‘“the ‘ Edward -and Rienzi’ was bought for blackfishing,
und went on the ground south of the George’s Bank and towards Cape Hatteras. No whaling vessels had ever been
there before, and she found sperm whales abundant, and since that time the ¢ Hatteras Ground’ and the ¢ Charleston
Ground’ farther south, have been favorite cruising places for the Provincetown fleet.”

tOn the northern edge of the Grand Banks and the Guif Stream where the Labrador current meets the Stream,
making an eddy and a strong curreunt, saperm whales were reported in the months of September, October, and November.
The geographical position of this spot, as given by Messrs. Swift & Allen, of New Bedford, is latitude 41° to 48° N.,
and longitude 45° to 50° W. Care should be taken to keep a medium temperature of water.—J.'I'. BROWN.

$ This ground was first visited by the American fleet about the year 1859 and was then called the Camilla Ground,
after the bark Camilla. It has been cruised npon by many of the best vessels of the sperm-whale fleet.

§ Captain Tripp, of the bark Pioneer, makes the following condensed report of a cruise for sperm whales in 1873
and 1874 mainly in the North Atlantic.

On July 12 he found sperm whales in latitude 38° 05’ N., longitude 67° 45’ W., and on the 30th killed a large
whale in latitude 35° 45 N., longitude 45° 60 W. August 4 he again saw sperm whales in latitude 359 27/ N., longi-
tude 45° 16/ W. On the 27th took a large one in latitude 34° 37 N., longitude 39° 41/, W., and found them on the 3lst
in latitude 34° 37’ N. and longitude 39° 41’ W, On September 12 he killed two whales in latitude 35° N. and longi-
tude 39° 50' W. He croased the equator, but again worked to the northward and finished his cruise.

On March 29 he killed two whales in latitude 13° 58’ N., longitude 37° 28’ W., and another on April 28 in latitude
130 20’ N. and longitude 44° 25’ W. Sperm whales wero seen on the 1st,2d, 3d, and 4th of May in the latitudes of 13°
36, 13° 34,130 28, and 13° 22/, and in the longitudes of 44° 51’,44° 34/, 44° 24/, and 44° 20, respectively, but no catehes
were made ; on the 5th he killed four whales in latitude 13° 28/, longitude 44° 28°; two on the 8th in latitude 13° 18’
and longitude 44° 49'; threo on the 10th in latitude 13° 08/, longitudo 44° 25/, and four on the 12th in latitude 13° 5
and longitude 46° 22/. On the 13th sperm whales were seen in latitude 1.3°,>08’ and longitude 45° 14/, but nono were
killed. From that time on he had *‘ greasy luck.” On the 19th he killed three whales in latitnde 13° 06/, longitude
46°25, One was killed July 21 in latitude 34° and longitude 44¢ 12’ ; two on August 1 in latitude 34°45'; one on the
10th in latitude 34° 13', Jongitude 40° 17; two on the 20th in latitude 31° 26/, longitude 509, and one large one on
the 25th in latitude 31° and longitude 50°. He cruised in this locality fourteen months and obtained 1,100 barrels of
sperm oil.—J. T. BROWN. .
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vessels found good whaling on the ¢ River La Plate Ground” extending from latitude 30° to 400
south, and from 30 to 250 miles off-shore. The season here was from September to May, and the
whales taken were of all sizes. A few vessels continue to cruise on all these grounds, meeting
with moderate success. Large whales have-also beer found quite plenty in latitude 45° to 47°
south, longitude 55° to 60° west, where ships eruise from November to May.

Passing across to the east side of the ocean we find good whaling grounds along the coast
of Africa, also around the islands of Ascension gnd St. Helena. The principal resorts are in
latitudes 4° to 23° south, longitude 9° to 10° west; around St. Helena; latitude 34° south,
longitude 0° to 7° west ; also a few degre es east of the meridian in the same latitude; and on the
“Carroll Ground” in latitude 32° south, longitude 7° east. The time for cruising on the more
southern of the above grounds is from September to May, and farther north during the whole
year.

SouTH PACIFIC GRrOUNDS.—Sperm whales are often seen off Cape Horn, and it is the opinion
of most whalers that they pass from one ocean to the other in their migrations. Captain Seabury
writes that he has himself on two occasions taken large sperm whales within sight of land off this
cape. The grounds in the Pacific have been exceedingly profitable. From the time of their dis-
covery in 1788, by Nantucket whalemen in an English whale-ship, dates the great prosperity of
the sperm-whale fishery which reached its climax in the year 1837.

One of the most important and extensive grounds in the South Pacific lies off the coast of Chili,
extending from latitude 35° to 46° south, and from the coast 200 miles off shore. Within these
limits there are some specially favorable spots, as around the island of Huafo, near the south end
of Ohiloe Island, off Mocha Island, and off the port of Talcahuano. Around the islands of Juan
Fernandez and Masafuero, and from these islands to longitude 90° west, are good grounds. Ships
cruise here and farther south from September to May, and sometimes throughout the year, find-
ing mostly large whales.

Pagsing farther north we come next to the Archer Ground, which lies in latitude 17° to 20’
south, longitude 84° to 90° west, where ships cruise throughout the year, capturing large whales.
From the Archer Ground, all along the eoast to Panama Bay, in latitude 8° north, from the
shore to 90° west longitude, many sperm whales have been taken. Along the coast from latitude
12° to 18© south, also from latitude 10° to 14° south, longitude 86° to 90° west, were formerly
noted cruising places. The latter is called the “Callao Ground,” and is still visited by a few ships
that cruise throughout the year, taking medium sized bull whales, yielding from 40 to 60 barrels
of oil each.

One of the most important grounds in the South Pacific extends from latitude 5° south to
20 north, and from the coast of Peru to longitude 93° west, embracing the Galapagos Islauds.
“Most of the whales found here,” says Captain Seabury, “are cows and calves, though occasionally
a large bull whale is captured. The large whale is quite often found 3 or 4 miles from the school
of small ones, After striking one of a school the others sometimes stop around the fast whale,
which is called ¢bringing to’ or ’ brought to, when each of the four boats may fasten to a whale.
More frequently the rest start off after the first boat strikes and are pursued by the boats.”

Many ships have cruised on the Offshore Ground, extending from latitude 3° 30 to 5° 30/
south, and from longitude 100° to 120° west. The season here lasts during the whole year, and
the whales taken are of all sizes, though the majority are young bulls. These whales go in 8chools,
and the larger the size of whale the smaller is the number. This ground was discovered in
the year 1818 by Capt. George W. Gardner in the ship Globe, of Nantucket. The whalers had
been cruising along the coast of South America when QOaptain Gardner concluded to find new
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fields, and in his search he cruised over the ground extending from latitude 5° to 10° south, and
from longitude 105° to 125° west, where whales were found in great numbers. This new field.
was christened the ¢ Offshore Ground,” and continues to this day a favorite resort of Pacific
whalers.

On a belt of ocean from latitude 20 north to 2° south and extending across the Pacific from
the west coast of South America, large numbers of sperm whales have been taken, especially
from longitude 110° to 130° west, and also around Jarvis Island and the King’s Mill Group. The
whales taken near the equator are generally of the smaller kind.

Vessels have craised with some success around the Marquesas Islands, Low and Societies,
Navigator’s Islands, the Fiji group, and around New Zealand and Australia. The most noted
part of the New Zealand Ground is 20 miles southeast and southwest from French Rock, which
lies in about latitude 31° 30/ south, longitude 179° west. Other resorts included on the New Zea-
land Ground are on the Vasques Ground, in latitude 36° south, longitude 165° west; from lati-
tude 36° to 38° south, longitude 164° to 166° west; around the Three Kings, in latitude 32°
south, longitude 170° to 175° cast; 40 to 80 miles off shore east-northeast from Monganui and
east-southeast from Cape Bret; around Stewart’s Island, the Snares, and Chatham Islands.
Sperm whales have sometimes been found abundant all around New Zealand. Large schools of
great sperm whales abounded bere more than on any other whaling ground. Captain Seabury says
that ¢ several ships often get into a school of these whales at one time, each vessel taking
one or more whales that yield 100 barrels of oil. The season for cruising at the extreme south is
in the summer months, or from September to April, and on the northern ground vessels.cruise .
throughout the year. Hurricanes are sometimes encountered off the Navigator’s Islands and French
Rock, so that only the best of vessels are sent there.”

Sperm whales were once abundant all the way across from New Zealaud to Australia, and
around Tasmania; also along the shores of Australia, and near Wreck Reef, around New Irela.nd
the Solomon Islands, New Guinea, Kermadee Islands, New Caledoma, and New Georgia. Banker
Bay, New Ireland, was a noted place.

NorTH PACIFIC GROUNDS.—The most important ground in the North Pacific for many years
was off the coast of Japan, first visited by whaling vessels in 1820. Around the Bonin Islands, in
latitude 27° north, longitude 140° west, was also a noted ground. Vessels cruised all the way
from latitude 28° to 32° north, and longitude 165° west to 165° east. The Japan Ground
included -the region from the coast of Japan southeast to Bonin Islands, across to 165° west
longitude. The season was from May to November, during which time great quantities of oil were
frequently taken. The whales were mostly large bulls, and many of them very old, as was shown
by their teeth. ‘

Capt. William M. Barnes, formerly of New Bedford, writes: “There is now (1881) not a single
sperm whaler in the North Pacific Ocean, and in certain parts of. it, as on the old Japan Ground, the
Arctic cruisers in crossing have lately seen sperm whales in increasing numbers.” During the winter
season in the northern hemisphere the Arctic whalers occasionally spend a few months among the
islands of the Western Pacific, but otherwise these large grounds are now seldom resorted to by
whalemen. In many cases the sperm whalers find it difticult to fill their casks with sperm oil, and
so assist in making up their cargo by spending a few'nonths in ¢ humpbacking.”

Sperm-whaling was formerly carried on with good success around the Ladrone Islands, also
in the Sooloo or Mindora Seas, and around the East India Islands, where ships continued to cruise
until within about three years. The whales were generally very small, and mostly cows with
calves. A great deal of calm weather and strong currents are found around these islands and seas,
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‘We come now to the grounds on the eastern side of the North Pacific. In former years many
ships cruised around Cape San Lucas, near the Gulf of California, and along the coast of Lower
California from 10 to 50 miles off shore. Whales of large size were taken here in the winter months
by vessels that had spent the summer on the Japan Ground. Around the Maria Islands, near San
Blas, on the Mexican coast, whales were quite often found ; also in the Bay of Panama from the
coast to 90° west longitude, and farther west in the ocean from latitude 4° to 8° north, longitude
1000 to 110° west. In the vicinity of Owhyhee and other parts of the Sandwich Islands vessels
met with fair success.

INDIAN OCEAN GROUNDS.—The principal resorts of vessels in this ocean were off Port Dauphin
and around Madagasear in the Mozambigue Chanunel; around the islands of Mauritius and Bourbon
and the island of Roderique; around the Amirante Group, and Seychelle and Comore Islands ; off
Zanzibar and along the east coast of Africa to the Red Sea; off the island Socotra; along the
Arabian coast; around the Laccadive Islands and the island of Ceylon. Other resorts are along
the west and south coasts of Australia, especially in the vicinity of Cape Leeuwin and off Shark’s
Bay, on the ground extending from latitude 20° to 23° south, longitude 107° to 110° cast. From
March to July ships cruise several degrees off shore to the west of Australia and from October
to May near the land. The number of American whaling vessels visiting the Indian Ocean has
been gradually diminishing for several years, and in 1880 not a single vessel from the United
States went there for sperm oil. A fleet of about eleven sail of vessels, belonging at Tasmania, is
engaged mostly in sperm whaling, and some years they meet with good success.

SPERM-WHALE GROUNDS IN 1840.—The principal grounds visited by sperm whalers about
the time of the greatest prosperity in this fishery are thus described by Commander Wilkes, of the
United States Exploring Expedition :

** The following embraces all the different grounds in the Pacific visited by our whalers:

“(1) The on-shore ground; thatincludes the whole extent of ocean along, the coast of Chili and
Peru from the island of Juan Fernandez to the Galapagos Islands.

(2) The off-shore ground; bemg the space between latitude 5° and 10° south, longitude 90°
and 1200 west.

¢(3) In the neighborhood of the Hawauan Islands.

4(4) In the neighborhood of the Society Islands.

¢ (5) In the neighborhood of the Samoan Group.

“(6 In the neighborhood of the Fiji Group.

“(7) In the neighborhood of the King’s Mill Group.

“(8) Along and to the south of the equator, from the coast of South America to the King’s Mill
Group. '

“(9) Across the South Pacific, between the parallels of 21© and 27° south.

(10) Across the North Pacific, between the parallels of 270 and 359 north.

#(11) In the neighborhood of the east coast of New Zealand.

#(12) In the middle ground between New Holland and New Zealand.

#(13) The coast of Japau, and between it and Bonin Islands.

¢(14) The porthwest coast of America.

#(15) Coast of California.

“These, it will be seen, embrace a large field, and it might be supposed that a ship could
hardly miss finding the animals. Such, however, is not the case. A vessel may visit all these
places, and yet return home a ¢ clean ship,’ if she happened to be out of season. It appears from
experience that whales, in their migrations cougregate in the above-named places at certain times
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of the year, and those who are acquainted with the business endeavor to be early on the cruising
grounds. I shall now point out the times, according to the best information, at which the whales
visit the several grounds, and, although not a whaler, I hope to give such information as may be
useful to this class of my countrymen.

« For convenience of description, the cruising-grounds may be considered as included within
four sections or belts.

“ These belts are from 20 to 25 degrees of latitude in width.

“The first of which I speak is that between the equator and the northern tropic; the second,
between the tropic and 50° north; the third, between the equator and the southern tropic and
latitude 50° south.

¢ Within the tropics whales are almost always to be met with. There are, however, particular
places within this zone where they chiefly congregate. Whales are found in the first belt on the
north side of the equator, to the southward of the Sandwich Islands, and thence westward as far
as the Mulgrave Islands, for the greater part of the year; but the only spot or space they are
known to abound in at any particular season, within this belt is to the westward of the Galapa-
gos ; they pass and repass over the rest of this space in their migrations, and may generally be
found pear to or around the small islands.

“In the second belt they range from the coast of Japan to the northwest coast of America and
California ; this they frequent from May till November. In the month of July they are found off the
Bouin Islands, and between them and the coast of Japan. They frequent the space lying to the north-
ward of the Hawaiian Islands, and comprehended between the parallels of 280 and 35° north; and
within the meridians of 145° and 156° west, from June to October; and resort to the northwest
coast of America in August and September, and to that of California in November and January.

¢ The third belt comprises the ocean from the coast of South America to the King’s Mill Group,
including the Marquesas, Society, and Friendly Islands, the Samoan and Fiji Groups. Within
these are spaces known as the on-shore and off'shore grounds. The latter the whalers frequent
from Novewber to February, and along this belt they are found until the mouths of July and Au-
gust, by which time they reach the King’s Mill and Fiji Groups. There are, however, stragglers to
be met with in this space during all seasons.

“The fourth belt extends from the southern tropic to the latitude of 509 south. The most
profitable time for cruising within it is in the months of March, April, and May, to the eastward
of New Zealand. After that date, along and between the parallels of 220 and 289 south, from the
coast of New Holland to that of South America. The portion of sea between New Holland and
New Zealand is called the ‘middle ground,’ and is frequently found very profitable. _

“T'romn an examination of the particular localities in which whales are found most at certain
seasons, aud connecting these with my own observations on currents, I am induced to believe the
places of their resort will point more correctly to the neutral points or spaces of no current, than
any other data that we yet possess.

“These must necessarily become the rendezvous, or feeding-places, of these animals. The
determination of these points will, therefore, throw additional light on the systems of currents in
the ocean, by pointing out the neutral spaces. The chief resort of whales will be seen on the map
at one view; and when these are connected with the currents shown to exist by the observations
of the expedition and others,.they will be found to correspond in a remarkable manner with the
neutral spaces. ‘

«T have myself paid much attention to acquiring information in relation to the position of
these grounds from the masters of whale-ships, but have usually found their reports at variance
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one with another, and they have sometimes differed as much as 5 degrees in assigning their limits.
Their position, no doubt, varies much in different years; but even this will not explain all the
discrepancies of the statements.

“If we examine the seasons of the appearance of whales at certain islands, they will generally
be found to be between the beginning and the end of the summer of the climate, during which
time animal life is most prolific, and the food of the whale consequently abounds near the par-
ticular group. I have freqnently been told, and it is generally believed, that whales are partial to
‘warmth, and frequent few places outside the tropics. This, if true, would be singular enough;
but the main reason for their frequenting the summer seas at particular seasons is the procure-
ment of food, which is there to be found in greater abundance; and there appears to be little
" doubt that ip migrating these animals move with the currents until they find their food in plenty,
and then continue in such locality until it is exhausted.

“A number of instances are known, * * * in which, at certain seasons, strong currents have
been experienced in places where three months afterward they were found to have ceased altogether,
or even to have changed their direction. I have now particular reference to the northwest coast.

“Having pointed out the different belts in the Pacific, I will now refer to the localities in the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans where the sperm-whale fishery is most successful.

“'Phese, in like mauner, are found to correspond, and are connected with the obstructions of
the submarine currents, or the places where, from opposing currents, they become. lost.

¢ In the Atlantic Ocean: (1) Off the Azores or Western Islands; (2) off the Cape de Verdes;
(3) north of Bahama Banks; (4) Gulf of Mexico; (5) Caribbean Sea; (6) to the eastward of the
Windward Islands; (7) north coast of Brazil; (8) south coast of Brazil; (9) Carrol Ground, or a
space of ocear lying between St..Helena and Africa.

¢ In the Indian Ocean: (1) Off the south end of Madagascar, and between it and Africa; (2)
off the north end of Madagascar; (3) the coast of Arabia; (4) west coast of Java; (5) northwest
‘coast of New Holland ; (6) south coast of New Holland, and between it and Van Diemen’s Land.

“The periods of time allotted to these fisheries coincide with the time at which it might be
expected that the food of the whale would be most plentiful if brought by the polar streams.

“The Atlantic fishery is, for the most part, carried on in a smaller class of vessels than those
used in the Pacific; the voyages are of less duration, and less capital is therefore required in this
business than the other. In speaking of the cruiging-grounds, I shall follow the order in which
they are visited.

“ The first in point of time is that near the Azores. This ground does not extend more than
200 miles from these islands, and lies principally to the southwest of them. Here whales are
found during the summer months, and as late as October. These islands, it will be well to
remark here, lie in the route of the great north polar stream, and form an obstruction to its passage;
consequently the food is arrested in its progress, and is accumulated here,

“The next ground visited is off Cape Blanco and the Cape de Verdes, and it is also searched
by the outward-bound ships of the Pacific fleet. The whalers of the Atlantic next pass to the north
coast of Brazil, in the months of October, November, and December, and thence to the Brazil
Bank, and off the mouths of the Rio de la Plata, where they fish in January aud February; after
this they seek Saint Helena and Carrol Ground, which lies from 50 to 200 miles south of that
island, toward the Cape of Good Hope. On the latter ground they.rcwain during the months of
March, April, and May; and thence they pass to the westward along the South American codst,
to the eastward of the Windward Islands; thence to the Bahama Banks, Cape Hatteras, and
along the coast of the United States, home,
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“The smaller class of whalers seldom extend their cruisings to the south of the line, but after
they have visited the first two whaling-grounds they usually pass to the westward toward the
island of Fernando de Noronha, and thence along the South American coast until they reach
the Windward Islands. They frequent the Caribbean Sea in the months of January and Feb-
ruary, and farther to the westward off the peninsula of Yucatan and Cuba in April ; after which
time they proceed through the Gulf of Mexico to cruise off the Bahama Banks and Cape Hatteras
in May. Thence they pass northward, on either side of the Gulf Stream, to the eastern side of
the Grand Banks. :

“In the Indian Ocean, the south part of Madagascar, off Point Dauphin, is visited in March
and April; in May, June, and July the ground off the southwest coast of Madagascar, in the
Mozambique Channel, and upon both sides of that channel. The whalers usually reeruit in Saint
Augustine’s Bay, where supplies are to be had in abundance, and both wood and water are easily
procured. After this they usually spend some time off Cape Corrientes. with the cape and head-
lands on either side, and visit the Comoro Isles. Sperm whales are frequently found in numbers
among these islands, and ships usually do well in their vicinity, The African coast, from Mozam-
bique to Zanzibar, is good ground, and the latter is also a good port for repairing.

% Some ships extend their cruising during the northeast monsoon, from October to April, to
the Arabian coast, but the African is generally preferred. The Chagos Archipelago at times
affords some success, but it is very doubtful ground, and has not often been frequented. The
proper season is during the southwest monsoon. : '

“The most profitable ground in the Indian Ocean is the west and unorthwest coast of New
Holland, as far eastward as the islands of Timor, Lomboch, and Angier, and westward to the

~ Keeling Islands, including the coast of Java. . ,
» » * » » »* * * » »

“ Tt will be perceived how nearly these grounds coincide with the places wherein, according
to the views already stated, the polar streams are obstructed by land or islands, so as either to
interrupt their course or create such an impediment as to change it.

“The Sooloo Sea is the only place that remains to be noticed. American ships, however, have
seldom gone thither, but English vessels are reported as having et with much success there.”*

(b) RIGHT-WHALE GROUNDS,

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF RIGHT WHALES.—Tbe right whale (Bubalena) is found
in various parts of the world as’ far north as latitude 61° 30, at the mouth of Hudson Strait, and
south to the Auntarctic Ocean, though it is rare in the warmest latitudes. This whale, of which
there are several species in the different oceans, must not be counfounded with the bow-head,
or polar whale, which is called right whale by many whalemén, though quite distinct from it and
inhabiting mach colder waters, the bow-head being an ice whale and the right a temperate whale.
The prineipal right-whaling grounds east of America are in the South Atlantic, while in the
Pacific Ocean they are of about equal importance both north and south of the tropics.

NorTH ATLANTIO GROUNDS.—The North Atlantic grounds for this species are few in num-
ber. They are taken during the summer months off the .southern end of Greenland and to a
limited extent in the lower part of Davis Strait, near Resolution Island. Along the eastern
coast of the United States they are occasionally captured by shore whalemen, especially at the
whaling stations in North Carolina. During the winter months whalers find them on the Hatteras

* Narrative of Wilkes's U. 8. Exploring Expedition, vol. v,
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Gronnd, in the Gulf of Mexico, and in the Caribbean Sea. A few small vessels have cruised with
indifferent suceess for right whales along the west coast of Africa,in latitude 15° north, and in
QOenter Bay, about latitude 23° north. At no particular place in the North Atlantic are they now
abundant, though they were formerly taken in great pumbers close to the New England shore,
and eastward of the Newfoundland fishing-banks. .

SOUTH ATLANTIC GROUNDS.—The most noted grounds for right whales at the commencement
‘of the right-whale fishery in the last century were off the coasts of Brazil and of Patagonia, on what
were called the “Brazil,” or ¢ Main,” and ¢ False Banks,” and especially between the thirty-sixth and
the fifty-fifth parallels from the coast to 30° west longitude. The mostimportant spots were on and
about the above banks and from latitude 38° to 45° south, and longitude 38° to 45° west. Right
whales were also quite abundant in the vicinity of the Falkland Islands, which were first visited by
our whalemen in 1774 ; near the Tristan Islands, between latitude 28° to 42° south, and from the
meridian to 20° west longitude, was called the ¢ Tristan Ground,” and was a favorite cruising’
place. Good whaling was also found from latitude 34° to 43° south and longitude 24° to 28°
west. Other important grounds were along the west coast of Africa from latitude 220 to 32°
south, or to the Cape of Good Hope. Ships met with great success on the South Atlantic grounds
for many years, and it was not an uncommon occurrence for vessels of from 1,600 to 2,600 barrels
capacity to fill up and return home from the South Atlantic in one season, making the voyage in
from seven to ten months.

The grounds more particularly visited at the present day in this ocean are around the Tristan
Islands in latitude 36° to 380 south, longitude 100 to 25° west, from September to January; on
the east coast of South America in latitude 30° to 35° south, from May to August; and from
September to June aloug the coast of Patagonia in latitude 42° to 52° south. The whales caught
are of the regular right-whale species, the bull when full grown yielding from 40 to 60 barrels of
oil and the cow from 60 to 80 barrels, or about 60 barrels on an average. The whalebone aver-
ages about 300 pounds to 100 barrels oil in the bull, and 400 to 600 pounds to 100 barrels oil in
the cow whale.

INDIAN OCEAN AND SoUTH PACQIFIO GROUNDS.—We now pass the Cape of Good Hope to
the right-whale grounds in the Indian Ocean, all of which are at present entirely abandoned by
the Americans. On many parts of the ocean lying between the parallels of 200 to 500 south, and
from longitude 18° to 80° east, right whales were found abundant in former years, and a few
ships continued to cruise there up to 1879, though most of the whales have been killed or driven
from the ground. The most important places within these limits of Iatitude and longitude were
at Delago Bay, in latitude 260 south, longitude 320 east; east of Cape of Good Hope, in latitude
350 to 380 south, longitude 30° to 35° east; around the Orozette Islands, in latitude 45° to 479
south, and longitude 499 to 520 east; in the vicinity of St. PauVs Island, in latitude 32° to 38°
south, longitnde 70° to 80° east; and near Kerguelen Island, in latitude 48° to 50° south, longi-
tude 69° to 700 west. '

The season for cruising in the Indian Ocean is the same as in the South Atlantic. The best
months_for whaling dffshore are from September to May, and when inshore more whales are
taken in the winter months, when they can be found around the islands, near the rocks, and
among the kelp or seaweed. The whales in this ocean are smaller than those taken in the South
Atlantic, averaging 40 barrels of oil and 240 pounds of bone for the bull, and for the cow whale
60 barrels of oil and 360 pounds ot bone, or 600 pounds of bone to 100 barrels of oil.

In former years right whales were found quite plenty on the west and south coasts of Australia,
especially at Oape Leeawin, Geographe Bay, and King George Sound. They were also taken
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around Van Diemen’s Land, or Tasmania, which place, for the past ten years, has employed & fleet
of eleven vessels, principally in the sperm-whale fishery in this vicinity. In the year 1872 nineteen
vessels, measuring 4,917 tons, belonged at Tasmania, and produced 112 barrels of whale oil and
2,712 barrels of sperm oil.

The vicinity of New Zealand was once an important right-whaling ground, and is still occa-
sionally visited by vessels, that meet with moderate success, taking both right and sperm whales.
The grounds are both inshore and offshore; the most noted of those offshore, from October to
March, are from latitude 38° to 48° south, and longitude 154° to 1620 east. Commencing the
season to the north, vessels work south with the whales. Around the Auckland Islands and in
the vicinity of Stewart’s Island, from the land to 100 miles offshore, are good cruising grounds;
also from 369 to 45° south latitude, and 160° east to 160° west longitude.

Right whales were taken in abundance off the coast of Chili about forty years ago, and a few
vessels still cruise in that vicinity, making mixed voyages for sperm and whale oil. The season is
from September 1 to January 1, on the grounds from latitude 42° to 47° south, and longitude 75°
to 80° west., After the beginning of the year vessels work along shore toward the north as far
as latitude 35° south, occasionally anchoring in the bays and cruising back and forth between
the thirty-fifth and the fortieth parallels until May. The most noted grounds are Concepcion and
St. Vincent bays, near the port of Talcahuana, where they formerly cau ght their whales and tried
out their oi] while at anchor, sometimes taking 1,000 barrels of oil in a month. Some vessels used
to winter in these bays, though they-were not very successful in the winter months.

NorTH PAOCIFI0 GROUNDS.—One of the prinecipal cruising places for right whales in this
ocean is that known as the “Northwest coast right-whale ground,” or the ¢ Kadiak ground,”
situated near an island of that name off the Aliaska peninsula, and extending from latitude 50° to
60° mnorth, and longitude 130° to 160° west. The best portion of this ground lies between
latitude 55°© to 58° north, and longitude 140° to 152° east, and the most. profitable cruising season
is from April to October. The first whaling vessel to cruise here was the ship Ganges, of Nan-
tucket, commanded by Capt. Barzillar Folger. This was in the year 1835, from which time until
within a few years past the Kadiak was the most important ground north of the Japan ground.
The whales taken on this ground average about 125 barrels of oil each, the male or bull naking
from 60 to 100 barrels, and the cow whale from 100 to 250 barrels. The bone will average about
1,000 pounds to 100 barrels of oil,and is much longer than the South Sea bone. A full-grown
whale here has about two hundred slabs of bone, varying in length from 1 foot to 11 feet. Some
of these whales, though apparently good when taken, prove to be “dry skins,” making no oil, and
many of them sink -after being killed. The blubber varies in thickness on different parts of the
body, being from b to 15 inches on a 100-barrel whale, and on a 200-barrel from 5 to 18 inches.
The lips, from which oil is also taken, sometimes yield from 38 to 10 barrels.

Right whales are found and have been captured around the Fox Islands and in Bristol Bay
north of the Aliaska peninsula. In Bering Sea, along the coast of Kamchatka, there is good
right whaling ; also at the entrance to Okhotsk Sea, and in the southern part of that sea during
the months of April and May. They are also taken in the Japan and the Yellow Seas, “In
former years,” says Scammon, “the right whales were found on the coast of Oregon, and occa-
sionly in large numbers; the few frequenting the coast of California are supposed to have been
merely stragglers from their northern haunts. Some, indeed, have been taken (from February to
April) as far south as the Bay of San Sebastian Viscaino, and about Cerros Island, both places
being near the parallel of 20° north latitude.” *

. “ Marine Mommalia, p. 66,
SEo. v, voL. IT—F%
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(¢) BOWHEAD-WHALE GROUNDS.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF BOWIIEAD WHALES.—The bowhead or polar whale is the
species formerly taken in great numbers by the Dutch and English whalers at Spitzbergen,
Greenland, and Davis Strait. It is the whale captured by the American fleet in the Arctic Ocean,
and is the most valuable of the right or whalebone whales both for the quantity and for the quality
of its oil and for the length and the thickness of ‘its baleen. In the English whale fishery it is
not distinguished from the right whale, but is not the same¢ as the species commonly known to
American whalemen under that name. The American right whale lives in more temperate waters,
while the polar or bowhead whale inhabits only the icy regions of the northern seas. The home
of the bowhead is in most of the waters north of the sixtieth parallel of north latitude. It is found
in lower latitudes on the Asiatic than on the Greenland side of America, being taken in the
Okhotsk Sea as far south as the fifty-fourth parallel and in the Bering Sea as far south as the
fifty-fifth parallel, whieh is the southern limit of the winter ice iu that sea. In the Greenland
Arectic the bowhead is not found south of Cape Farewell on the sixtieth parallel. The northern
limit of this whale is undefined.

The capture of the bowhead whale began at Spitzbergen in the early part of the seventeenth -
century ; it soon extended to the east coast of Greenland, and early in the eighteenth century
they were taken in Davis Strait and adjoining waters. It was not until the year 1848 that the
whalers pusbed their way through Bering Strait and established the very profitable fishery for this
species in the Pacific- Arctic.

The principal grounds visited by the whaling vessels of the United States in search of the
bowhead are as follows: . 4 .

ATLANTIC-AROTIC GROUNDS.—Off Cape Farewell, at the southern end of Greenland, from
June to August; also in Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay, especially in the vieinity of South-
hampton Island and near Cape Fullerton, that lies in about latitude 64° north, and longitude 86°
west. The vessels are accustomed to work through the ice in Hudson Strait about the middle
of July, arriving in the bay about August 1, and if intending to return home the same year
they leave the bay by the 1st of September. Many of them go into winter quarters about Sep-
tember 15, and spend the winter in the iée, taking advantage of the early and the late appearance
of the whales, as also occasionally capturing seals or walrus in the winter months.

In Davis Strait the vessels cruise near Northumberland Inlet in about latitude 650 north,
and longitude 68° west. COCumberland Inlet has also been a favorite resort for whaling vessels of
the smaller class, and they frequently winter there. Resolution Island, at the entrance to Cumber-
land Inlet, is a good ground for both bowhead and right whales during April and May.

The whales taken in these bays and inlets in former years would average about 120 barrels
of oil each, the bull 100 barrels, and the cow 140 barrels; but of late years they have been smaller
and scarcer. The yield of bone is usually about 1,300 pounds to 100 barrels of oil.

American vesgels at present cruise no farther north than the sixty-fifth paraliel, though the
Scotch steam-whalers, that carry their blubber home to be boiled out, frequently take their whales
as far north as the seventy-fifth parallel. The American vessels formerly went as far as Pond’s
Bay, in about latitude 73° north.

A further discussion of the movements of the Scotch whalers is given below under the head
of Foreign Whale Fishery. '

In the seventeenth and eighteenth and first part of the nineteenth centuries there were very
profitable whaling grounds for the bowhead in the vicinity of Spitzbergen and off the east coast
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of Greenland, where extensive fisheries were carried on by the European nations. These grounds
were not visited by vessels of the United States until within the past thirty years, and then only
in a few instances. The first American whaler sailing for Spitzbergen Sea was the ship Han-
nibal, Captain Royece, that left New London May 21, 1855, and returned March 21, 1856, with
only twenty-eight barrels of whale-oil. A second attempt was the voyage of the bark Tempest,
Captain Allyn, that left New London May 21, 1857. Captain Allyn states that he had under-
taken this voyage to the Spitzbergen regions by the advice of Hon. Thomas W. Williams, a
successful whaling agent, who furnished him with Scoresby’s journals and information obtained
by correspondence with whaling agents in Scotland, setting forth the frequent appearance of
whales in the region of ocean north of Russia. During the month of July these seas were eruised
over by the Tempest, but, ¢ although we sought diligently for whales,” says Captain Allyn, ¢ our
search was totally unsuccessful, and on the 9th of August we concluded to proceed to a more
congenial climate”* The vessel then crunised down through the North and South Aftlantic
Oceans, round Cape of Good Hope, on' to New Zealand, and thence to the Okhotsk Sea, and
after cruising with moderate success for two or three seasons in these waters returned to New
London in 1861. In 1865 a third attempt was made to establish an American fishery in these
seas, this time at Iceland by the bark Reindeer, of New York, principally for sulphur-bottom
whales. The first year’s work was unsuccessful, and the second season resulted in such little
profit that the project was abandoned. These three voyages are the only ones, so far as known,
that have been made by American whaling vessels to the oceans east of Greenland or north ot
Europe.

The Russians and Norwegians carry on profitable whale fisheries, mostly for the fin-back, at
one or two‘points along the coasts of Norway and Finmark. One of these stations is on an island
in Varangar Fiord, opposite Wadso, in Finmark. In recent years a few Norwegian vessels have
visited Spitzbergen in search of whales, as in the season of 1873, when six vessels, with fifty-seven
men, were frozen in the ice at the island, and seventeen of the men perished before assistance
reached them.,

PAOIFI0-AROTIO GROUNDS.—The fleet of whaling vessels eruising north of 50° north latitude in
the waters between the Asiatic and the American coasts is called the North Pacific fleet. It has
been the most important braneh of the American right-whaling fleet since 1835, wheu the famous
Kadiak ground, lying between latitude 50° and 60° north, was discovered. Here were taken only
the right whale, but in 1843 the fleet pushed farther north, and began capturing bowheads on the
Kamechatka coast. In 1848 a whaling vessel entered the Arctic in pursuit of these large animals
and met with good success. In 1839 there were only two vessels in the North Pacific fleet. From
that date to 1880 the total number of voyages made to these grounds by American vessels was
4,300, and the total cateh of whale-oil (including oil of the right whale, bowhead, and walrus) was
3,994,397 barrels, or 60 per cent. of the total production of whale-oil by the American fleet in all
oceans during the same period. .

The North Pacific right and bowhead whale fishery has always been peculiarly an American
enterprise, very few foreign vessels having participated in it. The principal grounds were
discovered by American vessels between the years 1835 and 1848, The most important whaling
grounds for the bowhead in this region are the Okhotsk Sea and the Arctic Ocean. The former
is at present of little importance, but fow vessels having visited it during the past five or ten
years, nearly all of the fleet preferring the hazardous, though profitable, whaling in the Arctic. The

*The Old 8ailor’s 8tory, by Gurdon L. Allyn, 1879, p. 85.
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bays in the Bering Sea are visited by the fleet on its way to the Arctic, and large numbers of
whales are sometimes taken in these waters before the ice permits the vessels to pass through the
Strait.

The North Pacific whale fishery was atits height in 1846, when 292 ships cruised in the region
north of the fiftieth parallel, between the Asiatic and the American shores. In 1868 there were
but 68 vessels in the fleet, of which number 41 were in the Arectic Ocean, 8 in the Okhotsk Sea,
and 19 on the Kadiak ground. In the season of 1830 the fleet was reduced to 19 vessels, all of
which cruised in the Arctic and captured a total of 265 whales.

“The principal herding places of the bowheads in the Okhotsk,” says Scammon, * were at the
.extremities of this great sheet of water, the most northern being the Northeast Gulf (Gulf of
Ghijigha), the most southern Tchanter Bay. The whales did not make their appearance in
Northeast Gulf so soon asin the bay. Whalers endeavored, as soon as possible, to get to the head
of Tchanter Bay, where they found the objects of pursuit in the intermediate water, between the
ice and the shore, long before the main body of the congealed mass was broken up, and before the
ships could get between the ice and the shore, even at high tide, the boats being sent forward
weeks previous to the ships. Soon after the ships’ arrival the whales avoided their pursuers by
going under the main body of ice, situated in the middle of the bay, where they found breathing-
holes among the floes. The boats cruised about the edge of the barrier, watching for them to
emerge from their covert, which occasionally they did, when chase was instantly given. I're-
quently, in sailing along this ice-field, you could hear distinetly the sound of whales blowing
among it, where no water was visible at the point wheace the sound came. The first of the season,
before the ice broke up and disappeared, when there were no whales about, the question was
frequently asked, ¢ Where are the whales?’ and as often answered, ¢ They are in the ice’; and, ¢ When
do you think they will come out$’ was answered by, ¢ When the ice leaves.” It has been established
Leyond question that this species pass from the Atlantic to the Pacific, or rather, if we may be
allowed the expression, from the Atlantic Arctic to the Pacific Arctic, by the north; and, too, it
is equally certain that numerouns air-holes always exist in the ice that covers the Arctic waters,
even in the coldest latitudes. These fissures are caused by the rise and fall of the tides, and con-
traction and expansion of the ice. Storms acting upon the water hundrerls of miles distant also
have their influence in rending asunder the icy fetters of those frozen seas. It appearsto us
not improbable that the bowhead has a feeding and breeding ground in a polar sea. And as
they have never been seen during the winter months in any other quarter of the globe, except as
before mentioned, it would appear that they must remain among the rough water and broken ice,
at the southern edge of the winter barrier, or migrate to some remote sea unknown to man.”*

The whaling vessels enter the Okhotsk as soon as the ice leaves, which is usually about the
last of May, though sometimes it is as late as July. Having anchored the vessel in a convenient
bay or inlet, the boats are sent out in search of the whales, and the animals, after being captured,
are sometimes towed ashore and cut up there, the blubber being rafted off to the vessel. This
mode is made necessary from the fact that the boats may be absent several days or even weeks,
and be quite a distance from their vessel. The difficulties incident to whaling in the Okhotsk are
told by Captain S8cammon in his history of the whale-fishery. The whales found here during
recent years have been much smaller than those taken at the beginning of the fishery, when the
largest sometimes yielded 250 barrels of oil each, and the smallest about 80 barrels. The cow
whales gave the most oil, averaging about 130 barrels, and the bulls about 90 barrels, the yield of
bone being about 1,500 pounds to 100 barrels of oil. The season closes in the Okhotsk about the

* ScAMMON : Marine Mammalia, p. 59,
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latter part of October, though vessels sometimes continue cruising throughout November at great
risk from the ice, and they have occasionally wintered in the ice in order to take advantage of the
late and early seasons. ’

Ships that cruise in the Arctic Ocean generally arrive in the Kamchatka and the Anadyr
Seas about the beginning of May, and continue cruising south of Bering Strait until the ice per-
-mits them to pass through the Strait into the Arctic, which is usually about the first of June.
Before entering the Strait a considerable number of whales are sometimes taken in the bays and
gulfs along the Siberian coast and about St. Lawrence Island. Oaptain Barnes, in the bark Sea
Breeze, of New Bedford, in the season of 1877, passed the Aleutian chain on May 4, and three
days after came up to the ice in latitude 56° 3¢/ north. Until May 23 the ice was skirted toward
the westward, and frequent ineffectual attempts were made to penetrate it. Land was sighted on
the 24tb, 250 miles west-southwest from Cape Navarin, and on that day the ice was entered. On
June 18, whales were seen off Cape Chaplin. The whales usually pass through.the Strait about
the beginning of June, and are followed up by the vessels that cruise along the western side of the
Arctic during the first part of the season, while waiting for the ice to open so that they may pass
to the eastward to Point Barrow. This time of waiting usually lasts from the middle of June till
the 1st of August, and is called the “summer season” or “between seasons.” It is spent princi-
pally in capturing walrus which herd on the ice floes in immense numbers in the vicinity of Cape
Serdze-Kamen. During specially favorable ¢ summer seasons,” as that of 1880, many whales ave
taken, and little time is spent in walrusing, but these weeks are usually quiet ones with the fleet,
the killing of walrus being considered » pastime by the whalemen.

As soon as the ice will permit, at the beginning of August, the fleet follows up through the
openings, capturing whales wherever they can be found. Most of the vessels reach Point Barrow
by the middle of August, and begin to push farther to the eastward, creeping along the edge of
the ice or entering the openings in search of their prey. Some of the vessels in the season of 1877
went as far east as Return Reef, and early in September they had all returned to Point Barrow.
From this time until the ice begins to close up the fleet cruises back and forth westward of Point
Barrow, reaching some seasons as high as the seventy-second parallel, which is about the most
northern cruising ground in the Arctic. The period from the middle of August until about October
1, when the fleet leaves the ocean, is the real Avctic season, and an exciting one it is.

Ships quite often anchor along the shores in thick weather, as also to % cut in” the whales, or
to “try out” the oil. Most of the ships leave the sea about the 1st of October, though sometimes
they stay later, at the risk of being caught in the new ice. “The general breaking up of the ice in
this region,” says Captain Hooper, ¢ commences in May or June in the vieinity of Bering Strait,
and continues until the first part of Septewmber, after which time new ice begins to form, although
the sea is not entirely closed for some weeks later. The heavy gales keep the larger floes in motion,
and prevent them from uniting in one mass. After October 1 the water is 8o chilled that a general
closing up of the sea is likely to occur at any time. Formerly the whale-ships did notf remain in
the Arctic later than the middle of September, but as whales grew scarce they prolonged their
stay each year, until last year (1879) they did not leave until after the middle of October. This
resulted in the loss of three vessels and two entire crews; a fourth vessel, the bark Helen Mar,
Captain Bauldry, barely escaped, bringing with her the crew of the bark Mercury, one of the lost
vessels. Her escape was effected by carrying all sail with a strong, fair wind, and forecing a passage
through the new ice, which was so thick that at times her headway was entirely lost until a strong
puff of wind started ber again. In this way the vessel worked on a few miles each day, reaching
Bering Strait about the 1st of November.*

® Corwin’s Cruise, 1880,
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(d) HUMPBACK-WHALE GROUNDS.

GEOGRAPHIOAL DISTRIBUTION OF HUMPBACK WHALES.—Humpback whales (Megaptera)
are found within the parallels of 60° north and 70° south latitude. They are seldom seen far
from land, but are generally caught in mild climates, within certain bays and along coasts where
the water is shallow.

The most noted places for taking them in the Atlantic Ocean are in the vicinity of the Island
of Trinidad and in the Gulf of Para, from 10° to 11° north latitude, and 61° to 63° west longitude,
also around Cape Verde Islands during the winter months, and on the coast of Africa from 30
north to 70 south latitude from June to October.

“ Some of the Provincetown whalers,” says Captain Atwood, ¢ prosecute both the humpback
,and the sperm whale fishery. They sail from port about the middle or last of Janunary and go
direct to the West Indies, where they whale near the shores of these islands for humpbacks.
Their whaling-ground for this species is from Tobago, latitude 11© 20/ north, longitude 60° 27
west, thence northward around the shores of the islands as far as the Island of Mariegulante, in
latitude 15° 52/ north, longitude 61° 18’ west. These vessels stop there until the latter part of
April or early in May, when they leave for the Western, Charleston, or Hatteras grounds in pur-
suit of sperm whales, and usually return home in September. Another favorite ground is around
the Cape Verde Islands, where these vessels cruise near the shore for the humpback during
the winter months and then go north to the sperm whale grounds.” .

In 1879 humpback whales were abundant on the coast of Maine., One of the most successful
whalers out of Provincetown that seazon was the Brilliant, an old pink-stern schooner of 17 tons,
which hunted this species off Deer Isle, Maine. Up to October 1 she had taken four whales, yield-
ing one hundred and fifty-five barrels. The Brilliant carried but one whale-boat, and tried out the
oil on shore, towing in the whales as they were killed. Capt. J. W. Collins reports that on May
17, 1877, when in latitude 44° 16/ north, longitudé 68° 59’ west, he noticed an unusual number
of whales and porpoises. ¢ There were more humpback whales than I had even before seen in
that locality ; appeared to be entirely fearless of the vessel; played around her all day, sometimes
coming up alongside within 15 or 20 feetf, their heads out of water 10 or 12 feet. At other times
they would lie on top of the water and lash it into snowy foam with their long, flexible fins.”

In the Pacific Ocean humpbacks are taken all along the coast of Ecuador and Colombia, from
Guayaquil to the Bay of Panama and on reefs around the islands of the Friendly Group, also
occasionally around the New Hebrides and the Fiji Group. They are also found in considerable
abundance around the Rosemary Islands, on the northwest coast of Australia, and around Bramp-
ton Shoals. The best grounds on the South American coast are in the Gulf of Guayaquil, which
lies in about latitude 3° south, and from here along the shore to the north as far as 3° north lati-
tude, off the villages of Tacaroes and Esmaraldas, in Ecuador. Ships occasionally anchor and send
out their boat for the whales, that must as a rule bekilled in shoal water, a8 most of them sink and
must be hauled up. The season for whaling on this coast is from February to August, beginning
at Esmaraldas in February, and working along south until, in June, the whales appear at the Gulf
of Guayaquil, and continue until Angust. The season on the Australian coast and aroundthe
Western Pacific group of islands begins about the 1st of June and continues into November and
December. '

Humpback whales are taken along the coast of Qalifornia at the shore-whaling stations,
especially at Monterey Bay. They are also seen and captured at Magdalena and Balenas Bays.
In many bays and around islands in the Alaskan territory and the Aleutian Islands they are
taken by the I’ndians and the Eskimos.
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Captain Scammon records the following observations on this species of whale: *In the years
1852 and 1853 large numbers of humpbacks resorted to the Gulf of Guayaquil, coast of Peru, to
calve, and the height of the season was during the months of July and August. The same may
be said*of the gulfs and bays situated near the corresponding latitudes north of the equator; still,
instances are not infrequent when cows and their calves have been seen at all other seasons of
the year about the same coast. In the Bay of Valle de Banderas, coast of Mexico (latitude 20°
30%), in the month of December, we saw numbers of humpbacks, with calves but a few days old.
Iu May, 1855, at Magdalena Bay, coast of Lower California (a-bout latitude 24° 30’), we found
them in like numbers, some witlt very large calves, while others were very swall. The season at
Tongataboq (one of the Friendly Islands, latitude 21° south, longitude 174° west), according to
Captain Beckermaun, includes August and September. Here the females were usually large,
yielding an average of 40 barrels of oil, including the entrail fat, which amounted to about 6
barrels. The largest whale taken at this point during the season of 1871 produced 73 barrels,
and she was adjudged to be 75 feet in length.” ®

In the year 1372 humpback whaling was successfully prosecuted at Panama Bay; Harper’s
and Tonga Islands; Chesterfield Shoals; coast of Africa; West Indies; Orozet and Desolation
Islands. The last two islands have been visited more especially for the capture of right whales
and sea elephants, though humpback whales were taken here and in other parts of the Indian

Ocean.
(¢) FINBAOK, SULPHUR-BOTTOM, AND OTHER WHALING GROUNDS,.

SULPHUR-BOTTOM WHALES.—The finback and the sulphar-bottom whales are found in most
parts of the different oceans and in some places are very numerous. The sulphur-bottom is the
largest whale known, varying from 60 to 100 feet or more. It is, like the finback, exceedingly
swift in its movements, and can be captured only by the whaling rocket or the bomb-gun. Captain
Seabury states that ““they sometimes follow the vessel for miles.” There can hardly be said to be
any special grounds where the sulphur-bLottom is captured, comparatively few having ever been
taken. On the coast of California the shore-whalemen have taken a few, and several were taken
s0me years since by the schooner Page, of San Francisco, off the port of San Quentin, Lower Cali-
fornia. An attempt was made about 1865 to establish a fishery for this species at leceland. “Two
or three small screw steamers,” says Captain Seabury, *“ were sent there from England to whale in the
bays, using for the capture w whale-gun and a large line to go through the bottom of the boat.
They were quite successful in taking the whale, and followed up the business for two or three years,
but the expense being greater than the income, it was abandoned. Beyond those taken by this
expedition off Iceland, there have been but few sulpbur-bottoms captured.” .

FINBACK WHALES.—This whale is takeu principally by shore-whaleueu, vessels preferring
more profitable game, as the finback has but little blubber, no valuable bone, and withal is very
difficult to capture. They are taken by the California boat-whalers, and for two years past have
been captured in considerable number along the coast of New England, especially at Provincetown,
where forty-eight were secured in the spring of 1880. The shore-whaling stations on the coasts of
Norway and Finmark are for the capture of this species.

GrAY WHALE oOrR DiviL Fisa.—The California gray whale, also called “devil-fish” and
“mussel-dig'ger,” is found principally on the coast of California, in the bays and gulfs and along
the shores, in shoal water. The most noted places are Magdalena Bay, in about latitude 25 north,
and Scammon’s Lagoon, in about latitude 30° north. They are also found and taken in the

* Marine Mammalia, p. 43,
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Okbotsk Sea and the Arctic Ocean. They are not large, and yield on an average only abont 30
barrels of a reddish oil. They are said to be the most dangerous to capture of all whales. The
bomb-lance or the whaling rocket is generally used in the ehase. On the Californian coast the
best season for the capture of this species is from November to April or May, after which time
they move north. They appear in October and November off the coast of Oregon on their return
south. This whale is known only in northern latitudes, and is not found in the Atlantic Ocean.
No great number has ever been taken. Captain Scammon, in 1872, estimated that the whole
number captured or destroyed since 1846, when bay-whaling commenced, would not exceed 10,800.

DISTRIBUTION OF BLACKFISH AND PORPOISE.—There are several other species of cetacea,
as the blackfish and the porpoise, that are widely distribated over the oceans, and are often taken
by whaling vessels, though they are not special objects of pursuit. Those fisheries for these
species are discussed in the next chapter. The white whale or beluga is found principally in the
icy waters of the north, and several hundred of them are annually taken by the natives of the
countries bordering those seas, as also by the Scotch whaling vessels visiting Davis Strait. These
vessels in 1877 took 935 white whales, and in 1876 they captured 700. According to Scammon
large numbers are captured by the natives of Alaska and of Eastern Siberia, where they ascend
the rivers for several hundred miles. They are taken in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and also by
the Norwegians at Spitzbergen. Nordenskiold* states that in 1871 vessels from Tromsoe alone
caught 2,167 of this species in nets. Their value was estimated at about $15 each. Both the
blabber, hide, and earcass are utilized, the latter by the guano factories in Norway. They are
also taken in nets by the Russians and Samoyeds at Chabarova.

ROUTES TO GROUNDS; SUPPLY STATIONS.

ROUTES TO WHALING GROUNDS.— Vessels engaged in the Atlantic Ocean fishery are of two
classes, those of small size on short cruises and those of large capacity that make longer voyages.
The former cruise principally in the North Atlantic, and are always on the alert for whales, work-
ing on all the grounds in this ocean, but especially those near the Azores or on the Hatteras
ground. They usually leave homein the spring and return in the fall, proceeding first to the more
southern and working toward the more norfhern fields. Some of these small vessels, however,
remain out for a year or even more, spending the winter months on the tropical grounds and often
cruising in the South Atlantic, where they obtain a quantity of oil to be transshipped from St.
Helena to the United States. They will work toward home, stopping in the principal equatorial
and northern grounds. The second or larger class of vessels are gone from home for from two to
three years, often cruisingon all the grounds in both the North and the South Adtlantic. They
usually go first to the Western Islands and from there work south or north as the abundance or
the searcity of whales on the different grounds may suggest. They frequently resort to ports at
the Azores or Cape Verde Islands, in the north Atlantic, and St. Helena, in the South Atlantic.

The Hudson Bay or Davis Strait fleet is composed of vessels of all sizes. They make voyages
lasting from eight months to one or two years. Many of them have been accustomed to leave
home in the spring and to proceed at once to the Straits in time to enter the bays and gulfs at the
breaking up of the ice. They spend the summer in search of whales, and may return home in the
early fall, or remain to winter in the ice in order to take advantage of the early movement of
whales in spring. There are no refitting ports to which they can resort, so that if the vessel be of
small carrying capacity she will generally prefer to winter at home rather than in the icy regions.

*Voyage of the Vega, vol. i.
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The Pacific-Arctic fleet is accustomed to winter in San Francisco or at the Sandwich Isl-
ands, and upon the opening of spring to proceed at once to the north, there awaiting the open-
ing of the ice to go through the Strait. They return to winter quarters in the late fall and trans-
ship their catches by rail or vessel to New Bedford. Vessels sailing from New Bedford for the
Arctic leave home in the fall, in order to pass Cape Horn during the summer season. These
vessels seldom stop on the various grounds in their pathway, but will not refuse a good chance to
take a whale wherever they may be. They are frequently absent from home for several years,
making annual cruises north from their refitting station.

Ships and barks that crnised in the Pacific Ocean in former years made their voyages in from
thirty to forty-eight months, or an average of about forty months. At the present time such a
vessel shipping products home seldom makes a voyage in less than three years, and sometimes
they are gone five years. The usual course of sperm and right whale ships when sailing in the
spring or summer is to look the ground over as far as the Western Islands, touch there and get
recruits and sbip oil, if they have any; then rum down and sight the Cape Verde, and sometimes
touch there for refreshments and ship men if needed, which is quite often done at the Azores or
Western Islands. They then cross the equator in from 24° to 31° west longitude, and, if bound
round Cape Horn, run along within a few degrees of the east coast of South America, generally to
the west of the Falkland Islands, and, passing through the Straits of Le Maire or to the east of
Staten Land, steer for Cape Horp, keeping as near to the cape as possible, to avoid the strong
westerly gales and easterly current that is usually found off shore. After getting around the
Horn each ship steers for its chosen ground. In coming home they take a more easterly course,
after getting into the Atlantic Ocean, than the passage out, so as to strike the southeast trade
wind in about longitude 28° or 30° west; then make a direct track for home.

If bound around the East Cape or Cape of Good Hope, after crossing the equator they keep
by the wind in going through the southeast trades,and when in latitude 28° to 30° south, steer
to the eastward and double the cape. If bound to New Zealand, they keep in’the variable wind
to the south of latitude 30° south, and pass around Van Dieman’s Land. If bound into the
Indian Ocean, after passing the cape they steer for their several grounds. If sailing late in the
season, and bound direct for the Pacific or Indian Ocean, ships keep the same course, except that
they go more to the south and avoid the Western Islands,

SUPPLY STATIONS.—The principal places in the North Atlantic visited by whaling vessels
for supplies or for transshipment of oil are the Barbadoes, Bermuda Islands, Fayal at the Azores,
and Port Praya at Oape Verde Islands. In the South Atlantic the most important places are
Pernambuco, Rio de Janeiro, St. Catherine, and Montevideo, on the east coast of South America.
On the African coast are St. Helena, Ambrozet, and Cape Town.

In the Indian Ocean, Mauritius, on the Isle de France,is about the only port whence oil is
transshipped and about the only place for repairs, though there are other places, as Zanzibar,
Seychelle Islands, Singapore, and someo of the East India islands, that are visited by the vessels.
On the west coast of New Holland, S8hark’s Bay, Geographe Bay, and King George’s Sound;
also, Hobart Town, on Van Dieman’s Land, and Sydney, on the east coast of Australia, are supply
stations for vessels cruising on adjacent grounds.

The principal places visited by whalemen in the South Pacific are Monganui and Bay of
Islands, on the east coast of New Zealand, Feejee and Navigator’s Island, Papeta, on the island of
Otabeite, and Nookaheva, one of the Marquesas Islands; and on the west coast of South America
the ports of San Carlos, Talcahuano, Valparaiso, Callao, Payta, and Tumbez. Only two ports are
much used for transshipping oil; these are Talcahuano, in Ohili, and Bay of Islands, in New
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Zealand. These, with Payta and Tumbez, in Peru, are the principal ports visited by ships. The
Galapagos Islands have some good harbors and are occasionally resorted to for the land turtles
or terrapin that are abundant there, On some islands wood can be obtained, and on the south
side of Chatham Island good water can be got with satety from November to May.

In the North Pacific the principal ports visited for the transshipment of oil are San Fran-
cisco, Panama, Hila, and Honolulu. Tacames, in Ecuador, Acapulco, on the west coast of Mexico,
Yokobama, Hakadadi, Guam, one of the Ladrone Islands, Hong-Kong, and Manila have all been
visiting stations. There are also many other places occasionally visited by the whaling fleet. TFor
the convenience of the Arctic fleet a supply vessel is sent from San Francisco to meet the vessels
at Bering Strait or in the Arctic and receive what oil they may wish to send home and supply
them with fresh provisions.

3. EARLY HISTORY OF BOAT-WHALIﬁG IN NEW ENGLAND.

~
COAST OF MAINE.

We find no records to indicate that shore-whaling was ever extensively practiced on the
coast of Maine, though drift whales may have been frequently cast ashore and cared for by the
shoremen. The following item, given by Hubbard in his history of New England, shows that
the people of Maine, in early times, were not versed in the handling of whales: ¢ In 1668 a sperm
whale fifty-five feet long was taken at Winter Harbor, near Casco Bay. The like hath happened
in other places of the country, where, for want of skill to improve it, much gain hath slipped out
of the hands of the finders.”

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH OF CAPE OOD.

There is little in the early records to show what interest the people of Massachusetts, north
of Cape Cod, had in shore whaling. It is probable that at Salem and vicinity this business was
carried onr in a small way during the eighteenth century. Mr. John Higginson, in 1700, writes
that at Salem, ¢ we have a considerable’ quantity of whale oil and bone for exportation.” He
writes again in 1706 to a friend in Ipswich as if he were concerned with others in boat whaling.
Drift whales were frequently fonnd, and claimants notified to prove their rights before courts of
admiralty in accordance with the laws of the colony. Boston papers of December 12, 1707, mention
the capture by boats of a 40-foot whale near Noddle’s Island. 1t is therefore inferred that whale
boats and implements for capture were kept in readiness in the vicinity of Boston.

It is probable that, as in recent years, drift whales were taken at Cape Ann and other points
farther north along the coast of Massachusetts, though we find no record to show a definite
business done in boat whaling at places north of Cape Cod.

BOAT WHALING AT CAPE COD.

Starbuck has called attention to the fact that the abundance of whales was one of the main
arguments for the early settlement of Cape Cod by the English, and has quoted some interesting
accounts of the manner in which the aborigines hunted the whale two centuries and a half ago.
In Richard Mather’s Journal of his voyage to Massachusetts, in 1635, he records seeing on the end
of the Bank of Newfoundland near to New England ¢ mighty fishes rolling and tumbling in the
waters, twice a8 long and as big as an ox ” and “ mighty whales, spewing up water in the air, like

® FrLT: Annals of 8alem, II, p, 225.
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the smoke of a chimney, and making the sea about them white and hoary, as is said in Job, of
such incredible bigness that I will never wonder that the body of Jonas could be in the belly of a
whale.”

As early as 1661, Sandwich, Barnstable, Yarmouth, and Eastham were included in a proposition
regarding the distribution of drift whales, submitted by the general court of Plymouth Colony,*
and in 1690, the people of Nantucket, finding that the people of Cape Cod had made greater profi-
ciency in the art of catching whales than themselves, sent thither for an instructor. t

The Cape Cod whale fishery in the seventeenth century, and perhaps later, was prosecuted no
doubt nearly exclusively from the shore, as was also done in Nantucket, and as to the present day
the sperm-whale fishery is carried on about, the Bermudas. A lookout was kept by watchmen on
the shore, who gave signals when a whale appeared and indicated his movements from their lofty
stations. One of these stations was on Great Island, at the mouth of Wellfleet Harbor, where, tra-
ition says, there were at one time ten or twelve houses and the first tavern built in Wellfleet.
‘Wellfleet was then included in the town of Eastham, and it was doubtless by the people of this
settlement that the petition was presented in 1706, which states, ‘all or most of us are concerned in
fitting out Boats to Cateh and take Whales when ye season of ye year Serves; and whereas when we
have taken any whale or whales, our Custom is to Cutt them up and to take away ye fatt and ye
Bone of such Whales a$ are broaught in and afterwards to let ye Rest of ye Boddy of ye Lean of
whales Lye on shoar in lowe water to be washt away by ye sea, being of noe vallue nor worth any
Thing to us,” and begs that Thomas Houghton or his assigns be permitted to take away this waste.}

Another of these stations was in what is now the town of Deunis, and is the, present site of
the hotel called the ¢ Bay House.” This tract was the joint property of Dennis and Yarmouth,
and was reserved until March, 1877, when it was sold by the mutual vote of the two towns at the
yearly town meeting.

Starbuck relates that in 1724 and 1726, in the prosecution of the wars between the Indians
and the colonists, some of the friendly Indians from the county of Barnstable were enlisted with
the express understanding that that they were to be discharged in time to take part in the fall
and winter whale-fishery. § B

-This would indicate that the boat fishery was still at that time profitable and actively prose-
cuted.

In 1737, a paragraph in the Boston News Letter stated, a dozen whaling vessels were fitting in
Provincetown, for Davis Strait, and that so many people were going that not over a dozen or
fourteen men would be left. Eastham also had a vessel in Davis Strait this year, and the Davis
Strait fleet from Mussachusetts alone is estimated by Starbuck to have consisted of from fifty to
gixty vessels. Tour years later Barnstable bad at least one whalmg vessel whl(,h was captured
by the Spanish, and in 1770 this port still had two whalers in the Arctic.

The size of the Arctic fleet of Massachusetts in 1737 would indicate that the shore-fishery was
falling oft in importance. Indeed a statement to this effect occurs in Felt’s Annals of Salem,
under date of 1748, where it is said, ¢ whales formerly for many successive years set in alongshore
by Cape Cod. There was good whaling in boats * * * . After some years they left this
ground and passed farther off upon the banks at some distance from the shore. The whalers
then used sloops with whale-boats aboard, and this fishery turned to good account. At present

the whales take their course in deep water, whereupon a peace our whalers design to follow
them.” ||

*8rarBuUck: in Rep. U. 8. Fish, Com., Part IV, 187676, p. 7. t STARBUOCK : L. 0., P, 17,
$ Mass. Col. MSS. maritime, IV, pp. 72-73, qnoted by Starbuck, 1. ., p. 30. $Lo.,p. 31 § 8S8TARBUOK: L 0., p. 33.
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This corresponds also with statements gathered by Starbuck from various sources to the
effect that the years 1737, 1738, and 1739 were very unfortunate ones for the people of Provinece-
town, Sandwich, and adjacent ports, ipsomunch that some of the inhabitants took into serious
consideration a change of residence.

The people of Yarmouth preserve a tradition that the early whale fishery of that region had
for its object the capture of humpbacks and right whales. As has been suggested, the number
of humpbacks taken must have been very considerable, yet the right whales must also have been
plenty in early days.

The Plymouth colonists, according to Thacher,* were inclined at first to settle on Cape Ood,
because large whales of the best kind for oil and bone came daily alongside, and played about
the ship, while the master (presumably of the ¢ Mayflower”) and his mate, and others experienced
in fishing, preferred it to the Greenland fishery. In February, 1738, the Yarmouth whalemen had
killed but one large whale during the season; the bone of that being from 8 to 9 feet long. Thig
was of course a right whale, and the thing in the occurrence remarkable to the recorder was that
a great many more had not been taken the same winter. In March, 1736, the boats of Province-
town took a large whale which produced 100 barrels of oil. Humpbacks rarely yield more
than 50 barrels, and probably wounld not have beenr classed among the numerous ¢ large whales”
taken in those years. Another argument in favor of the supposed early abundance of the right
whale in these waters, was that upon their becoming scarce, a large fleet was forthwith dispatched
to Davis’ Straits, where none but whalebone whales occur. The sperm-whale fishing of Cape Cod
was not inaugurated until about 1826, or at least not in a permanent way, though Starbuck gives
nine vessels from *Cape Cod” in 1789, eight of which cruised in the ‘Straits of Belleisle,” six of
which obtained about 50 barrels each of sperm oil, the other two about 80 barrels each.

In the early records of the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies are numerous orders
relating to drift whales, amopg which we find the following: ¢ At a session of the general court,
the first of the 8th month, 1645,” it was ordered as one of the duties of the Auditor-General,
‘‘that he shall take mnotice and looke aft*r wafes, strayes, goods lost, shipwrecks, whales, &c., or
any such things of y° like nature, w* y° pticuler owner is not knowne ; and y® country may claime
a priviledge in or comon right unte’*t July 4, 1656, it was ¢ ordered by the court that wheras
the countrey hath receined great dammage by a defect in the order about the barrell of oyle due for
euery whale taken on drift or cast on shore as is expressed in the said order by leakquage of
Oaske or otherwise; the court haue ordered that for the future all such oyle as shalbee due and
payable as aforsaid shalbee deliuered att Boston, viz, a full barrell of marchantable oyle for euery
whale and the fraight therof discharged by those that deliuer it, the said oyle to bee deliuered att
Boston to such as the Treasurer shall appoint from yeare to year and a receipt taken from such
as to whome it is deliuered shalbee a discharge to those that deliver it.”}{ In 1661 it was
‘enacted by the Court and the Authoritie therof that whosoeuer taketh any whale on drift att
sea without those bounds and limites alreddy sett and bring them on shore hee shall have the one
balfe and the Countrey the .other halfe; and the Countrey to allow Caske for theire pte of the oyle.
That whosoeuer shall find any whale on shore on the Cape or elsewhere that i3 out of any Townese
bounds and is on the Countreyes bounds or limittes shall allow the Countrey two hogsheads of oyle
cleare and payed to the Countrey.”§

On the 3d of June, 1662, it was resolved that ¢ wheras there hath bine much controversye
occationed for want of a fall and cleare settlement of matter relateing into such whales as by Gods

*Quoted by Starbuck, .. ., p. 5. { Plymouth Colony Records, X1, p. 208,
$+Records of Massachusetts, 11, p. 143, " § Ibid., XI. p.66.
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providence doe fall into any pte of this Jurisdiction. This Court doth therfore order for the pre-
vention of any discontent or controversy for the future and for a finall Issue and settlement soe
farr as in the Court lyeth about the same; that for all such whales as by Gods providence shalbee
cast on shore on any pte of this goutment or shalbee by any cut vp att sea and brought on shore in
the Gourment; there shalbee for every such flish one full hogshead of Marchauntable oyle payed
into the Countrey delivered att Boston by such townes or psons as are Interested in the lands where
they fall or shall soe catt vp any ffish att sea; and incase that any ffish bee soe considerably torne
or wasted that a full quarter pte bee gone; then to pay but halfe a hogshead and for such Incon-
siderable peeces of flish as are lesse then halfe they shall pay nothing; and for the resedew of such
flish or the produce of them as remaines the Countreyes pte being discharged. It shalbee freely
att the dispose of such Townes wliere it falls or for the Benifett of such as Cutt them vp; if taken
on drift without such bounds as have bine formerly sett; the same being still continowed.”

Ou the 4th of November, 1690, it was—

“Qrdered, that for the prevention of contests and suits by whale killers :—

¢«1, This Court doth order, that all whales killed or wounded by any man & left at sea, st
whale killers that killed or wounded s¢ whale shall presently repaire to some prudent person
whome the Court shall appoint, and there give in the wounds of s* whale, the time & place
when & where killed or wounded ; and s person so appointed shall presently comitt it to record,
and his record shall be allowed good testimony in law.

« 92, That all whales brought or cast on shore shall be viewed by the persons so appointed, or
his deputy, before they are cut or any way defaced after come or brought on shore, and s® viewer
shall take a particular record of the wounds of s whale, & time & place where & when brought
on shore; & his record shall be good testimony in law, and s viewer shall take care for securing
g4 fish for the owner. .

¢ 3. That whatever person or persons shall cut up or deface any whale fish, by cutting, stab-
bing, or launcing, after come on shore or at sea, if & drift, unless of necessity to towe it to shore,
before it hath been viewed by the person appointed thereto, and a record taken by him, shall lose
their right to s? fish, & pay a fine of ten pounds to the county. And s? viewers shall seize s8¢
fish for the owners use, on the effects thereof, and s viewer shall have power to make a deputy or
deputies under his hand, and to have six shillings for [each] whale so viewed & recorded of the
owners thereof.

“4, That whosoever find, takes, or cuts up any drift whale found on the stream, & mile from
the shore, not appearing to be killed by any man, shall be thet first sieze and secure them, paying
an hogshead of oyle to y° county for every such whale.”

MARTHA’S VINEYARD.

The inhabitants of this island were early engaged in boat whaling. According to Starbuck
the earliest mention of whales at this place occurs in November, 1652, when Thomas Daggett and
William Weeks were appointed ¢whale cutters for this year.” In the following April it was
¢« Ordered by the town that the whale is to be cut out freely, four men at one time, and four at
another, and so every whale, beginning at the east end of the town.” In 1690 Mr. Sarson and
William Vinson were appointed by ¢ the proprietors of the whale” to oversee the cutting and
sharing of all whales cast on shore within the bounds of Edgartown, ‘“they to have as much for
their care as one cutter.”

* Ply. Col. Reo., xi, p. 134. t Ibid., vi, p. 262.
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“In 1692,” says Starbuck, ¢ came the inevitable dispute of proprietorship. A whale was cast
on shore at Edgartown by the proprietors, ¢ seized by Benjamin Smith and Mr. Joseph Norton in
their behalf, which was also claimed by ¢John Steel, harpooner, on a whale design, as being killed
by him. It was settled by placing the whale in the custody of Richard Sarson, esq., and Mr.
Benjamin Smith, as agents of the proprietors, to save by trying out and securing the oil; ‘and
that no distribution be made of the said whale, or effects, till after fifteen days are expired after
the date hereof, that so such persons who may pretend an interest or claim, in the whale, may
make their challenge; and in case such challenge appear sufficient to them, then they may deliver
the said whale or oyl to the challenger; otherwise to give notice to the proprietors, who may do as
the matter may require. By the inhabitants of Martha’s Vineyard, in 1702-’3, there appeai' to
have been several whales killed. The following entry occurs under that date in the court records:
*The marks of the whales killed by John Butler and Thomas Lothrop. One whale lanced near or
over the shoulder blade, near the left shoulder blade only ; another killed with an iron forward
in the left side, marked W; and upon the right side marked with a pocket-knife T. L.; and the
other had an iron hole over the right shoulder-blade, with two lance holes in the same gide, oneo in
the belly. These whales were all killed about the middle of February last past; all great whales,
betwixt 6 and 7 and 8-foot bone, which are all gone from us. A true account given by John
Butler from us, and recorded Per me, Thomas Trapp, clerk.”

NANTUCKET,

The history of shore-whaling at Nantucket begins with the occupancy of that island by Euro-
peans, about the year 1640, although prior to that time the Indians were doubtless accustomed to
occasionally capture a whale. “The very earliest account of a capture,” says Mr. C. 8. Raleigh,
“was in the year 1608, when a party of Indians killed a humpback whale which got stranded on
a part of Nantucket, called Caton, in the inner harbor.” ¢“The first whaling expedition,” says
Macy, ¢“was undertaken by some of the original purchasers of the island; the circumstances of
which are handed down by tradition, and are as follows: A whale, of the kind ecalled ‘scragg,
came into the harbor and continued there three days. This excited the curiosity of the people,
and led them to devise measures to prevent his.return out of the harbor. They accordingly
invented and caused to be wrought for them a harpoon, with which they attacked and killed the
whale. This first success encouraged them to undertake whaling as a permanent business; whales
being at that time numerous in the vicinity of the shores.”*

The islanders were anxious to engage in the whaling industry and, according to Starbuck,t
recorded a memorandum of a proposed agreement with one James Loper, in which it is said that’
the said James “doth Ingage to carrey on a Designe of Whale Catching on the Island of Nan-
tucket that is to say James Ingages to be a third in all Respects, and som of the Town Iugages
algo to carrey on the other two thirds with him in like manner—the town doth also consent that
first one company shall begin, and afterwards the rest of the freeholders or any of 'them have
Liberty to set up another Company provided they make a tender to those freeholders that have
no share in the first company and if any refuse the rest may go on themselves, and the town doth
engage that no other Company shall be allowed hereafter ; also, whoever kill any whales, of the
Company or Companies aforesaid, they are to pay to the Town for every such whale five shillings
and for the Incoragement of the said James Loper the Town doth grant him ten acres of Land in
sume Convenant place that he may chuse in (Wood Land Except) and also liberty for the com-
monage of three cows and Twenty sheep and one horse with necessary wood and water for his
' “Macy: Hist. Nontuoket, p. 28. 1 Report U, &. Fish Ooto.; 1875776, '
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use, on Conditions that he follow the trade of whalling on this Island two years in all seasons
thereof beginning the first of March next Insuing; also he is to build upon his Land and when
he leaves Inhabiting upon this Island then he is first to offer his Land to the Town at a valuable
price and if the Town do not buy it he may. sell it to whom he please; the commonage is granted
only for the time of his staying here.,” ¢“At the same meeting,” continues Starbuck, ¢ John Sav-
idge had a grant made to him, upon condition that he took up his residence on the island for the
space of three years, and also that he should ‘follow his trade of a cooper upon the island, as the
Town or whale Cowmpany have need to employ him.’ Loper beyond a doubt never improved this
opportunity offered him of immortalizing himself, but Savidge did, and a perverse world has,
against his own will, handed down to posterity the name of Loper, who did not come, while it has
rather ignored that of Savidge, who did remove to that island.”

In the mean time the people of Cape Cod were becoming more proficient in whaling than those
of Nantucket, so that the latter sent to the cape in 1690, and “employed a man by the name of
Ichabod Paddock to instruct them in the manner of Lilling whales and extracting their oil.”*
From small beginnings the industry increased, and reached its greatest prosperity in 1726, when,
says Macy, eighty-six were taken, ‘“a greater number than was obtained in any one year, either
before or since that date. The greatest number ever killed and broaght to the shore in one day
was eleven.” Shore whaling at this period was the principal employment of the islanders. ¢The
Indians even manifested a disposition for fishing of every kind, readily joined with the whites in
this new pursuit, and willingly .submitted to any station assigned them. By their assistance, the
whites were enabled to fit out and man a far greater number of boats than they could have done
of themselves. Nearly every boat was manned in part, many almost entirely, by natives; some
of the most active of them were made steersmen, and some were allowed even to head the boats;
thus encouraged, they soon became experienced whalemen, and capable of conducting any part
of the business.”

The following incident illustrates their bravery when in danger:

“It happened once, when there were about thirty boats about six miles from shore, that
the wind came round to the northward and blew with great violence, attended with snow. The
men all rowed hard, but made but little headway. In one of the boats were four Indians and
two white men. An old Indian in the head of the boat, perceiving that the crew began to be
disheartened, spake out loud in his own tongue, and said, ¢ Momadichchator auqua sarshkee sarnkee
pinchee eynoo sememoochkee chaquanks wihchee pinchee eynoo;? which in English is, ¢ Pull ahead with
courage ; do not be disheartened ; we shall not be lost now; there are too many Englishmen to
be lost now’ His speaking in this manner gave the crew new courage. They soon perceived
that they made headway, and after long rowing they all got safe on shore.”t

Whales were abundant close in shore for many years, so that a plentiful supply of oil was
obtained without going out of sight of land. ¢ The south side of the island,” says Hector St.
John, ¢ was divided into four squal parts, and each part was assigned to a company of six, which,
though thus separated, still carried on their business in common. In the middle of this distance
they erected a mast, provided with a sufficient number of rounds, and near it they built a tem-
porary hut where five of the associates lived, whilst the sixth, from his high station, careéfully
looked toward the sea, in order to observe the spouting of whales.”

“The process of saving the whales, ? says Macy, “after they had been killed and towed ashore,
was to use a crad, an instrument similar to a capstan, to heave and turn the blubber off as fast a8

* Magy: op. cit., p. 30, t Mass., Hist. Soc. Coll., ii p. 176,
{ Lettors from un American farmer; Hector St. John Crdvecwur; published 1782.
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it was cut. The blubber was then put into their carts and carried to their try-houses, which, at
that early period, were placed near to their dwelling-houses, where the oil was boiled out and
fitted for market.” *

Shore-whaling continued till about the middle of the eighteenth century, when whales became
gcarce and were pursued by vessels, when the boat-whaling, as a regular business, was, according
to Macy, abandoned. ¢ The first sperm-whale known to the islanders was found ashore on the
southwest part of Nantucket. It cansed considerable excitement, some demanding a part of the
prize under one preiense, some under another, and all were anxious to behold so strange an
animal. There were so many claimants of the prize, that it was difficult to determine to who it
should belong. The natives claimed it because they found it; the whites, to whom the natives
made known their discovery, claimed it by a right comprehended, as they affirined, in the pur-
chase of the island by the original patent. An officer of the crown made his claim, and pretended
to seize the fish in the name of his majesty, as being property without any particular owner.
After considerable discussion between these contending parties, it was finally settled that the
white inhabitants, who first found the whale, should share the prize equally amongst themselves.
The teeth, which were considered very valuable, had been extracted by a white man and an Indian,
before any others had any knowledge of the whale, All difficulty being now settled, a company
was formed, who commenced cutting the whale in pieces convenient for transportation to their try-
works. The sperm procured from the head was thought to be of great value for medical purposes.
It was used both as an internal and external application ; and such was the credulity of the people,
that they considered it a certain cure for all diseases; it was sought with avidity, and, for awhile,
was esteemed to be worth its weight in silver. The whole quantity of oil obtained from this
whale is not known.” t '

RHODE ISLAND AND CONNECTIOUT.

In 1731 Rhode Island passed an act for the encouragement of the fisheries, giving “a bounty
of five shillings for every barrel of whale oil, one penny a pound for bone, and five shillings a
quintal for codfish, caught by Rhode Island vessels, and brought into this Colony.”}

. The fishery had been carried on to some extent in boats from the shore, and whales were taken
in the waters of Narraganset Bay.

The first official document to be found connecting the State of Connecticut with the whale
fishery is a.resolve passed at a meeting of the general court held at Hartford, May 25, 1647, which
says: .
“Yf Mr. Whiting, w*® any others shall make tryall and p*secute a designe for the fakeing of
whale wtkin these libertyes, and if vppon tryall wttin the terme of two yeares, they shall like to
goe on, noe others shalbe suffered to interrupt the, for the tearme of seauen yeares.”§

It is probable that drift-whales were occasionally taken along the coast of Counecticut in early
times, but we find no special reference to show that boat-whaling was ever engaged in by the
inhabitants.

NEW YORK.

Long Island, with its long stretch of sandy beaches, was in early times a favorite resort for
boat whalemen. It was the rival of Cape Cod, and the inhabitants on its eastern end found much
profit in capturing whales, and shipping oil and bone to London. The following interesting account
of shore-whaling along those shores is taken entire from Mr. Starbuck’s|| report on the whale
fishery.

® Hist. Nantucket, p. 3L t Ibid., p. 32. $ ARNoLD: Hist. Rhode Island, ii, p. 103.
$ Conn. Col. Rec., i, p. 154. ' | U. 8. Fish Commissioner’s Report, Part IV, 187676.
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“Jt is probably safe to assert that the first organized prosecution of the American whale-fishery
was made along the shores of Long Island. The town of Southampton, which was settled in 1640

by an offshoot from the Massachusetts Colony at Lynn, was quick to appreciate the value of this:

source of revenue. In March, 1644, the town ordered the town divided into four wards of eleven
persons to each ward, to attend to the drift-whales cast ashore. When such an event took place
two persons from each ward (selected by lot) were to be employed to cut it up. ‘And every
Inhabitant with his child or servant that is above sixteen years of age shall have in the Division of
the other part,’ (i. e. what remained after the cutters deducted the double share they were, ex-officio,
entitled to) ‘an equall proportion provided that such person when yt falls into his ward a suffi-
cient man to be imployed about yt.”* Among the names of those delegated to each ward are
many whose descendants became prominent in the business as masters or owners of vessels—the
Ooopers, the Sayres, Mulfords, Peirsons, Hedges, Howells, Posts, and others. A few years later
the number of ‘squadrons’ was increased to six. .

In February, 1645, the town ordered that if any whale was cast ashore within the limits of
the town no man should take or carry away any part thereof without order from a magistrate,
under penalty of twenty shillings; Whoever should find any whale or part of a whale, upon giv-
ing notice to a magistrate, should have allowed him five shillings, or if the portion found should
not be worth five shillings the finder should have the whole. ¢ And ytis further ordered that yf
any shall finde a whale or any peece thereof upon the Lord’s day then the aforesaid shillings shall
not be due or payable’t ¢This last clause,’ says Howell, ¢ appears to be a very shrewd thrust at
“mooning” on the beach on Sundays.’

“It was customary a few years later to fit out expeditions of several boats each for whaling
along the coast, the parties engaged camping out on shore during the night. These expeditions
were usually gone about one or two weeks.} Indians were usually employed by the English, the
whites furnishing all the necessary implements, and the Indians receiving a stipulated proportion
of 0il in payment. ‘

“At Basthampton on the 6th of November, 1651, ¢ It was Ordered that Rodman Mulford shall
call out ye Town by succession to loke out for whale.’§ Easthampton, however, like every other
town where whales were obtainable, seems to have had its little nnpleasantnesses on the subject,
for in 1653 the town ¢ Ordered that the share of whale now in controversie between the Widow
Talmage and Thomas Talmage’ (alas for the old-time Chesterfieldian gallantry) ¢shall be divided
among them as the lot is.’|| In the early deeds of the town the Indian grantors were to be allowed
the fins and tails of all drift-whales; and in the deed of Montauk Island and Point, the Indians
and whites were to be equal sharers in these prizes.{| In 1672 the towns of Easthampton, South-
ampton, and Southwold presented a memorial to the court at Whitehall ¢ setting forth that they
have spent much time and paines, and the greatest part of their estates, in settling the trade of
whale-fishing in the adjacent seas, having endeavoured it above these twenty yeares, but could not
bring it to any perfection till within these 2 or 3 yeares last past. And it now being a hopefull
trade at New Yorke, in America, the Governor and the Dutch there do require ye Petitioners to
come under their patent, and lay very heavy taxes upon them beyond any of his Mati** subjects in
New England, and will not permit the petitioners to have any deputys in Court,** but being chiefe,
do impose what Laws they please upon them, and insulting very much over the Petitioners

* HowsLL: Hist. of Southamptoun, p. 179. t I'bid., p. 184, } Idid., p. 183,
¢ Bicentennial Address at Easthampton, 1850, by Heury P, Hedges, p. 8. \| Ibid., p. 8. 9 Lbid.
** In this petition is an early assertion of the twinship of taxation and representation, for whkich Massachusetts
and ber offshicots wers ever strenuous, '
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threaten to cut down their timber which is but little they have to Casks for oyle, altho’ the Pet
purchased their landes of the Lord Sterling’s deputy, above 30 yeares since, and have till now
" under the Government and Patent of Mr. Winthrop, belonging to Conityecut Patent, which lyeth
far more convenient for ye Petitioners assistance in the aforesaid Trade.” They desire, therefore,
either to continue under the Connecticut government, or to be made a free corporation. This peti-
tion was referred to the ¢ Council on Foreign Plantations. , ,

“This would make the commencement of this industry date back not far from the year 1650,
In December, 1652, the directors of Dutch West India Company write to Director General Peter
Stuyvesant, of New York : ¢In regard to the whale-fishery we understand that it might be taken
in hand during some part of the year. If this could be done with advantage, it would be a very
desirable matter, and make the trade there flourish and animate many people to try their good
luck in that branch. In April (4th), 1656, the council of New York * received the request of Hans
Jongh, soldier and tanner, asking for a ton of train-oil or some of the fat of the whale lately cap-
tured.”

In 1669 Mr. Maverick writes from New York to Colonel Nichols, as follows:

“ On ye East end of Long Island there were twelve or thirteen whales taken before ye end of
March, and what since wee heare not; here are dayly some seen in the very harbour, sometimes
within Nutt Island. Out cf the Pinnace, the other week, they struck two, but lost both, the iron
broke in one, the other broke the warpe. The Governour hath encouraged some to follow this
designe. Two shollops made for itt, but as yett wee doe not heare of any théy have gotten.”*

¢1In 1672,” continues Starbuck, *the town of Southampton passed an order for the regulation of
whaling, which, in the latter part of the year, received the following confirmation from Governor
Lovelace: ¢ Whereas there was an ordinance made at a Towne-Meeting in South Hampton upon the
Second Day of May las relating to the Regulation of the Whale flishing and Employment, of the
Indyans therein, wherein particularly it is mentioned. That whosoever shall Hire an Indyan to
go a-Whaling, shall not give him for his Hire above one Trucking Cloath Coat, for each whale,
hee and his Company shall Kill, or halfe the Blubber, without the Whale Bone under a Penalty
therein exprest: Upon QOonsiderac’on had thereupon, I have thought good to Allow of the said
OUrder, And do hereby Confirm the samé, until some inconvenience therein shall bee made appeare,
And do also Order that the like Rule shall bee followed at East Hamf)t;on and other Places if
they shall finde it practicable amongst them.

“¢Given under my hand in New Yorke, the 28th of Novemb’r, 1672.

¢ Upon the game day that the people of Southamption passed the foregoing order, Governor
Lovelace also issued and order citing that in consequence of great abuse to his Royal Highness in
the matter of drift-whales upon Long Island, he had thought fit to appoint Mr. Wm. Osborne and
Mr. John Smith, of Hempstead, to make strict inquiries of Indians and English in regard to the
matter.t .

“ It was early found to be essential that all important contracts and agreements, especially
“between the English and Indians, relating to the killing of whales should be entered upon the
town books, and signed by the parties in presence of the clerk and certified by him. Boat-
whaling was so generally practiced, and was considered of so much importance by the whole
community, that every man of sufficient ability in the town was obliged to take his turn in watch-
ing for whales from some elevated position on the beach, and to sound the alarm on one being
seen near the coast’} In April (2d), 1668, an agreement was entered on the records of Easthamp-

* Doc. of Col. Hist. Now York, III p. 183, tN. Y. Col., M8S., Gonersl Entries iv, p. 123, Franois Lovelace.

tHoweLL: Hist., Svuthampton.
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ton, binding certain Indians of Montauket in the sum of £10 sterling to go to sea, whaling, on
account of Jacobus Skallenger and others, of Easthampton, beginning on the 1st of November and
ending on the 1st of the ensuing April, they engaging ¢ to attend dilligently with all opportunitie
for ye killing of whales or other fish, for ye sum of three shillings a day for every Indian; ye sayd
Jacobus Skallenger and partoers to furnish all necessarie craft and tackling convenient for ye
designe’ The laws governing these whaling-companies were based on justice rather than selfish-
ness. Among the provisions was one passed January 4, 1669, whereby a member of one company
finding a dead whale killed by the other company was obliged to notify the latter. A prudent
proviso in the order was that the person bringing the tidings should be well rewarded. If the
whale was found at sea, the killers and finders were to be equal sharers. If irons were found in
the whale, they were to be restored to the owners.* In 1672, John Cooper desired leave to employ
some ‘strange Indians’ to assist bim in whaling, which leave was granted;t but these Indian
allies required tender handling, and were quite apt to ignore their contracts when a fair oxcuse
could be found, especially if their hands had already closed over the financial consideration. Two
or three petitions relating to cases of this kind are on file at New York. One of them is from
¢Jacob Skallenger, Stephen Hand, James Loper and other adjoined with them in the Whale
Designe at Easthampton,” and was presented in 1675. It sets forth that they had associated
together for the purpose of whaling, and agreed to hire twelve Indians and man two boats.
Having seen the natives yearly employed both by neighbors and those in surrounding towns,
they thought there could be no objection to their doing likewise. Accordingly, they agreed in
June with twelve Indiaus to whale for them during the following season. ¢But it fell out soe that
foure of the said Indians (competent & experienced men) belongéd to Shelter-Island whoe with the
rest received of your peticon™ in pt. of their hire or wages 25s. a peece in hand at the time of the
contract, as the Indian Custome is and without which they would not engage themselves to goe to
Sea as aforesaid for your Petiton™.) Soon after this there came an order from the governor requir-
ing, in consequence of the troubles between the English and the aborigines, that all Indians should
remain in their own quarters during the winter. ‘And some of the towne of Easthampton wante-
ing Indians to make up theire crue for whaleing they take advantage of your hon™ s? Ordre thereby
to hinder your petiton™ of ‘the said foure Shelter-Island Indians. One of ye Overseers being of the
Company that would soe hinder your petiton®™. And Mr. Barker warned yo* peticon™ not to en-
tertaine the said foure Indians without licence from your hon*. And although some of your peti.
Toners opposites in this matter of great weight to them seek to prevent yor petiton™ from haveing
those foure Indians under pretence of zeal in fulfilling y* hon™ order, yet it is more then apparens
that they endeavor to break yor peticon™ Company in y* maner that soe they themselves may have
opportunity out of the other eight Easthampton Indians to supply theire owne wants.) After rep-
resenting the loss liable to acerue to them from the failure of their design and the inability to hire
Euasthampton Indians, on account of their being already engaged by other companies, they ask
reliefin the premises,} which Governor Andross, in an order dated November 18, 1675, grants
them, by allowing them to employ the aforesaid Shelter-Island Indians.§ ’

“Another case is that of the widow of one Cooper, who in 1677 i)etitions Andross to compel
some Indians who had been hired and paid their advance by her late husband to fulfill to her the
contract made with him, they huving been hiring out to other parties sineo his decease. ||

*This code was very similar to that afterward adopted in the Massachusetts Bay.
tN. Y., Col. MSS.; General Entries, iv, p. 235. t N. Y. Col. MSS., xxv, Sir Ed. Andross, p. 41.
§ Warrants, Orders, Passes, &o., 1674-1679, p. 161. JIN. Y. Col. MSS., xxvi, p. 153.
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“The trade in oil from Long Island early gravitated to Boston and Connecticut, and this was
always a source of much uneasiness to the authorities at New York. The'people inhabiting East-
hampton, Sonthampton, and vicinity, settling under a patent with different guarantees from those
allowed under the Duke of York, had little in sympathy with that government, and always turped
toward Connecticut as their nataral ally and Massachusetts as their foster mother. Searcely had
what they looked upon as the tyrannies of the New York governors reduced them to a sort of sab-
jection when they were assailed by a fresh enemy. A sudden turn of the wheel of fortune brought
them, in 1673, a second time under the control of the Dutch. During this interregnum, which lasted
from July, 1673, to November, 1674, they were summoned, by their then conquerors, to send dele-
gates to an assembly to be convened by the temporary rulers. In reply the inhabitants of
Easthampton, Southampton, Southold, Seatoocook, and Huntington returned a memorial setting
forth that up to 1664 they had lived quietly and prosperousiy under the government of Connec-
ticut. Now, however, the Dutch had by force assumed control, and, understanding them to be
well disposed, the people of those parts proffer a series of ten requests.: The ninth is the par.
ticular one of interest in this connection, and is the only one not granted. In it they ask, ¢ That
there be ffree liberty granted ye 5 townes aforesd for ye procuring from'any of ye united Collonies
(without molestation on either side:) warpes, irons, or any other necessaries ffor ye comfortable
carring on the whale design.’ To this reply is made that it ‘cannot-in this conjunction of time be
allowed” ¢Why, says Howell,* “the Council of Governor Colve chose thus to snub the English
in these five towns in the matter of providing a few whale-irons and necessary tackle for capturing
the whales that happened along the coast, is inconceivable;” but it must be remembered that the
English and Dutch bhad long been rivals in this pursuit, even carrying their rivalry to the extreme
of personal conflicts. The Dutch assumed to be, and practically were, the factors of Europe in
this business at this period, and would naturally be slow to encourage any proficiency in whaling
by a people upon whom they probably realized that their lease of authority would be brief,
Hence, although they were willing to grant them every otber right in common with those of their
own nationality, maritime jealousy made this one request impracticable. How the people of Long
Island enjoyed this state of affairs is easy to infer from their petition of 1672. The oppressions
alike of New York governors and Dutch conquerors could not fail to increase the alienation that
~ difference of habits, associations, interests, and rights had implanted within them. Among other
arbitrary laws was one compelling them to carry all the oil they desired to export to New York to be
cleared, a measure which produced so much dissatistaction and inconvenience that it was beyond
a doubt “more honored in the breach than in tne observance” At times some captain, more
scrupulous than the rest, would obey the letter of the law or procure a remission of it. Thus, in
April, 1678, Benjamin Alford, of Boston, in New Englan‘d, merchant, petitioned Governor Brock-
holds for permission to clear with a considerable quantity of oil that he had bought at Southampton
directly from that port to London, he paying all duties required by law. This he desires to do in
order to avoid the hazard of the voyage to New York and the extra danger of leakage thereby
incurred. He was accordingly allowed to clear as he desired.t

* Hist. of Southampton, p. 62.

tN. Y. Col. M88., xxvii, pp. 65, 66. Aoccompanying the order is a blank clearance reading as follows: ¢ Permitt
& suffer the good of A. B. Commander, bound for the Port of London in Old England to passe from the
Harbo* at the North-8ea near Soutb®s at the East End of Long Isl. with her loading of Whale Oyl & Whalebone
without any manner of Lett Hindrance or Molestaton, sheo having beene cleared by order from the Custom house here
& given seourity accordingly. Given under my hand in N, Y. this 20th day of April in tho 30th yeare of his Mattes
raigne A° Domini 1678.

“ To all his Mate Offio™ whom this may Concerne.”
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“ In 1684 an act for the ‘Enco{zragement of Trade and Navigation’ within the province of New
York was passed, laying a duty of 10 per cent. on all oil and bone exported from New York to
any other port or place except directly to England, Jamaica, Barbadoes, or some other of the
Caribbean Islands. _

“In May, 1688, the Duke of York instruects his ageut, John Leven, to inquire into the number
of whales killed during the past six years within the province of New York, the produce of oil
and bone, and ‘about his share.”* 7o this Leven makes reply that there has been no record kept,
and that the oil and bone were shared by the companies killing the fish. To Leven’s statement,
Andross, who is in England defending his colonial government, asserts that all those whales tha
were driven ashore were killed and claimed by the whalers or Indians.t

“In August, 1688, we find the first record of an intention to obtain sperm oil. Among the
records in the State archives at Boston is a petition trom Timotheus Vanderuen, commaunder of
the brigantine Happy Return, of New Yorke, to Governor Andross, praying for ¢ Licence and Per-
mission, with one Equipage Consisting in twelve mariners, twelve whalemen and six Diuvers—
from this Port, upon a fishing design about the Bohames Islands, And Cap florida, for sperma
Coeti whales and Racks: And so to returne for this Port.”f Whether this voyage was ever
undertaken or not we have no means of knowing, but the petition is conclusive evidence that
there were men in the country familiar even then with some of the haunts of the sperm-whale and
with his capture. )

“ Francis Nicholson, writing from Fort James, December, 1688, says: ¢Our whalers have had
pretty good luck, killing about Graves End three large whales. On the Easte End aboute five or
gix small ones’§ During this same year the town of Easthampton being short of money, debtors
were compelled to pay their obligations in produce, and in order to have some system of exchange
the trustees of the town *being Legally met March 6, 1688-9 it was agreed that this year’s Towne
rate should be held to be good pay if it be paid as Follows:

. £.8 4a

Dry merchantable hides 8bb....a. o .. oo irma et e i e ieiiieeieienee emae e 00 6

BT N 01 o 030
Whale Bone 3 feet long and apwards. ... ..ccocoveaeneonen. e et eat e eem et ceenesea et cens e s 00 8’
NoTE.—It is estimated by George R. Howells, from papers ou file in the office of the secretary of state of Ne

York, that the boat-whalemen of Southampton in 1687 took 2,148 barrels of oil.

«In July, 1708, Lord Cornbury writes again to the board of trade regarding New York
affairs.]| In his letter he says: ¢ The quantity of Train Oyl made in Long Island is very uncer-
tain, some years they have much more fish than others, for example last year they made four
thousand Barrils of Oyl, and this last Season they have not made above Six hundred: About
the middle of October they begin to look out for fish, the Season lasts all November, December,
January, February, and part of ‘March; a Yearling will make about forty Barils of Oyl, a Stunt
or Whale two years old will make sometimes fifty, sometimes sixty Barrils of Ojyl, and the
largest whale that I have heard of in these Parts, yielded one hundred and tem barrels of Oyl,
and twelve hundred Weight of Bone.

“In 1709 the fishery had attained such value on Loug Island that some parties attempted to
reduce it, so far as possible, to a monopoly, and grants of land previously made by Governor
Fletcher and others, in a reckless and somewhat questionable manner were improved for per-
sonal benefit. Barl Bellomont, in commenting on these irregular practices, writes to the lords of
trade, under date of July 2 of that year,{[ citing, among others, one Oolonel Smith, who, he states,

*N. Y. Col. Records, iii, p. 282. t Ikid., p. 311. 1 Mass. Col. MSS., Usurpation, vi, p. 126,
§ Ibid., iv, p. 303. IN. Y. Col. Rec., v, p. 60. 9 Ibid., iv, p. 535. .
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‘has got the beach on the sea shore for fourty miles together, after an odd manner as I have been
‘told by some of the inhabitants * ® * having forced the town of Southampton to take a
poore £10 for the greatest part of the said beach, which.is not a valuable consideration in law,
for Colonel Smith himself own’d to me that that beach was very profitable to him for whale fish-
ing, and that one year he cleared £500, by whales taken there.’

¢“In 1716, Samuel Mulford, of Easthampton, in a petition to the King, gave a sketch of the
progress of this industry in that vicinity.* In the recital of the grievances of his neighbors and
himself, he writes that ¢ the inhabitants of the said Township and parts adjaceut did from the
first Establishment of the said Colony of New York enjoy the Privilege & Benefit of fishing for
whale & applying ye same to their own use as their undoubted right and property’t By his
petition it appears further that in 1664 Governor Nicolls and council directed that drift-whales
should pay a duty of every sixteenth gallon of oil to the government, ¢ exempting the whales that
were killed at Sea by persons who went on that design from any duty or imposition” Governor
Dongan also claimed duty on drift-whales, and lhe also exempted those killed at sea. ¢There was
no pretence,” under Dongan, ¢to seize such whales or to exact anything from the fishermen on
that account, being their ancient right-and property. Thus the inhabitants bad the right of fish-
ing preserved to them, and the Crown the benefit of all drift Whales, and everything scemed well
established between the Crown and the People, who continued chearfully, and with success, to
carry on the said fishing trade.’ This state of affairs continued until 1696, when Lord Cornbury
(afterward Earl of Clarendon) became governor. It was then announced by those in authority
that the whale was a ‘Royal Fish,’ and belonged to the Crown; consequently all whalers must
be licensed ¢ for that purpose which he was sure to make them pay for, and also contribute good
part of the fruit of their labour; no less that a neat 14th part of the Oyle and Bone, when cut ﬁp,
and to bring the same to New York an 100 miles distant from their habitation, an exaction so
grievous, that few people did ever comply for it’f The result of this policy was to discourage
the fishery, and its importance was sensibly decreased. 1n 1711 the New York authorities issued
a writ to the sheriffs directing them to seize all whales, This demand created much disturbauce,
but the people, knowing no remedy, submitted with what grace they could to what they felt was
a grievous wrong, and an infringement upon their rights under the patent under which their
settlement was founded. Since that time, Mulford continues, a formal prosécution had been
commenced against him for hiring Indians to assist him in whaling. He concludes his petition
with the assertion that, unless some relief was afforded, the fishery must be ruined, since ‘ the
person concerned will not bé brought to the hardship of waiting out at sea many months, & the
difficulty of bringing into New York the fish, and at last paying so great a share of their profit,

¢ Mulford, during the latter part of his life, was continually at loggerheads with the govern-
ment at New York. A sturdy representative of that Puritan opposition to injustice and wrong
with which the early settlers of ISastern Long Island were so thoroughly imbued, the declining
years of his life were continual eras of contention against the tyrannies and exactions of governors,
whose only interest seemed to be to suck the life-blood from the bodies of these unfortunate flies
caught in their spider’s-net, and cast the useless remains remorselessly away. He was one of the

*N. Y. Col. Rec., v, p. 474.

These are undoubtedly what the authorities were pleased to term ““ Massachusetts notions.”

t It was these outrageously unjust laws that brought the government into the notorious disrepute it attained
with its outlying dependencies from 1675 to 1720. In March, 1693, the council of Lord Cornbury declared certain
drift-whales the property of the Crown (which apparently weant a2 minimum amount te the King and a maximum
share to the governor), *‘ when the subjoct can make no just claim of haviug killed them.” One Richard Floyd
having offered a reward to any parties bringing kim information of such whales, the council ordered an inquiry into
the matter in order to prevent such practices in the fature.. (Council Minutes, viii, p. 6.)
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remonstrants against the annexation of the eastern towns to the New York government, and from
1700 to 1720 was the delegate from these towns to the assembly. In 1715 the opposition of the
government to his constituency reached the point of a personal confliet with him. In a speech
delivered in the assembly in this year he boldly and unsparingly denounced the authorities as
tyrannical, extravagant, and dishonest. 1le cited numerous instances of injustices from officers
of the customs to the traders of and to his section. While grain was selling in Boston at 6s. per
bushel, and only commanding one-half of that in New York, his people were compelled by existing
laws to lose this difference in value, While the government was complaining of poverty and the
lack of disposition on the part of the people to furnish means for its subsistence, the governor had
received, says Mulford, during the past three years, three times the combined income of the
governors of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Counecticut. In 1716 the assembly ordered this
speech to be put into the hands of the speaker, but Mulford, without hesitation, cansed it to be
published and circulated.* From this time forth the war upon him was, so far as the government
was concerned, a series of persecutions, but Mulford undauntedly braved them all and in the end
was trinmphant. Quite a number of letters passed between the governor and himself, and between
them both and the lords of trade in London. As an earnest of the feeling his opposition had
stirred up, the governor commenced a suit against him in the supreme court, the judges of which
owed their appointment to the executive. Shortly after this, Governor Hunter, in a communi-
cation to the lords of trade regarding the state of affairs in the province, writes that he is informed
that Mulford, who ‘has continually flown in face of government,” and always disputed with the
Crown the right of whaling, has gone to London to urge his case.t He states that ‘that poor,
troublesome old man’ is the ounly mutineer in a province otherwise quiet (an assertion that
evidenced either a reckless disregard for truth, or a want of knowledge of affairs inexcusably
culpable); that the case he pleads has been brought before the supreme court and decided against
him, and Mulford is the only man who disputes the Crown’s right, and the good governor
charitably recommends their lordships to ¢ bluff him.’} 8till later, Hunter states that it was the
custom long before his arrival to take out whaling licenses. Many came voluntarily and did so.
If whaling is ¢ decayed,’ it was not for want of whalemen, for the number increases yearly; ¢but
the truth of the matter is, that the Town of Boston is the Port of Trade of the People inhabiting
that end of Long Island of late years, so that the exportation from hence of that commodity must
in the Books be less than formeriy.” The perquisites arising from the sale of these licenses were of
10 account in themselves, but yielding in this matter would only open a gap for the disputation of
every perquisite of the government.§

* A copy of this speech is bound in an old volume of the Boston News-Letter, in the library of the Boston Athenmum.

tTu the address of H. P. Hedges at the Bi-Centennial celebration at Easthampton, in 1850, he says, when Mulford
finally repaired 1o London to present the case to tho King, ho was obliged to couceal tis intention. Leaviug South-
ampton secrotly, hoe landed at Newport, walked to Boston, and from thence cmbarked for London. Arrived there, he
¢ presented his memorial, which it is said attracted much attention, and was read by him in the House of Commons.”
He returned home in trinmph, baving obtained the desired end. Atthis time he was seventy-one years old. ‘‘Songs
and rejoicings,” says J. Lyon Gardiner (vide Hedge's Addross, p. 21), ‘‘ took place among the whalemen of Saffolk
County upon his arrival, on account of his having succeeded in getting tho King's share given up.” It is related of
him (Ivid., p. 68) that while at the court of St. James, being some what verdant, ho was much aunoyed by pickpockets.
As a palliative, he had a tailor sew several fish-hooks on the inside of his pockets, and soon after one of the fraternity
was caught. This incident being published at the time won for him an extensive notoriety, He was representative
from East Hampton from 1715 to 1720, and died in 1725, aged eighty years.

tN. Y. Col, Rec., v, 480. This assertion wust be inoxcusably inaccurate, for it was unquestionably on the ground
of his sturdy defeuse of their rights that the poople of Easthampton so steadily returned him to the assembly.

$N.Y.Col.Rec., v, p. 484. This admission of Hunter’s of the smalluness of the rovenue is indisputable evidence of
his incompetence, and of the truth of Mulford’s assertion of the nltimate ruin of the whale-fishery under such restric.
tions, :
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¢ To this the lords of trade reply :® ¢You may intimnate in your letter to our Secretary of 22d
November last that \tﬁe ‘Whale fishery is reserved to the Crown by your Patents: as we can find no
such thing in your Cbmmission, you will explain what you mean by it.” Mulford is now in London,
and desires dispatch in the decision in regard to this matter, pending which the lords desire to know
whether dues have been paid by any one; if so, what amount has been paid, and to what purpose
this revenue has been applied. They close their letter with the following sentence, which would
hardly seem open to any danger of misconstruction: ¢ Upon this occasion we must observe to you,
that we hope you will give all due incouragement to that Trade’ Evidently the case of Mulford vs. Hunter
looks badly for the governor. Still, Hunter is loth to yield readily, and the discussion is further
prolonged.

“Jtis now 1718. Governor Hunter, in his answer to the inquiries of their lordships, says
Commission was issued giving power ¢ Cognoscendi de Flotsam, Jetsom, Lagon, Deodandis, &e.,’
follows ¢ et de Piscibus Regalibus Sturgeonibus, Balenis Catis Porpetiis Delphinis Reggis, &e.?
In regard to the income, he again writes that it is inconsiderable; that only ‘the danger of being
accused of giving up the Crown’s right would have led him to write about it. In amount, it was
not £20 per annam (corroboratory of Mulford’s assertion of its decline), and as the fish had left
this coast, he should not further trouble them about it. Up to the present time all but Mulford
had paid and continued to pay. The subjeet appears to have been finally referred to the attorney-
general, and the governor says (1719), waiting his opinion, he has surceased all demands till it
comes. The question must have been left in a state of considérable mistiness, however, for in 1720
Governor Burnett informs the lords, in a letter which indicates a satisfied feeling of compromise
between official dignity and the requirements of the trade, that he remits the 5 per centum on the
whale fishery, but asserts the King's rights by still requiring licenses, though in ¢so doing he
neglects his own profit, ‘ and this,’ be adds, ‘has a good effect on the country’ Under his admin-
istration the act for the encouragement of the whale fishery was renewed.” t

4. BOAT WHALING IN THE PRESENT CENTURY.

Within the present century shore whaling has been prosccuted to some extent at various
points on the Atlantic coast, from Maiune to South Carolina. The business has been profitable at
Provincetown, Mass., and at Beaufort, N. 0. At the former place during the spring of 1880, forty-
eight whales, valued at $14,037, were captured; at the latter place the average annual catch is
four whales, valued at $4,500. The total value of the shore whaling on the entire coast in 1880
reached about $18,000, which is far above the average year’s work. We are indebted to Mr. Earll
for facts about this fishery at Maine, and the southern North Carolina coast, and to Captain
Atwood for an account of the business at Provincetown.

COAST OF MAINE.

Shore-whaling in the vicinity of Tremont began about 1840. Mr. Benjamin Beaver and a
swall crew of men caught three or more whales annually for about twenty years, but gave up the
business in 1860. No more whales were taken from this time till the spring of 1880, when one
was taken and brought into Bass Harbor, and yielded 1,200 gallous of oil, but no bone of value.

® N. Y. Col. Rec., v, p.510.
tALEXANDER STARBUCK : Hist, Am. Whale Fishery, in U. 8. Fish Com. Report, 1875-76,
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Capt. J. Bickford, a native of Winter Harbor, is reported by Mr. C. . Guptil to have cruised
off the coast in 1845 in schooner Huzza, and to have captured eight whales, one of which was a
finback, the rest humpback whales. This schooner made only one season’s work, but in 1870 Cap-
tain Bickford again tried his luck in a vessel from Prospect Harbor and captured one finback
whale. _

Mr. Earll states that according to Oapt. George A. Clark and Captain Bickford whaling was
extensively carried on from Prospect Harbor for many years. The fishing began about 1810,
_ when Stephen Clark and Mr. L. Hiller, of Rochester, Mass., came to the region, and built try-
works on the shore, having their lookout station on the top of an adjoining hill. The whales
usnally followed the menhaden to the shore, arriving about the first of June and remaining till
September. When one was seen the boats, armed with harpoons and lances, immediately put
out from the land and gave chase. If they succeeded in killing the whale, it was towed to the
flats of the harbor at high water, where it was secured and left to be cut up at low tide. Ten
years later they began using small vessels in the fishery, and by this means were enabled to go
farther from land. The fishery was at its height about 1835 to 1840, when an average.of six or
seven whales was taken yearly. The largest number taken in any one season was ten. The
average yleld of oil was 25 to 30 barrels for each whale. The business was discontinued about
1860, since which date but one or two whales have been taken.

COAST OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the early part of the present century whales were abundaunt along this coast, and' Province-
town whalers in small boats frequently captured a large number in a season. The Gloucester
Telegraph of November 6, 1850, says: “A right whale was taken at Provincetown last Thursday
by a party in three boats. It is estimated to yield 60 barrels of oil.”

In the Barnstable Patriot of N ovember 12, 1861, is the following item :

¢ Whale.—On Saturday morning the spout of a whale which was discovered playing around
off Nauset in the midst of a fleet of some 200 mackerel fishermen was suddenly cut short by a
Nantucket fisherman, the Sam Chase making fast to him. This is the fifth whale taken by Sam
Chase since July 25, and will make about 25 barrels. The five will have made 125 Larrels, worth
$1,500,”

Whales have from time to time been stranded- on the beaches about Cape Ann; several have
also been found by fishing vessels and towed into Gloucester Harbor. In July, 1833, one §0 feet
long, and measuring 10 feet through, was towed into the harbor and tried out on Eastern Point. The
Cape Ann Advertiser of Uctober 21, 1870, records the capture off Eastern Point of a whale 45 feet
in length. In the spring of 1880 finback whales were unusually abundaut in Ipswich and Massa-
chusetts Bays, so that fishermen in their dories were in some cases alarmed for their own safety,
as the whales were darting about in pursuit of schools of herring. Six of this species of whale
were found dead floating in the bay and towed into Gloucester harbor. They had been killed by
Provincetown whalers. ‘Three of them were tried out at Gloucester; the remainder were allowed
to drift to sea again,

Captain Atwood writes the following account of the shore-whaling at Provincetown in 1880:
¢ Barly in March there came into our bay and harbor immense quantities of herring and shrimp,
They were tollowed by a great number of finb ack whales, that remained here most of the time in
greater or less uumbers until about the middle of May, when they all left the coast. During the
time they were here many of them were killed with bomb-lances. They sank when killed, and
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remained on the bottom some two or three days, when they floated on the surface, and as they
were liable to come up in the night or during rungged weather, when the whalemen were not on
hand to take care of them, many drifted out to sea, and were lost or picked up by Gloucester fish-
ing vessels and towed to that port. A few were brought to Provincetown by thesc vessels, with
whom the proceeds for the oil were divided. There were brought in and landed at Jonathan
Cook’s oil works on Long Point 38 whales, from which the blubber was stripped and the oil
extracted. Two other whales brought in were sold to parties who tcok them away for exhibi-
tion, one to Boston and the.other to New York.

“Early in June immense guantities of sand.eels (Ammodytes) came n our harbor and bay and

remained several days. About the 10th of Jupe there appeared plenty of whales feeding on the
sand-eels. They were again attacked by our men, when a number of them were killed in a few
dajys, and ten were saved and landed at the oil works. Probably as many more that were not killed
outright received their death wound, went out of the bay, soon after died, and were lost,

“The forty-eight whales delivered at the oil works yielded about 950. barrels of oil, that sold
at an average price of 40 cents per gallon.

“ When the first whales were killed it was supposed the whalebone in their mouths was-worth-
less, and it was not saved; but subsequently some was saved and sold at 15 cents per pound. The
average quantity of bone in each whale is about 250 pounds. Probably the bone of thirty-five
whales has been saved, making an aggregate of 8,750. . .

“No whales have come in of late; our men are still anxiously looking for another school,
hoping they will come again and give them another benefit.

¢ Total for the season’s work :

48 whales, 29,925 gal1on8 Of 0il, 85 40 CONEE. - «nconenenen cee aem ameeeannan e $11,970 00
1 whale, sold for exhibit in Boston .. ... coii. coiniritiiiciiiiiee ot aaeesaaan 350 00
1 whale, s0ld for exhibit in New York ... ... iioiermii i iicceaaanen 405 00
8,750 pounds of whalebone from thirty-five whales, at 15 cents.......ccceaecvaee cann 1,312 50

14,037 50

¢ Besides the whales saved and taken to Provincetown, many of those lost by our whalers
were towed into other places; others have drifted on shore at different points. We hear of four
being towed into Gloucester, three into Boston, one to Newburyport, one to Cape Porpoise, one
Portland, one Mount Desert ; two drifted ashore at Scituate, two at Barnstable, one at Brewster,
one at Orleans, two at Wellfleet, one on the back of Cape Cod ; one was stripped of its blubber
at sea by a fishing vessel, that sold it in Boston. The entire catch from March to July was
probably one hundred whales, of which number nearly all were killed by Provincetown whalers.
Three of these whales were humpbacks; the rest were of the finback species.” v

In the fall of 1880 a finback whale about 50 feet long was killed in Cape Cod Bay, and towed to
Boston, where it was sold to an enterprising Yankee, who, after realizing quite a profit by exhibit-
ing it in Boston, conceived the idea of transporting it to Chicago for exhibition. It was accordingly
carefully cleaned and loaded upon a large platform car. Salt and ice were freely used for its
preservation. It reached Chicago, and was shown to the public as one of the wonders of the deep.
The enterprising exhibitor made several thousand dollars by this venture.

The following graphic description of whaling in Massachusetts Bay in 1881 was written for a
Boston newspaper: .

“ The denizens of Cape Cod have always been an amphibious population, largely taking their
living from, and making their fortunes upon, the waters of the oceans of the world. Especially is
this the case with the people of the lower half of the ¢ Right Arm,” who are fishers indeed. the
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majority of them taking to the water, like young ducks, immediately after their adventinto a sandy
world, and becoming experts in the navigation of its depths and the capture of its treasures even
before their schbool days have fully passed. .

“Provincetown occupies the extremity—the curling finger—of this cape, and its situatioun is
in every way peculiar, With the exception of a narrow strip or neck of sand heaps which unites
it to the main cape, it is surronnded by water—the salt water of the Atlantic—which rolls
unchecked between its outer shores and those of Enrope. 1ts outer coast line, beginning at a point
opposite the narrow neck alluded to, sweeps around in a grand circle alinost the entire circuit of
the compass, its outlines nearly resembling those of a gigantie capital O, as that letter is usually
found in manuseript. The inclosed water of this cirele is the harbor of Provincetown, and the
town is built along the inner shore, at the bottom of the basin. Outside is- the Race, Wood End,
and sundry interesting points of light-house, life-saving station, all of vast moment to mariners
and ship-owners. Inside is one of the singular harbors of the world, deep enough and spacious
enough to shelter a fleet of hundreds of the largest ships of the world at one time, and with pecu-
liarities belonging to itself sufficicnt to make it famous wherever these ships may sail.

“If there are any kinds of fish, or any methods of taking them, which are not familiar to the
waters or the people of Provincetown, their deseription is now in order. From the fry and minnow
for pickerel bait up to the 100-barrel right whale, Provincetown watershave witnessed the capture
of all kinds, and have frequently coutributed specimens over which savants have puzzled and
wondered. The beaches of her shores have received as loot mighty carcases of whales and black-
fisl ; shoals of porgies at one time, which all the teams of all the region could hardly remove soon
enough, so immense was the deposit, wh:ic ish-weirs (one of them took 700 barrels of mackerel a
few mornings since), try-works; and the implements and appliances of various fisheries mark the
scene in all directions.

“ Now, it has been no unusual thing, at any time since the establishment of this exaggerated
fish-net yclept Provincetown, for a whale of some variety to be occasionally stranded upon her
beaches, or captured by her cruisers or Loatimien, But it is only within the past three years that
the systematic pursuit of a leviathan witliu her waters has been established ; inother words, that
the home whale-tishery has been a feature of her business operations. A whale in the harbor of
Provincetown, especially at certain seasons, is almost as common a4 presence as that of a turtle in
a mill-pond ; but they are usually representatives of a class disliked and scorned by old-school
whalemen, and not remunerative to their capturers, unless the latter be meun of enthusiasm and
desperate enterprise. So that, although there are plenty of veteran whalers iu the region, it has
been left to the young Provincetowners of the present generation to inaugurate and establish an
enterprise which has already shown good results. One young ecaptain, with his erew, last year
took upward of 250 barrels of oil off Provincetown, and is scoring fair results the present season,
though the conditions have, so far, been very unfavorable. Some of his whales he captured in the
harbor ; but mainly his game was chased and killed in the water outside and near by.

“The variety of whale mostly found in Massachusetts Bay waters is the finback, a long,
clean, perfectly formed creature, growing sometimes to 75 or 80 feet in lengtl, but usually from
4b to 50 feet. He is the most complete model of craft for speed and easy working in the water
that can be imagined, and his tail in motion the most perfect development of the screw motor;
and, indeed, the finback moves through the water when occasion offers as the most rapid express
train never does on its tracks on Jand. It is timid and non-resistant, and it is principally on
account of its great speed and its habit of immediate fight when stricken that the old whalemen
detest it. Your veteran has no relish for being drawn to the bottom, boat and all, by an aqua-
tic race-horse possessing the traveling qualities of a meteor.



44 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

# Therefore, as hinted above, the youngsters who are perpetually learning new ¢kinks’ and
confounding their progenitors, have stepped into a new order of things. They 'begin with an
exact reversal of the old-time processes, which were to harpoon the whale, and then lance him to
death. The Provincetowner first lances his prey, and immediately after harpbons it, for reasons
and in pursanance of methods shortly to be given. ’

¢ The finbacks come in numbers early in the spring, following the bait which is their food—
herrings, sand eels, mackerel, and the like, and where this bait is found in reasonable quantities
the whales will surely be found. When feeding this whale stretches wide open his jaws, moves
forward among the bait on the surface with velocity until he has pocketed or scooped (in his
mouth) a quantity (some barrels), when he snaps together his front doors and swallows the catch,
having no teeth, nor -need of any. It is at this feeding season that he is easiest approached and
fastened to. When not feeding he is usually lazily sleeping, or disporting, and, indeed, the gam-
bols of this variety of whale seem to form a very necessary part of his existence, to which he pays
much attention. The antics of a calf in a pasture, or a young puppy in a back yard, are hardly
more diverting or singular than are those of a pair of whales in their festive moments. They will
stand on their heads and flourish their tails in the air; then stand upon their tails and snap their
jaws in the air, They whirl and roll and swash about, sometimes tearing the water into shreds,
and again darting about, exhausting every possibility of whale enjoyment. They are as full of
curiosity as a deer, or as are many of the fish varieties, and this they evidence frequently by play-
ing about the boats which have come out to capture them, reconnoitering and viewing these boats
from all sides, and sinking a few feet below the surface, following their every motion, while they
occasionally appear at the surface for an outside observation. ’

¢ When touched or struck their immediate impulse is to dash off like a rocket, and this
impulse they obey to perfection. To test their marvelous facility of speed, a harpoon was thrown
into one off the Race (the extremity of Cape Cod), when he started off across the bay in the direc-
tion of Boston, and in forty minutes had dragged -the boat and its contents of erew and imple-
ments within full view of Minot’s Ledge light-house. All the line was paid out by the boat’s crew
and they were finally obliged to slip for their lives.

‘A common fishing schooner is now fitted out for this whale-catching business, carrying a
whale-boat of the ancient approved construction, with sufficient men to man the boat and leave
some one or two on board vo follow in the vessel when the boat is actually engaged. The captain
usually handles the lance and harpoon, and pulls a spare oar when not thus engaged. Besides
" himself, four oarsmen and a boat-steerer comprise the crew of the boat of the successful captain
alluded to above.

¢ The bomb-lance is a most destructive weapon. The gun from which the lance is fired is of
very thick metal, and the breech is made heavy with lead to neutralize the recoil, which is heavy
with this kind of arm. The length of barrel is about 17 inches. The lance itself is of iron, with a
chamber 6 or 7 inches in length along the lower center, and solid between the chamber and
point, the latter tapering, and filed or ground to three edges. About the base of the lance are india-
rubber wings, folded when the lance is inserted in the gun, and acting as wad to make the lance
fit the barrel easily, and just rest upon the powder charge of the gun. When fired these rubber
wings expand, and, like the paper feathers of a boy’s dart, preserve the poise of the weapon. The
chamber of the lance is filled with powder, like a bomb-shell, and a one-second, or thereabout, fuse
is attached, so that, when the weapon is discharged into the body of a whale, it explodes within,
inflicting terrible wounds. Qare must be taken not to discharge the lance at too short range, as in
that case it will pass throngh and through the whale’s carcase without exploding, and entail no
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serious injury. About 30 feet distance is the range usually sought for. This implement, in the
hands of a cool and skillful sailor, works ¢like & charm,’ and great is its destruction of the life of
leviathan. To illustrate this, and also the whole matter, an actual day’s work of tHe captain
foresaid will now be detailed:

“ The present year the season has been very backward; east and cold winds and rough
weather have prevailed, and the bait was at least two weeks later than usual in the bay. On
account of these and other unfavorable circumstances the whale catch in Provincetown neighbor-
hood has thus far been small. At 2 o’clock on a morning in May of last year the crew of the
schooner was aroused by the captain, the vessel then lying near the wharves in Provincetown
Harbor. She was got under way, and the spouting or ¢blowing’ of a whale could be plainly
heard from her deck. At once the chase began, the experieuced captain working in the dark, at
times with prospects of suceess, but without itsattainment as the hours passed. That there was
more than one whale in the harbor was evident, and one of them was a humpback, a prize, indeed,
and much more valuable than a finback, yielding twice as much of oil for the same size of creature.
As dawn streaked and day opeuned, one after another various other craft in the harbor became
awakened to what was going on, and numerous boats’ crews put off from the shore to join in a chase
and possible capture, with the details of which they were perfectly familiar, and the tactics of
which were their common practice.

“The first rays of the sun fell upon an exciting scene. There were & humpback whale and a
finback coursing about the harbor, the latter fully 65 feet in length. The chasing boats and
vessels represented a great variety of craft, and a still greater variety of crews and individuals
engaged. There were tall, short, crooked, lank, old, and young bhoat-steerers; fat men puffing at
paddles, and lean men tugging at long oars. Excitement, emulation, and competition roused all
these men to prodigious efforts, and, in their anxiety and enthusiasm, they manifested the most
singular traits and cut the oddest pranks. The finback led them a desberate chase, now here, now
there, until hours had slipped away, and he was not caught, although the very élite of Cape
Ood skill in whale capture, aided by experienced veterans of the northers and . Pacific fleets, had
lent a hand. Away over on the east side of the harbor the humpback was finally stricken, a bomb-
lance entering his huge body, shattering his backbone in the explosion, and the monster died
instantly. A vigorous and triumphant yell announced the capture, but the finback escaped. The
schooner then proceeded outside, and followed the shore towards the Race.

“¥rom the time of leaving the harbor until noon not a whale was sighted. The waters of a
pond inshore were apparently no more free of the creatures than was Cape Cod Bay at that time.
About noon it fell flat calm, and the schooner drifted lazily. But as the early afternoon advanced
the cry of ¢ Blows! awoke every man to the knowledge that an immediate change in the status
might be at hand. The sun was burning hot, and the face of the bay like a mirror. In less time
after the first cry than it takes to tell the incident no less than fifteen ¢ blows’ were counted, and
whales were in abundance on every hand.

“The boat, which had been towing astern, was at once occupied, and the advance, which
promised the fairest success, was made without delay. The spouting columns appeared at regular
intervals, and soon the boat was in close proximity. Headway was stopped, the oarsmen
exchanged their oars for stumpy paddles, like those with which an Indian manages his canoe,
and every one of them took his seat upon the gunwale of the boat, paddle in hand, ready for
orders. The captain took his stand forward, gun in hand, ready to discharge the lance at the first
favorable opportunity. The whales (there were a pair of them, male and female, as it proved)
were sportive, and at once began a reconnaissance of the boat. They would sink about 10 feet below
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the surface, roll partly upon one side, and cast an eye upward, as if speculating upon the apparition,
and occasionally come up, blow, and roll lazily under again. Their every motion could be plainly
seen While'they were under water, and their movements anticipated. The captain singled out the
female, the largest and best animal, and thenceforth ull attention was paid to her movements. At
last she came slowly to the surface, just moved her immense tail with the necessary motion to
change her direction, and started directly across the bow of the boat, under the very nose of the
captain. A straightforward bow shot was what he had been waiting for, and in an instant the gun
was at his shoulder. Up to this moment the men had all been guided by expressive wavings of the
captain’s hand ; and his every motion was watched as men watch for a drop to fall during an
execution. As the gigantic finback passed—she proved to be upwards of 65 feet in length—she
rolled slightly to one side, and threw up the flipper nearest the captain as a man would throw up
the elbow of his bent arm to a level with the shoulder. Quick as thought the captain fired, the
lance struck the huge carcass just under the flipper and entirely disappeared, and the empty gun
was flung along the bottom of the boat. )

« Instantly the captain was standing on the bow deck, harpoon in hand. The whale was
motionless, apparently with absolute astonishment. In this moment of quiet, which could not be
prolonged, the boat slightly advanced, the captain’s both hands arose high in the air, the harpoon
descended directly downward, and the whale was transiixed, the iron entering her body near the
tail.. The lance had seemingly hardly left the gun at greater speed than the initial movement of
that whale when consciousness was arouc 2d. The whale line attached to the harpoon was coiled
with characteristic care in two tubs nearly amidships, led aft around the loggerhead in the stern
deck, and then forward through a notch in the extreme bow, out of which it was kept from slip-
ping by a pin passed through the two upper parts of the crotch. Instantly every wman was stand-
ing along this line, grasping it with hat in hand to preserve it from the intense friction. The
loggerhead was kept constantly wet, and a man stood over it, hatehet in hand, to cut upon the first
¢ foul, or other indication of extreme danger. And ..ow appeared the wisdom of the movements.
The lance had entered the vitals of the whale, inflicting, it was well known, a terrible internal
wound upon its explosion. * Had this not been the case, and only the harpoon held the whale, she
would have finished the race incontinently by obliging the crew to slip the line, or be drawn
undeg water. As it was, she must sooun come up for further action. To appreciate the situation
that ensued, you should bhave seen that boat go through the water; that is, you should have been
seated upon one of her thwarts or along her bottom. The whale moved forward and also down-
ward, and the water was then many fathoms deep. The downward movement, of course, depressed
the bow of the boat, and the immediate danger was from being drawn under by motion too swift to
allow the cutting of the surface. At once a greattrough was made in the smooth sea by the flying
craft, the boat occupying the cavity, and from both her sides a sloping bank of water, inclining
outward and upward, seemed builded about her. To one sitting upon a thwart and looking out-
ward, the surface of the bay seemed just opposite the line of his eyes, so great was the depression
of the trough.

“ Now, then, a sheer of the whale and the boat would take water at once over the side. The
forward movement became too swift, the bow too much depressed. Fathom after fathom was
allowed to slip around the loggerhead, until 50, 60, 80, 100 fathoms had been paid out, and three
or four minutes had elapsed. The whale had been struck off the Race, and had started across
the bay in the direction of Plymouth. ‘

“At the end of the time indicated the line began to slack and the whale to move upward from
the bottom of the bay. Still, however, she tore onward. As fust as could be the line was bauled
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upon, and all possible taken in. And now the whale is upon the surface, and great jets of almost
pure blood, red and arterial, rise in the air and fall backward upon her head and shoulders.
That tells the story. The boat rushes forward, and now seems to be floating in blood, so thick
have the waters become with it, and the smell arising is deadly sickening and almost suffocating
to the inexperienced.

 «Down again the creature goes, to remain about the same tix‘ne as at first. The speed hardly
diminishes. Up again she comes, and now the noise of her spouting is as of buge pipes obstructed,
and soon great clots of blood and substance fall as before npon the surface of the water. Every
muscle in every man is as tense as whalebone, and every nerve like steel. Each says to himself,
‘Will the end never come?d :

‘A breezo is rising on the castern board, but its outer edge is still far from the schooner.
The two men left on board the latter have headed ber in chase of the boat, but she is soon hull-
down in the view of the boat’s crew. No matter. There are successive risings of the whale at
more frequent intervals, and now it is largely water that she spouts, and the wonder is if she has
any more blood left in her carcass. Usually when a finback is killed the body sinks at once, and
does not rise again for forty-eight hours; and every lance is sta-xixped with its owner’s initials,
that carcasses found may be identified. Other varieties of whale, having more blubber, do not
sink, at least not so readily.

“An idea strikes the captain. ¢This whale,” he says, ‘has lost so much blood that I do not
believe she will sink, and I will try an experiment.” He means that he will not haul up to the
animal by the harpoon line and dispateh her with apother lance; but that he will follow her till
she dies of exhaustion and her present wound.

“Suddeuly the whale turns square about, and starts back toward the Race. There is some
confusjon, & slacking and jerking of the line, and all at once the barpoon slips, and whale and
boat are parted. And now the men growl and lower at the captaiﬁ, tor allowing their hard-earned
prize thus to escape. But he knows that a short tine must decide the contest and that the whale
must soon die.

“She is followed by her frequent spoutings of black blood and matter, and, her speed slack-
ing, the chase draws upon her. She stops. Will the captain give her another lance? The
proposal is useless, for her death flurry is began, and it will soon be seen whether the experiment
of the captain is to result favorably.

¢ And now she leaps full length out of the water, and falls prone upon it with a crash like a
falling building. The surface is streaked and torn with foam mingled with blood. She stands
now upon her head, now upon her tail; like lightning she davts hither and thither. She sinks
and rises, spouts and half rolls over. Every man is in position to keep clear of her, if in her frenzy
she blindly comes their way. ¢ For God’s sake, captain, look out!’ sbouts one; ‘here she comes!’
The warning is justified; she is coming full head toward the boat. But momently she staggers,
ceases effort; her motion slows; she rolls three-quarters over, and lies dead in the middle of Mas-
sachusetts Bay.

“The schooner is out of sight. Trom 3 o’clock until 5 she has been battling for life, and leading
her capturers such a chase as the world cannot equal under other conditions. The breeze-—a stiff
caster—has arrived. The whale must be towed home, but it is a serious matter with oars and
only the boat. Happily she has shut her mouth in dying, and will tow easier in consequence.
The captain’s experiment has worked well, and this was about the only finback captured in these
waters that season without sinking. )
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‘“But the breeze brings the schooner, after a somewhat blind chase. Provincetown Harbor
is reached next morning, and the whale landed at the try-works. There is no room here for further
detail or description. The captain is at this very moment cruising for whales off Grand Menan,
with a better Provincetown schooner than he had last year. But he has taken 90 barrels in Mas-
sachusetts Bay the present season.”

COAS™® OF RHODE ISLAND AND NEW YORK.

Whales hgve frequently been taken by vessels soon after starting on their voyages from New
Bedford and other ports, and sometimes schools of whales are seen close inshore. Of late years
. no organized effort has been made to engage in shore whaling, though during the last century the
coast of Long Island was a favorite place for this fishery.

The following clippings mention the capture of a right whale at Newport and the appearance
of a school of whales at the entrance of Long Island Sound:

“The whale, which for several days had been sporting in our river, was captured on Monday
last in fine style by a boat’s crew of young men from Newport. Mr. Oliver Potter laid the boat
alongmde as the whale came up, and Mr. Thomas White fastened the harpoon into her side. After
running the boat some distance she was lanced and carried into Newport. The whale is of the
right sort, about 44 feet long, and rated at 70 barrels of oil. A number of gentlemen of this town
have made arrangements to gratify the curiosity of those who may wish to see this creature of
the deep, and it will be exhibited for several days in a convenient place at Fox Point.”

“A Connecticut paper, dated August 16, 1873, states that the skipper of the sloop Annie, of
Saybrook, Conun., reports a large school of whales in close proximity to home. Monday, while
midway between Southeast Point, Block Island, and Montauk, a school of whales, numbering
probably thirty-five, was seen.from the Annie’s deck, gamboling near the Block Island shore,
whence they had been lured, it is supposed, by the prospect of a good feeding-ground. In the
school very few finbacks or humpbacked whales were to be seen. The majority were large whales,
some of them being not less than 70 feet in length. Boatmen report it a8 a common oceurrence
to see two or three finbacks in company in the race, but the appearance of so many large whales

is a new experience.”
COAST OF NEW JERSEY.

The only record we have of shore-whaling on this coast is that furnished by Mr. Earll, who,
while visiting the coast in 1880, learned that between 1810 and 1820 Capt. John Sprague, of
Manahawkin, with a crew of seven wmen, followed whaling exclusively for a few years, with fair
results. They had a camp and try-works on the shore, and were provided with a whale-boat, in
which they put off from the beach whenever a whale was seen.

JOAST OF NORTH CAROLINA.

The whale-fisheries of Beaufort seem to have been prosecuted continuously for a long period
of years, and the oldest inhabitants are unable to give any information of their origin. There
has never been any extensive business, and the fishing has been confined wholly to small boats
going out from the shore, with the exception of two vessels run during a few months each. The
first was the Daniel Webster, 24.15 tons, that fitted out for whaling in the winter of 187475, with
a crew from Provincetown, Mass., but after three mouths’ cruising she gave it up and returned to
Provincetown, having taken nothing. The next vessgl, the Seychille, 47.07 tons, came to Beaufort
in the winter of 1878-79, but was lost in the August storm of 1879, having taken nthing.
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The usual plan is for the fishermen to establish camps among the sand hills along the shore
between Cape Lookout and Little River, where they live from the lst of February to the last of
April, 'When the season arrives for whaling, three crews of six men each unite to form a camp,
and proceed to build a house out of rushes in somo desirable location near the shore, for protection
against the weather. Their boats, usually three in number, and their implements, are placed in
readiness on the beach, and a lookout selected, where one man is stationed, to give the signal if
the whales come in sight.

At this season of the year the whales are moving northward, and in their migrations often
come within a short distance of the shore, where they are pursued and often captured by the
fishermen. As soon as the whale is harpooned the ¢ drug” is thrown over, and when he turns to
fight the fishermen, armed with guns, shoot him with explosive cartridges, and, after killing him
with their lances, tow him to the shore, where they try him out.

The number of crews varies with the season, it formerly averaging but two or three, of
eighteen men each. In the 'spring of 1879 four crews were engaged in this fishery, and five
whales were taken. .

In the spring of 1880 there were six crews of 108 men stationed between Cape Hatteras and
Bear Inlet, but the season being unusually opeu, most of the whales had passed before the fisher-
men came on the shore, and but one was taken, the bone and oil selling for $408.

The yearly catch of late is about four whales, averaging 1,800 gallons of oil and 550 pounds
of bone each, giving the catch a value of $4,500, The shares usually range from thirty to forty,
as follows: Each boat one share, the gun two shares, the gunner an extra share, and each steers-
man an additional one-half share, the men all receiving one share each,

The whaling-gun was introduced into the locality by the schooner Daniel Webster, of Prov-
incetowx;, in 1874.

COASYT OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA.

There are no regular whaling-camps on this coast, but whaling vessels from the north often
cruise 2 short distance off Port Royal, S. C., and Brunswick, Ga., sometimes mecting with good
success. These vessels are of the smaller class, ranging from 53 to 117 tons, and spend the winter
and early spring mouths before their departure for the off-shore grounds in capturing whales
near the bars off this coast. They were formerly in the habit of going to Fernandina, Fla., every
fall to ship their oil and bone to the North, but owing to the yellow fever at that place some of
them came to Brunswick, Ga., in 1876, and one of them secured a whale in this vicinity. The
following year two vessels came in January and remained till the middle of March, getting one
whale. The third year two whales were caught by the same vessel, and in 1879 four vessels
visited the locality, and had taken up to March 1, five whales yielding 226 barrels of oil and 2,750
pounds of bone. The whaling-ground is on a bar only about 4 miles from the shore. A whale
after being captured by the whalemen in boats, is towed by the vessel into the sound and there
stripped of blubber and the oil tried out. )

An exciting scene occurred at Chrarleston in the spring of 1880, which is thus described in the
Charleston News of January 8 :

«UNUSUAL SPORT IN CHARLESTON HARBOR.—Several days ago the almost unprecedented
presence of a whale in Charleston Harbor was announced. Whether driven here by stress of
weather, seeking misanthropic seclusion from his kind, or on an exploring expedition, will never
be known, but his presence was a huge black verity., Several timid and ineffectual attempts had
been made to effect his capture or destruction, but all were futile, until a regular hunt was
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organized yesterday, Mr. Armstrong Hall, engineer, and Captain Smith, of the tug Royal Arch,
leading it. The attacking force originally consisted of two of Messrs. Bangs & Dolby’s row-boats,
each manned by three oarsmen, an experienced and trustworthy coxswain, and a man in the bow of
each armed with a harpoon. Other boats with their crews joined in the chase, however, when the
whale was seen near Fort Sumter at about 9.45 a. m. He had been first met and struck on the
bar, however, by the boats above mentioned at about 8 o’clock, a harpoon and line being made fast
in his body near the tail. Pursuit was coutinued, one of the boats towing after the whale by the
lin’e, and the other being rowed to within a short distance of him as he would rise to blow, and the
harpoons being launched at him whenever a favorable opportunity offered. During the chase he
had been working his way to landward, and soon got in the shoal water near Fort Johnston, on
James Island. In his struggles he became entangled in the stout line attached to the harpooh,
and wound himself in it so that it held firmly. He remained in the shoal water during the morn-
ing, the line having been cut to save the boat during a “flurry,” and in the afternoon, at about
1.30 o’clock, an attempt was made to secure him. Four stearn-tugs;the Morgan, the Republie,
the Wade Hampton, and the Royal Arch—were present, besides probably fifty or sixty row-boats,
and a few small sailing craft. h

“The news of the capture had spread rapidly, and quite a crowd, including a number of ladies,
gathered on the battery and watched the struggle .that ensned. The line was taken aboard and
made fast to one of the tugs, which attempted to coax the fish toward the city. But the steamer
proved to be too unhandy for the delicate manipulation required, and the line was finally snapped,
a piece of considerable length being left attached to the whale worn en traine. Then ensued a
series of exciting maneuvers. The tugs would approach him in turn as opportunity offered, and
those aboard would drive lances and harpoons at him, with more or less effect, or attempt to throw
great running nooses over the flukes of his tail as they were thrust above the surface-in the
creature’s struggles. He indulged in a serics of the most extraordinary gymnastic performances,
turning complete Somersaults, and occasionally standing on his head, apparently for several
moments, with from 2 to 6 feet of his tail projecting above the water.

“Meantime, many of the small boats were dodging about him, and missiles were hurled at
him whenever a fair chance was offered. Time and again barbed harpoons and the long keen
blades of lances were plunged into his sides and back, and time and again did they fail to hold,
being drawn back by the lines by their owners. He was slowly but surely senfiling and turning
himself through the mud, which was seen upon his head several times, across the Ashley River
toward White Point Garden, the center of an ever-varying circle of all sorts of eraft, armed with
all sorts of weapons. In his progress he ran under the bow of the schooner Minnehaha, where
earnest efforts were made to lasso him, a compliment which he returned by standing on his head
and thrashing her with his tail until she shook from stem to stern. He struck several blows
upon her jib-boom, which was damaged somewhat, the rigging thereabout being badly torn. He
would lash the water with the flukes of his tail, making reports like the discharge of a musket,
and drenching all in his'neighborhood. He came to the surface frequently to blow, which he
did with a noise resembling that made by the blowing out of steam from an engine, sending a
fountain from each of his nostrils. At one time he got beneath the bow of one of the tugs, lifting
it almost clear of the water, and a stroke of his tail wrenched off one of the cabin doors that
stood open. It is impossible to describe, and almost impossible to imagine, the tremendous force
of one of these strokes. The great volumes of water that rose after each showed the immense
strength that was put forth in them. '



TAE WHALE FISHERY. 531

“Two of the tugs ran over him, and the propeller of the Wade Hampton gave him several
blows, the effects of which were seen upon his bleeding back as he next rose. The line had also
evidently chafed him considerably, the skin near the tail being perceptibly raw from it. It
appeared about this time as if he was almost exhausted. He would now and then cease his
struggles entirely, and lie placidly upon the water with almost bis entfire body exposed, as it
resting. Observers could almost imagine that they could see him pant, and his snorts came in
quick succession, and seemed to have a ring of distress or despair in them. His motions, too,
were slower and more languid, as if he were about. to relinquish the unequal struggle and die.

¢ All this time the two boats that had originated the chase had steadily followed him up, the
men in the bows driving their long lances into his body near where their experience taught them
was a vital point. Suddenly there was a cheer. .One of the tugs rather involuntarily had gotten
s0 close on him that the remainder of the line hanging to him was secured by a boat-hook, and
quickly spliced to another live on board. About half an hour of playing him followed, when the
line, which had been stranded gradually, again parted. Half a dozen efforts were made to throw a
noose over his tail from the deck of the Wade Hampton, from which place such trifles as a rifle-bullet
or 8o and two or three balls from a large revolver were fired into him without perceptible effect. One
or two of the efforts to throw the noose over bim were very nearly successful, but he seemed to
dodge beneath the water as it fell about him.

¢ Another cheer announced another apparent success. A lance thrust from one of the Bangs
& Colby boats bad evidently struck him deeply, and the men in her yelled exultantly as they rap-
idly backed away. The blood poured out aud dyed the water around, and in a few seconds a
gigantic plume of crimson spray arose as he came up to blow. As he lifted his side from the water
and struck another gigantic blow, the blood could be seen pouring forth in a stream like that from
a small hose. He lay comparatively quiet, and another and stronger line was passed about him
from the Morgan. With this he was played for another half hour, during which time the small
boats kept steadily striking himn whenever he appeared. He had by this time changed his course
somewhat, turning toward the center of the harbor, and crossing the stream across the bows of
the bark Framat, which he narrowly missed striking.

“The confusion of boats and lines was very great, tugs, bateaus, and row-boats being gath-
ered about the fish, alternately advancing and backing, amid a chaos of yells, oaths, cries of warn-
ing, and orders, the confusion being increased when the object of all attention would suddenly
begin to lash the water or execute some fancy movement, causing a wild scattering of craft on all
sides. That some one was not drowned or knocked in the head is a subject of general wonder.,

« At last, when just alongside the Wade Hampton, the whale, who had lines enough about him
almost for a ship’s rigging, seemed suddenly to decide to free himself by one mighty effort. Ina
second almost the water for many feet about him became a mass of seething, heaving foam. He
turned over and over, fairly churned the sea with his tail, threw first bis ugly head, and then the
great black rubber-looking flukes far above the surfuce, and bent himself almost double, straight-
ening out again with terrific violence. When the spray and foam were gone and men had an
opportunity to look, the Morgan’s line was found slack and broken. The whale had freed himself
and disappeared. His track was rapidly followed, the struggle having by this time been brought
to a point opposite the Southern wharves, which were packed with people.

“The game appeared once or twice at long intervals, and was ﬁna]ltv come up with by the
pursuers, now greatly diminished in numbers, on the eastern side of _Cooper River, near the
shore. Again the chase became hot, one or two strokes being given, and the Morgan running
over the whale again. About this time, however, he ran so close in that the tugs were afraid to
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follow, and stood idly at a distance. Only about seven row-boats were now engaged in he hunt,
the others having retired from it, among the few which still followed being that laid hands upon
by the News and Courier deputation. The fish turned and went down Hog Island Channel, the
oarsmen puliing steadily and cheerily after him. v

“Talk of sport! What sport is comparable with the rush through the water after such huge
game as this, when tired muscles forget their weariness and are endowed with fresh life at every
sight of the great head and every splash of the monster’s body? ¢Give away! Give away with a
will? And with oars going, the gdnwales parting the smooth water, which seemed to rush by, and
every nerve and sinew tense and firm, the chase followed, no one knowing fatigue or stopping to
measure distances in such a hunt. At last the boats huddle together, and spread again in a circle
as the fish is canght up with. A moment and he appears, and in that moment a long-boat shoots
by his side, and the man in the bow, cool and steady, and with a deliberation that looks cruel,
plunges his lance into the mountain of flesh, while the oars are backed with a rush and surge, and
the craft glides away. Again and again this is repeated, the boats moving in a continual semi-
circle, hemming the great fish in, and forming a barrier, which he could burst like pack-thread if

*he knew it, to the deep water where his safety and rest lie. Slowly he works out, tacking this
way and that, and getting the merciless steel upon almost every reappearance.

‘He was evidently weakeping this time. His plunges beneath the water were shorter and
shorter in duration, and he seemed to gasp for breath as he came up. At last a bare-footed sailor
in one of the first two boats, the man who struck the first blow in the morning (Garrison, of North
Carolina), drove his lance home. The boat backed away, but there was no need for it. An inert
black mass lay upon the surface, moving gently with the motion of the water. Dead at last.

“Then the boats rushed in and clustered around the dead giant. The Royal Arch came up,
and from her deck some one fired a rifle-ball into the whale’s back. There was something like a
shudder, a feeble serpentine motion of the body, and then stillness. This was just at sunset, off
Shem Creek, on the east shore, and cheer after cheer arose, the whistle of the tug joining in the
triumphal chorus. Lines were quickly made fast about the great body, and it was towed to Sulli-
van’s Island, where it will remain a pnrt‘of to-day.

“The fish is a ‘right whale.” As well as could be estimated last night his length is from 40 to
50 feet, and the thickness of his body from 10 to 15 feet. His captors estimate that he will yield
from $600 to 8800 worth of oil. When examined after death the body and sides of the monster
were found to be thickly seamed and scarred in cvery direction with the marks of the lances,
harpoons, and hooks, showing that the hunters bad aimed well.”

COAST OF CALIFORNIA.
By Davip S. JORDAN.

According to Captain Scammon ¢ shore-whaling was commenced at Monterey, in the year
1851, by Captain Davenport, formerly a whaling-master of much experience and enterprise. The
whales were pursued in boats from the shore, and when captured were towed to the beach and
flensed, much in the same manner, doubtless, as it had been done by our New England whalers
more than one hundred and fifty years ago. At the point where the enormous carcass was
stripped of its fat, arose the whaling-station, where try-pots were set in rude furnaces, formed of
rocks and clay, and capdcious vats were made of planks, to receive the blubber. Large mincing-
tubs, with mincing-horses and mincing-knives, cutting-sbades, ladles, bailers, skimmers, pikes, and
gaffs, with other whaling implements, surronnded the try-works; and near by, a low structure,
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covered with brushwood, constituted the store-house for oil. A light shanty, with four com-
partments, served the purpose of wash-room, drying-room, store-rcom, and cooper’s shop, and a
sort of capstans, termed ‘crabs,” were used in lien of the ship’s windlass, whereby the falls to the
heavy cutting-tackles were hove in, when fastened to the blanket-piece, which served to roll the
massive forms of the captured animals ou the beach during the process of flensing.”

“TFrom tbis experiment of local whaling,” continues Scammon, “sprung up a system of shore
or coast whaling, which has been prosecuted for over twenty years (1874), and which extends
from Half-Moon Bay (latitude 37° 30/), on the north, to Point Abanda (latitude 32° 20'), in Lower
California.” In 1874 there were “eleven whaling parties scattered along this belt of coast,
located at Half-Moon Bay, Pigeon Point, Montercy Bay (two), Carmel Bay, San Simeon, San
Luis Obispo, Goleta, Portuguese Bend (near San Pedro), San Diego, and Point Abanda. The
organization of each party is nearly on the same plan as that of the whale-ship’s officers and crew,
all being paid a certain share, or ¢lay,” which corresponds to the position or individual services
rendered by cach member. A ¢whaling company,’ as it is termed, consists of one captain, one
mate, a cooper, two boat-steerers, and eleven men; from these, two whale-boats are provided with
crews of six men cach, leaving four hands on shore, who take their turn at the lookout station, to
watch for whales, and attend to boiling out the blubber when a whale is caught. The stock of
the company consists of boats, whaling implements, and whaling gear, which is divided into six-
teen equal shares, and the ¢lay’ of each member is the same. The captain and mate, however,
are paid a bonus of $200 or $300 for the term of engagement, which is one year, and they are also
exempt from all expeuses of the company.

“The whaling year begins on the 1st of April, this being about the time that the California
gray whales have all passed toward the Arctic Ocean, and the humpback whales begin their
northern passage. The cruising limits of the local whalers exteud {rom near the shore line to 10
miles at sea. At dawn of day the boats may be seen, careening under a press of sail, or pro-
pelled over the undulating ground-swell by the long measured strokes of oars, until they reach
the usual whaling-ground, where the day is passed plying to and fro, unless the objects of pursuit
are met with. Iach boat is furnished with Greener’s harpoon-gun, mounted at the bow, besides
the bomb-gun in general use, which imparts to them more of a military appearance than the usual
aspect of a whaling craft. Generally, whales are first seen from the hoats, but occasionally they
are discovered by the man on watch at the station, who signals to the boats by means of a flag
elevated upon a pole, with which he runs toward the quarter where the whales are seen; or a
series of signals are made from a tall flag-staff,

“ The cetaceous animals {frequenting the coast, having been so long and constantly pursued,
are exceedingly wild and difficult to approach, and were it not for the utility of Greener’s gun
the coast fishery would be abandoned, it being now next to impossible to ¢ strike’ with the hand-
bharpoon. At the present time (1874) if the whale can be approached within 30 yards it is con-
sidered to be in reach of the guh-har’poon. When the gunner fires, if he hits his game, the next
effort made is to haul up near enough to shoot a bomb-lance into o vital part, which, if it explodes,
completes the capture; but if the first bomb fails the second or third one does the fatal work.
The prize is then towed to the station, and, if it be night, it is secured to one of the buoys, placed for
the purpose, a little way from the surf, where it remains until daylight, or until such time as it is
wanted to be stripped of its blubber. The whales generally taken by the shore parties are hump-
backs and California grays; but occasionally a right whale, a finback, or a sulphur:bottom i
captured.
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“The localities of several of the stations are quite picturesque. Some of them are necarly
concealed from seaward view, being inside some rocky reef, or behind a jagged point, with its out-
lying rocks, upon which each successive wave dashes its foam, as if forbidding tke approach of
ship or boat. The one which most interested us is half hidden in a little nook, on the southern
border of the Bay of Carmel, just south of Point Pinos. Scattered around the foot-hills, which
come to'the water’s edge, are the neatly whitewashed cabins of the whalers, nearly all of whom
are Portuguese, from the Azores or Western Islands of the Atlantic. 'Chey have their families with
them, and keep a pig, sheep, goat, or cow prowling around the premises; these, with a swmall
garden-patch, yielding principally corn and pumpkins, make up the general picture of the hamlet,
which is a paradise to the thrifty clan in comparison with the homes of their childhood. It is a
pleasant retreat from the rough voyages experienced on board the whale-ship. The surrounding
natural scenery is broken into majestic spurs and peaks, like their own native isles, with the
valley of the Rio Carmel a little beyond, expanded into landscape loveliness.

“Under a precipitous bluff, close to the water’s edge, is the station, where, upon a stone-laid
quay, is erected the whole establishment for cutting-in and trying-out the blubber of the whales.
Instead of rolling them upon the beach, as is usually done, the cutting-tackles are suspended from
an elevated beam, whereby the carcass is rolled over in the water—when nndergoing the process
of flensing—in a mannper similar to that alongside a ship. Near by are the try-works, sending
forth volumes of thick black smoke from the scrap-fire under the steaming caldrons of boiling oil-
A little to one side is the primitive storehouse, covered with cypress boughs. Boats are hang-
ing from davits, some resting on the quay, while others, fully equipped, swing at their moorings in
the bay. Scaward, on the crest of a cone-shaped hill, stands the signal-pole of the lookout station.
Ada to this the cutting at the shapeless and half-putrid mass of a mutilated whale, together with
the men shouting and heaving on the capstans, the screaming of gulls and other sea fowl, mingled
with the noise of the surf about the shores, and we have a picture of the general life at a California
coast-whaling station.”*

In 1879 shore whale-fisheries were, or had lately been, in operation at the following points on
the coast of California: )

(@) Santo Tomas, in Lower California, about 35 miles south of San Diego.

(b) Cojo Viejo, in Santa Barbara County, just south ot Point Conception and 51 miles west of
Santa Barbara.

(¢) Port Starford, in San Luis Obispo County.

(d) San Simeon, in San Luis Obispo County,

(¢) Carmelo Bay, in Monterey County.

() Monterey, in Montercy County.

There have been whale-fisheries also at the following points :

(a) Ballast Point, at S8an Diego.

(b) Dead Man’s Island, in San Pedro Bay, Los Angeles County.

(¢) Portuguese Bend, just north of San Pedro Bay, n Los Angeles County.

(d) Goleta or Moore’s Landing, 8 miles west of Santa Barbara, in the same county.

(¢) Point Sar, in San Luis Obispo County.

(f) Pigeon Point, in San Mateo County.

(9) Half-Moon Bay, in San Mateo County.

* S0AMMON: Marine Mamialia, pp. 247-250,
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The first shore-whaling camp on the California coast was established by Capt. Joseph Olark
near Monterey, about the year 1851.* I'rom Montercy Captain Clark went to San Diego and
thence to Portuguese Bend. He went to San Simeon about 1864.

Capt. Frank Anderson, who is said to be now the most expei'ienced whaling captain on-the
coast, is a native of the Azores Islands, his Portuguese name having been dropped ou naturalization
in the United States, as is the general custom among the natives of the Azores. He was at first a
whaler on ships from. New Bedford, then came to California in 1866, and since 1873 he lias had
charge of whaling-camps as captain. He was at San Luis Obsipo until 1874, at Portugueée
Bend till 1877 , and at Pigeon Point till 1879, when he with his entire company removed to Cojo
Viejo.

The San Diego fishery was established by Captain Olark about 1858, In 1869 tho whalers
were driven off from Ballast Point in January, the land being taken. for Government purposes,
The company lost the rest of that year; then they went to Santo Tomas, in Mexico, at which point
a company has been most of the time subsequently, but Captain Anderson is informed that they
have now suspended. Before the arrival of this party at Santo Tomas, another party, under Cap-
tain Price, had been there in 1864 and 1865. "The Mexican Government charged a fee of about
$50 annually, and the United States customs officers at San Francisco admitted the oil free of duty,
although shipped from a Mexican port, ¢in consideration of the fact that they were Awericans
aud poor men who worked for their living.” This privilege was afterwards refused.to certain San
Francisco capitalists.

In 1866 a station existed for a short time on Dead Man’s Island, a circular rock rising in San
Pedro Bay.

Portuguese Bend is an unusually good station for winter whaling, although little comes there
in sammer. While there Mr. Anderson used to work only in winters. In the three winters,
December to April, spent there, 2,166 barrels of oil were obtained.

Pigeon Point has many summer whales, bat the water is too rough in winter. The first year
1,000 barrels were obtained ; the second year 564. - In 1877, in the month of September, a whale
120 feet long is reported by the New Bedford Standard to have been “ towed into Pigeon Point
for the whualing company, making two whitles at anchor at that port.” '

. Goleta was -not a very good station. The ca.mp came about 1870 and broke up in 1878,
There were three companies there in all, the first of Jamaica negroes. One winter 450 barrels
were obtained therc,

‘Whaling was practiced is Los Angeles County for a time, but was discontinued in 1876.

The tollowing species of whales are found on the Pacific ¢oast:

(1) Sperm whale, not taken by shore camps.

(2) Bumpback whale, or summer whale.

(3) Gray whale, or devil fish, so called because it tights harder than the others.

(4) Right whale, not often seen. , )

(6) Sulphur-bottom whale (Sibbaldius sulfureus Cope). Large, 30 to 110 feet long. Twelve
of them were taken at Pigeon Poing, but none yet at Cojo. They pass by going north in April
and south in the fall. They are hard to hold or tow, because when dead the under juw drops
down.

(6) Yinback. Two struck at Oojo, but lost in deep water. They are very slim, with but
litele blubber, 100 to 120 feet long, and make about 30 barrels of oil.

* Scammon says the first camp was catahlished by Captain Davenport, at Mouterey, in 1851,
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(7). Bdwhead, seen only in Arctic regions.

(8) Russian whale. Scarce and only in Arctic regions. Very large.

The humpback whale goes north in summer, returning iun the fall. Some migrate as far as
Alaska, but many not beyond Point Concepcion. This is therefore almost the only species taken
in summer. Four have been taken at Cojo this'year. The cows are about 50 feet long, and the bull
whales about 45. The former produce about 70 barrels of oil, the bulls about half as much. The
four taken at Cojo produced 148 barrels of oil. This species was formerly mech more abundant than
now. Since 1875 it bas become quite scarce. The whalebone of this species is black, but of little
value; said to be worth .045 per pound in Japan, but not worth shipping. The oil of this species
is white and quite thick. The reddish and thinner oil of the gray whale sells more readily, but
both bring the same price. The oil of the sulphur-bottom whale is like lard, and becomes solid
in cold weather. Al these oils are chiefly used in rope-making; some of it in leather working.
The o0il made from blubber is more valuable than that taken from the inside, and is kept sep-
arate from the latter. The gray whale is usually about 45 feet long, the bulls 35. They gen-
erally follow the line of the edge of the kelp in going southward. There are usually two or three
togethér. ¢ They feed on sardines aud shrimps.” They go southward from December to February
to calve in the Gulf of California. Then they return northward from the latter part of Febraary
to May. The mnost of February is a ‘slack time,” when few are seen. When they return north-
ward the cows and calves usually keep well out to sea, the bulls farther toward shore. The
whalebone of this species is white, scanty, and worthless. A gray cow whale sometimes yields
about 90 barrels of oil; a bull less than half as much. ‘

Camp AT CoJo Viego.—The company consists of twenty men in winter and eighteen in
summer. Fifteen of these constitute the management, own the property, and share the proceeds
equally. Captain Anderson is employed by these, receiving $100 in cash and one-seventeenth of
all receipts (above freights and commission). There are two others receiving one thirty-fifth of
the proceeds, one one-fortieth, and another one fifty-fifth. Two Chinamen also accompany the
camp, receiving for their services the sinews of the whale, which are shipped to China, supposably
for soup. These sinews used to sell at 50 cents per pound to the Chinese in San Francisco, then
at 40 cents, and afterwards there was no market. They are now worth about 25 cents per pound
in San Francisco, and are said to sell at §1 per pound in China. There are 20 to 30 poundy of
sinews in a whale.

The whole company at Cojo came originally from the Azores, with the exception of two or
three from the Madeiras. The same persons counstituted the company on Pigeon Point. The cow-
pany have built for themselves a large house, in which they eat and sleep, and store their guns
and harpoons. Beside this, the captain, who is accompanied by his wife, has a separate smaller
bouse, and the Chinese another after their fashion. These are on a bluff above the beach. On a
cliff above is a signal-port, where two men watch for whales, On the beach below are the kettles
for trying the oil, the barrels, and other things of that sort. In a little laguna are the two whale-
boats not in use.

The entire outfit cost about $2,000, exclusive of the houses, &c. The total expenses of the camp
are 84,000 to 5,000 yearly. There are four whaling-boats, two being in use each half of the year,
while the others are beiug repaired, painted, &c. These were made in New Bedford, where they
cost $145 each, but cost $200 at San Francisco. The outfit of a boat when ready to attack a
whale is worth about $600. It consists of eight bomb-lances, two harpoons, one 200-fathom line,
two guns, a swivel-gun, worth $200, for the harpoons and large bombs, and a smaller gun, worth
$56, for the bomb-lances. The smaller bomb-lances are made in Norway, and come twenty-five in
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a box, at $94 per box. These are shot at the whale from a short thick gun, held at the shoulder.
They explode in the flesh of the whale, *disgusting him,” but not usnally killing him. Of the
sixteen gray whales thus far taken at Cojo, there was but one which did not have scars from
bomb-lance wounds. The whales are becoming so shy, that these things can rarely be shot closely
enough to prove effectual. These bomb-lances are a little over a foot long. A much larger bomb-
lance, holding a pound of powder, invented by Anderson, and made for him in Norway, is used
by this camp. It is fired from the swivel-gun, and usually kills the whale. They cost 5 each.

The harpoons are usually much more effectual. The sort used, differing somewhat from any in
use in the Atlantic, is manufactured in Cambria, in San Luis Obispo County. A rope is fastened
to this, and it is shot from the large swivel-gun at the whale. These harpoouns fired from guns
have been in use on the coast since about 1868; the Cambria harpoon by Anderson since about
1872. The harpoons cost $9 each. Some of them have been used five times, but occasionally
one i hopelessly bent, or the rope holding it is broken. The swivel-gun is made in. England. It
is placed in the bow of the boat; sometimes men are killed by the recoil. One man in Ander-
son’s camp was kicked in the chest by it and died of hemorrhage. The harpoon weighs 7to 9
pounds, the rope about 37 pounds. The gun will not shoot well more than 150 feet, the deflec-
tion of the projectile preventing it from striking squarely at a greater distance. At a distance of
more than 90 feet it is necessary to aim above the whale. Unless the whale is held by a line, it is
likely to sink when dead, and in rough weather it is hard to prevent them from sinking even
when so held. Harpoons are thrown by hand only when necessary to bold up dead whales. The
whale-lines are brought from New Bedford.

The company arrived at Cojo from Pigeon Point April 25, 1879, and devoted the following
summer to getting ready for work. The following are the dates when whales were caught; hump-
back whales, October 18 and 24, two on each day ; California gray whales, on December 14, 21, 24,
28, and 29, January 5, 9, 10, 12 (two whales), 14, 17, 21, 22, 25, February 1; making a total of
twenty whales up to February 14. A camp is considered to do well if obtaining fifteen whales
per year. The rent of the land, with privilege of garden, cow-pasture, and firewood, is usually
about 100 per year, but is only $1 at Cojo.

The oil is barreled, and being rolled into the surf is taken on a lighter and traunsferred to a
San Francisco steamer and consigned 1o parties in San Francisco for sale. On January 23 there
were shipped 3,285 gallons; IFebruary 2, 13,5343 gallons; now on hand, 315 gallons; total prod-
uct, April to February, 17,1344 gallons, worth about 45 cents per gallon in San Frauncisco. The
botes of the whale are worth abont 810 per ton for soap-making in San Francisco, but their
shipment from Cojo is not considered profitable. N

CarMELO Camp.—At the south end of the Bay of Carmelo is & whaling-camp, consisting of
seventeen men all told; all Portuguese, from Azores Islands, commanded by Captain Mariano.
The outfit is owned by a company of four, of whom Mariano is one, and the rest are outside
parties. The other sixteen are hired on different lays, averaging one-fiftieth. The captain receives
one-fifteentl. During the past year they have caught three humpback, one finback, and three
gray whales, one of the humpback whales in the spring, which is unusndl. Two hundred barrels
of oil have been obtained, the finback yielding 30 barrels of a lighter oil, but selling for no wore.
This company runs from October to March only, the men then disbanding and going elsewhere.
They have two whaling-boats only, and use the harpoons made by G.W. Proctor, at Cambria or
San Marcos, and also sometimes those made by Merritt, in Monterey. Carmelo is a very good
whaling-station, inferior to Monterey only, but there is not 8o good a chance for long chases of
whales. Three right whales were seen this year, but none caught. Last year Mariano’s company
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was at Point Sur, farther south in Monterey County. There are many whales at Point Sur, but
‘the coast is very rugged and the sea runs very high, so that for much of the winter the boats had
to be hauled out of the water and the men dared not venture out. In 1878-’79 at Point Sur, one
humpback, three gray, and a right whale were taken, and in 187778, at Point Sur, one gray and
one-sulphur bottom. One large man-eater shark (Carcharodon rondeleti) was taken by the whalers
at Carmelo last year. A

MONTEREY WHALING COMPANY.—Another whaling-camp is at Monterey. This consists of
twenty-three men all told, all Portuguese, and all but one from the Azores. This company has
no captain, but their most efficient man; Mr. Verissimo, is made secretary, having charge of all
business and receiving no salary. The three boat-headers in the company receive a lay of one
twenty-third, the cook is hired outright, and the residue of receipts are divided equally among the
other nineteen who own the outfit. This company, with changing membership, has been in
Monterey since 1855. Verissimo has been here since 1867. This year fourteen whales have been
obtained from September to April—seven gray whales (three down and four up whales), six hump-
back whales, and one right whale—besides two basking sharks (Cetorhinus maximus); in all 500
barrels of whale-oil and 8 of shark-oil.

The basking shark is rare here, sometimes not seen for twenty years. This year several were
seen in Monterey Bay. ¢ When a man is on the lookout for whales he can’t see sharks.” The
sharks come to the surface at times, and remain quiet for a while, and their ¢ flukes” and dorsal
fing may be seen by one who is W‘Ltchmg The shark-oil should be worth 60 to 75 cents a gallon,
each shark yielding 125 gallons. In 1878-79 one humpback and three gray whales were taken,
making 185 barrels of oil, and in 1877-"78 eight whales, making 500 barrels. Years ago this busi-
ness paid better, for whales were more abundant, and higher prices were paid for the oil,

This company own three good boats, New Bedford made, and four guns of each kind. Their'
harpoons are mostly made by Merritt, a blacksmith in Monterey, They are thought superior to
Proctor’s, in that they are less likely to slip out of the whale; the posterior ﬁange of the head is
wider, With one of them nineteen whales have been shot. They are made of Swiss iron, and
cost $10 each.

The Monterey Democrat thus describes the dangers of shore-whaling in that vicinity: “ On
Friday of last week the crew of one of our whale-boats narrowly escaped total destruction. They
had struck and made fast to a California gray, a speeies particularly vicious, and were approaching
him for a shot with the bomb-gun. There were a lot of porpoises around the creature, which sud-
denly appeared to be ¢ gallied’ by them, and paused in bis race. The boat under sail and running
swiftly, got, unawares, within the sweep of the leviathan’s tail, and when the shot was delivered
a stroke in response from that tremendous creature crushed like an egg-shell the timbers of its bow.
The sea rushed in throngh the fracture, and the boat being weighted down with her crew, an
anchor, and two heavy guns, sank below the surface. The captain had been struck in the side by
a fragment of the broken timbers, and was almost paralyzed. In the confusion, for a moment or
two, no one thought to cut the rope by which the fish was fast, and it bad resumed its fight. A
tragedy was imminent, but luckily the captain recovering himself, ordered the rope to be cut, and
the immediate and most pressing danger was escaped. The peril was, however, still considerable.
Two of the crew could nof swim, and they were all immersed to their necks in ice-cold water.
Once or twice the boat rolled over, and they were in that perilous condition for half an hour before
their consort, which was at some distance, heard their cries, and came to their rescue.”

The following item about whaling at Monterey appeared in the Moutervy Oalifornian:
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“Last week our Portuguese fishermen killed a large female whale of the California gray
species (Rhachianectes glaucus), about 60 feet in length, being some 22 feet larger than has ever
been. killed here before—the average of females killed being about 42 feet. After cutting off the
blubber they found inside a nearly full-grown nale calf, which measured 18 feet from the end of its
nose to the tip of its tail, or fluke, as the whalers call it; the circumference of the body at its
center 9 feet ; the head about 4 feet in length; pectoral fins 3 feet; breadth of tail 33 feet, and it
had two ridges on the lower jaw. When brought on shore it still had 3 feet of the umbilical cord
attached to it. The whalebone on its upper jaw was soft and white; the tongue large and soft; -
the eyes mnearly full size, aboug as large as a cow’s, and the skin was of a dark brown, mottled
white. It had no dorsal fin. The females, when with young, generally keep off shore when on
their way down south, to bring thent forth in the warm waters of the bays of Lower California,
where they remain all winter and go north in the spring. The females, when with calf, are danger-
ous, as they often attack the boats of the whalers. The writer once suw a boat cut completely in
two by the flukes of one of these whales, and it looked as if it had been chopped in two by a dull
ax ; and several of the men were wounded. The term of gestation is about one year. Formerly

‘these marine mounsters were so numerous in Monterey Bay that whalers would fill up lying at
anchor. Oftentimes they would be seen playing in the surf and rolling the barnacles out of their
sides and backs on the sand beach—an odd way of scratching themselves.”

SAN StMroN WHALING CoMPANY.—The men in this company are all Poftuguese but one,
and most of them are from the Azores Islands. Captain Clark (née Machado) is from the Azores,
whence he shipped as a seaman to the United States, IHe began whale-fishing at Monterey, where
an American, Captain Davenport, the first California shore-whale tisher, was engaged before him.
In 1858 he began whaling at San Diego. In 1864 he was at Portuguese Bend, and in 1865
started the San Simeon Camp, where he has ever since remained.

There are twenty men in the camp at San Simeon. They are hired by Captain Clark, who
owns the entire outfit. The boat-pullers receive oue-fiftieth of the lay (3. 'e., all receipts), the
boat-steerers receive one-fortieth, and the strikers one-sixteenth.

Thirteen whales have been taken this season (up to February 21). Ono summer whale or
humpback, November 15; the others all gray whales. No other kinds have ever been secured by
Clark, and the humpback whale is not taken later than December.

The last whale southward bound was taken January 29, and a few northward-bouud whales
hiave been noticed—about February 18, the first February 7.

The following is the record of the number taken each year at San Simeon: 1865 to 1871, 2
to 25 each year, never less; 1872, 21; 1873, 22; 1874, 16; 1875, 12; 1876,.7; 1877,13; 1878, 3;
1879, 14==500 barrels; 1830, 13 4-. ‘ .

1t takes about ten or twelve whales per year to pay the expenses of the cainp, especially now
when oil is so low. Iour hundred and fifty barrels of oil have been obtained this year and shipped
to Obarles Sealy, of San Francisco, to be sold on commission. Since 1865 the whales have been
growing more scarce and more shy. When they return from the South they keep out farther than
when they come down. The sea is often rougher, and the head winds render it difficult to follow
"them. They rarely take more than four return whales. At San Diego only gray whales, and
rarely a right whale, are taken. »

The camp is provided with four whale-boats made in New Bedford, costing $200, $175, $150,
and $150 each. Two are invuse for whaling and one for towing all the time, the other rests. There
are also two swivel-gans, made in England, each costing $200; two bomb-guns, made in New
Haven (1), costing 850; and some bomb-lances, made in Norway. The harpoons are made by G.
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W. Proctor, formerly of Cambria, now of San Marcos, San Luis Obispo County. Mr. Proctor is a
blacksmith. He began making harpoons in 1870 or 1871. The first one made was presented
to Captain Clark, who struck three whales with it and then put it up to keep for luck. Mr. Proc-
tor has no patent ou the harpoons, and no warerooms or factory. He makes them out of the very
best iron, better than that used in the English harpoon. They are heavier than the latter, and
the posterior part of the head is made thick, instead of thin and sharp. There is also a little cou-
trivance by which the turning of the head in the flesh is made more certain. They are now used by
nearly all the California whalers, and are considered by them as better and more durable than the
others. The harpoons are used for making fast to the whale; thg bombs for killing. Often flint
lance-heads and bone harpoons of the Eskimos are found in the whales, and very few of them are
unscathed. The neighboring Chinamen help when a whale is brought in, receiving the sinews
for their share. The total outfit is worth $1,000 to $1,500; the houses about $300.

Whales going down are fatter than when returning. A south-bound whale makes perhaps
35 barrels of oil, but a north bound only 25 barrels. Mostly bull whales are taken. On the south
journey the larger cows come nearest shore and first. When they return the cows and calves are
farthest out, the bulls and dry cows near shore.

Portuguese Bend was once a good whaling-station, but lacked wood and water. San Diego
was an excellent station until the oaly suitable place was taken by the Government. Santo Tomas
is a good place from the chance of taking sperm whales.

PORT STARFORD CAMP.—This camp is located on ¢ Whaler’s Point,” about a mile north of
the landing at ¢ Port Starford.” This camp consists of 21 men, all but one Portuguese, and mostly
from the Azores. To the American, Michael Noon, I am indebted for the information obtained,
Captain Marshall (Marsiali) being away. The property is owned by four or five shareholders, the
captain being one of them and the others are hired by these, each man receiving a particular lay,
the oarsmen one sixty-fifth to one-seventieth, the boat-steerers one thirty-tifth to onc-fortieth, the
strikers one-seventeenth to oue-twentieth. The station is usually fairly good but this year they
have had poor luck; ouly four whales, all gray, having been secured. In 1879 nine, in 1878
eleven were taken. Most of these weré gray; though a few humpbacks were taken in the fall.
One hundred and fifty barrels of oil have been shipped to San Francisco from. this camp. They
have three whale-boats here made at New Bedford. The other items of outfit are the same as at
San Simeon. The whole cost about $1,500, and would sell for about half that amount.

Captain Marshall established the station here, and has been in charge all the time since its
beginning in 1868 or 1869. The men in this company, as at San Simeon, are discharged in the
summer, and a new set hired each fall, many of them different. Some of its members are engaged
in summer in fishing for the market of San Luis Obispo.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION.—The aggregate awmount of oil taken by the several shore par-
ties, prior to 1874, is estimated by Scammon at not less than 95,600 barrels; of this amoununt 75,600
barrels were obtained from California gray whales, and 20,000 barrels from humpbacks, finbacks,
and sulphur-bottoms. “The value of the oil may be placed at about 813 a barrel, which would give
a gross of about $1,242,800, or an aunual product for twenty-two years of $56,490. To obtain this
oil not less thap 2,160 California grays and 800 humpbacks and other whalebone whales were
robbed of their fatty coverings. If we add to this one-fifth for the number of whales that escaped
their pursuers, although mortally wounded, or were lost after being killed, either by sinking in
deep water or through stress of weather, we sball swéll the catalogue to 3,552, To this add oue-
eighth for "unborn young, and the whole number of animals destroyed would be 3,986, or about
181 annually. This may be regarded as a low estimate; doubtless, the number of these creatures
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destroyed every year by the enterprising California whalemen far exceeds the above estimate.”*
The production of the various whaling-camps in 1879 was 63 whales, yielding 58,084 gallons of oil,
valued at $26,137.80. The total number of men engaged at the camps was 101, nearly all of whom
were Portuguese.

SHORE-WHALING BY ESKIMOS AND INDIANS.

The Eskimos of Alaska capture whales of several species, using their flesh for food and from
the blubber preparing oil for domestic use. The whalebone is saved and traded with the whaling-
vessels coming along those shores in the summer season. The beluga or white whale is also an
ohject of pursuit. :

Mr. Petroff, in his census report on Alaska, says: ‘“ The oil obtained from the beluga and the
large seal (Maklak) is a very impostant article of trade between the lowland people and those of
the mountains, the latter depending upon it entirely for lighting their semi-subterranean dwell-
ings during the winter, and to supplement their scanty stores of food. The oil is manufactured
by a very simple process. Huge drift-logs are fashioned iuto troughs, much in the same manner
ag the Thlinket tribes make their wooden canoes. Into these troughs filled with water the blubber
is thrown in lnmps of from 2 to 5 pounds in weight; then a large number of smooth cobble-stones
are thrown into a fire until they are thoroughly heated, when thoy are picked up with sticks
fashioned for the purpose, and deposited in the water, which boils up at once. After a few
minutes these stones must Le removed and replaced by fresh ones, this laborious process being
continued until the oil bas been boiled out of the blubber and floats on the surface, when it is
removed with flat pieces of bone or roughly fashioned ladles, and decanted into bladders or whole
seal skins.”t Mr. Petroff sends us the following graphic description of the hunt:

¢ BELUGA HUNTING AT ALASKA.— Next day about noon I was invited to participate in a canoe
excursion in pursuit of some beluga or white grampus, & member of the whale family, but of an aver-
age length of only 16 or 20 feet. The blubber of this animal is considered a great delicacy by the In-
dians in this neighborhood, and the Laiada chief wished to get a supply of that greasy staff of life
before returning home. Accordingly we started off in ten bidarkas, all the Indians being provided
with various sizes of spears, while I took nothing but my rifle. 1n half an hour after leaving the
mouth of the river the proposed hunting-ground was reached and the canoes separated in search
of the game. For some time we cruised about without seeing a ‘blow,’ but finally the long expected
signal shout was heard frowm one of the canoes, and all assembled immediately around their intended
vietim, which was a female beluga, with a calf following in its wake. Tirst the old one would come
up and blow, and in a few seconds after the young one would follow suit, throwing up a diminutive
spout. The calf was astacked first, and as soon as its blood dyed the water, the dam turned
around as if in pursuit of the murderer, describing circles around the floating body of its offspriiig
and lashing the water into foam with its tail and flukes. While racing around the animal
received well-aimed spears from the bidarkas, which bad formed a circle, and as these weapons
are provided with inflated bladders near the head, the beluga was soon buoyed up on the surface
of the water, being too exhausted to draw under the large number of bladders fastened to its back
and sides, and in that position was easily killed. Three more were killed in the same manuer, and
the party was preparing to return to the village when Ithought I would try another way of secur-
ing the game, and without giving any notice to the men in the other canoes, as 1 ought to have done,
I aimed my rifle at a beluga which was showing its huge white back above the water a sh_oi‘t dis-
tance from me. The shot went off and its effect was instantaneous, though not exactly as I had

* SCAMMON : Marine Mammalia, p. 251
t Alaska, its Population, Industries, and Resources, by Ivan Petroff. 'L'enth Census, Vol. VIIL
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expected. The shot was well aimed and hit the spine of the animal, inflicting a mortal wound ;
but while the beluga was floundering about in its death struggles, lashing the water into foam
dyed with its own red blood, one stroke of the tail upset one of the canoes, throwing the inmates
into the water. There was plenty of assistance on hand, however; the canoe was righted, and the
men crawled into it, very wet to be sure, but not at all in a bad humor. The accident was the sub-
ject of jokes innumerable on the way home. When the last beluga had been secured, and its body
fastened to the stern of our canoe, the whole squadron was set in motion. With the tide in our
favor, we glided along swiftly in spite of the weighty carcasses we had in tow, and as we drew
near to the village the monotonous boat song was chanted by the men as they plied their paddles.
On the high bank of the river the old chief was standing ready to receive us, while the squaws
were sitting in the grass and watching our approach, joining with their shrill voices in the song
a8 soon as we were near enough to be heard. On our arrival at the beach the whole village had
assembled to view and admire the spoils of our day’s sport. As soon as the belugas had been
dragged ashore, knives were drawn on_all sides and slices of the blubber cut off and eaten raw,
apparently with great gusto, by old and young. I tasted a small morsel, and must confess that it
~ resembles raw bacon fat more than anything I ever swallowed; but that is only the case imme-
diately after the killing; as soon as the blubber is half a day old the rancid, fishy taste is there
and grows strounger every day. It was dark before all the blubber had been cut off and safely
stored out of reach of the village dogs, but late as it was the chief’s house was prepared for a con-
tinuation of yesterday’s feast and games. I was not prepared for a second siege of that kind and
managed to slip away unobserved, glad to escape an ordeal which would have been more trying
on a Caucasian’s olfactory nerves than that of the day before, on account of the fresh supply of
blubber and oil. Before I arose next day the visiting party from Laiada had taken their depart-
ure to set some other village in commotion, while the good people of Chketuk were yet reveling
in remembrance of the joys just past.”

The Indians of Cape Flattery are said to derive their principal subsistence from fishery
products, the most important of which are the whale and halibut. Mr. James G. Swan, in a
report on the Makah indians, in No. 220 Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 1869, says:
“Of the former [whales] there are several varieties which are taken at different scasons of the
year. Some are killed by the Indians; others, including the right whale, drift ashore, having
been killed either by whalemen, swordfish, or other casualties. The various species of whales
are: The sperm whale, kots-ké, which is very rarely seen; right whale, yakh/-yo-bad-di; blackfish,
klas-ko-kop-ph; finback, kat-wid; sulphur-bottom, kwa-kwau-yak’-t'ale; California gray, che-
‘che-wid or chet’/-a-pik; killer, se-hwau., The generic name of whales is chet/-apuk. The
California gray is the kind usually taken by the Indians, the others being but rarely attacked.

«« Their method of whaling, being both novel and interesting, will require a minute descrip-
tion—not only the implements used, but the mode of attack, and the final disposition of the whale,
being entirely different from the practice of our own whalemen.

“ From information I obtained, I infer that formerly the Indians were more successful in kill-
ing whales than they have been of late years. Whether the whales were more numerous, or that
the Indians, being now able to procure other food from the whites, have become indifferent to the
pﬁrsuit, I cannot say ; but I have not noticed any marked activity among them, and when they
do gorout they rarely take a prize. They are more successful in their whaling in some seasons
than in others, and whenever a surplus of oil or blubber is on hand, it is exchanged or traded
with Indiaus of other tribes, who appear quite as fond of the luxury as the Makahs. The oil sold
by these whalers to the white traders is dogfish oil, which is not eaten by this tribe, althouéh
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the Clyoquot and Nootkan Indians use it with their food. There is no portion of a whale, except
the vertebra and offal, which is useless to the Indians. The blubber and flesh serve for food; the
sinews are prepared and made into ropes, cords, and bowstrings; and the stomach and intestines
are carefully sorted and inflated, and when dried are used to hold oil. Whale-oil serves the same
purpose with these Indians that butter does with civilized people; they dip their dried halibut
into it while eating, and use it with bread, potatoes, and various kinds of berries. When fresh,
it is by no means unpalatable; and it is only after being badly boiled. or by long exposure, that
it becomes rancid and as offensive to a white man’s palate as the common lamp-oil of the shops.”

5. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPERM-WHALE FISHERY.

EARLY HISTORY OF WHALING AT NANTUCKET.—The fishery foraperm whales began at a
much later period than that for right whales, but the exact date of its commencement is
unknown. The whales taken by the carly scttlers of New England were mostly the right or whale-
bone species and the first spermaceti whale known to the people of Nantucket caused great excite-
ment, It was found dead on the shore, and quite a dispute arose concerning its ownership, ¢ for
the sperm procured from the head was thought to be of great value for medical purposes.” It
would thus appear thal sperm whales had been heard of by these people, but had not been seen by
them. ¢ The first spermaceti whale taken by the Nantucket whalers,” says Maey, ¢ was killed by
Christopher Hussey. He was cruising near the shore for right whales, and was blown off some dis-
tance from the land by a strong northerly wind, where he fell in with a school of that species of
whales, and killed one and brought it home. At what date this adventure took place is not fully
ascertained, but it is supposed to be not far from 1712. This e¢vent gave new life to the business,
for they immediately began with vessels of about thirty tons to whale out in the ¢ deep,’ as it was
then called, to distinguish it from shore-whaling. They fitted out for cruises of about six weeks,
carried a few hogsheads, enough probably to contain the blubbers of one whale, with which, after
obtaining it, they returned home. The owners then took charge of the blubber, and tried out the
oil, and immediately sent the vessel out again. In 1715 the number of vessels engaged in the
whaling business was six, all sloops of from thirty to forty tons burden each, which produced
£1,100 sterling, or $4,888.88.7 #

BEALE'S ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SPERM-WHALE FISHERY.—The hmtory of the sperm-
whale fishery is accurately given by Thomas Beale,} in his history of the sperm-whale, in which
he says: ¢ The origin of the sperm-whale fishery, that is before it became organized as a branch
of commerce—like the origin of other fisheries of the same nature, is involved in such deep
mystery as almost altogether to defy the searching acumen of the historian. Without looking into
the ancient, romancing, and classical histories, with which most of the countries of Europe abound,
and which contain wonderful stories of the appearance, death, or capture of the sperm-whale, or
other creatures of the same order, it may be sufficient for some of us to know that during the
early part of the last century a few daring individuals who inhabited the shores of the American
continent, fitted out their little crafts, furnished with weak and almost impotent weapons, to
attack and destroy in its own element the mighty monarch of the ocean, in order to rob his
immense carcass of the valuable commodity with which it is surrounded. But even as far back as
the \e’il 1667 we find a letter, published in the second volume of the-Philosophical Transactions,
trom Mr. Rldldl‘d Norwood, Who resxded at the Bermuda,s, which statcs that tl¥e whale-fishery had
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been carried on in the bays of those islands for ¢ two or three years,’ evidently meaning the black-
whale fishery ; for in another part he says: ‘I hear not that they have found any spermaceti in
any of those whales;’ but snbsequently he states in the same letter: ‘I have heard from credible
persons that there is a kind of whale having great teeth, as have the spermaceti, at Elentheria and
others of the Bermuda Islands. One of this place, John Perinchicf, found one there dead, driven
upon an island, and though I think ignorant of the business, yet got a great quantity of sperma.
ceti out of it” He says again: ‘It seems they have not so much oil as ours (meaning the black
whale), but the oil, I hear, is at first like spermaceti, but they clarify it, I think, by the fire)

“But in volume iii, Philosophical Transactions,” continues Beale, ‘“in a letter from the
same place, written a year or two afterwards, we find something like a beginning of the sperm-
whale fishery threatened by a Mr. Richard Stafford, who informs us that he has killed several
black whales himself, and who is represented as a very intelligent gentlemman. He says: ¢ Great
stores of whales make use of our coast;’ but in another part he states: ¢ But here have been seen
spermaceti whales driven upon the shore. These have divers teeth about the bigness of a man’s
wrist. I have been,’ says lie, ‘at the Bahama Islands, and there have seen of this same sort of
whale, dead on the shore, with sperma all over their bodies. Mgyself and about twenty others
have agreed to try whether we can master and kill them, for I could never hear of any of that
sort that was killed by any man, such is their fierceness and swiftness.” He concludes by remark-
ing that ‘one such whale would be worth many hundred pounds.” A weighty reason for the
establishment of the fishery, no doubt. The same writer, in another part of his letter, states:
¢There is one island among the Bahamas, which some of our people are settled upon, and more
are coming thither. It is ealled New Providence, where many rare things might be discovered,
if the people were but encouraged.’ This same New Providence afterwards became so famous as
a whale-fishing station by the exertions of our American descendants. But even before these
needy adventurers commenced their career of spermaceti hunting, we have had it proved to us
that the Indians who inhabited the shores of America used to voyage out to sea and attack this
animal from their canoes, and pierce him with their lances of wood or other instruments of the
same material, which were barbed, and which, before they were plunged into his flesh, were
fastened by a short warp, or piece of rope, to a large block of light wood, which was thrown over-
board the moment the barbed instrument was thrust into its body, which, being repeated at every
rising of the whale, or when they were so fortunate as to get near enough to do 8o, in a few
instances, by a sort of worrying-to-death system, rewarded the enterprising savage with the
lifeless body of his victim, but which in most cases was that of a very young one; and even this,
when towed to the shore, it was impossible for them to turn over, so that they were obliged to
content themselves with flinching the fat from one side of the body only.

“ But although, as has been before stated, Mr. Richard Stafford had threatened to commence
the sperm-whale fishery at the Bahama Islands, it appears rather doubtful whether he did so or
not, when we come to peruse the letter of the Houn. Paul Dudley, F. R. S., published in 1724, Phil.
Trans., vol. xixiii, an extract of which states: ¢I very lately received from Mr. Atkins, an inhabit-
ant of Boston, in New Ehgland, who used the whale-fishery for ten or twelve years (black whales),
and was one of the first that went out a fishing for the spermaceti whales about the year 1720.
It also appears in this account that the fishery even then was very little understood, for Mr.
Atkins himself says ‘he never saw, nor certainly heard of a spermaceti female taken in his life,’
for he states ‘the cotvs of that species of whale, being much more timorous than the males, and
almost impossible to come at, unless when haply found asleep upon the water, or detained by
their calves” In another part of this letter the Hon. Paul Dudley states: ¢ Our people formerly



THE WHALE FISHERY. 65

used to kill the whale near the shore; but now they go off to sea in sloops and whale boats in the
months of May, June, and July, between Cape Cod and Bermuda, where they lie by in the night,
and sail to and again in the day, and seldom miss of them; they bring home the blubber in their
sloops. The true season for taking the right or whalebone whale is from the beginning of June
to the end of May; for the spermaceti whales, from the beginning of June to the end of August.”

CONDITION OF THE FISHERY FROM 1720 10 1775.—About the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury the value of oil increased by the opening up of new markets, and the people of New England
pushed forward with zeal in the whaling industry. The English, French, and Dutch had been
very successful in the northern fishery for whalebone whales, but had taken no part in the capture
of sperm 'Wbales, leaving this work for the American fleet which began to grow rapidly in the
number and size of its vessels. In 1720 the whaling flcet of New England numbered only a few
sloops of about 36 tons each, making voyages east to Newtoundland and south to the Gulf Stream.
By 1731 the American fleet amounted to 1,300 tons, and the size of the vessels increased so that
in 1746 schooners and brigs from 100 to 130 tons were employed. Just before the Revolutionary
war the whaling industry was very prosperous in New England, the fleet was large, and the profits
considerable. Voyages were made to the north and south for sperm and right whales, but the chief
object of pursuit was the sperm whale, whose 0il was nearly three times the value of that of the
right whale. The principal grounds visited for the sperm whale were off the coast of Brazil and
Guiana, various parts of the 'West Indies, the Cape Verde and Western Islands, and eastward of
the Banks of Newfoundiand.

Scammon gives the following statistics to show the condition of the business from 1762 to
1770, inclusive :

Year. Nuambor of| Ngmber of | Volno ofpre-

b (v TN 78 0,440 $102, 518 40
b U 1.~ L N 60 9,238 100, 324 68
1764 et ieerctaaccaaans 72 11, 683 131,185 38
b V(. T 101 11, 612 125, 020 82
b & (T RS 118 11, 989 120, 983 24
b U 1 SN 108 16, 661 179, 862 46
I7608.cecenneciennecenncanncnananenn. 125 15,430 167, 667 54
b L 119 19, 140 462, 998 60
D {1 S 126 14, 331 346, 666 89
906 j 119, 613 1,746, 165 51

*Sooready, in his acoount of the Whale Fishery of the British Colonies in America, states there were eighty vessels employed in the
Amerioan flsheries during the yoar 1763,

“About 1774,” says Scammon, ¢ the fleet was augmented by still larger vessels, some of which
crossed the equator, and obtained full cargoes upon that noted ground called the ¢ Brazil Banks,
while others cruised around Cape Verde Islands or the West Indies, in the Gulf of Mexico, Carib-
bean Sea, or upon the coast of the Spanish Main. Soon after they extended their voyages to the
South Atlantic, around the Falkland Islands, and to the coast of Patagonia, where fur-seal skins
and sea-elephant oil were sometimes obtained. In such instances these whaling and sealing
expeditions were called ¢ mixed voyages.’”* ‘

‘“ Between the years 1770 and 1775,” says Macy, ¢ the whaling business increased to an extent
hitherto unparalleled. In 1770 there were a little more than one hundred vessels engaged; and
in 1775 the number exceeded ome hundred aud fifty, some of them large brigs. The employment

* 8CAMMON : Marino Mammalia and Amerioan Whade Fishery; p. 206,
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of s0 great and such an increasing capital may lead our readers to suppose that a corresponding
profit was realized ; but a careful examination of the cireumstances under which the business was
carried on will show the fallacy of such a conclusion. Many branches of labor were conducted by
those who were immediately interested in the voyages. The young men, with few exceptions,
were brought up to some trade necessary to the business. The rope-maker, the cooper, the black-
smith, the carpenter, in fine, the workmen, were either the ship-owners or of their houschold ; so
were often the officers and men who navigated the vessels and killed the whales. Whilst a ship
was at sea, the owners at home were busily employed in the manufactory of casks, iron work,
cordage, blocks, and other articles for the succeeding voyage. Thus the profits of the labor were
enjoyed by those interested in the fishery, and voyages were rendered advantageous even when
the oil obtained was barely sufficicnt to pay the outfits, estimating the labor as a part thereof.
This mode of conducting the business was universal, and has continued to a very considerable
extent to the present day. Experience taught the people how to take advantage of the different
markets for their oil. Their spermaceti oil was mostly sent to England in its unseparated state,
the head matter being generally mixed with the body oil; for, in the early part of whaling it
would bring no more when separated than when mixed. The whale oil, which is the kind pro-
cured from the species called ¢ right whale,” was shipped to Boston or elsewhere in the colonies, and
there sold for country consumptiom, or sent to the West Indies.” *

The extraordinary zeal that the Americans took in the whale-fishery at this time called forth
from Mr. Barke that glowing tribute which has become familiar to every American. ¢ Whether
this eloquent address,” says Beale, ¢“had any effect or not upon the minds of our own merchants
and ship-owners in stimulating them to fit out ships for the sperm and other whale-fisheries,
I am not aware, but it is certain that in the following year (1775) the first attempt was made to
establish the sperm whale fishery from Britain; and we accordingly find, from private state--
ments on which I can securely rely, that ships of from 100 to 109 tons burden were sent to South
Greenland, coast of Brazil, Falkland Islands, and the Gulf of Guinea, for the purpose of procuring
sperm and other oils. The names of the ships which were thus employed in these distinct expedi-
tions were the Union, Neptune, Rockingham, America, Abigail, Hanover, Industry, Dennis,
Beaver, and Sparrow, but the principal places of resort of the spermaceti whale not having been
yet discovered, the vessels met with very trifling success.

“BOUNTIES GRANTED.—In the following year, 1776, the Government, with a view to stimulate
all persons engaged in these fisheries, established a principle of reward for those ships which were
most successsful in their endeavors; in accordance with which, five different bounties or preminms
were offered, forming a scale of prizes for those who were so fortunate as to prove the five grada-
tions of snccess, the sum of £500 being the maximum, and that of £100 being the minimum prize.
In 1781 four ships were fitted out for the river 8t. Lawrence, but after they had been out a
considerable time they returned with the discouraging announcement of having only procured 6
gallons of sperm oil among them during the whole time of their absence.

“ SPERM WHALES FROM FRANOE.—In 1784, France, which it appears had preceded the other
nations of Europe in the whale-fishery, but had for many years past, for some cause or other,
hardly bad any share in it, now endeavored to revive it, aud with this view Louis XVI fitted out
six ships from Dunkirk on his own account, which were furnished at a great expense with a
number of experienced harpooners and able seamen from Nantucket. The adventure was more
successful than could have been reasonably expected, considering the auspicies under which it was
carried on. Several private individuals followed the example of His Majesty, according to Mr.
] * Macy: Hist. Nantucket, p. 68,
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MecCullock, ‘and in 1790 France had about forty ships employed iu the fishery. The Revolutionary
war destroyed every vestige of this rising trade. Since the peace the Government has made great
efforts for its renewal, but hitherto without success; and it is singular, that with the exception of
an American house at Dunkirk, hardly any one has thought of sending out a ship from France.

“A PROSPEROUS PERIOD.—In the year 17856 the English shipmasters began to discover the
haunts of the sperm whale, the principal object of pursuit, for we find that after they had been
out twelve months many vessels returned with from 20 to 80 tons of sperm oil each, 8o that in the
year 1786 we find 327 tons of sperm oil was brought to this country, and which sold for £43 per

. ton. And the success which attended our whaling expeditions at this time was quite equal to
that which the American whalers met with. In 1786 the bounties were increased to £700 maxi-
mum and £300 minimum, which had the effect of increasing the perseverance and activity of our
whalers, for we now discover them staying out eighteen and even twenty-eight months, and
bringing home much larger quantities of sperm oil. During the year 1788 the ships that were
sent out were much increased in size, so that they were frequently of from 150 to 300 tons burden,
and they still continued, like the Americans, to fish on this side Cape Horn, taking the common
black, as well as the sperm whale, at such places as the Gulf of Guinea, coast of Brazil, Falkland
Islands, and, for sperm whales in particular, about the equinoctial line. But if the Americans had
been the first to establish the fishery on their own shores, and even throughout the North and
South Atlantic Oceans, it was the destiny of the mother country to cnjoy the honor of opening the
invaluable gperm fisheries of the two Pacifics, the discovery of which formed an ora in the com-
mercial history of this country. For not only was the sperm-whale fishery by this discovery
prodigiously increased, but other commercial advantages accrued from the whalers who resorted
to these seas opening a trade with the people who inhabited the extemsive shores which bound
the enormous ocean.”*

“In the year 1789 a gentleman from Cape Cod, who had returned from service in the East
India Company, having seen sperm whales near Madagascar, communicated the fact to some of
the Nantucket whalemen, who, profiting by the knowledge, in due time dispatched ships to that
coast, which proved to be a rich whaling ground.”{

The American whale fishery, just before the Revolutionary war, employed a total of not less
than 360 vessels of various kinds, with an aggregate burden of nearly 33,000 tons, and produced
about 45,000 barrels of spermaceti oil, 8,500 barrels of whale oil, and 75,000 pounds of whalebone
annually. - By the year 1789 this large flecet had been reduced to about 130 sail of vessels, pro-
ducing annually scarcely 10,000 barrels of spermaceti oil and about 15,000 barrels of whale oil,
with a corresponding proportion of whalebone. '

THE BEGINNING OF THE PAOIFIO SPERM-WHALE FISHERY.—* In 1788,” says Beale, * the grand
mercantile speculation of sending ships round Cape Horn into the Pacific, in order to extend the
sperm-whale fishery, was reserved for the bold and enterprising mind of Mr. Enderby, a London
merchant and ship-owner, who fitted out, at a vast expense, the ship Amelia,} Captain Shields,
which sailed from England on the 1st of September, 1788, and returned on the 12th of March,
1790, making an absence of one year and seven months, but bringing home the enormous cargo
of 139 tons of sperm oil, and likewise having the good tortune to receive £800 more by way of an
increased bounty in consequence of the peculiar nature of the expedition. The Amelia having
been the first ship of any country which had entered the Pacific in search of whales, her suc-

* BEALE: op. oit., pp. 144-146. tScaMMoN : Marine Mammalia, p. 209,
$ The Amelia was an English fitted ship, manned by the Nantucket colony of whalomen; her first mate, Archelus
Hammond, of Nantucket, killed the first sperm whale known to have been taken in the Pacific Oceun.
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cess gave an amazing impulse to all persons engaged in the fisheries, so that several ships, both
from this country and America, immediately followed in her track, for on her return in 1790 many
vessels were directly sent off, the crews of which continued the fishery along the coasts of Chili
and Peru with great advantage; so that in 1791 we had a great addition in the importation of
sperm oil, amounting this year to 1,258 tons, making an increase over the importation in the year

1786 of 931 tons. In 1791 the bounties were again altered, but the alteration merely related to
the time the ships should remain out. The ships which were at this time engaged in the fishery

carried from twenty-two to thirty men each. This enterprising branch of commerce was carried
on year after year with considerable success,subject to but slight variations in the annual and
gradual increase in the importation of oil, giving employment to a vast number of persons, many
of whom were euriched to an immense amount by the success which attended their exertions' Ain
this now profitable pursuit.”* )

The new grounds for sperm whale in the Pacific discovered by American whalemen in
English vessels, were soon resorted to by vessels from Nantucket. The first vessels sailed in
1791, and returned “loaded with oil, and reported that whales were plenty, the coast agreeable to

_cruise on, and the climate healthy. This was sufficient encouragement, notwithstanding the
Jength of the voyages, for a considerable part of the whaling interest to be directed that way.
An additional number of vessels was then fitted out, which together made a considerable fleet.”t

Starbuck says that six ships sailed for the Pacific fishery in 1791 from Nantucket and one from
New Bedford. In the mean time sbips from Dunkirk, among them the Falkland, Canton, and the
Harmony, had already performed their voyages, and in February, 1792, arrived at Dunkirk with
full cargoes. It was the custom in those days to nearly fill with sperm, then return to the
Atlantic Ocean and complete their load on the coast of Patagounia or on Brazil Banks, com-
manders preferring to round Cape Horn with a snugly-loaded ship. The names of the six Nan-
tucket vessels were the Beaver, Washington, Hector, Warren, Rebecca, and Favorite. ¢These
ships,” says Sca,mmon, ““were only 250 tons burden, dull sailers, having no copper on their bottoms,
and but scantily fitted with whaling appliances or provisions. The scene of their first exploits was
upon the coast of Chili. These pioneer voyages, through the persistent daring of the hardy men
who led them, were eminently successful, which induced the’ people of the neighboring‘set,tle-
ments of other New England ports to extend their whaling commerce, and but few years passed
before a numerous fleet were plying over those rough waters. Gradually, however, they extended
their cruises toward the more distant but smiling regions of the tropics. As early as 1800}
American whalers were plowing the sparkling waters along the coast of Peru, and their keels
cat the equatorial line, north and south, in the Pacific. A favority cruising-ground was from the

. Spanish Main westward around the Galapagos Islands. There a rich harvest rewarded them, where
they labored in a genial climate, with an almost . uninterrupted succession of fine breezes and
pleasant weather. At certain seasons, north of the equator, the northeast trades blew fresh, and
at the south they would frequently increase to a brisk gale; but these periodical breezes, compared
with the heavy gales of the Atlantic and the tedions weather about Cape Horn, served only to
enliven them into renewed activity under the heated rays of a tropical sun, when in pursuit of
the vast herds of cachalots which were met with, bounding over or through the crested waves.
During these long voyages it became unavoidably necessary to occasionally go into port, in order
to ‘recruit ship’ When arrived at these places of supply, good store of fresh meat, water, and
vegetables was laid in, and the ship’s company were allowed to pass, in turn, a few days of
liberty on shore. In due time those ports along the coast of Chili and Peru, which were suited

* BrALE: op. cit., pp. 146-149, t Macy : Hist. Natucket, p. 141. t Nantucket paper.
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to the requirements of the adventurers, became famous places of resort for American whale ships.
The principal ones were Talcahuano and Valparaiso, in Chili, and Payta, Callao, and Tumbez, in
Peru. At these places usually could be obtained any needed recruits, and the picturesque scenery,
blended with those suuny climes, together with the charms of the beautiful women, made their
periodical visits to the coast peculiarly attractive, and wrought an entire temporary change from
the life on ¢ blue water,’ The abrupt aund lofty group of islands, the Galapagos, which extend into
both latitudes from the equator, and the little island of Cocos, situated in the rainy region on the
border of Panama Bay, were frequently visited, and became more familiar to the whalemen, in
many instances, than their Atlantic homes. Every rugged mountain and verdant valley of the
former were traversed in hunting the galapago, or *elephant terrapin,” which furnished them with
ample supply of the most delicious meat, and the latter was resorted to for fresh water, which
was dipped from cascades flowing out of their natural reservoir beyond the wooded bluffs. And
upon the rocks about the beach of Chatham Bay, rudely chiseled, are the records of those pioneer
whale fishers, with the dates of the visits of transient vessels, from the pigmy shallops of Drake’s
time to the magnificent national ships of the present century.”*

SPERM WHALING AT NEW ZEALAND AND THE OFFSHORE GROUND.—The sperm-whale
fishery at New Zealand began about the year 1802, and in 1803, according to Beale, ¢ many vessels
were plowing the China Seas, about the Molucea Islands, in search of the sperm whale.”t 1In
18181 Capt. George Gardner, in the ship Globe, of Nantucket, discovered the famous ¢ offshore
ground” that was soon visited by scores of sperm whalers. In speaking of this discovery Scammon
says: “The love of adventure tempted the whalers to turn their prows even from the sunny shores
of Peru, and, with flowing sheets, they coursed over the Pacific until, in latitude 5° to 10° south
and longitude 1050 to 125° west, the objects of pursuit were found in countless numbers, whose
huge forms black ened the waves and whose spoutings clonded the air as far as the eye could dis-
cern,” ' '

THE JAPAN GROUND.—The next important sperm-whale ground to be discovered was the
Japan Ground. The honor of opening this profitable whaling ground is claimed by both Ameri-
cans and Englishmen. According to Starbuck,§ ¢ having received word from Captain Winship,
of Brighton, Mass., who had friends at Nantucket, that on a recent voyage from China to the
Sandwich Islands he had scen large numbers of sperm whales on that coast, Oapt. Joseph Allen,
in the ship Mars, was dispatched there.” The Mars sailed from Nantucket October 26, 1819, arriv-’
ing home March 10, 1822, with 2,425 barrels of sperm oil, and within two or three years a fleet of
thirty sail of vessels werc cruising on the new ground. By 1835 there were cruising in the North
Pacific, between the coasts of New Albion on the east and the Japan Islands on the west, near o
hundred ships,}| one-third Eunglish, and the others Awericans.

The first English whaling vessel to visit the new field was the ship Syren, of 500 tons burdeun,
commanded by Capt. Frederick Coffin, of Nantucket, and carrying a crew of thirty-six seamen.
“The Syren,” says Beale, ¢“sailed from England on the 3d of August, 1819, and arrived off the
coast of Japan on the 5th of April, 1820, where she fell in with immense numbers of the sperma-
ceti whale, which her crew gave chase to with excellent success; for they returned to their native
land on the 21st of April, 1822, after an absence of about two years and eight months, during
which time they had by their industry, courage, and perseverance, gathered from the confines of
the North Pacific Ocean no less than the enormous quantity of 346 tons [2,768 Dbarrels] of sperm

* SCAMMON : op. cit., pp. 210, 211, t BEALE: op. oit., p. 14Y.
}{ Proceedings American Antiquarian Society, No. 57, p. 29. $ Report U. 8. Fish Commission, 1875~'76, p. 96.
|| MaCY : Hist. Nantucket, p. 224.



70 » HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

oil, which was brought into the port of London in safety and triumph, showing a success unprec-
edented in the annals of whaling, and which astonished and stimulated to exertion all those
engaged in the trade throughout Europe and America. The success which attended this expedi-
tion not only rewarded the seamen and others who composed the crew, but the spirited owner
who had sent them out also must have felt the solid and weighty considerations which he no
doubt received in return for the great and successful enterprise to which he had given origin.
After the return of the Syren the Japan fishery was speedily established, and remains to this day
[1839] the principal one in both Pacifics; and although it has been so much resorted to by ships
of different nations ever since, which have carried off immense quantities of sperm oil, yet sach is
the boundless space of ocean throughout which it exists, that the whales scarcely appear to be
reduced in number. But they are more difficult to get near than they were some years back, on
account of the frequent harassing they have met with from boats and ships, so that they have
now become well aware of the reckless nature of their pursuers, and they evince great caution and
instinctive cunning in avoiding them.”*

SPERM WHALING IN THE INDIAN OCEAN.—¢In 1828,” says Scammon, * four ships were sent
from Nantucket to cruise for sperm whales off the coast of Zanzibar, around the Seychelle Islands,
and about the mouth of the Red Sea; and one of the number, with the very appropriate name of Co-
lumbus, through the skill and energy of the captain, sailed up the Red Sea in quest of the objects
of pursuit.”t The Seychelle Islands had been visited by the English whaler Swan, a vessel of 150
tons, in 1823, for the purpose of searching for sperm whales, and the captain had been directed to
prosecute the fishery, if possible, at the entrance of the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. The expedition
did not prove as successful as was anticipated, though the effect of opening up the new fields was
of great subsequent advantage, ¢ for although,” says Beale, ¢ the Swan did not return until the 27th
of April, 1825, and had only procured 40 tons of sperm oil during all the time of her absencé, yet her
want of entire success was not owing to the absence of whales at the places to which they were
sent, for the crew saw immense numbers, but from a series of misfortunes which befel them, and
which rendered them incapable of prosecuting the fishery with all the energy and entire devotion
which it requires to bring about a successful termination. The ships which resorted to the Sey-
chelles after the return of the Swan had good reason to be well satisfied with the success which
attended their efforts, not only from the number of whales which they found there, but from its
being so much nearer home than the Japan fishery, by which much time was saved in the outward
and homeward passages.” }

CONDITION OF THE FISHERY, 1837 T0 1880.—In the year 1837 the sperm-whale fishery was at
its highest point of prosperity. The production of the American fleet that year was 5,329,138
gallons of sperm oil, valued at $4,396,538.85. Most of the fleet at this period were scattered over
the various grounds in the North and South Pacific Oceans, and in the Japan Sea, and cargoes of
over 3,000 barrels were not uncommon on a three years’ cruise. ¢ Most of our whale ships,” says
Macy, in 1835, in his History of Nantucket, ¢ go into the Pacific by the way of Cape Horn; some by
the eastern route south of New Holland and Van Dieman’s Land ; others after cruising awhile in
the Indian Ocean, in the neighborhood of Madagascar and mouth of the Red Sea, pursue their way
into the Pacific Ocean through the Straits of Timor, between New Guinea on the south and the

Pelew Islands on the north, touching at the Ladrone Islands, and then onward to the Japan coast.
They there meet ships which sailed from home about the same time with themselves and came by
the way of Cape Horn. Others, too, meet at the same place that came by the route south of New

*BEALE: op. cit., p. 149. t BCAMMON:: op. cit., p. 212. ${ BEALE: op. cit., p. 162.
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Holland. It must appear obvious that our whale ships are exploring in a more effectual manner
than twenty national ships could every part of the vast Pacific. They have discovered many
islands, reefs, and shoals, which navigators sent out expressly for exploring purposes had passed
unseen.”

The extraordinary success of the fleet of whalers led to & rapid increase inthe number of
vessels engaged, so that in 1839 the fleet of the United States numbered 555 vessels, whose aggre-
gate tonnage was 169,354 tons. Nearly 500 of these vessels were ships and barks, a large propor-
tion of which werc in the Pacific sperm-whale fishery. In 1842 the number was 594, at which
time, according to Scammon, the foreign whaling fleet amounted to 230 sail, and the combined
fleet of the world cngaged in whaling was 824 vessels, The fleet from the United States reached
its bighest number in 1846, when 678 ships, 34 brigs, and 17 schooners and sloops, a total of
729 vessels, measuring 230,336 touns, were engaged in this industry. It is impossible to give the
exact number of these vessels that were engaged in sperm whaling, but it is probable from a
careful estimate that nearly onc-half of the entire fleet followed this brauch of the whale fishery.
In 1844 the sperm-whale fleet of the United States numbered 315 vessels, of which 242 were ships
and barks in the Pacific, and 73 schooners in the Atlantic sperm fishery. At about this time the
New Holland branch of the English whale fishery was rapidly growing, the proximity of those
whaling ports of Australia to some of the most productive cruising-grounds enabling the ships
fitted out there to perform three voyages while the English and American were performing two.
The number of whale ships from french, German, and Danish ports at this time, according to
Cheever, was between 60 and 70, and the English ‘ﬁeet, which in 1821 numbered 323 ships, was
reduced to 85.

The fleet from the United -States began now to decrease, and the receipts of sperm 0il became
less and less, until in 1860 the entire production of sperm oil by American vessels was only
2,306,934 gallons. The price of this oil, however, had advanced from 82} cents in 1837 to 81.41%
per gallon, and the entire fleet of whaling vessels was reduced to 560 sail. In 1870 the receipts
of sperm oil bad further decreased to 1,738,265 gallons, and the whaling fleet numbered 316 sail,
of which number 231 were principally sperm whaling and the balance right whaling. These
sperm whalers were distributed over the various grounds as follows: 125 in the North and South
Atla.ntic, 41 in the Indian Ocean, and 65 in the Pacific Ocean. In 1875 the sperm-whale fleet
numbered, 134 sail and the entire whaling fleet 163 vessels, and the receipts of sperm oil were
1,342,435 gallons. '

The general decline of the whale-fishery, resulting partly from the scarcity of whales, has led
to the abandonment of many of the once famous grounds, and cargoes of sperm oil are obtained
only after the most energetic efforts in scouring the oceans. In the Western Pacific Ocean, the
Indian Ocean, and the Japan Sea, where ouce large fleets of vessels cruised, there are now but few.
The results of this branch of the whale-fishery during the year 1877 on the different grounds were
varied. In the North Atlantic Ocean eighty-two vessels took 13,500 barrels, the largest yield
for many years. Good catches were also taken by the fleet oft Ohili, on the Off-shore Ground, at
New Zealand, and the Sooloo Sea. Vessels in the South Atlantic had fair success, while but little
oil was taken in the Indian Ocean.

In 1880 the Indian Ocean and Sooloo Sea sperm-whale grounds were abandoned by the Ameri-
can fleet. V '

LENGTH OF VOYAGES.—The length of a sperm-whaling voyage in the North Atlantic, where
it is generally carried on in the smaller class of vessels, is from six to eighteen months, though
occasionally a vessel may return with a fair cargo in five months, while another vessel of large size
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may remain from home for three years. Voyages to the South Atlantic and Indian Ocean occupy
from two to four years, depending largely upon the abundance of whales. ‘These vessels are
principally ships and barks, the schooners and brigs finding employment in the North Atlantic
fishery.

The Pacific Ocean whalers remain from home three of four years, or even a greater length of
time, transshipping their oil from San Francisco, Honolulu, and South American ports, and taking
supplies from time to time at convenient places.

STATISTICS FOR 1880.—The receipts of sperm oil from the American fleet in the year 1880
were 1,184,841 gallons, the smallest quantity, with the exception of the years 1865 and 1874, received
since the year 1826. The entire yield of the fleet from 1804 to 1880 was 166,604,496 gallons, and the
number of sperm whales taken, allowing 25 barrels to each whale and 10 per cent. of those taken
as lost, was 232,790. The receipts of sperm o0il by decades since the year 1810 were as follows:

Period. . Quantity.

PR
! |
! Gallons.
18J0t0 1820 . oeeneiiiiiiii i e I 5,159, 495"
182060 1830 ... oo iimiir it iiee e reena s 22, 848, 336
183010 1840 . .cevnreiviieeae i e cerenn 41, 241, 310
1840 t0 1850 .. et iiiiiiiieaea e } 39, 146, 055
1850 601800 . .oevmvmienivenienianaareae e l 26, 260, 806
186080 1870 ¢ ovrnieeei i i ciia i 16, 305, 377
IBTO O 1880 ... ittt ! 12, 819, 493

The products of the sperm-whale fishery,in addition to the oil from the blubber and head,
and ivory from the teeth, includes that very valuable substance ambergris, which when pure is
worth its weight in gold. A full discussion of the manner of obtaining ambergris and the value
of the production is given in the section of this report treating of Preparation of Products.

Carr. H. W. SEABURY ON SPERM WHALES.—* The largest sperin whale that I have seen
taken,” says Capt. H. W, Seabury, of New Bedford, ¢ was 120 barrels ; thongh I have heard of one
that made 148 barrels. The male or bull, when full grown, varies from 70 to 110 barrels, very
seldom going beyond the latter amount and is from 50 to 70 feeét long. Female or ‘cow sperm
whales have been caught that made 50 barrels, though they do not often yield more than 35 barrels.
They vary much in size in different places. In the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, angl along the
Gulf Stream through the Atlantie, they run small, and full-grown cows will not average over 15
barrels. Those caught in the Pacific Ocean near the equator as far as longitude 135° west, average
about 25 barrels while those caught farther west and in most parts of the Indiap Ocean run
smaller. The cows with their young give from nothing up to 35 barrels, and seem to go in schools
together, and we frequently see from twenty-five to fifty and sometimes one hundred or more in a
school, with occasionally a large bull among them, and at times, though seldom, we find all
sizes together. The male or bull whales seem to separate from the cows and calves when
about the size of 35 barrels, as we seldow get them in the schools of the mother and its young to
make more oil than that, and we find the young bulls in pods or schools beyond that size ; we find
them in what we call 40-barrel bulls, where they generally go in larger numbers than they do as
they increase in size; we find them again in smaller schools of about the size of 50 barrels, and
again about 60 barrels, where we sometimes see eight or ten together, and 70 barrels four or five, and
beyond that one, two, and three, except on New Zealand Ground, where the large whales go in larger
bodies ; many times we raise a large sperm whale alone, or sometimes two within a short distance of
each other, going their regular course from 3 to 6 miles per hour; they will make their course as
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straight as we can steer a ship, and make their distances very regular during the time they are up
and down; alarge whale will usually stay down when not disturbed from forty to fifty minutes; have
known them to stay down one hour; their time on the top of the water about fifteen minutes—spout-
ing during that time, say forty-five times, or three times to the minute. Schools are quite often seen
going off their regular course. The small whale does not stay down so long as the large one, and
is not quite so regular; when feeding they are up and down quite often. The usual way of raising
or discovering the whale is from the mast heads, where men are stationed all the time in good
weather during the day ; the spout is geﬁerally seen first, unless they are breaching or lap-tailing,
which makes white water and is more easily seen than the spout, and can be seen farther off. Inavery
clear day with a moderate breeze a spout can be seen 6 miles, and sometimes 7 miles, and a breach
12 when a large one. A breach igwhen the whale comes out of water; he generally comes out head-
foremost two-thirds of his length and falls over on his side, which throws up a large amount of
water ; the size of the breach is in proportion to the whale. A lap-tail is when the whale throws
his tail out of water, and when he lets it down it usually throws up a great deal of water, and
experienced whalemen can tell the different kind of whales very readily shortly after they see them
spout, or by their breach; the sperm-whale spout is blown out forward and from the forward end
of the head, and is thick and bushy, while the finback is straight up and thin ; the right is forked
forming two spouts at the top ; the humpback is lower and thin ; the breach of a sperm whale, when
made regular, will be like a cone and be much higher than other whales, which are lower, and
makes more of a splash—spreading out; the length of the sperm whale are according to their
size; the longest I should think would not exceed 70 feet, the head forming about one-third of the
length, and making about one-third of the oil. There are some exceptions as to this; the large
whale will usually make 38 per cent. head, while the smaller one will not make over 30 per cent.,
so that it makes some difference in a cargo that is obtained of large whales or small ones. The case
of a large whale, which is the top of the head, will yicld from 8 to 12 barrels pure spermaceti. In
former years it was the custom to hang the same in the ship’s tackles, and bail the oil out in buckets;

the practice is still in use now in small vessels, but large ones, since the patent gear to the wind-
'~ lass has been in use, have usuylly hove the whale head in on deck, first separating the junk from
the case, and taking the junk first, then the case, and bail the oil out while the same lies on deck;
(much more is saved in this way than in the old process of bailing them alongside ;) the outside, or
white horse, as it is termed, is then thrown overboard, the junk is cut up into horse-pieces, as they
are called by whalemen, and put into casks on deck, or tanks below deck, if the ship is provided
with one preparatory to bailing out the same. The jaw of a large sperm whale is about 18 feet
long, meaning the longest oues, and projects out of the head about 10 feet, and the prongs or pans
are inside about 8 feet. There are generally about forty-four teeth to a jaw, a row being formed on
each side. On the upper jaw there areno teeth, the teeth to the lower jaw going into sockets in
the upper when the mouth is closed. Their food is a fish called squid, at times said to be very large;
we often sce small ones on the top of the water, and pieces of the larger ones floating about on the
surface from the size of a bucket to the size of a barrel; while in the act of killing them they some-
times throw up pieces of the squid.” ‘

6. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH PACIF10 AND ARCTIC WHALE FISHERY.
THE NORTIHI PACIFIC AND PACIFIC-ARCTIC FISHERY.

THE BEGINNING OF THE FISHERY.—The history of whaling in the Arctic Ocean north of
Bering Strait, begins in the year 1848, when Captain Roys, of the bark Superior, of Sag Harbor,
N. Y., cruised there and took many large whales. The Honolulu Friend gives the following
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account by Captain Roys of the opening up of this profitable whaling region: “I entered the
Arctic Ocean about the middle of July, and cruised from continent to continent, going as high as
latitude 70, and saw whales wherever I went, cutting in my last whale on the 23d of August, and
returning, throngh Bering Strait, on the 28th of the same month. On account of powerful currents,
thick fogs, the near vicinity of land and ice, combined with the imperfection of charts and want
of information respecting this region, I found it both difficult and dangerous to get oil, although
there were plenty of whales. Hereafter, doubtless, many ships will go there, and I think there
ought to be some provision made to save the lives of those who go there should they be cast
away.”®

The whales taken by Captain Roys were of the bowhead species, which is peculiar to Arctic
regions. Vessels had been taking the right whale in the Okhotsk Sea and neighboring waters for
some years prior to the inauguration of the Bering Strait fishery, but it was not until about this
time that whalemen began to take notice of the bowhead or Greenland whale that had been looked
upon as of no more importance than the finback or sulphur-bottom whales. They were greatly
surprised when they discovered with what ease the bowhead could be killed, and the great amount
of oil and bone it yielded. According to Starbuck, the first bowheads were taken in the year 1843
on the coast of Kamchatka by ships Hercules, Captain Ricketson, and Janus, Captain Tarner,
both of New Bedford. This species of whale was first taken in the Okhotsk Sea about 1847, or, as
Captain Roys thinks, in 1848 or 1849.t

CAPTAIN BARNES ON ARCTIC WHALING IN 1877.—The following account of Arctic whaling
during the season of 1877 is kindly furnished by Capt. William M. Barnes, of bark Sea Breeze, of
New Bedford. The letter was written to Capt. H. W. Seabury, and published in the New Bedford
Evening Standard of November 21, 1877,

“We came yesterday (October 22) through the Aleutian Islands by the 1720 west longitude
pass. Better charts and a greater familiarity with these islands than we formerly possessed have
deprived them of much of the dread we formerly entertained for them, and I do not think that
any vessel has lately taken the old route on the down passage to the west of the islands. In going
north last spring we passed the chain’at the same place on May 4, and three days later came up
to ice in latitude 56°© 30/ north. From that time till the 23d of tho same month we skirted the ice
to westward, attempting in different places to penetrate it, but ever finding it too compact. On
May 24 we were in sight of land, 250 miles west-southwest from Cape Navarin, and on that day we
entered the ice in company with barks Roman and Mount Wollaston. In a week we had worked
through a belt of ice of some 40 miles in width, and had come into 2 strip of clear water, inshore
of the ice, and extending all the way to Cape Navarin. It was the luck of the Sea Breeze to get
into this water a few hours ahead of the other two vessels, and with a good breeze we soon were
a long way from them, but before they lost sight of us whales had made their appearance in the
loose ice around their ships, and each vessel succeeded in taking two large ones.

#On the 6th of June we were off Cape Navarin, and on the 10th oftf Plover Bay, not having
seen a single whale. On the following day, off Cape Chaplin, we saw and chased a whale going
quick north, and on the same day spoke Captain Redfield, of a trading schooner, who reported the
eastern part of the sea quite free from ice, and that he had seen quite a number of whales off St.
Lawrence Island. So we, going by our experience in these last few years, supposed that the
whales had already gone to the north, and made the best of our way into the Arctic. It proved,
however, that there was still a large body of whalers somewhere in the southern ice that came up
through the straits after nearly all the whales had passed through. The several trading vessels

* Whale and his Captors, p 105. t See Scammon’s Marine Mammalia, p. .60, and Nimrod of the Sea, p. 388.
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report seeing many whales, and that quite a number were taken by the natives at different places.
At this time most of the whalers were walrusing, but a few that were in the line of whales in the
Arctic took one or more. In two or three days they had all gone past and no more whales were
seen till the ships were off Point Barrow.

“Trom the middle of June till the last of July we were engaged in catching walruses. The
past season was rather a poor one for this branch of business, as it was later than usual before the
walruses were found in Jarge numbers. We took 2,000, that yielded 1,200 barrels of oil. There
does not yet appear any diminution in the number of these animals; stillif the ships continue to
catch them as they have done for tho last few years it cannot be long before there will be a great
decrease. This season a schooner was fitted from San Trancisco expressly for walrus catehing,
and doubtless the fair success she met with will prompt the fitting away of others next year, so I
fear the poor walruses are destined to suffer,

“ Karly in August we arrived off Point Barrow. We found a number of whalers already there,
and some of them boiling. The ice, when we passed up, was some 10 miles oft shore, at the Sea
Horse Islands, and from there to Point Barrow, 70 miles, there was a strip of clear water 20 miles
wide, but which will almost be closed up if the wind came a few hours from the west. Irom Cape
Smith to Point Barrow there was a body of ice aground, and on the western edge of the bank that
extends to the north from the point there was a wall of ice some 6 miles long and 60 feet or more
in height, so high that there were only o few places where it was possible from the ¢ crow’s nest”
to look over it. This wall, however, was quite narrow, and probably was formed when a pack
moving from the west took the ground on this bank, in some 7 fathoms of water, the pressure
behind piling the succceding ice upon that which was grounded. We fonnd the ships anchored
near the end of this wall. To the northeast there was an opeming 1 the ice of several miles of
greater or less extenr, according to the wind, while to the eastward of the point the ice lay in
huge floes many miles in extent, and but little separated. Ouly near the point was there much
small ice, and among this there was much that was so large as to make navigation among it unsafe
and difficult. The whales were already coming from the east, and would cross the open water
near the end of the ground ice and bury themselves in the western pack.

¢ On August 15 five vessels started to the eastward, and the next day passed out of sight.
One vessel after another would follow, and by the last of the month the whole fleet was to the east
of Point Barrow. To the north was an unknown amount of ice, but it was possible. with care
and with a favoring wind, to thread one’s way along the land among the floes of ice. In this diffi- -
cult navigation the Roman and Milton came to grief, and returned to the point. Some of the
vessels report having gone as far east as Return Reef. The Sea DBreeze went no farther than
Smith’s Bay. The vessels that first went east found whales off Point Tangent, 40 miles from
Point Barrow, but farther east very few whales were seen~—fortunately, as it proved—as it is
acknowledged that if whales had been found and the fleet been detained a few days to the east-
ward New Bedford would again have had to deplore the loss of her northern fleet.

{ Early in September the ships were all back to Point Barrow. The weather was now quite
cold, and the ice encroaching fast on our open space. On the Gth of September, in company with
bark Mercury, we steered to the southwest and run 80 miles between the ice and land, and then
to the west of [Terald Island. We found much open ice over the usual whaling-ground. Septem-
ber 13 we were in the longitude of Herald Island, but 80 miles to the south of it, and the ice
trending to the southwest, 8o we turned again to the east. Here we spoke bark Cleone,* Captain
Nye, who was also working east and reported the Rainbow working up towards Herald Island.

“ Cleone wrecked the anme year in Saint. Lawrence Bay, Captain Nye afterwards lost in Mt. Wollaston.
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In a few days we were back among the eastern ships, and on the 17th of the month learned that
the Three Brothers had been abandoned in the ice around Point Barrow, and that the ships that
brought down her crew barely escaped the double danger of being inclosed by the ice and of being
frozen in. We had now northeast wind, quite cold, and snowy. ‘A few nights after the W, A.
Farnsworth was lost, her crew barely having time to escape as they stood.

¢ At this time there was more young ice than I have ever before seen in the Arctic. On the
20th of September, in latitude 70° 20/, the whole ocean appeared to be frozen over, the young ice
being nearly an inch thick, so that the ship needed a fresh breeze to force her way through it; and
a few days later we found ice nearly 2 inches thick still farther south.

“ About the 20th of September several vessels left, some it is reported leaving the sea to look
for right whales. Others went westward.

“The northeast wind freshened to a gale, and on the 25th of September we had drifted to south
of Cape Lisburne, and in company with the Mouut Wollaston anchored under the lee of Point
Hope. Next day took our aunchors and steered south to leave the sea, but before we had reached
East Cape met a south wind and swung off again for Herald Island. October 1, sighted Herald
Island, also vessels whaling, and soon after whales. The south wind, with a current running north,
had carried the ice so far that ships were now whaling close to the island in elear water. Learned
soon atter that there had been many whales here ; that the Rainbow had worked up through 80
miles of ice and found them here about the middle of September, and that all the vessels here had
been doing well. There were in sight here nine sails; if any more, not immediately around the
island, and it was thought that all the others had left the sea. The last whales were taken here
October 10, by barks Cleone and Helen Mar. We took three only, making 330 barrels. For many
years I have not seen 80 many or sucil large whales as about here for the first weck in October.

“ Left Herald Island October 10. On the 12th anchored in Saint Lawrence Bay. TFound here
the Rainbow, 17 whales; Norman, 14 whales ; and Mount Wollaston, 8 whales. Soon after arrived
there the Pacific 11 whales, the Northern Light 9 whales, the Progress 8 whales, the Helen Mar 13
whales, and the Cleone i1 whales. .

“ We gailed from Saint Lawrence B.ay October 18, leaving five vessels there. Two days later
we killed and lost a right whale, near Saint Matthew’s Island, by the sinking of the whale. And
vow the season seems closed, and nothing remains but to make the best of our way to port. * * #

¢ Long before you will receive this, in all probability you have learned all that is to be known
concerning the vessels abandoned last season. Only two’ vessels survived the winter. There
were, I beliove, five men, Hawaiian natives, who made their way over the ice to the Acors Barns,
the vessel that lay nearest the land, away to the east of Point Barrow. It chanced thatin the
gale that soon came on, after the fleet was abandoned, that this vessel was driven through a break
in the ground-ice that walled the northern shore, and these men succeeded in reaching the land
and Point Barrow soon after the departure of the vessels that were saved. Three of these men
were badly frozen and svon died. The two others were kindly cared for by the natives on the point,
and when I saw them on board Hawaiian brig William H. Allen were fat and hearty. The bark
Clara Bell was abandoned a few miles south from Cape Smith. She was found lying at her anchor,
wholly clear from ice, and with no further damage than was done by the natives, who took what-
ever was of any use to them, and cut and hacked till they had made a bad looking vessel of her.
The first few vessels helped themselves to whatever was left of value, and the schooner Newton
Booth, of San Francisco, took the remaining oil. The Clara Bell lay there at her anchor till about
the 20th of September, when she broke adrift and came up with the current and went out of sight
in the ice to the northeast. She was last seen off Harrison’s Bay.
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“J cannot learn that anything certain is known concerning the other abandoned ships. There
was a report that some trading vessel understood from the natives, at Point Hope, that during the
winter a ship made her appearapce off the point, among the ice; that they (the natives) boarded
her; that they found no ope on her; but on the ice near her the bodies of two men who had
perished while trying to reach the land. It seems probable to me that in tbe strong northeast
gales of the fall the abandoned ships were driven to the southwest, and were drifting around with
the ice through the winter, and if not sooner broken to pieces, were carried awayin the spring among
the ice moving north. The Acors Barns was burned by the natives.

“The men that spent the winter among the patives report most kind treatment. They say,
however, that occasionally they had to flee from one house to another, when the inmates of the
first were having a drunken frolic, as at such times they could not be sure of their lives. A few
years ago these people did not know the use of intoxicating liquors. What a comment on our
boasted civilization and on the genuineness of our Christianity that this little colony of people, in
this most remote corner of the earth, must suffer and be imbrated because of us! It is a grievous
shame, and one that I hope will soon come to an end.” [The Sea Breeze arrived at San Francisco
November 11, havisg had a long and rough passage down—a succession of southerly gales—
with 1,450 barrels oil, 5,000 pounds whaleboue, and 6,000 pounds ivory.]

CAPTAIN PEASE ON ARCITC WHALING. —Captain Pease, of the ship Champion, of Edgartown,
in a letter published in the New Bedford Shipping List, of November 29, 1870, thus describes
some of the incidents of Arctic whaling: ‘

“We made and entered the ice on the 17th day of May, about 40 miles south of Cape Navarin,
weather thick and snowing; on the 20th the weather cleared up, showing about a dozen ships in
the ice. The weather having every appearance of a gale, I worked out of the ice, and soon found
myself surrounded by fifty ships. Saw but one whale in the ice. On the 23d, weather pleasant,
two or three ships worked a short distance in the ice ; the next day the fleet commenced following
and in & few hours fifty ships were on a race to Cape Thaddeus; it was oak against ice, and like
all heavy moving bodies which come in collision, ‘ the weakest structure always gives way;’ so
with the ships, they all came out more or less damaged in copper and sheathing—the Champion
four days ahead to Cape Thaddeus, in clear water.

“ Unfortunately, for the first time since whaling, there were no whales. On the 13th of June
we lowered for a whale going quick into the ice, Cape Agchen bearing southwest 90 miles, and
before getting the boats clear the ice packed around us. From that time until the 26th, so close
and heavy was the ice packed around us, that we found it impossible to move the ship. With our
sails furled, we drifted with the ice about 12 miles per day toward Cape Agchen, the ship lying
as quiet as in a dock, but on the 22d, when close under the cape, a gale set in fromn the southward,
producing a heavy swell and causing the ship to strike heavily against the ice. We saved our
rudder by hooking our blubber-hooks to it and heaving them well tant with hawsers to our
quarters. Had the current not taken an easterly shore course, the ship must have gone on shore.
The wind blowing on shore, which was distant less than half a mile, 5 to 6 fathoms of water under
us, ship rolling and pounding heavily against the ice, weather so thick we could not see 50 yards,
made it rather an anxious time.. TFor thirty-six hours I was expecting some sharp-pointed rock
would crash through her sides. On the 24th, finding only 44 fathoms water, little current, with .
the larger pieces of ice around, we lot go an anchor and held her to a large floe of ice. Here we
broke our sampson-post off in the deck. On the morning of the 25th the weather cleared wup.
showing our position to be at the head of a small bay about 15 miles east of Cape Agchen. Here
for two days we lay becalmed and ice-bound. On the second day the ice loosened, when we took
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our anchor and by eighteen hours’ hard work succeeded in kedging about 4 miles seaward; o
breeze then springing up from off shore, we spread sail and passed into clear water. We spent a
short time in the straits, but saw nething of the bowhead kind. Passed into the Arctic July —,
and found most of the fleet catching walrus; about a dozen ships (this one among the number)
went cruising along the northern ice for bowheads. After prospecting from Icy Cape to near
Herald Island, and seeing not a whale, I returned to the walrus fleet. The first ship I saw was
the Vineyard, with one hundred and seventy-five walrus; since then I have not seen or heard
from her. This walrusing is quite a new business, and ships which had engaged in it the previous
season and came up prepared were very successful. While at it, we drove business as hard as the
best of them, but soon became counvinced that the ship’s company (taken collectively) were much
inferior to many others; they could not endure the cold and exposure expected of them. T have
seen boats’ crews that were properly rigged, kill and strip a boat-load of walrus in the same length’
of time another (not rigged) would be in killing one and hauling him on the iece. We took some
four hundred, making about 230 barrels. About August 5 all the ships went in pursuit of bow-
heads (most of them to Point Barrow). When off the Sea Horse Islands we saw a few whales
working to the westward, just enough to detain us; we took two making 200 barrels; the weather
cold, and a gale all the time. In September I worked up about 70 miles from Point Barrow ; saw
quite a show of small whales in the sea; took four which made about 100 barrels. As that was a
fair sample, and not having the right boys to whale in that ice, where the thermometer stood only
8 above zero, 1 went back to the westward. Ships that had from forty to fifty men (clad in skins)
and officers accustomed to that particular kind of whaling, did well. In going back the fourth
mate struck a whale which made about 70 barrels. From the 28th of September to the 4th of
October we saw a good chance to get oil, had the weather been good, and a well, hardy crew.
We could not ¢nt and whale at the same time. We took four whales which would have made 500
barrels had we had good weather to boil them. On the 4th of October we put'away for the straits,
in company with the Seneca, John Howland, and John Wells—a gale from the northeast, and
snowing. On the evening of the 7th it blew almost a hurricane; hove the ship to south of Point
Hope, with main-topsail furled; lost starboard bow boat, with davits—ship covered with ice and
oil. On the 10th entered the straits in a heavy gale; when about 8 miles south of the Diomedes,
had to heave to under bare poles, blowing furiously, and the heaviest sea I ever saw ; ship making
bad weather of it; we had about 125 barrels of oil on deck, and all our fresh water; our blubber
between decks in horse.-pieces, and going from the forecastle to the mainmast every time she
pitehed, and impossible to stop it; ship covered with ice and oil ; could only muster four men in
a watch; decks flooded with water all the time; no fire to cook with or to warm by, made it the
most anxious and miserable time I over experienced in all my sea service. During the night
shipped a heavy sea, which took off bow and waist boats, davits, slide-boards, and everything
attacked, staving about 20 barrels of oil. At daylight on the second day we found ourselves in 17
fathoms of water, and about 6 miles from the center cape of Saint Lawrence Island. Fortunately
the gale moderated a little, so that we got two close-reefed topsails and reefed courses on her,
and by sundown were clear of the west end of the island.. Had it not moderated as soon as it did,
we should, by 10 a. m., have been shaking hands with our departed friends.”

Another difficulty of North Pacific navigation is mentioned in a letter from Capt. William H.
Kelley, of the bark James Allen, of New Bedford, to the Hawaiian Gazette, in 1874.* He says:
‘“One of the perplexities of the navigator cruising in the Aictic Ocean is the singular effect northerly
and southerly winds seem to have upon the mariner’s compass. Captains have noticed this singu-
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* Beo New Bedford ¢ Shipping List,” January 5, 1876,
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larity for years, and no solution of the matter, as far as I have learned, has yet been arrived at.
Navigators have noticed that with a north or northeast wind they can tack in eight points, while
with the wind south or southwest in from fourteen to sixteen points. All navigators know that for
a square-rigged vessel to lie within four points of the wind is an utter impossibility, the average
with squaré rigged vessels being six points. This peculiar action of the compass renders the navi-
gation of the Arctic difficult and at times dangerous, especially in thick, foggy weather. Naviga-
tors in these regions have proved to their satisfaction that on the American coast, north and east
of Point Barrow, to steer a land course by the compass and allow the variations given by the .
chart, 44° 15/ cast, with the wind at north or northeast, would run the ship ashore, steering either
east or west. * * * Txperience, therefore, hus obliged navigators to ignore the variations
marked upon the charts, and lay the ship’s course by the compass alone to malie a land-course safe in
thick weather. * * * With an east or west wind the effect on the compass is not so great as
with other winds. I have said this much to show the working of the compass in the Arctic Ocean
during different winds, not that I admit that the wind has any effect whatever upon the compass.
I give the facts as they came under my observation, and corroborative testimony will be borne by
any shipmaster who has cruised in the Arctic Ocean.”

THE DANGERS OF THE FISHERY.—Whaling in the Arctic Ocean is attended with uncertainty
in every particular, both in regard to the condition and-inovement of the ice, and the movement of
the whales. The early departure of the animals to inaccessible regions among the ice, and the
anxious weeks spent in awaiting their retnrn, make this ground one of the most exciting regions
that whalemen cau find, and the surroundings are of more than usual interest. Much has been
written in the accounts of Arctic expeditions descriptive of the icy regions, and much is said of the
dangers attending navigation in those seas. Nothing can exceed the daring aund pluck of the
whalemen in their endeavors to search out and capture their prey. TForgetful of surrounding
dangers, they pursue the spouting animal far up among the ice-floes, and many a vessel has been
crushed to pieces by the ice as she was tracking out a whale. Anxious to secure full fares, they
remain amid the freezing waters until early winter stares them in the face, when they plow their
way homeward. Several disasters bave overtaken the fleet in their zeal to cateh the whale, asin .
1871, when thirty-two noble craft were left at anchor in sight of certain destruction, the crews,
aftor arduous labor, saving themselves in boats.

The story of the disaster of 1871, as also that of 1876, is told as follows by Starbuck:

“In the fall of 1871 came news of a terrible disaster to the Arctic flect, rivaling in its extent
the depredations of the rebel cruiser. Off Point Belcher thirty-four vessels lay crushed and
mangled in the ice; in Honolulu were over twelve hundred seamen who by this catastrophe were
shipwrecked.

“Rarly in May the fleet arrived south of Cape Thaddcus, where they found the ice closely
packed, and tho wind blowing strong from the northeast.* This state of affairs continued during
the most of the month. June came in with light and variable winds and foggy weather; but the
ice opening somewhat, the ships pushed through in sight of Cape Navarin, where they took five
or six whales, and for a short time heard many more spouting among the ice. About the middle
of June the ice opened still more, and the fleet passed on through Anadir Sea, taking a few whales
as they went. By the 30th of June the vessels had passed through Bering Strait, preceded
by the whales. Waiting the further Dreaking up of the ice, they commenced cateching walruses,
but with comparatively poor success. During the latter part of July, the ice disappearing from
the east shore south of Cape Lisburne, the fleet pushed on to the castward, following the ice, the

* Harper’s Weekly, Docember 2, 1871,
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principal portion of which was in latitude 69° 10’. A clear strip of water appearing on the east
shore, leading along the land to the northeast, they worked along through it to within a few miles
~of Iey Cape. Here some of the vessels anchored, unable to proceed farther on account of the ice
lying on Blossom Shoals.

“About the 6th of August the ice on the shoals started, and several ships got under way.
In a few days most of the fleet was north of the shoals, and, aided by favorable weather, they
worked to the northeast as far as Wainwright Inlet, cight vessels reaching there on the T7th,
Here the ships either anchored or made fast to the ice, which was very heavy and densely packed.
and whaling was carried on briskly for several days, and every encouragement was given for a
favorable catch. On the 11th of August a sudden change of wind set the ice inshore, catching a
large number of boats which were cruising for whales in the open ice, and forcing the ships to get
under way to avoid being erushed. The vessels worked inshore under the lee of the ground ice,
and succeeded, despite the difficulties of the situation, in saving their boats by hauling them for
long distances over the ice, some of them, however, being badly stoven. On the 13th the ice
grounded, leaving a narrow strip of water along the land up to Point Belcher. In this open
water lay the fleet anchored or fast to the ice, waiting for the expected northeast wind that was
" to relieve them of their icy barrier, whaling constantly being carried on by the boats, though
necessarily under many adversities.

“On the 15th of August the wind came around to the westward, driving the ice still closer
to the shore and compelling the vessels to work close in to the land. The drift of the ice inland
was 8o rapid that some of the vessels were compelled to slip their cables, there being no time to
weigh anchor. By this event the fleet was driven into a narrow strip of water not over a half
a mile in width at its widest part. Here, scattered along the coast for 20 miles, they lay, the water
from 14 to 24 feet deep, and ice as far as the lookouts at the mastheads could see. Whaling was
still carried oo with the boats off Sea-Horse Island and Point ¥ranklin, although the men were
obliged to cut up the whales on the ice and tow the blubber to the ships.

¢ On the 25th a strong northeast gale set in and drove the ice to a distance of from 4 to 8
miles off shore, and renewed attention was given to the pursuit of the whale. Up to this time no
immediate danger had been anticipated by the captains beyond that incidental to their usaal
sojourn in these seas. The Eskimo, nevertheless, with the utmost friendliness, advised them to
get away with all possible speed, as the sea would not again open; but this was contrary to the
Aretic experience of the whalemen, and they resolved to hold their position.

“On the 29th began the series of couflicting circumstances resulting in the destruction of the
fleet. A southwest wind sprang up, light in the morning, but freshening so toward evening that
the ice returnéd inshore with such rapidity as to catch some of the ships in the pack. The rest of
the fleet retreated ahead of the ice, and anchored in from 3 to 4 fathoms of water, the ice still
coming in and small ice packing around them. The heavy floe-ice grounded in shoal water and
between it and the shore lay the ships, with scarcel y room to swing at their anchors.

“0n the 2d of September the brig Comet was caught by the heavy jce and completely crushed,
her crew barely making their escape to the other vessels. She was pincbed until her timbers all
snapped and tbe stern was forced out, and bung suspended for three or four days, being in the
mean time thoroughly wrecked by the other vessels; then the ice relaxed its iron grip and she
sunk. Still our hardy whalemen hoped that the looked-for no'rtheasterly gale would come, and
felt greater uneasiness on account of the loss of time than because of their present peril. Their
experience could not point to the time when the favoring gale had failed to assure their egress.
Nothing but ice was visible off shore, however, the only clear water being where they lay, and
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that narrowed to a strip from 200 yards to half a mile in width, and extending from Point Iielcher
to 2 or 3 miles south of Wainwright Inlet. The southeast and southwest winds still corntinued,.
light from the former and fresh from the latter direction, and every day the ice packed more and
more closely around the doomed vessels.
~ “On the 7th of September the bark Roman, while cutting-in a whale, was canght between

two immense floes of ice off Sea Horse Islands, whence she had helplessly drifted, and crushed to
atoms, the officers and crew escaping over the ice, saving scarcely anything but their lives. °

“The next day beheld the bark Awashonks meet a similar faté, and a third fugitive crew
was distributed among the remaining ships. The peril was now apparent to all ; the season was
rapidly approaching the end; the ice showed no signs of starting, but on the contrary the little
clear water that remained was rapidly filling with ice and closing around them. IFrequent and
serious were the consultations held by the captains of the beleaguered vessels. One thing at
least was evident without discussion; if the vessels could not be extricated, the crews must be
got away before winter set in, or the scanty stock of provisions they had could only postpone an
inevitable starvation. As a precautionary measure, pending a decision on the best course to
adopt, men were set. to work to build up the boats, that is, to raise the gunwales so as to enable
them the better to surmount the waves. Shoes* were also put on them, to prevent, as far as pos- -
sible, injury from the ice. The brig Kohola was lightened in order to get her over the bar at
‘Wainwright Inlet, upon which there were only 5 or 6 feet of water. Her oil and stores were
transferred to the deck of the Charlotte, of San Francisco, but when discharged it was found that
she still drew 9 feet of water, and the attempt to get her over the shoal water was abandoned.t
An expedition of three boats, under the command of Capt. D. R. Frazer, was now sent down the
coast to ascertain how far the ice extended; what chances there were of getting through the
barrier; what vessels, if any, were outside, and what relief could be reliad upon. Captain
IFrazer returned on the 12th, and reported that it was utterly impracticable to get any of the
main body of the fleet out; that the Arctic and another vessel were in clear water below the
field, which extended to the south of Blossom Shoals, 80 miles from the imprisoned crafts; and
that five more vessels, then fast in the lower edge of the ice, were likely to get out soon. He also
reported, what every man then probably took for granted, that these free vessels would lay by to
aid their distressed comrades. It is a part of the whalemaw’s creed to stand by his mates. On
hearing this reported, it was decided to abandon the fleet, and make the best of their way, while
they could, to the rescuing vessels. It was merely a question whether they should leave their
ships and save their lives, or stand by their ships and perish with them.

“ The morning of the 14th of September came, and a sad day it was to the crews of the ice-
bound crafts. At noon the signals, flags at the mast~héads, union down, were set, which told
them the time had come when they must sever themselves from their vessels.i As a stricken family

*A sheathing—in this case copper—being used.

t The same experiment, with the same result, was tried by Captain Redfield, of the brig Victoria.

1 The following protest was written on the 12th of September, and signed by all the captains on the following day
before abandoning their vessols:

“PoINT BELCHER, drotio Ocean, September 12, 1871,

“Know all men by these presents, that we, the undersigned, masters of whale-ships now lying at Point Belcher,
after holding & meeting concerning our dreadful situation, have all come to the conclusion that our ships cannot be
got out this year, and there being no harbor that we can got our vessels into, snd not having provisions enough to
feed our crews to exceed three months, and being in a barren country, where there is neither food nor fuel to be
obtained, we feol ourselves under the painful necessity of abandoning our vessels, and trying to work our way south
with our boats, and, if possible, get on board of ships that are south of the ice. We think it would not be prudent to
leave a single soul to look after our vessels, as the first westerly galo will crowd the ice ashore, and either crush the

_ 8go. v, YOL. 11—




82 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

feels when the devouring flames destroy the home which was their shelter, and with it the little
souvenirs and priceless memorials which had been so carefully collected and so earnestly treasured,
80 feélg; the mariner when compelled to tear himself from the ship, which seems to him at once parent,
friend, and shelter. In these vessels lay the result of all the toil and danger encountered by them
since leaving home. Their chests contained those little tokens received from or reserved for friends
thousands of miles away, and nothing could be taken with them save certain prescribed and
indispensable articles. With heavy hearts they entered their boats and pulled away, a mournful,
almost funereal, flotilla, toward where the vessels lay that were to prove their salvation. Tender
women and children were there, who, by their presence, sought to relieve the tedium of a long
voyage to their husbands and fa.thérs, and the cold north wind blew pitilessly over the frozen sea,
chilling to the marrow the unfortunate fugitives.

“The first night out the wanderers encamped on the beach behind the sand-hills. A scanty
supply of fire-wood they had with them and such drift-wood as they could collect sufficed to make
a fire to protect them somewhat from the chilling frost. The sailors dragged boats over the hills,
and by turning them bottom upward and covering them with sails, made quite comfortable habi-
tations for the women and children. The rest made themselves comfortable as best they could.

# On the secoud day out,” says Captain Preble, ¢ the boats reached Blossom Shoals, and there
spied the refuge-vessels lying 5 miles out from shore, and behind a tongue of ice that stretched
like a great peninsula 10 miles farther down the coast, and around the point of which the weary
crews were obliged to pull before they could get aboard. The weather here was very bad, the
wind blowing fresh from the southwest, causing a sea that threatened the little craft with annihi-
lation. Still the hazardous journey had to be performed, and there was no time to be lost in setting
aboutit. * * ® All submitted to this new danger with becoming checrfulness, and the little
boats started on their almost hopeless voyage, even the women and children smothering their
apprehensions as best they could. On the voyage along the inside of the icy point of the peninsula
everything went moderately well ; but on rounding it they encountered the full force of a tremen-
dous southwest gale and % sea that would have made the stoutest ship tremble. TIn this fearful
sea the whale-boats were tossed about like pieces of cork, They shipped quantities of water from
every wave which struck them, requiring the utmost diligence of all bands at bailing to keep
them afloat. Everybody’s clothing was thoroughly saturated with the freezing brine, while all
the bread and flour in the boats was completely spoiled. The strength of the gale was such that
the ship Arectic, after getting her portion of the refugees on board, parted her chain-cable and lost
ber port anchor, but brought up again with her starboard anchor, which held until the little fleet
was ready to sail. . ) .

¢ By four o’clock in the afte:noon of the second day all were distributed among the seven
vessels that formed the remnant of the fleet that sailed for the Arctic Ocean the previous spring.
Not a person was lost to add to the grief already felt or to increase the gloom of their situation.

ships or drive them high upon the beach: Three of the fleet have already been crushed, and two are now lying hove
out, which have been crushed by the ice, and are leaking badly. We havenow five wrecked crews distributed among
us. We have barely room toswing at anchorbetween the pack of ice and the beach, and we are lying in three fathoms
of water. Should we be cast on the beach it would be at least eleven months before we could look for assistance, and
in all probability nine out of ten would die of starvation or scurvy before the opening of spring.

“Therefore, we have arrived at these conclusions: After the return of our expedition under command of Capt.
D. R. Frazer, of the Florida, he having with whale-boats worked to the southward as far as Blossom Shoals, and
found that the ice pressed ashore the entire distance from our position to the shoals, leaving in several places ouly
sufficient water for our boats to pass througl, and this liable at any moment to be frozen over during the twenty-four
hours, which would cut off our retreat, even by the boats, as Captain Frazer had to work through n considerable
quantity of young ice during his expedition, which cnt up his boats badly.”

(Signed by the mastors.)
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To the Europa were assigned 280; to the Arctic, 250; to the Progress, 221; to the Lagoda, 195;
to the Daniel Webster, 113; to the Midas, 100; and to the Chance, 60; in all 1,219 souls in addi-
tion to their regular crews. On the 24th of October the larger portion of these vessels reached
Honolulu, and the remaining ones of the seven speedily followed.

¢ On the receipt of the news of this disaster, more particularly in New Bedford, great excite-
ment was occasioned. The value of the wrecked vessels sailing from that port alone exceeded,
with their cargoes, $1,000,000. But the owners of whaling-vessels were not the men to yield
supinely to a single misfortune, however overpowering it might seem, and the ensuing year twenty-
seven ships were busy in the Arcﬁc, and in 1873 twenty-nine visited. that precarious sea.

“The names of the beleaguered fleet were: from New Bedford, barks Awashonks, value
$58,000 ; Concordia, $75,000; Contest, $40,000; Elizabeth, $60,000; Ewmily Morgan, $60,000;
Eugenia, $56,000; Fanny, $58,000; Gay Head, 840,000 ; George, $40,000; Henry Taber, $52,000;
John Wells, $40,000 ; Massachusetts, $46,000 ; Minerva, $50,000; Navy, $48,000; Oliver Crocker,
$48,000; Seneca, $70,000; William Rotch, $43,000; ships George Howland, $43,000; Reindeer,
$40,000 ; Roman, 860,000 ; Thomas Dickason, $50,000. TFrom New London, bark J. D. Thompson,
value $45,000; and ship Mouticello, $45,000. From San Francisco, barks Carlotta, value $52,000 ;
Fldrida-, £51,000; and Victoria, $30,000. TFrom Edgartown, ships Champion, value $40,000; and
Mary, $57,000. And from Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, barks Paira Kobola, $20,000; Comet,
$20,000; and Victoria 2d and ship Julian, 840,000. The Honolulu vessels had generally Ameri-
can owners, having been placed under the Hawaiian flag to protect them from rebel cruisers.

“ Capt. William H. Kelley, who commanded the Gay Head, visited the locality the following
year, and wrote home the condition of such of the vessels as still remained. The Minerva lay at
the entrance to Wainwright Inlet, as good in hull as when abandoned. The T. Dickason lay on
her beam-ends on the bank, bilged and full of water. The Seneca was dragged by the ice up
the coast some distance; her bowsprit was gone, bulwarks stove, and rudder carrvied away, and
- 8he was frozen in solid. The Reindeer sank, and the Florida was ashore on Sea Horse Islands,
burned to the water’s edge. The rest of the fleet were either carried away by the ice, crushed to
pieces, or burned by the natives. The Gay Head and Concordia were burned where they lay.
‘The bark Massachusetts went aronnd Point Barrow. There was one white man on board her
who staid up here last winter. He made his escape over the ice this summer, and was five days
getting back teo the ships. He was about used up whenthey found him this summer. The
natives set out to kill him, but the women saved him, and afterward the old chief took care of
kim. Ho saved a large quantity of bone, but the natives took it away from him, except a small
quantity. He said $150,000 would not tempt him to try another winter in the Arctic. He said
that four days after we left the ships last year the water froze aver and the natives walked off to
the ships; and fourteen days atter there came on a heavy northeast gale and drove all but the
ground-ice away (that never moved). Shortly after there blew another nmortheast gale, and he
said that of all the butting and smashing he ever saw, the worst was among those ships driving
into each other during those gales, Some were ground to atoms, and what the ice spared the
natives soon destroyed, after pillaging them of everything they pleased.”

Iu the season of 1876 the fleet met with another disaster of less pecuniary extent but more
appalling in its effect on human life. The fleet consisted of eighteen American ships and barks
and two foreign vessels. Of these, twelve were lost or abandoned in the Arctic. ¢ Much of the
melancholy story seems a duplicate deseription of that of 1871. Again the fleet had entered that
fatal ocean early in August, and again commenced the season’s whaling with prospects of fair
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success ; again the ice commenced closing around them; again they cherished delusive hopes that
a strong gale would drive it off shore and afford them a means of escape, and again these hopes
were doomed to a bitter disappointment. Again the masters decided it was necessary to abandon
their vessels, and again the abandonment was accomplished. Here the parallel ceases. Several
men perished from exposure in journeying from one beleaguered vessel to another apparently more
safe, and many died on the toillsome, peri.lous march and voyage to the rescuing ships. Many
more preferred to stay by the ships and risk their chances of surviving during the. terrible Arctic
winter to assuming the nearer and, to them, apparently no less dangerous alternative of an imme-
diate escape.”* Three hundred men escaped, and fifty-three remained among the natives. There
was no feasible way to communicate with them until the summer of 1877. Provisions and fuel were
reported amply sufficient for them, and with the first clear water of 1877 ready hands and willing
hearts hastened to their assistance. The experiences of these men during the winter and unti]
their rescue in the summer of 1877 are told by Captain Barnes on page 77, above; only two of
‘the abandoned vessels survived the winter: one of these was burned by the natives and the other
was lost in September, 1877. The nawmes of the lost and abandoned vessels with their approx-
imate values, not including cargoes, were as follows : (Of these the Arctic was lost; the others aban-
doned.) From New Bedford, the Acors Barns, $36,000; Camilla, $36,000; Cornelius Howland,
$40,000; James Allen, $36,000; Java 2d, $25,000; Josephine, $40,000 ; Marengo, $40,000 ; Mount
Wollaston, $32,000; Onward, $40,000; and St. George, $36,000. Irom San Francisco, the Clara
Bell, $24,000. And from Honolulu, the Arctic, 832,000, and Desmond, $24,000. A total loss of
$442,000. The estimated value of the cargoes was about $375,000 more.

-In 1877 three of the Arctic fleet were lost, in 1878 one, and in 1879 three. The descriptiou of
the class of vessels employed in-this fishery is given under the head of vessels and apparatus,
and the cruising-grounds are discussed under the head of whaling-grounds.

STATISTICS OF PAOIFIC-ARCTIC WHALING 1835 T0 1880.—The following statement gives a
summary of each season’s fishing of the North Pacific fleet from 1835 to 1830, The locality
includes the waters between the Asiatic and American coasts north of 50° north latitude.

Statement showing the number of Amerioan vessels in the North Pacifio flest eaoh year and their catoh of oil and bone.
[Compiled from Whalemen's Shipping List.)

. Average Total ‘otal pounds
Your. | comain| Uit | barrols | oo Bomarks.
| -

1835...... S VUURUUN ISP

1836...... O IO SN IR

1837...... | PN SR (S

1838...... S FUUOY ST IS
1839 .. 2! 1,400 2,800 .

1840...... 3. 587 1,760 cee
1841...... 20 1,412 28, 200 .

1842..... 29 i 1,627 47,200 | eennennnnnnn

1843 108 ! 1,340 146,800 |..ceiievennann

1844..... 190 § 1,628 . 259,570 [...cocneenn..

1845...... 263 953 . 250,000 |.....cceen....

869! 253,800 |.eeannnnn....

* History Whale Fishery, in U. 8. Fish Commission Report, 1875-76.
t Arctic whalebone not recorded separate prior to 1868.
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Statement showing the number of American vessels in the North Pacifio fleet each ycar and their catch, §-c.—Continued.

Average Total
barrols Larrels ’J‘““?ﬁg}e om;d: Loutarka.
whale oil. | whale oil. ne.

No. of
vessels.

177 1,059 187,448 |..c.......... .

159 1,164 185,256 |..oennnnnn .

155 1,334 206,850 |......... ceeen

144 1, 602 243,648 |..oeoeoiinann

138 | 626 86,360 | veuruennenn .-

278 1,343 | 873,450 |............. .

238 912 217,056 |..coeeennnnnn.

232 ! 704 184,003 |..... Cieeeas .

217 873 180,578 [......... P

178 822 146,410 [..............

143 796} 118,800 fiecerinrnnnnn.

196 620 121,650 [...c... ...,

176 535 94, 160

121 518 62, 678 Two of the fleet lost, the George and Mary and Panlina.
76 724 55, 024
82 810 19, 526
42 857 86, 010
68 522 35, 480
59 017 36,416 |..............
95 568 56,825 |..............
90 640 57,620 {.coceernan.... Alao eleven foreign vessels.
61 708 43,230 . 627,500 | Also aeven foreign vessels that took 4,370 barrels oil, 66,000 pounds bone.
43 890 38,275 526, 000-| Also six foreign veassels that took 6,475 barrels oil, £5,000 pounds bone.
46 1, 069 40,205 659, 550 | Also nine foreign vessels that took 8,080 barrels oil, 87,000 pounds bone,
:1: 3% PRI PO .. 16,000 | All but seven of the fleet were lost, including four foreign vessels.
27 730 19,730 258,200 | Also four foreign vessels took 1,800 barfels oil, 29,400 pounds bone.
30 676 20, 205 239,300 | Also four foroign vessels; two of them took 980 barrels oil, 5,300 pounds bone.
23 883 20,380 222,100 | Also four foreign vessels that took 2,630 barrels oil, 25,000 pounds bone.
16 1,356 21, 680 230,460 | Also four foreign vessels that took 3,450 barrels oil, 86,800 pounds bone.
) -7 (R 5, 250 85,200 | All but eight of the ficet lost, also two foreign vessels.
19 1, 008 17, 530 153, 800 | Three of tho fluot werelost, Qne foreigu vessel took 300 barrels oil, 8,000 pounds bone,
17 770 18, 080 114,200 } One of the fleet lost.
b U P 18, 800 200, 500 | Three of the fleet lost.
19 1, 406 26,700 409, 000

4,800 |...... veenne| 8,004,307 ...oii i,
* Arotic whalebone not recorded separate prior tn 1888, -

t Since the above was compiled the reports for subsequont yoars have beeu received, as follows: 1881, 23 vessels, 24, 740 Larrels of whale
oil, 387,000 pounds whalebone; 1882, 32 vessols, 22,076 barrels whale oil, 360,500 pounds whnlebone; 1883, 38 vessela, 10,155 barrels whale oil,
159,400 pounds whalebone; 1884, 89 vossols, 20,460 barrels whale ofl, 318,700 pounds whalebone. ‘The floet in 1880 included two steamers, iu
1884 tho number of steamers had increased to nine. Another marked change in this fishory is the larger proportion of vessels bailing from
San Franoisco, a8 is shown on subscquont pages in the detalls of each your's voyage.

‘The oruising grounds of the floet, prior to 1848, were south of Boring Stralt, chiefly on the Northwest Ground., In 1848 a vosscl passed
through the Strait and was very succeesful. From that date the Arotio fleet increasod rapidly in numbers. Sinoce the year 1868 tho principa]
resort of the North Paoific floot (80 oalled) has been the Arctic Ooesn north of Bering Strait, as shown on following pages.
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The details of each voyage to the North Pacific and Arctic Oceans since 1868 are given in the
following lists, eompiled from the Whalemen’s Shipping List:

List of vessols comprising the North Pacific whaling flect of 1863, with the scason’s catch of each vessel.

{
Seoason's catch. # Scason’s cateh.
- e i

Name of vessel. Fishing ground. Name of veqsel. Fishing ground.

‘Whate Bone. ‘Whale Bone
oil. oil .

1

_— 1

i {

NXW BADFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. || ¥¥% BEDFORD—continued. J Darrels. | Pounds.
AGtiVe. oottt ci it Arctic ..oevevenn.. 800 17,000 || SeaBreczo..ooouovoo..oo... Okhotsk .......... ! 1,100 15, 000
AQEDG oo, Okbotsk......... 400 4,500 || SeiBo oo Kadiak...... ... { 30 300
A0 . ovei i Kadiak........... 425 4,000 | Bt. George ... ...oiiiieenann] Arvetic ...l 300 4,000
PN 13 J0) < A P 400 5,000 it Tamerlane -................ Kadiak..... ...... f 430 4,000
Awashopks ... ...l CAFOLIO oee ol 800 [ 13,000 {i Thomas Dickasor ..........{.... do........ ..., f 37 8,508
Benj. Cummings............. Okhotak.......... 260 3,000 || ‘Three Brothers............. Arctio ............ i L1170 21, 000
California.................... Arctio ....v..ena.. 1,000 18,000 | Trident .. ...oo.ioiianian. Kadiak.... ...... 1,050 8, 000

280 2, 060 | Washington ................ Arctio........... 168 2, 600
O30 15,090 | g5 ohips and barks.. ... .o 25,505 | 505, 000
600 | 10,000 |l B —_—
1,100 | 16,000 FAIRHAVEN.
925 15,000 !| General Scott............... Arctio ..... 1, 100 15, 000
800 8,000 KDGARTOWX. B
20000, .........
500 ’ 5, 000 Champpion .oo..vooneiannn. Arctic ........... 500 8, 500
600 | 4'000 1 Earopa ....cooeniiiiil. Okhotsk.......... 325 8, 000
150 ], 000 ; Vineyard ......o...ooiiiaenn Arctic .......... 1, 800 22, 600
600 8,000 3ships.... oo 2,125 34, 000
1,000 { 18,000 KEW LONDON.
1,050 19, 000 .
Hercules A .| Okbotsk 350 3 oup || AcoreBarns ... Arotio ............ 450 4,500
vermia T s ' Monticello «..voevirrennnnn. a0 e 900 { 16,000
aamter I o E S O vt 1. 0| e
e ideieeieiana » 900y i — R
James Allen ................. 1,050 | 18,000 | 3 ships and barke.....J........ ... .. 1, 800 26, 500
JAVR oo 630 8, 000 ! BAN FEANCISCO. ===z ]__
Johu Carver................. 550 ‘ 8,500 f Florid 1 700 a1 000
John Howland ... ..... waee)eeado 1,000 | 37,000 | FIOMIR e ' '
John Wells . oonroenn o ooen, dz i 930 18 goo || Massachusetts ... 1,000 ; 16,000
' 1,300 | 17,000 || 1 ship and 1 bark 2700 41,00
400 7,000 HONOLULU. | ¥
. 1
1 f(’;g ! ];' 332 Comet ......oooiiiiiiiaiain 800! 12,000
1 ] '
17 U FU 1,100 18, 000
MUO e eoeenesisee v een s ARCHG oo ..... |j Julian P
1, 000 11, 000 Kohola ..ol vien el 700 i 15, 000
’160 1 ogp i Wallium Rotoh. ..o 808, 7,000
600! 9,000 4 shkipsaud burks 2,300 ' 52,000
550 | 4,500 j— é
1,150 20, 600
300 | 35000 | Eagle - Kadiak..... ...... 70| 3,000
1,000 lﬂ' 00p | Count Bismarok............ Arctio............ 600 9, 500
’ t] l
470 4,000 | 2harks ... L. i ieeiiieeeee 770 12, 500
1,000 | 20,000 l T
i TAHITI,
90 1,000 |f
Reindeor ......vo....... ees:| Arotio ..oee....... 1,550 | 26,000 | NOTIAD ..ot veneeaennnnan, Kadlakoorone vonns 300 2, 500
RECAPITULATION.
8hi d
Fishing ground. bgf ':’_’ “:)li'i“'“ Bone.
Barrels. | Pounds.
Arctic Ocean ....... e et eere e aaectrieanesiatees e sanaeetoeaarnae aacaeneasaes Crvreneee e, 41 35, 005 575, 200
OKNOLE) SO/ oo oovveerrrnremnrrannnnns errnras et ettt eearann s raas s 8 4,960 50, 500
DL€V T I Ceeecaeetremaninnteaninanaa, 19 7,635 08, 800
g L O D PP 68| 47,600 | 604,600
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List of vessels comprising the North Pacific whaling fleet of 1869, with the season’s catoh of cach vessel.

Season's cateh. Season’s catoh,
Name of vessel. Fighing ground. T T Name of vessel. Fishing ground. [~
Wolhu.le Bope. wot;{flo Bone.
e — # - U S I
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. NEW BEDFORD—ocontinued. Barrels, | Pounds.
ACtiVe ... cieeeiiiiiL... Arotic........ . 800 | 12,000 jj Rainbow................ .. | Aretic 900 13, 000
ARrOTd ool RO U, 1, 500 ' 17,000 | Roman ..o o]l do....... ... 750 11, 500
Awashonks..................0 ... 700 ' 11,000 :| Sea Breeze ...... ..... .... sdo. il 1, 050 12, 000
Benj. Cummings 200 [ 2,300 || Trident....euono ool codo. L 1, 600 18, 000
California ........ 750 | 14, 000 I Wiliam Roteh ... ....... Okbotsk.......... 450 2, 500
sordi |
Concordia ............. o 1,450 ;18,500 36 sbips snd barks ....|...ooooees 53,605 | 462, 900
Corvelius Howland ..... .... 1oe- do .l 1,800 j 18,000
Danicl Webster ............ S 1,000 | 12,000 EDGARTOWN. R
Llizabeth Swift......... .... 900 : 15, 000 N
Emily Morgan .............. 600 2, 000 Buropa ...l Okbotek.......... 500 5,000
Goy Hetd «oeeveoovnnee oo 1,200 18,506 Vineyard ................ Arctic..... ... ... 600 8, 560
Georgo Howland ... ... 1,200 1 15,000 28hEp8- e 1,100 | 13,500
Helon MAT. ..coveeniinnnn.. 650 10, 500 NEW LONDON S A,
Helen Suow .....oocvennn. .. 1,000 ! 16,000
Henry Taber ... 800 17,000 || Acors Barns ... Arotic ............ 800 11,000
Hercules «onvnnoennnnnn. .. 500 | 5 000 || ¥ D. Thompson ............|. R (S 900 | 12, 660
Hibornia 800 ' 13, 500 Monticello....o.....o.ooo L [ S 120 | ..........
James Allen .ooneenn.. ... 050 13,500 || Nil6 oo 1 Okhotsk .......... 350 | 4, 000
JABUB.eem- e 575 3, 000 4 ships and barks...... l ................... 1,970 | 27, 600
John CATVer..aeeeeonenn. ... 800 | 14, 000 AN TRANCISCO. | =
John Howland. ............. - 1,700 21, 000 j
Josophlo® «.cen.nnn... . 1,100 37,000 {f Florida. ... ] Arotio............ 1, 600 21, 000
Lagods cccueninnnennnnn. e 650 | 11,600 HOXOLULU. |
MATengo. oereenemenn i nnn, S do e 1,000 13, 500 '
Massachusetts. o....... .. | do..oorooern, 1,000} 16,000 || Weilbelmlst...... ........ 1,800 1 15,000
NOTEED ++eee wvaaesnns oo |oee @0, 1,000 1 17,000 [ HOWOL ot B0 15,000
OO oo vt 80 s00 | 7, 500 , I:n;:lc.... ........................ 1, 600 25, 000
Oliver Crocker.......... .... Y I 980 14, 000 || Count Bismarok ..., 1,200 1?' 000
Onward. e oo 0 1,000 | 15,000 J‘ulian e I 1, 500 15, 000
OrI0). e e e cveaeaaarvannn 1,250 | 14,500 Comet ... ‘“-'d" ------------ G R
Progress..ocee.vaees ccuenn.. 1,100 | 13,000 |; 6 shipsand barks......0.......o. ..., G, 475 885, 000
| | i
RECAPITULATION.
T o !
Shi d | Whale i
Tishing ground. b"{;f‘k:f’ oil,: © ! Bone.
Barrels. | Pounds.
Arctic Ocean........... hemeeeeaernectaaaas eeneiemaas v cenan 42| 41,575 580, 200
Okhotsk Ses ...... N vesesranns veeeameaes [P PP [} 2,575 21, 800
B3 N N e 1 600 2, 000
Total..ooueieeenennnnn P, c—aeen eeerecatennicannen eertesieeeeetenataeaas 40| 44,760 | 610,000
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List of vcesels comprising the North Pacific whaling fleet of 1870, with the season’s catch of each vessel.

1 H Ty - -
Seuson's catch. ‘ Season’s catch.
Name of veasel. Fishing gronnd. |~ — 77 I Nawmo of vessel. Fishing ground. |7~ "7~
: Whale [ Whale
oil. | Bowe ofl. | Bone
NEW BEDFORD. ' Barrels. ') Pounds. EDGABTOWR. Barrels. | Pounds.
Active ..ol iiiiiiiiiinat Arvctic ..ooen.oa..n 1,050 18,000 || Champion ....... .......... 050 12, 000
Alaska. . coovtvaarnnacnnnninn, sdo il 740 1 10,000 | Europa ......cooviiuianinnn. ' 850 11, 000
AUTOTA ....ooticneaiinianan. codo.ialll. 1,300 | 15,000 | Mary ..........ooooiiiaaiaae]. 750 10, 0600
Benjamin Cummings ........[.... do .. ......... 1, 080 . 15,000 || Vineyard ...........covuunes 1,400 20, 000
California ....ocveeeeeeeeeeaiifons do..ooenn ... 1,400 © 15,000
Concordis «.oeevcvecenaneeeaifonns [i (P 1,600 | 16,000 4 ghipsand barks......|.....ccocceeeiaanenn 3,056 53, 000
Cornelius Howland ..........|... do. ..o 1,650 | 18,000 | :
Danpiel Wobster......c....i..f.... 1,200 | 18, 000 NEW LONDON
Elizabeth Swift. .. 1,150 ¢ 15,600 {
Emily Morgan ..cooeeennea.|onn. 750 | 8,000 || Acors {hme """""""" 700 8,000
D ST J 400,000 || 7- P Thompson . 1,600 | 15,000
Fanny . ... 1,200 20, 00U Monticollo oe.eneeiein.inaan. 200 2, 000
George ..... 400 5, 000
Honry Taber . 1,100 19, 650 3 ships avd bm'kﬂi ------------------------- 2,400 25, 000
Hercules. cocoeeeceeicicenaf - 1, 600 20, 000
Helen Snow. 1, 000 16, 000 BAN FRANCISCO.
Jangs -...ooooc 350 4300 ) miorda . ATetlo ..on.oeee.. 1,900 | 80,000
Jon Bowland 1,600 | 21,000 | yoguachusetts . ....do. 1,050 7, 000
Jobn Wells ....coonnrennnnnifen 1,100 | 17,000 ! wrenghikoff ........ ....... ..do. 800 | 15,000
€
';loselzlhme ------------------ o ~g° ------------- “ ;x 30, 000 VACtOIA oo _.do 190 10, 000
8gOADd ..oeeeieiiieiinn il 0 eieeniiiiann. 10, Co0 _ -
;‘?{;en@ : ":" ’»g;‘; :Z °°g ! ¢ whipsand barke.....l.......oo 3,040 | 62,000
a8 ...... o 1, , 000 || — ——
Minerva R (T P 925 | 12,000 ;!
NBVY ceveeenmmrnennennianansfenns do..oiieaen..t 7c0 | 10,000 'HONOLULU.
gl"’}"m““ """"""""""""""" g" ------------ 8801 1000 frotio. i Aretlo............ 850 | 15,000
10 eeeeiiiiin s e {1 S 1, 000 15, 000 | Comet.ovooeeiiee i, O 400 7,000
2o 070 12,000 i| Count Bismarek .. ....... do ool 1, 600 18, 000
"3" """""""" "Gfo {000k oo Qoo 1,000 10,000
— SO 1,850 | 19,000 1 Jultan oo 40 oo, 1,600 | 18,000
ls TOOZO. .. onrarensaannns cdo 1,350 i 16,000 1 Boholn. .. veeienernaennnnn. @0 i . 650 | 10,000
ODOCR - ovomomeeeien e do 1,200 | 18,000 S OnWArd. ... cdo .l ! 500 9, 0600
Thomas Dickason. ........... Lo 050 | 14,000 ! Parea do 800
Tridonb....oooooeiniieenienslonn 4o eeiiinn 1,800 1 20,000 | gipneim Jat ... ..o et ee @0 aiieeeeeennns 880 | 10,000
William Rotoh............... Lo.do...o...... 1,000 © 13,000 | . —
85 ships and barks ............... ... 38,015 519,650 ) 0 shipsAnd barks......|oooeeeieeeeenn 8,080 | 97,000
RECAPITULATION.
Ship and | Whale
Fishing gronnd. barks. oil. Bono..
Barrels. | Pounds.
ATCHC OCERN. ... iiieeinieteeesaaceoonretaciceccsessatonsocsssseresnaseacssnnsasssosss sorossassonssnnennns 53 66, 685 749, 550
OEDOtEK SB8 «.vuvtieieeiiiiieiaen cetecnraaeeeeareeraaaaas samnes smmncasacanennnnas [ [ 1 200 2,000
BT T2 1 L Ut 1 400 5,000
L R 56| 57,285 | 756,650

In the season of 1871 the North Pacitic fleet consisted of thirty-five American und four foreign
vessels, all but seven of which were abandoned in the ice off Wainwright’s Inlet, north of Bering
Strait. The names of the saved vessels were the Europa, Arctie, Progress, Lagoda, Daniel Web-
ster, Midas, and Chance. Four of the lost vessels belonged -at Honolulu. The following are the
names of the abandoned vessels and the ports to which they belonged :
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NEw BEDFORD.—DBarks : Awashonks, Concordia, Contest, Elizibeth, Emily Morgan, Eugenia,
Fanny, Gay Head, George, Henry Taber,-John Wells, Massachusetts, Minerva, Navy, Oliver
Crocker, Seneca, William Rotch. Ships : George Howland, Reindeer, Rorian, Thomas Dickason.

NEw LONDON.—Bark : J. D. Thompson.

Ship : Mouticello.

SAN FRANOCIS00.—Barks : Carlotta, Florida, Victoria.
EDGARTOWN.—S8hips : Champion, Mary. )
HoNoLULU.—Paira Kohola, Comet, Victoria 2d, Julian.

The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1872,

1]
Name of vessel. Whaleoll.] Bone. : Name of vessel. Whalooil.| Bone.
[ -
NEW BEDFORD. ) Barrels. Pounds. l NEW MEDFORD--continued. Barrels. Pounds.
776 13,000 ! Progrees.........ccc..ciii ceiiinnnniol. 900 7, 000
*150 3,000 i} RadnbOW. . .oiiniiiniviiiiiin conirenneniens 70 1, 200
500 9,000 | Sea Breeze...... feteeecccecctemsencacacrecnns 450 5, 000
600 8,000 | Tarerlane......c.cocomuunecnicimeniiracncnnns 880 4, 000
1,000 12,000 | Trident .ooeeeeeeemeennreeeeraareennn. e 1,800 20,000
BOIOPR - e eevecenteetaaatee e aaanecaeaanaeens 800 11,000 | Triom ..eoeiiiiiiaiaieeneeneaeaaannnane 276 8, 000
Heolen Mar.......ccovvirieceneinnnernnnnnn 1, 650 10, 600 i OO DT 18, 080 248, 200
Helen Snow .....oeveiiiniieriieniananennn. 40 400
TIHDOIB. « - e veteee e e eeeomeeeeme e aeein s 1, 000 19,000 | NEW LONDON
James Allen . ccceoeenier cunneen ceaeeeraans 1, 100 16,000 {| ACOYS BATUS -ceveenneieenernnraraeracnannnns 750 10, 000
Jireh Perry.. 1,650 16,000 HONOLUL.
Josephine...... 1,200 16,000 :
Josoph Maxwell 100 1,600 8 ] 1, 000 12, 000
500 5, 000 R W. W00 eiianiiiiiiiioienamnecnennn. 550 12, 000
1,000 12, 000 VT 1, 550 24, 000
550 10, 000 SYDNEY. -
1, 450 18, 600
1,000 13, 500 CHRDOB . ...ceveiiiaitieieenronnntescneaenen. 200 8, 000
360 5,000 B N 150 2, 400
800 10, 000 TOtE] .. ¢ eevenncactiaemaecamreesnaaeans 850 5, 400

The North Pacific whaling jleet of 1873.

Name of veasol. ‘Whale oil.| Boune. Namo of vessel. l Whale oll. | Bone.
NEW HEDFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. | NEW BEDFORU—continued. Barvels. | Pounda.
ACUVO. - v e ottt 526 4,000 | Progross........o.oooieeeeiie i aenns 1,075 19, 000
P8 1. PR 650 8,000 | Sea Breeze 400 3,000
78 3 111 U1 R 560 6,000 || St. George 800 12, 000
Bartholomew Goanold .... .. 800 ). ... ........ Trton ..ol 100 )...0vea.el.
Camilla . .viiceinennininnetrearareniacnenannnn 550 7, 000 TOURL e e 18, 695 210,100
BOropa coee e 800 8, 000
Holen Mar... ..c.ocoiiviacecciecnieinrannnn. 550 8, 500 NRW LONDON.
INMDoi8 ..vevee cavinnn, .- 800 11, 600 ACOIE BRIDS «o v oo 380 4,000
James Allen.............., ot 1, 000 9, 000 =
JBYB . oo iiicacanarccascsoatonn canainnnnans 180 8, 500 8AN PRANCISCO.
Java2d....oiiiiiiiiiiii e 150 B 000 | BN . s e e © 590 200
TIreh POITY .ooeneeuninrienneensns 1,160 19,000 1} 41 6101 SNOW. +veeeeeeeneeecnnerneeeeanannes 1,000 15, 000
Josephine.......co........ 1,150 14, 000
......... 14, 000 Potal oviieinieeePariireceieeeneaciaas 1,820 {59_0_0
................. 18, 500 ' T
.................... 11,000 ~
5,000 R. W. Wood 600 1, 000
6,600 h Arctio........ 880 4,800
8, 000 TOtRl covtieiiiiiiciieiianaeaianaanan 980 5,800
7,000
4, 500 BYDNRY.
............ AdVORLUTOL. . ... ivieireiienrancassasnsannefooncanerraseloniiiiaiiaas
7,000 )| FUraWay........coviiemmccorccanncumcnmmesoms]ocnrnerieocavencnanana.
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The North Pacific whaling flect of 1874,

HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

Name of vessel. Whale oil. Bone. . Name of vessel. Whale oil. 1 Bone.
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. Pounds. NEW LONDON. Barrels. Pounds.
125 1,500 || Acors BArns .....cocveernimnanrvnecnennrasnan. 260 8, 200
330 4, 500 —_—
140 1,500 | " BAN FRANCISCO. ‘
1,050 10,000 ! {
750 5. 200 || Florence 200 2,300
1,530 18, 300 | B 171 1 260 | 3, 000
1,350 19,300 |i |
1,375 13,000 | 2 DU 400‘ 5,300
1,100 12,000 | |
1,550 16,000 | HONOLULU.
Josephine 1,400 18, 000 : X
Joseph Maxwell....ne.oceueernns . 950 10, 200 i Arctic ...l 050 10, 000
Mount Wollaston 900 12,000 |, OPward.... . 600 5000
MATODEO - - nvennmnnnnnennnn 800 7,200 'l' |
N 5
Northern Light 1,100 | 12,800 | T R 1,550 15,000
Onward............ e ceeeeraans 1,800 : 20, 600 ‘ = =
Progress. ......cveiitiiicaeeatieeaeaa 1,100 14, 000 i SYDNEY.
Sea Broeze.................. DRAARRR AR (_;0 800 | 4 AVenturer. ..... vvneeneeriaenrereneeannns. 650 ° 5,000
St. GOOTRe -veuenieiieiiici i iieeae 1,350 0300 1| Baraway .. . oee e eeeeeeeee e e eme e enaann 330 5,000
5 171 R 909 9, 000 :
TOAl . e eoeeeeereeee e eeene e aanens 19,660 213,600 | TOAL «oe oo 980 | 10, 000
The North Pacifio whaling fleet of 1875.
Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil. Bone. | Namo of vesael. ‘Whale oil. Bone,
, i _ e . -
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. | NEW BEDFORD—continned. Barrels. | Pounds.
AcCOTE BAITIS «oeennmennrvannemanans eeennnn 1,550 | 13,450 & St GOOIED cevvvnervvnniies cereniaieiaanns 1,750 14, 280
Camilla .ocoenriennnn.. et 1,880 0 24,200 % THton ..o e e : 1,300 14, 000
1 Hi
C.Howland.....covvuinmirniiiciiionncncnnnn. 1,100 : 10, 100 POARY o I 20, 480 220, 460
1,650 17,000 R A A
1,500 | 12, 200 8AN FRANCISCO. !
2,100 26,500 | FIOTeDCO .coeet vree ceiereiiiinreeeenannas 1,200 10, 000
1,650 : 15, 000 HONOLULU. |
1,650 | 16,430 ‘
800 6, 000 AXCHIO ceceiei i iiaaiaaant ceranroan 1,100 15, 000
450 4,800 ODWAIA . ....iviiiearcieicaccacaacsacorannns 760 7,800
750 10, 000 FRI&WAY. .cciveiirieens vacsaceasrcosmancane. 600 6, 000
1,650 18 000 Desmond ...c.viiivuiiieiiiiaiiiiicaeanea., 1, 000 8, 000
1 " ‘ .
1, 000 18, 600 1‘ Total coeniaiianeeaae e 3,450 36, 800
The North Pacifio whaling fleet of 1876.
Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil Bone. I Name of veasel. ' ‘Whale ofl. Bone.
‘ S 1 -
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels Pounds i NEW BEDFORD—continned. Barrels. | Pounds.
Acors BATIIBY «ooooe ittt ecneaaiian creeeemee et T RAIDOW . i v e 650 10, 000
Camilla* ... ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiininn. R PO St. GOOTEeY ... o ieieieiiiiaieamcerronaee|deniiieiiean L
Cornelius Howland® ......coceecvacnennn. PO PO PR Three Brothers .......ccceceeeeeeaccecsccases 1,700 14, 900
L Total ....... e e, 4,550 33, 400
James Allen* ........_.......... Y
JRVB. .emennnnniiiies L T EETETT T oS 8AN FUANCISCO.
Java 2d* ... eiiiiiiiianLl, R PPN PO .
B £ 0 PP  (RRP [T Clara Bell*. .oocconenrenrensmmmneinnneeeaninansieefceees 100
Mount Wollaston ...... e eeiaeeaan. 250 3,000 || FIOTOOOO .ooeimmmrrertrrnnnnineiecnneeees 700 4
Northern Light. ..ceeoeevencnenneaa.oo, 1, 400 4,100 oNo
Norman «-vevvenvinunens sesasscsneanactansnns 500 |.....oo.... HONOLULU.
Onwarde....... veeeacaan e N ATObIOY caceennnnniiieiiiiiii. teerevenes
Osmanlf ... ...oocoimiiiiinnn cucanaccnceanans 150 1,800 || Desmond® «.ceeenuneenniiii... cersevensanns

* Lost.



THE WHALE FISHERY.

The North Pacific whaling flect of 1877.

91

Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil. Bone. Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil. | Bone.
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels Pounds. NEW BEDFORD--continued. Barrels. Pounds.
12,000 |} ROMAN cevuvriiinr virvnvranrerrmssnnseosnnes 700 4, 0600
1,600 || Sea Breczo......ooceiiiiienriionaeieianniann. 1, 500 6, 500
20,500 || ThomasPOPe ......cvueennrimieieaaeananen. 700 3,000
............ Three Brothers *500 *500
800 |i .
........... : : BAN FRANOISCO.
12, 000 D8 1 600 3,000
*\'omm‘ Vemecsiccaciecteetcotantaonecectanans 1,700 16, 000 [ T T T PO 1, 200 4, 000
Northern Light......covivevimeeriianaiaaaas. 1,600 16,000
Osmanli....ocooooiieiiiaairiiiiiiiiiiananas, 150 2,000 |- HONOLULU.
1,350 15,000 ||
1,300 12,000 |! William H, AL6D.ccuceriaierececacenacansnnns 300 8, 000
2,300 25, 000 | T S 17, 830 i 156, 800
* Loat; catch of whalobone saved.
The North Paoific whaling fleet of 1878.
Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil. ; Bone. | Nume of vessel. ‘Whale oil. Bone.
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. . NEW BEDFORD—oontinued. Barrels. | Pounds.
Abram Barker.......ceeeeeeanecnns eeeenes 300 5,000 | PROIC. eeenrennneiaeensseeranenaeaanaannns 670 5, 500
(6703 N RN 850 12, 000 ! Progress. .....ccoven ieieeeineiiennanns e 600 8, 000
ElHZA ceceeieieicienieiinsnsenscasnnsannnns 950 5,000 '| Ralnbow. .. ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaieiiea 1,370 . 2], 400
Helen Mar. .. ......cccceiiiiiiiininnnnnnenn, 680 7,600 .| Son Breezo....cc.ccciiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiania e 1,200 10, 000
Hunter.....oceee.. 680 3,500 ) Thomas POPO....cueueeeeeeeamnnninnnnonnnns 870 6, 000
i
John Howland ..... 860 8,000 : SAN FRANCISCO
Merceury.......... 950 6,500 i
Mount Wollaston. 100 700 | Yloregeo® ... Srerireesrsesceseatees 500 4,000
NOITAM « oo eennns 850 6, 000 . 2R 800 5, 000
Northern Light......ccceeenueannn R 850 3,600 Total coeuveeenennnnnnn. vevann [ 18, 080 114, 200
i
® Lost—300 barrels oil and 8,000 pounds bone saved.
The North Pacifio whaling fleet of 1879,
Name of vessel. Whale oil. | Bone. Nume of vessel. ‘Whale oil. Bone.
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. Pounds. NEW BEDFORD—continued. Barrels. | Pounds.
Abram Barker. ......ccoeeniceeeccecaaccaean- 1,175 15,000 |} Rainbow.. ... ..ot 1, 150 17, 000
(6713 -1 R R 1,200 15,000 | S6R Breeze. ... cocveniiiciiieaiiiieaiacniaan. 1, 260 13, 000
EHZB .o vvveeeeeeacaeeceeaernenanraaaacannnes 950 8,500 ;| Thomas POPe.....c.cceeecveeeniecnnennnnnnns 1, 000 . 16, 000
Flootwing ..ocoroeeicocnneiiiianaanas PR 600 4,500 || Vigilantt......... Thare et aemnete i e aaas 400 6, 000
P 5 1) 171 0. % £:3 N 1,100 15, 000
Hunter......... 1,280 12, 000 RDGARTOWN.
John Howland 1,150 15,000 || Tropie Bird....coeeveioiiiuiiiiiiiiciiannas 450 4, 000
MOroury™® .....coevceecnncennes 075 9, 000 BAN FRANCISCO.
Mount Wollaslon*....cevermeeenceacaevenen. 300 4, 500 :
Norman 1. 250 18, 000 | Francis Palmer....ccoeveiienieennnnnnns ceven 500 3, 500
................ eencsswssanas vem . ’ "
Northern LAght. ..eeesverermneneenceceenns 1,160 8,600 [j DBWIoovniiintnnin e sesesnnees 850 4,000
"PAcIO. ceraenrenrneannns ceesevesienracasrane 1,050 8, 000 HIARIZO. oo i
Progress........... [, eeareaaeeeas R 900 10, 000 TOAl . e eeeevncanromeacaeaneenne: 18, 800 200, 500

* Lost.

t Last seen In the Arotic Ocoan Ootober 10, 1878,
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HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

The North Padific whuling flest of 1880,

Number Barrels Pounds Barrels |Pounds wal-
Name of vessel. of whalcs.| whale oil. | whalebone. | sperm oil. rusivory,
< N
NEW BRDFORD,
4 1,300 20,000 Joeeiiiiiiice] v cecaaae
17 1,700 23,000 .............. 150
16 1,600 23, 000 56 1, 800
12 1, 250 19, 000 180 1,100
16 1,450 25,000 {.............. 100
19 1, 800 80,000 .............. 600
5 500 7,500 40 | .o
27 2, 250 45, 000 800 | ....oo.ooL...
103 1, 650 17, 000 ceees 2, 500
113 1,700 17, 000 80 2, 500
174 1,900 28,000 [...oeoun..... 800
243 2,160 38, 000 80 150
17 1,650 25, 500 90 1,200
10 1,100 15, 000 40 900
9 200 12, 000 180 600
B . < sochooner. . 12 550 28,000 {eeaceniennanai) iiiiiiiaiann.
DAWD ceuennennn ....bark.. 13 1,400 17,000 {ceeeennen..n. 1,800
Franois Palmer... .do... 63 1,150 12,000 |.............. 1,150
HAARIEZO «eneeeemeeee eeeeeceeaceneaeamenanannceans smneneenenaanns brig.. 8 800 12,000 f.eeeiooo..... 600
TOLal €08 the fleet .- . cnmveneemnsensoannacnnoansnnseorennennenanennn | 2653 *26, 700 409, 000 1,046 16, 460
*Inocludes 4,000 barrels walrus ofl.
The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1881,
Name of vessel. Whale oil. Bone. Name of vessel. ‘Whale oil. Bone.
NEW BEDPOBD, Barrels. | Pounds. NEW BEDFORD—continued. Barrels. | Pounds.
Abram Barker........ccceveeer cinienrinnea. 1, 200 I 14,000 || PaOtflG.cene.ieiitiiiiin i iaraeieerannenananan 1,200 20,090
PN AT 1 - O SN 700 12,000 {| Progress. .. ........ccceeiuecaenearnencnecnan 1, 600 25, 000
Belvedere............coeviineeieciconecnannnn 1, 800 82,000 || RainbowW....viiiiiiins viiiiiinnn e 1,850 | 80, 000
L0273 - L 1, 450 24,000 || Thomas POPe....c.covvneeieeniiicenannnannnns 1,250 24, 000
Daniel Webster* .. ... . oo Sappho ..o iiietrieee eeen 350 7. 000
12 200 3,000 BAN FRANCISCO.

Buropat ceeeveiiiiiiii e e 1, 050 12, 600 20 .
FLBOUWINR «ceeeeeee oo 1,400 24, 000 Dawn ..o 1,200 17, 000
Holon MBT..ccueeenereeeeeeeaeranan, 1,000 | 3o, 000 || Franofs Palmer.........ooooiiiiieiinnn.n, 450 8, 000
DT 1,200 18,000 2 G Y 500 5,000
Fohn Howland.....ooooorvrvemrieenmenrennnn. 1,400 | 24,000 || BO8 Bre6se..c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1,400 o
JoBephATe} ... ... it eieiienaeiaaanns, 1,200 11,000 || Troplo Birdbeeeevmeennniiiiiiiiinnens 740 000
Northern Light........oeevsnereerenvnennses 1, 000 18, 000 TOM «eoeen ittt 24, 740 887, 000
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The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1882,

Name of vessel. Whale oil. Bone. Namo of vessel. Whale oil. Bone.
- e — I| —
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels. | Pounds. " xew fkpForD—continued. Barrels Pounds
Abram Barker. ... .o iiiaiiaan, 850 13, 500 B [0) 131031 P ) 600 8, 000
- 1) L U S 300 3.000 | Rainbow. cooieirnirinnninnivmereneneeneianns 1,000 16, 0CO
Atlantio coovenioi ... beemnecennnanaen G50 11,000 | Reindeer® ....cooveeeiinriceiimaanaoraanannn. 350 |- 3,200
Belvedere, 8tOAmer. ......o.ovuennvmeeenscn. 750 9,000 | Sappho] ..oieveiiins ciieeenieeieeeen e
Eliza «.c....... 350 6,000 Stamboul . ...oeeiin it iaaaaaaas 300 4, 000
Europa® coeeiiiiitieanne. 930 11,000 l[ Young Pheenix ...oveninais eeserrarenssenean 226 3,800
FlOOUWIlE ... oot ieicieiiciiveeaaeaenns 1,250 19, 000 | '
Gazello ..c.oi i 200 2,000 ' EDGARTOWN.
(reorge and Susun ...o.v.niiineieinnee 800 000 1 g3 nding BilloW. oo eeeereernnaneaereacienns 800 10,000
1 3101 €3 S 800 11, 000 3 :
HUBLOF «eeevvivrans vernnn e creenaneneenees 1,400 25, 500 SAN FRANCISCO.
Jacob A. Howland.............ooeiaannnen 600 9,000 ]
John HOWIANW - - v oo oo 1,750 20, 500 I, }fowhond, ateamer .........oiiiiiiieiianL, 1, 650 26, 000
TOBOPLIDO. - . e eeeeeeeean e memeanaees 200 5,000 || COTBY - 1,000 14, 000
Lowsa ... ... . L 400 6.000 | DOTR . covr et 900 14, 0600
MEABEL oo oo 700 | 10,500 | Fl:nncls Palmer ccoovviieioacaiinanennianeanat 350 5, 000
Margand Susn ........ooiiiiiiiiia. 1, 050 ¢ 20, 500 ’ Hidalgo. .. .. ;1 """""""""""""""" ! 700 8,000
Northern Light. ... %00 11,500 | Sen Breeo and tender ....................L. 1, 308 34, 500
North St.nr' steamert . | Total coae e cii it eeenaa, 22,975 380, 500
*Japan Sea. t Loat July 8. { Loat May 6.
The North Pacifte whaling fleet of 1883.
Name of vessel. Whale oil. i Bone. Nnme of vessel. ° I ‘Whale oil. Bone.
- . . - |-
KEW BRDFORD. Barrels. Pounds. KEW BRDFORD~continued. ! Barrels. Pounds
Abram Barker. .. .ocooe. vt viveeinininnns 600 6,700 || Roindeer= ........ocoeuiieeniimieuneannnens ' 400 8, 500
- 7o) 11 S A 100 .....ieeeees Stamboul ...l vemeereecnas [T 3
AADHO o 125 | 1,800 || Young Phaonix.c...ouenneniiiinsacanaannns 300 8,800
Belvedere, steamer. . [ voens 500 ' 8, 000
P OTER 1) o3-S Y 650 6, 500 BAN FRANCIBCO.
FLEOtWING vevmvnenereaniiiieecreeeenenanns 276 ! 8,900 || A rmethyBt. - oeeeerernn eeeeeeee e 100 1, 500
Gazelle cooiii e reeane 140 5, 000 Balmnas, steamor ......... U 100 4,000
George and SUBAD .......it vacnneieaanan. 250 | 1,400 || Bowhead, 6teRMOT . «ene e eenennn... 950 15, 000
Helen Mar. ... i 90 . 1,400 || Bounding BilloW. ... .eevnrneieanneannnnn.. 240 3,300
HUunter «ooeeeoaeniiveeeiiaiiiiererannnnns 125 ! 1,200 | COTBY - nnrmmnrrieeeeeenannnnnns venn . 880 8,000
Jacob A, Howland. ..........cooivriiinanans 850 4,400 | CYRDOG «oonmeneemiee veaeeiaeenacaanianeace]aosaanaeaa il
John Howlandt ... ..cco.viniiicaaainnaa.. 250 i 2,000 | DAWN.ereeneieeaneancnoaannn [ 100 1,400
Josephine..c.coo.iiiiininn. tercteesincans . 330 | 5,500 || BIHZA cvveneueeece conionaconcnnennns eerneean 375 8, 000
. . = "
Lomisad..oooiiiii it 800 5,000 || Francie PAlMOr « oo .ooenennnenenoann P FUUUSTN PO
Lucretia, steamor 125 1,600 {| THARYEO. oo ven e e e I IO
Mabel ... SRR LR LT LT R T ELTRLPE . 240 4,500 || Narwhal, ateamer-.......... eeenreeeeanaaas 430 8, 000
Mary and Helen, steamer (new). . . 380 X 1, 300 20, 500
il 1]
Mary and SUBAR. ....iiicineiiiinnann.. verens 200 150 1, 800
Northern Light ® 325 125 1, 900
ORO2d v e eeeeeeeeeeeaeeanans 350 '
Ralobow.....cccvveennnn.nn tavessseevivenssens 460 10'155 159"00

* Japan Sea. t Lost July 17. $ Lost Soptember 22. § Lost Angust —.
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The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1884.

Name of vessel. i ‘Whale oil. Bone. l Name of vessel. Whale ofl. Bone,
NEW BEDFORD. Barrels.s | Pounds. l 8AN FRANCISCO. Barrels. Pounds.
Abram Barker.coe.e e ceeaieiaeecaacaianan. 400 . 7,000 [{ Amethyst...c.ovninniiomineniaiiias caanL. 200 2, 000
Arnolds . .oeeineainainnns e vaeearectaee e 300 5,000 || Balena, steamer . .....cocveieiiiiinanenannn. 1,700 29, 000
Atlantic ..oaeee it 70 1,000 || Bowhead,steamert........ocoooooiiil oLl , 400 10, 000
Belvedere, 8teamMer. . ... .ccvviirenenrvenianenn. 260 3,000 {| Bounding Billow......c.vviiiiieninniann... . 280 5, 000
Fleot Wil .ovvureemiemmaaieiioeceian e, 900 14,000 || Coral ceennnnnoriiiiii it 275 8, 600
[0 7173 ) - YRy N D8 7 1 P PR ceeecaecaan
George and Susan ......o.ceeiiiiiiill. 370 5,500 || Eliza........ e eeeeeereeieiiee e 130 2,000
Helen Mar. .oooee oo iiiiiiiiiieemeeieeea e ol Enma F. Herrimant oo, 1,075 11, 600
Jacob A, Howland.....cooviniiininniaan.... 850 12,500 | Francis Palmer..........c.ceuvienneannnn... 100 2, 000
Josephine. ... ..oooiiiiiiii i 1, 000 18,000 (| Hidalgo..ooeeniviiieeeiaie e et 100 2,000
Lucretia, SLEAMOT «counr neeen caeeecarnnnnn. 380 6,700 || Hunter «.oovrvrieie i eaaans 275 3, 000
Mabel. ..o inen e icaetiaereevaaaacreaaaas 100 1,700 || Mary and 1Tolen, Stdamer .......ccoevueenan.. 1, 000 17, 000
DY G} - SRR 240 4,500 |{ Narwhal, steamer .......oceimemnnnimne nn. 1,250 20, 600
Maryand Susan ... ...cooeeiiniiiiiiaaiiiial, 200 3,500 :| NortbernLight..........ccociiiiiiainniaa... 700 12, 500
OCEAD. . eieeeceevacaraaaancasocncssosnnsinenss 270 4,500 || Orea, ARLEAIMEr ..o oieiiiiiiiianaraareannnannn 2, 100 31, 000
[0) 31137 R RN 650 11,500 || Sea Breezo...o.ooveieeicetiiacioaneieeannan 325 5, 500
Rainbow . . ..ot 750 12,000 || Stambonl .. ... il » 300 8, 800
Reindeer™” ......ooiiimine e iiaiiieeanian. £00 - 5,000 || Thrasher,steamer .cccoucerrenneneennnennns. 1, 700 25, 000
Young Pheenix ... ol 950 12,000 || Wanderer.....covemniiimiicrieennnnennnnens H 260 3, 800
EDGARTOWN )
Napoleon ....oouemvrnianniiaanninaa oo, 90 1,700 Total e 20, 450 318, 700
*Okhotsk and Japan Seas. . t Lost.

DAVIS STRAIT™ AND HUDSON BAY FISHERY.

ORIGIN OF THE FISHERY.—The whale-fishery had been extensivelyprosecuted by the Dutch
at Spitzbergen and on the east coast of Greenland for more than a hundred years before it was
found necessary to seek other fields. The Dutch were the first to push into new waters and cap-
ture the animals on the west coast of Greenland in Davis Strait. They inaugurated the fishery
there in the year 1719, and were soon followed by other European nations. Probably the first
American vessel to visit Davis Strait sailed from New England, under Captain Atkins, in 1732.
He cruised as far as 66° north. In 1736 several whaling vessels returned to New England from
those parts, and in 1737 the Davis Strait fleet from Massachusetts alone numbered between fifty
and sixty vessels, 2 dozen of which were fitted at Provincetown.

Douglass, in his History of North America, published in 1760, says ¢ some New England
men a few years since attempted whaling in the entrance of Davis Strait, but to no advantage;
they generally arrived there too late, in keeping too near the Labrador shore (they kept within 50
leagues of the shore, they should have kept 150 leagues to sea); they were embayed and impeded
by the fields of ice. Last year [1745] Nantucket brought about 10,000 barrels of whale oil to mar-
ket, this year they do not follow it so much, because of the low price of oil in Europe, notwith-
standing this year they fit out six or seven vessels for Davis Strait,and sail end of March; they
sometimes make Cape Farewell in fifteen days, someotimes in not less than six weeks. The
whaling season in both Greenlands is in May and June; the Dutch set out for Davis Strait
beginning of March; sometimes they are a month in bearing to weather Cape Farewell; they
do not arrive in the fishing-grounds until May. Anno 1743, perhaps a medium year, the Dutch
had in Davis Strait fifty whaling ships (at Spitzbergen or East Greenland they had one hun-
dred and thirty-seven whalers) and got seventy-six and a half whales.”

The American whale-fishery was very prosperous just before the Revolutionary war, when the
annual northern fleet fitted out from Massachusetts numbered one hundred and eighty-three
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vesgels, measuring 13,820 tons. Many of these cruised in Davis Strait, while the remainder pur-
sued the fishery in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, about the Straits of Belle Isle.and in other northern
waters. After the war the business was greatly reduced in extent, and the northern fleet num-
bered ouly ninety-one vessels, very few of which went as far north as Davis Strait. There was at
this time, however, a great increase in the northern fisheries from British and French ports, many
of these foreign vessels being commanded and in some cases manned by American whalemen who
had settled in England, where they might take advantage of the bounty system.

The war of 1812 to 1815 between the United States and England had a very depressing influ.
ence ou the American whale-fishery; after the war it revived, but the northern cruising grounds
were abandoned for the more profitable southern fields that were less exposed to danger and
vielded an abundance of sperm and whale oil.

REVIVAL OF THE FISHERY IN 1846.—It was not until the year 1846 that Davis Strait was
again visited by our whalemen. In that year the ship McLennan, under Captain Slate, sailed from
New London on the 8th of April, and returned September 17 with about 140 barrels of oil. Part
of the officers and crews of the vessel were Englishmen experienced in the fishery in those waters.
Although the first voyage was not as successful as could be desired, yot the McLennan was again
fitted in the spring of 1847, and sailed March 5, retwrning October 5 with 1,111 barrels of oil and
15,000 pounds of boue, besides 845 seal-skins obtained off the Newfoundland coast at the beginning
of the season. In 1849, 1850, and 1851 other voyages were made, and in 1852 the vessel was lost in
the Davis Strait, while on her sixth voyage to those waters. The product of her several voyages
was about 3,600 barrels of whale oil and 51,000 pounds bone, besides a few thousand seal-skins
and some barrels of seal oil.

Capt. 8. O. Buddington, who sailed ou the McClennan on her voyages in 1850 and 1851, gives
the following account of those and subsequent voyages in which he participated: “On the Tth of
March, 1850, I sailed on the McClennan from New London bound for Davis Strait. We were
fitted for sealing as well as whaling. When we arrived on the coast of Newfoundland we saw
seals on the ice some 40 miles from Jand. In cruising along tho coast as far as the Straits of Belle
Isle, we captured about seven hundred seals, saving the sking and blubber. About the middle of
May we quitted sealing and went whaling off Discoe, Greenland, and in Baflin’s Bay. We got
five whales that season, and arrived home October 22. The next year I sailed again in the sume
vessel, leaving New London February 8. While sealing during the spring along Newfoundland
and south of Davis Strait we got about eleven hundred seals and two whales. We did not

"go as far north as Discoe this year, but whaled in Cumberland Inlet, where we got a few whales,

and at the close of the season the vessel left for home, arriving at New London, October 28, with
258 barrels of oil, 4,900 pounds of bone, 1,100 seal-skins, and some seal oil. The entire crew of
the McClennan did not return howe in her, but myself with a gang of twelve men were left to
spend the winter in the inlet, for the purpose of trading with the natives and capturing what
whales and seals we could. 'We built the frame of a hut from spare stuff left by the vessel, and
covered it with seal-skins., Here we spent the cold winter, occasionally securing a seal and pur-
chasing articles of the natives in exchange for knives, powder, &c. We were the first whalemen
that ever spent a winter in this region. At the opening of spring we found whales in considerable
abundance, and with the aid of the natives secured during the spring and summer months sixteen
small whales that yiclded considerable blubber, and about 16,000 pounds of bone.

“The MecClenuan left home in the spring of 1852, but never reached the inlet. 1t is thought
she was lost near the entrance to Davis Strait. After waiting long enough to bo satisfied that
our vessel would not return to take us home, we shipped our oil, skins, and bone on an English
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vessel, and sailed on her for Hull, England, leaving the inlet October 1, and arriving at Hull
November 7, when we sold our oil, whalebone, and seal-skins. I started for the United States
on an English vessel, but she was disabled and returned to port, when I shipped on another
vessel, and arrived in New London about the middle of January, 1853. :

“On July 13, 1853, I sailed again for Davis Strait on the brig Georgiana. We did not stop
for seal on the Newfoundland coast, but hastened to Cumberland Inlet, where we spenﬂ the winter
with the vessel frozen in the ice. This was the first whaling vessel to winter in the ice in the
vicinity of Davis Strait. We had quite a successful time in catching seals and whales at the
opening of spring, taking advantage of the first movement of the ice when whales were abundant,
and we secured twelve in two days. During the entire voyage we caught twenty-four whales that
yielded 890 barrels of oil and 16,000 pounds of bone. By trade and capture we got about 1,000
seal-skins, worth at that time about 75 cents apiece at New London. Arrived home October 8,
1854.

“In the year 1855 I sailed again in the same vessel, leaving New London April 11. Some of
the crew were disabled by scurvy while on our way north. This delayed us, so thiat when we reached
Frobisher Bay we were too late in the season for whaling. We wintered in the bay and had a
terrible hard time of it, losing fourteen men by scurvy. As soon as the ice opened in the spring we
started for home, but our men were weak and it took us several weeks to make a few miles. After

-many difficulties we finally reached New London September 27, 1856, with no eargo except about
200 seal-skins obtained during the winter: .

¢In 1857 I sailed on the Georgiana again, and had a very good voyage, leaving New Londow
April 11, and arriving home December 20, with 600 barrels of oil, 12,000 pounds of bone, and
about 200 seal skins. I tried it again in the same vessel in 1858. We sailed June 1, the vessel
and outfit being valued at $9,000; went to Cumberland Inlet and wintered there, and returned
home December 9, 1859, with a cargo valued at $21,000. This was an excellent voyage and quite
a contrast to the terrible hardsbips of our trip two years before.

“«QOn May 29, 1860, I went north in the bark George Henry. Capt. C. F. Hall went with us.
This was his first trip to the Arctic. He has written an account of it in a book entitled Arctic
Researches, published in 1865, Our whaling-ground ou this voyage was in Irobisher Bay, where
we wintered two seasons returning home September 13, 1862, with 564 barrels of oil, 10,100 pounds
of bone, 450 seal-skins, and 250 walrus-skins. As these were the first quantity of walrus-skins
brought home by any whaling vessel, we did not know whether they were of any merchantable
valune. We had prepared them by salting a little and thien dryiug on the rocks. They sold at 50
cents each in New London and were used for belting. During the winter months we lived with
the natives in their huts., We got short of provisions and moved from place to place, so that we
were sometimes a long distance from our vessel. Wherever we went we took a whale-boat and

" gear along with us, rigging the boat on a sled for this purpose. Occasionally we would pull the
boat to the edge of the ice and go in search of whales, capturing several in this manner.

“I sailed in 1863 on a voyage to Cumberland Inlet in the schooner Franklin. We wintered
there and arrived home in 1864. I made two voyages after this, each tolerably successful.”

From 1846 to 1852 the McClennan was the only American vessel fishing in the vicinity of
Davis Strait. In the-latter year this vessel was lost, aind in 1853 the Amaret and Georgiana
were fitted for those waters. In 1855 the George Henry was added to the fleet, and these three
comprised the entire Davis Strait fleet until 1860, when ten vessels were sent out to those waters
The vessels that had been sent north prior to 1860 were generally of the older class, and not
thoroughly equipped for severe battling with the ice, but that year two large ships were included
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in the list. These were fitted at a large cost for the express .purpose of pushing farther west
through Hudson Strait into the bay where it was anticipated abundance of whales could be
found, and where no American vessel had ever been.  + Without accurate charts, in waters totally
unknown, among ice and strong currents, in short days and long nights, in fogs and galeé of wind,
with large compass variations, these adventurous navigators pushed their way, and reached the
longitude of 90°, spent a winter there, when the thermometer fell to 60° below zero, obtained
cargoes worth about $60,000, and returned to the United States in 1861.”*
~ Since 1860 this fishery has beeu pursued with varying success; the total number of voyages
fitted since that date has been one hundred and eight, and the largest number sent out in any
one year was ninetecn vessels in 1864. About 3 per cent. of the entire catch of whale oil and
b per cent. of the whalebone taken by the American fleet from 1870 to 1880 was by the Hudson
Bay vessels. Most of the whaling has been carried on in Cumberland Inlet and Hudson Bay, no
Americans having pushed on as far north as do the Scotch steam whalers that cruise up as far
as the seventy-fourth parallel. The first steam-whaling vessel owned in the United States was
the steam-bark Pioneer, sent to Davis Strait in 1866. She sailed April 23, and arrived howe
November 14, with 340 barrels of oil and 5,300 pounds of bone. She sailed again in 1867, and
was lost on the voyage, being sunk by the ice. The best voyage over made by the Davis Strait
~ fleet was by the bark Pioneer that sailed from New London June 4, 1864, and after passing the
season in Hudson Bay returned, September 18, 1865, with 1,391 barrels of oil and 22,650 pounds
of bone, valued at $150,000.

The vessels in this northern fleet must be double planked around the bow and along the sides
near the water line as a protection against the ice. This planking will last for several years. No
copper or metal is used on the bottom, and but few sails are needed as the vessel is frozen in the
ice much of the time. The natives are of great assistance to the whalers, helping them in taking
whales and also in procuring fresh fish and meat. On the Scotch steamers itis the general
custom to carry the blubber home to be tried out, but American whalers here, as in other parts of
the world, prefer to try it out on board the vessels. The Scotchmen cruise about these waters .
during the summer months, and then return home, while many of the American vessels winter in
the ice.

Most of the whales taken in these northern waters are of tho bowhead or polar species—which

_is peculiarly an 1ce-whale—and is the same as taken by the Pacific-Arctic fleet. Whales have been
taken in the vicinity of Point Barrow, with harpoons in them bearing the marks of vessels that
had bLeen pursning the fishery in the vicinity of Davis Strait; hence it seems certain that there
exists a passage from ono ocean to the other. An instance of this kind is giveu by the Honolulu
Commercial Advertiser, in December, 1870, It is an account of a harpoon which was found in &
whale captured by the ship Cornelius Howland, of New Bedford, then cruising in the North
Pacific Ocean. It is the custom among whalemen to have each iron stamped with initials desig-
nating the ship to which it belongs. This is done to prevent dispute in case it is necessary to
waif the whale, or in case boats from two different ships lay claim to one which has been killed.
While off Point Barrow the Cornelius Howland took a large polar whale, in the blubber of whiche
was embedded the head of a harpoon marked ¢ A, G.,” the wound made by it having healed over.
This was presumed to have belonged to the bark Ansel Gibbs, also of Jew Bedford. But she
was known to have been pursuing the fishery in Oumberland Inlet and its vicinity for some ten
or eleven years previously. The obvious inference was that-this whale must have found his way

*Mr. R. H. Chapell, of Now London, in & letter to Capt. C. ¥, Hall, quoted in Narrative of the Second Arctio
Expedition,
Sko. v, voL. n——17
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from ocean to ocean by some clfaunel unkuown to navigators, and that at some seasons of the
year there must be an inter-ocean communication. The Advertiser adds: “We have heard beforc
of instances where whales have been caught at Cumberland Inlet with harpoons in them, with
which they have been struck in the Arctic Ocean, but we believe this is the first authenticated
instance of a whale having been caught in the Arctic Ocean with a harpoon in it from the Davis
Strait side.”

Scarcely any effort has ever been made by Americaus to find whaling-grounds to the east of
Greenland or at Spitzbergen, where the Dutch and English once found such profitable fishing.
Two American vessels have been sent to the Spitzbergen seas; one, the Hannibal, of New London,
a ship of 441 tons that sailed May 21, 1855, and returned March 21, 1856, with 28 barrels of whale
oil; the other vessel was the bark Tempest, also of New London, that sailed May 21, 1857. After
an upsuceessful cruise near Spitzbergen and the east coast of Greenland, she sailed for the South
Atlantic and thence to the North Pacific Ocean, where, after. several cruises, she obtained a fair
cargo, and returned to New London in 1861. The four yeary’ eruise of the Tempest was not profit-
able, but resulted in a loss of $7,000. The owner being asked how he could lose so much by the
voyage, 8aid: “I will, by way of reply, mention a few items, and the reader may draw his own
inferences. Cost of vessel; interest on the same; outfits; interest on outfits; provisions for a
large crew; advance to crew; desertion of men; shipping new hands; repairs on vessel; wear
and tear; staving boat; clothing for men; new sails; few whales; insurance; commission;
leakage; gauging; commission; wharfage; port charges; taxes; more leakage; outgoes; freight;
fog; thunder.”

Another attempt of Americans to whale in the waters north of Furope was made at Iceland
in the years 1865 and 1866, by Captains Dahl and Royce. They proceeded to Seidis Fjord, in
latitude 65° 18’ north, with two vessels, the bark Reindeer, of Now York, under the American flag
and a little steamer called the Visionary, which -was built in Scotland, and sailed under the
Danish flag. They had two whale-boats fitted for catching the whales that were towed by the

~ steamer into the fjord where they were cutin.  The first season proved unsuccessful, but in the spring
of 1866, twenty sulphur-bottom whales were taken yielding about 900 barrels of oil. Extensive
arrangements had been made to carry on the fishery, steamn oil try-works having been built on
land. In the winter of 1865-'66 there was sent to Xceland the Duteh schooner Jan Albert, that
had been remodeled into a serew steamer and named the Liteus. The crew consisted of Ameri-
cans, Danes, Scotch, Russians, and one Polynesian. They further employed two small iron
steamers built in Glasgow and Liverpool, and called the Vigilant and Stegpideder. By the end
of September they had taken forty whales that yielded about 2,400 barrels of oil. Although this
American attempt to establish a whale-fishery at Iceland was partially successful, yet the returns
as compared with the expenses of the undertaking did not warrant its continuance, aud the fishery
was abandoned.

The fishing by Scotch vessels in Davis Strait and cast of Greenland, as also the early history of
the Spitzbergen whale-fishery are discussed below under the head of Whale Fishing by Foreign

JJNations. '

The total number of American vessels that have engaged in whaling in Davis Strait, Hudson
Bay, and vicinity, since the revival of this fishery in 1846, includes 16 schooners, 7 brigs, 13 barks,
7 ships, and 1 steamer, a total of 44 vessels, of which 18 were lost on their voyages. The
cutire number of voyages fitted out in the same period was 138. '

RECORD OF VOYAGES 1846 To 1879.—The following table is a record of each voyage made
by the American fleet to the region of Davis Strait and Hudson Bay from 1846 to 1879 :
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Voyages of the Davis Strait and Hudson Bay fleet from 1846 to 1879.

[
Nawe of vessel. Rig. [Tous. Port. |i Sailed. | Roturped. Wg:irlo ‘gl’,’g':e‘ Remarks.
——n _, - - - i
1846-1852. \ I || ‘Barrels.|Pounda.
{' i 376 | New London..| Apr. 8, 1846 ( Sept. 17, 1846 140 ... ...
376 |. do . .| Mar. 5,1847 | Oct.  5,18471 1,111 : 15,000 | 845 soal-skins.
376 a0 ....... | Mar. 3,1810 Oct. 16,1840! 600 | 12,000
376 |...... do ... Mar. 7,1650 ¢ Oct. 22,1850 450 | 7,000 | 700 seal-skins
376 |...... do.......  Feb. 8.1851 | Oot. 28,1851 I 258 | 4,900 | 1,100 seal-skins
376 §...... [ T Marv, — 1882 | o e Lost in Davis Strait.
91 | Now London. .| July 13,1853 | Aug. 29, 1854 360 | 8,000
100 )...... do ....... July 13,1853 | Oct. 9, 1854 890 ! 16, 000
1854. | |
Amaret ............ i Brig ...... 91 | Now London.. Sept. 7,1854 Aug 12,1855 | Clean. |........ Arrived at Labrador late, and was frozen
i ' in the ico from October, 1854, to July,
1855. i | 1855.
Goeorge Henry ..... Bark ...... 303 | Now London. i May 29,1855 ! Deo. 26,1835 EL 10 P Brought huine tho abandened ship Reso.
! : luto, of the English expeditionin gearch
) ! : : of Franklin.
Georgiana ......... Brig ..... J| o100 ... do....... j Apr. 11,1855 Sept. 16, lb.:ﬁ Clonn.‘ ........ | Wintered in Frobisher Strait; lost 14
I men from searvy.
1856. ,
Amaret .oooe..on... Brig ...... 91 | New London..| May 21, 1856 ¢ -—, 1857 190 | 3,200
George Henry ..... Bark..... . 803 ]...-.. do .... IMuy 21,1856 ; Sept. 17, 1857 418 ...
1857.
Amaret............ Brigg ...... 01 | New London..| Sept. 7,1857 | Sept. 1,1858 267 1 5,700 | T'rozen in the joe eight montha; took the
first whale July 1, and was full J uly 22.
Goorgiaua ......... R [ N 100 | Now London..| Apr. 11,1857 | Deo. 20,1857 443 | 6,500
1858. . !
Georgiang ......... Brig ...... 180 | Now London..| June 1,1858 | Deo. 9,1859 847 | 15,000 Sailed for $9,000; cargo worth $21,000.
1850. |
Amaret............ Brig ....| 91| New London..j Apr. 13,1850 .. ... .. . ..]oeee oot Louc in Cumberland Inlet September 27,
! ] 860. The Amaret was tho Resoue of
1860. ; | h.mu s oxpudition.
Ansel Gibbs ....... Ship ...... 810 | Fair Haven ... Apr. 11,1860 | Nov. 11, 1861 600 | 9,000
Antelope ... ..., Bark ..... l 340 | New Bedford ‘ Mar. 15,1860 | Oct. 12,1863 | 1,500 | v4,000 | |
Black Eaglo ....... do...... 311 {......do ..., ! May 20,1860 | Nov. 38,1861 1,122 17,800 ;
Daniel Webster. .. Ship...... 336 | ..... do ...... Mar. 21,1860 [ Jan. 51863 |....... Y 6,500 | Put in Aberdeen, Scotland, on account of
i . tho rebellion; sont home 2,800 })ounds
X L Loue; threcmendied of scurvy in 1862,
George Honry .. ... Bark...... 303 | New London..) May 99, 1860 | Sept. 13, 1862 l | 10, 100 | ¢50 seal aud 250 walrus ekins.
Georgiang ......... Brig ...... \ 190 [....nn do ... Muy 11,1860 Oct. 7,1861 895 14, 700 )
Hanuibal .......... Sbip ...... 1441 ..., do ....... Max. 21,1860 [..ooeniniion foeenn e 8,000 | Abandoued in Cumborlaud Inlot October,
1861.
Northern Light . ...[...d0 ...... \ 513 | Fair Huven...|July 21,1860 | Oct. 11,1861 | 1,104 | 21, 000
Pioneer ............ ). .| 2351 New London..} June 71,1860 | Qct. 22,1861 0. .....
Syren Quoen 461 | Fair Haven...[ Juno 13,1860 [ Oct. 11, 1861 605 | 15,700 | ¥ive men died of sourvy.
1861,
Antclope .......... 3 840 | Now Bedford .| Oct. 31,1861 [ Oct. 12,1863 1 1,500 | 24,000
Northern Light .. | Ship...... 613 (...... do....... Nov. 18,1861 | Oct, 17,1862 1,205 | 1, 800
1802. : .
Ansgel Gibbs....... New Bodford .) Apr. 15,1862 | Oct. 11,1803 ) 1,000 | 17, 580
Black Eagle ......| Bark .....{ 811 !...... Ao eanenn. May 5, 1862 | Sept. 24, 1863 . 650 | 30 G00

Now London .| May 9,1862 | Nov. 38,1863 319 | 4,700
Now Bedford .| Apr. 27,1802 [ Oct. 25, 1867 225 | 3,000

Goorglana .
Orray Taft ..

Pioneer...............do ......| 235 | New London . May 24,1862 | Oct. 13,1863 561 | 9,000
1663.
Aotor.............. | Schooner .| 90 | Now London ..| June 15,1863 | Oct. 25, 1863 51| 2,150
Anpdrews ......... Bark ..... 303 | Now Bodford .| Apr. 20,1863 ) Oct. 25,1864 | 1 046 | 17,150
Daniol Webster ..'...do...... 336 | ool A0 nnnn. Apr. 21,1863 | Oct. 27,1864 361 9,700
Tranklin .......... i Se . 110 Nchondon | Juno 24, 1863 | Scpt. 8, 1864 841 | 5,800
Guorgo Heury.. ..; AAT. 10, 1863 (nmce et [ereeeeeefeanneaes Lost in Hudson Bay, 1868,
Ysnbela............ Juno o, 1803‘0@ 4,1864 502 | 7,950
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Voyages of the Davis Strait and Hudson Bay flests from 1846 to 1879—Continued.

Name of veasel. Rig. “Tons. Port. Sailed. Returned. W:)li:la..lo | ?1;1801‘0- Remarks.
1868 !
. Barrels. Pounds.
Northern Light.... 'Ship «e....] 513 | New Bedford .| Apr. 29,1863 | Oct. 24,1864 | 1,270 | 20, 100
Pavilion ...... esees Brig ... 150 | Fair Haven...| June 15,1863 [.oeceennneidienas |ooen s...| Crushed in the ice in Hudson Bay in
. 1863 ; seven men lost; survivors suf-
fered severely from cold and exposure.
‘Wm. Thompson. ...} Ship ...... 495 | Now Bedford .| Mar. 17,1863 { Dec. 19, 1663 160 | 1,200
1864.
Black Eagle........ Bark .... | 3811 | New Bedford .| May 7,1864 | Oct. 1,1865 781 | 12,400
Concordia ... ...... ...do...... 265 | Sag Harbor...|June 3,1864| Oct. 1,1865 70 800
Cornelia ........... Schooner 197 : New London .| May 9, 1864 Oct. 11,1865 300 [ 4,200
Bro.ceeeeeeaioennn. S.do ..., 188 | ...... do....... Aug. 31,1864 | Sept. 20,1864 i Clean.}{.. ... __.
George and Mery..| Bark .... | 165 |...... do....... June 4,1864 | Oct. 10, 1865 180 | 2,800
Georgiana ......... Brig ..... 190 ¢...... do ...... Apr. 13,1864 | Oct. 10,1865 766 | 15,250
Glacier ............ Schooner .| 262 : New Bodford .| June 21, 1864 | Nov. 13, 1865 328 6, 550
Helen F. ...... .... co.do...... 108 | New London. | June 30, 864 | Sept. 18,1865 | Clean.|...... ..
Isabel .. l...do ...... 05 . ... do....... ‘June 8 1864 | Oct. 28,1864 | Clean.|........
Leader ............ ...do.... 81 [...... do. ..... May 28,1864 | Sept. 11, 1865 287} 5,000
Milwood........... Bark ..... 254 | New Bedford ., Apr. 24,1864 | Oct. 28,1864 | 2,082 | 39,200
Monticello.:....... ...do...... 3506 | Noew London..| June 30, 1864 | Sept. 21, 1865 271 | 2,900
Morning Star...... ...do..ol 305 | New Bedford | May 14,1864 | Oct. 14,1865 | 1,170 | 17,900
Orray Taft ........ ...do ...... 176 1...... do....... Apr. 90,1864 | Oct. 6, 1865 472 | 7,254
Oxford.......eeue.. Brig ...... 130 ! Fair Haven.... May 5,1864 ; May 31,1865 75 795
Pioneer............ Bark ..... 235 | New London..i June 4,1864 | Scpt. 18,1865 1,301 | 22,650 | Value of cargo, $150,000.
S. B.Howes........ ...do ...... 101 i...... do....... Apr. 19,1864 | Oct. 5, 18685 199 | 3,000
1865,
Andrews .......... Bark ..... 303 | New Bedford . Apr. 1,1865) Apr. 25,1866 | 1,038 | 16, 600
Daniel Webster....| Ship.,....| 336 [...... do ....... May 20,1865 | Nov. 14, 1866 703 | 11, 500
D i) & S Sohooner .| 188 | New London..| May 17,1865 | Nov. 19, 1866 2361 2,900
Fravklin .......... ...do...... 19 |...... do....... Apr. 25,1865 | Sept. 17, 1866 584 | 8,000
" Xsebella............ Brig...... 102 |...... do....... Mar. 7,1865 | Nov. 90,1866 584 | 10, 500
Milwood ...........| Bark .....[| 356 | New Bedford .| Apr. 19,1865 | Nov. 17,1806 023 | 14, 500
S. B. Howes........ Schooner .| 101 | New London..} Oct. 26,1865 | Oct. 9,1867 300 | 6,000
1866.
Ansel Gibba .......| Bark ..... 803 | Now Bedford .| May 11,1866 | Oct. 9,1867 3201 6,000
Black Eagle........ ...do...... :3 8 K SO do....... Apr. 20,1866 | Sept. 24, 1867 200 | 3,000
Conoordia .. -deedo...... 265 | Sag Harbor...| May 11,1866 ; Sept. 13,1867 440 § 7,300
Cornelia ........... Schooner .| 148 { Groton....... Apr. 18,1868 | Oct. 31,1867 200 }........
Glacier ............ ..do...... 177 | New Bodford .| Apr. 10,1866 | Oct. 8, 1867 20 200
George and Mary..{ Bark ..... 105 | New London..| Apr. 18,1866 | Sopt. 14, 1867 500 | 10, 000
Georglana ......... July 12, 1866 | Nov. 29, 1867 800 | 18, 000
........... . .| July 16,1866 | Nov. 20, 1867 50{........

Apr. 18,1866 | Oot. 31,1867 | 650 | 12,000
May 81866 | Oct. 25,1867 | 225 9,000
91 | Foir Haven...| May 1,1866 | Sopt.22,1867| 280 | 8,000
228 | New Bedford .| Apr. 19,1868 | Sept. 12, 1867 500 | 8,000
212 | New London..| Apr. 28,1806 | Nov. 14,1866 | 340 | 6,800 | Yirst steam whaler from the United

: States.

105 |...... do....... June 28, 1866 | Sopt. 14, 1863 362 | 6 600

101 §...... do....... June 28,1866 | Oct. 9, 1866 249 | 5,600

ki IR do....... Juno 6, 1866 ! Sept. 26, 1866 | Clean. |........

i

277 | New Bedford .| May 20,1867 [..............|.c..cooeneen .- Ltissfh ;n Cumberland Inles November 14,

188 | New London..! Apr. 11,1867 | Aug. 27,1868 837 | 18,400

119 |...... do .ee..o. May 2, 1867 | Sept. 10, 1868 393 | 6,600

192 [...... do....... May 25, 1867 | Sopt. 14, 1868 668 { 8,700

216 | New Bedford .| Apr. 2,1807 | Nov.13,1868| 378 | 8,880
Pionees............ Steamer ..| 212 | New London..| Mar. 20,1807 [..............l.....o foooee Sunk among the fce in Hudson Strait,

July 8, lﬂg’l.
1868.
Apsel Gibbs...... Bark .... [ 303 | Now Bedford | Juno 3,18068 | Sept. 26, 1869 650 | 10, 000

‘Concordia.......... UK. 1. SR 217 | Sag Harbor...| Apr. 20,1868 | Oct. 7,1860 200 | 2,900
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Voyages of the Davis Strait and Hudson Bay fleets from 1846 to 1879—Continued.

Nume of veesel. Rig.
1868.
Cornelia ........... Sohooner .
George and Mary..| Bark .....
Georglana ......... Brig ......
HelenF ........... Schooner .
Oxford............. Brig......
S. B. Howes ....... Schooner .
1869.
Era......ooeooo... Schooner .
Franklin .......... ..do......
Isabella............ Brig .....
Milwood........... Bark .....
Quickstep ......... Schooner .
1870.
Ansel Gibbs....... Bark .....
George and Mary..|...do ......
S.B.Howes ........ Schooner.
1871.
Ansel Gibba....... Bark .....
Concordia ......... Bark .....
Glacier .....o.oiinu]ons do......
Isabolla............ Brig......
Milwood........... Bark .....
1872,
Abbio Bradford....] Schooner .
John Atwood...... ..do......
Orray Taft ........ Bark .....
1873.
Tsabella............ Brig ......
1874.
Abbie Bradford....| Schooner..
Nile ............... Ship.......
President.......... Bark......
1875.
Jaabella............ Brig ......
pop) LR, Ship......
1876.
A. Houghton ...... Bark......
1877.
A.J. Ross......... Brig .....
Era..oovneinennnn. Schooner..
L. P, Simmons..... .do......
Nile .ceceeeuneaar.s) Bark.oooo.
1878,
Abble Bradforad....
Abbott Lawrence. .
A.J. Ross.....c...|...
Franklin...........
Isabella............
Mattapoisett. ......
1879,
Goorge and Mary..| Bark......
Delia Hodgkins....| Schooner..
D2, YOI do ......

Tons.

148
105

128
108

91
101

188
i19
192
210
105

303
105
101

303

217
195
192
210

116

293
269

192
293

219

107
134

89
203

105

95
134

Port. Sailed. Returned. “:)l;fle Vg’)(l;::' Remarks.
Barrels.| Prunds.
Groton ....... May 26,1868 | Sept. 23,1869 143 | 1,765
Now London..| May 16, 1868 | Sept. 17, 1869 450 | 8,000
...... do.......| Aug. 65,1868 [..............|....coo.f........| Lost in 1868 with entire crew
...... do.......|June20,1868{......._......[ 1,450 | 13,600 L(;%t._én Cumberland Inlet November 10,
76. |

Fair Haven...[July 20,1808 {.........ccevifecariea]annnnnn. Lost in Cumberland Inlet in 1869.

Now London..| Juno 20,1868 | Nov. 6,1869 | Clean. |........

New London..| May 11,1869 | Oct.  §,1870 5633 | 5,400

...... do.......|May 18,1809 | Oct. 65,1870 473 | 8,418
...... do.......|Apr.14,1860 | Oct. 15,1870 | 527 | 6,687

New Bedford . Apr. ©,18060 | Oct. 86,1870 090 | 15,800

Now London..| Muay 18,1869 |..........coou]eacneafionan. Lost in 1870.

~

Now Bedford .| June?21,1870 | Oct. 6,1870| 1,340 | 22,040

Now Londou..| May 8,1870| Nov.20,1871| 425 | 5,000

...... do.......[July T,1870 {..............|eeiiiii ] .. ameel Lostin the inlet in 1873,

New Bedford .| Dec. 13,1871 |oeeeneenereens]ianennns bt Lost in Hndson Bay October 19, 1872,
having 530 barrelsoil and 810,000 pounds
bone on board ; 3,600 pounds bone were
saved; 16 of crew died of scurvy.

New Londou..| Apr. 25,1871 | Nov. 9,1871{........[........ Nothing but freight; broken up in 1873.

New Bedford .| July 9,1871 | Sopt. 26,1873 7% 1,600

Now London..{ May 31,1871 | Oct. 28,1872 (.. ..... 228

Now Bedford .{ Sept. 25,1871 |.............. 140 |........ Lost on Bianck Lead Island.

New Bedford .| May 28,1872 | Sept. 7, 1873 878 | 13,131

Provincetown.{ May 29,1872 | Oct. 8,1872 180 | 3,128

Now Bedford .| July 2,1872|.........ccocfiann.nn. [ Lost in Hudson Bay September 14,1872,

Now London..| Juue 26,1873 | Sopt. 2,1878 | Clean. L........

New Bedford .| May 12,1874 | Sept. 24, 1875 650 {'12,000 | Tho flist mate and a Loat's crow were
lest in the ice Septomber 5, 1874.

New London..| June 15,1874 | Dec. 9,1874 800 | 8 000

Neow Bedford .| June 9,1874 | Sopt. 16,1874 6500 | & 000

Now London..| June 8,18756'| Aug. 27,1877 400 | 4,000

...... do .......| May 4,1875 | Jan. 11,1878 380 | 5.000

New Bedford .| May 23,1876 |.............. 200 | 4.500 | Lost iu Hudson Bay June 12, 1877;
value $24,000.

Now Bedford .| July 17, 1877 | Apr. 10,1878 243 2,300

New London. .| July 11,1877 | Dec. 4,1878 20|, ......

...... do .......| May 80,1877 | Nov. 27,1878 100 | 2,000
...... do .......|July 11,1877 | Dec. 1,1878 350 | 8,000
.| May 81878 | Aug. 31,1870 550 | ® 000
May 4,1878 | Sept. 1,1870 190 3, 000
o May 15,1878 |....ceiiveuan. 20 |........ Lost in Hudson Bay August 16, 1878
..| July 25,1878 Anug. 81, 1879 40 215
.{ May 14,1878 | Aug. 81, 1879 200 | 4,000
May 28,1878 | Sept. 7,1870| 160 | 2,000
’

New Bedford .| June 23, 1879 | Sept. 22, 1880 70 | 2,400 | Mate froze to death. Brought howe re-
mains of Dr. Irving, of Franklin Expe.
dition.

New London..| Jyne 15, 1870 | Nov. 22, 1879 800 |........

...... do .......[Junc23, 1879 | Nov. 24,1880 550 ( 8,000
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7. HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN WHALE FISHERY FROM 1750 TO 1815.

The Dutech and English had carried on the whale-fishery in the northern seas for several years
prior to the settlement of New England by Englishmen. Along the shore of Massachusetts whales
were constantly being driven ashore and were secured by the inhabitants. In the early records
of the colonies we find numerous references to drift whales, but it was not until about the year
1712 that vessels were used, and those of but small tonnage, so that they ventured but on short
voyages. By the year 1730, however, the vessels were of larger class and generally sloop-rigged.
By the year 1750 there wus a large fleet sailing from various ports in New England, which has
always been the enterprising center for the ﬁvhale-ﬁshery in this country.

The following exhaustive review of the American whale-fishery during the period from 1750 to
1815 is quoted from Starbuck’s History of the Whale Fishery printed in the report of the United
States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries for 187576 :

BounTY T0 ENGLISH WHALERS.—*‘ The period from 1750 to 1784 was the most eventful era to
the whale-fishery that it has ever passed through. Tor a large proportion of the time the business
was carried on under imminent risk of capture, first by the Spanish and French and after by the
English. The colonial Davis Strait fishery seems to have been quite abandoned, and the vessels
cruised mostly to the eastward of the Grand Banks, along the edge of the Gulf Stream and in the
vicinity of the Babamas. In 1748 the Epglish Parliament had passed a second act to encourage
this fishery, By it the premiuwm on inspection of masts, yards, and bowsprits, tar, pitch, and tur-
pentine, and on British-made sail-cloth were to continue, and the duties on foreign-made sail-cloth
were remitted to vessels engaged in this pursuit. A bounty was also granted on all ships engaged
in whaling during the then existing war; harpooners and others employed in the Greenland fish-
ery were exempted from impressment. The commissioners of customs were, under the required
certificate, to pay the second twenty shillings per ton bounty granted by Parliament over the
first twenty previously granted.* The ships which had sailed during the previous March or April
were to be-equal sharers in this bounty with those whose sailing had been delayed. All ships
built or fitted out for this pursuit.from the American colonies conforming to this act were to be
licensed to whale, and in order to receive the bounties must remain in Davis Straits or vicinity
from May (sailing about May 1) until the 20th of August, unless sooner full or obliged to return
by accident, Foreign Protestantsserving in this fishery for two years, and qualifying themselves for
its prosecution, were to be treated as though they were natives.t The cause of this concession to
the colonies was a part of Lord Shirley’s schemo to rid Acadia of the French. It was his desire
that Gebrge II should cause them to be removed to some other English colony, and settle Nova
Scotia with Protestants,f and to this end invitations were sent throughout Europe to induce
Protestants to remove thither. ¢The Moravian Brethren were attracted by the promise of exemp-
tion from oaths and military service. The good will of New England was encouraged by care for
its fisheries; and American whalemen, stimulated Ly the prowise of enjoying an equal bounty
with the British, learned to follow their game among the icebergs of the Greenland seas.’§ ¢The
New Englanders of this period, says Bancroft,|| ¢ were of homogeneous origin, nearly all tracing
their descent to the English emigrants of the reigns of Charles the First and Charles the Second.
They were a frugal and industrious race. Along the sea-side, wherever there was a good harbor,
fishermen, familiar with the ocean, gathered in hamlets ; and each returning season saw them

“*In sixth year of the reign of George IL.” ¢t Mass, Col. MSS., Maritime, vi, p. 316.”
¢t The carrying out of this scheme and the destruction of the colony of Acadians justly receives execration.”
4§ Bancroft’s Hist. U. 8., v, p. 45.” - “\ Ibid., iv, p. 149.”
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with an ever-increasing number of mariners and vessels, taking the cod gnd mackerel, and some-
times pursuing the whale into the icy labyrinths of the northern seas; yet loving home, and
dearly attached to their modest freeholds.

¢ Of this period Hutchinson says: *¢The increase of the consumption of oil by lamps as well

_a8 by divers manufactures in Europe has been no small encouragement to our whale-fishery. The
flourishing state of the island of Nantucket must be attributed to it. The cod and whale fishery,
being the principal source of our returns to Great Britain, are therefore worthy not only of
provincial but national attention.

“ A continual succession of foreign wars, in which the hardy fishermen and farmers of New
England were constantly called to the aid of England, coupled with a continual suceession of in-
tolerant measures adopted by the mother country toward the plantations, which, in common with
the colonists at large, they felt impelled to resist, was gradually preparing America for the event-
ful struggle which was to end in its independence. By the experience of the wars they learned
their strength ; through the pressure of the tyrannical acts they learned their rights.”

EMBARGO OF 1757.—¢“Pending the expedition for the reduction of Nova Scotia in 1755 an
embargo was laid upon the Bank fishermen, though the risk of capture was so great that it of
itself must have quite effectively embargoed many of themn.t

¢« In 1757—the embargo being still continued upon the fishery in these waters—a petition
was presented to the general court of Massachusetts from the people of Martha’s Vineyard and
Nantucket, representing that the memorialists ¢ being Informed that your Hounours think it not
advisable to Permit the fishermen to Sail on their Voyages until the time limited by the Embargo
is Bxpired by Reason that their fishing banks where they Usually proceed on said Voyages lyes
Eastward not far from Cape breton which may be a means of their falling into the hands of the french
\_vhiéh may be of bad Consequence to the Common Cause. Your Memorialists would Humbly observe
to Your Honours that that is not the Case with the whalemen their procedure on their Voyages is
Westward of the Cape of Virginia and southward of that until the month of June from which Your
Memorialists are of the mind their is nothing like the Danger of their falling into the hands of the
Cape breton Privateers as would Le If they went Bastward. Your Memorialists would further
Observe that the whalemen have almost double the Number of hands that the fishermen Carry
which makes Their Charge almost Double to that of fishermen and ye first part of the Whale
season is Always Listeemed the Principal time for their making their Voyages which If they lose
the greatest part of the People will have nothing to Purchase the Necessaries of life withal they
haveing no other way which must make them in miserable Situation. Your memorialists would
therefore beg that y* Honours would take Our Miserable Situation under Consideration and grant
our Whalemen liberty to Proceed on Our Voyages from this tine If it be Consistent with your
Great wisdom as in duty bound shall every pray

¢ ¢JoHN NORTON (for Martha's Vineyard)
“ ¢ABISTAI FOLGER (for Nantucket)

“In compliance with the foregoing petition the counecil passed this resolution (April 8, 17568):
‘lnasmuch as the Inhabitants of Nantucket most of whom are Quakers are by Law exempted
from Impresses for military Service. And their Livelihood intirely depends on the Whale fishery—

¢¢* Hist. of Massachusetts, ii, p. 400.”

¢t A duty was laid upon the oolonists in 1756 to support a frigate on the Banks to defend the fishery.”

+{ Mass. Col. MSS., Maritime, vi, p. 371. From this petition it would appear that, having an unfavorable season
at the southward, the whalemen would stand for the Banks boping to fill there. 1f, however, a vessel got home early
from the north, they frequently went on another voyago to the south and westward in the same year.”
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Advised that his Excell” give permission for all whaling Vessells belong® to s I19 to pursue their
Voyages, taking only the Inhts of s Island in 8% Vessells and that upon their taking any other
persons whatsoever with them they be subject to all the Penalties of the law in like manner as if
they had proceeded without Leave.”” * . )

THE GULF OF SAINT LAWRENCE AND STRAITS OF BELLEISLE FISHERY.—‘In 1761 the
fishery of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the Straits of Bellisle was opened to our whalemen,
and they speedily availed themselves of its wealth. This was the legitimate result of the conquest
of Canada and the cession of territory made by France to England at the conclusion of the war,
a result which the colonists had labored hard and spent lives and treasure unstintedly to attain,
but of the benefit of which they were destined to be defrauded. A duty was levied on all oil and
bone carried to England from the colonies, and by another oppressive act of Parliament they
were not allowed to find for this product any other market. The diserimination between the
plantations and the mother country was made the more marked since at this time the residents of
Great Britain were allowed a bounty from which he provincials were debarred. Against these
injustices the merchants of New England, and tLose of London engaged in colonial trade, respect-
fully petitioned. They represented that ¢in the Year 1761 The Province of Massachusetts Bay,
fitted out from Boston & other portst Ten Vessels of from Seventy to Ninety Tons Burden for
this Purpose. That the Success of these was such as to encourage the Sending out of fifty Vessels
in the Year 1762 for the same trade. That in the Year 1763 more than Eighty Vessels were
imploy’d in the same manpner.f That they have already imported to London upwards of 40 Ton
of Whale Finn: being the produce of the two first years. That upon Entring of the above Finn,
a Duty was required and paid upon it, of thirty one Pound ten shillings ¥ Ton. That the
weight of this Duty was render’d much heavier by the great reduction made in the price of Dutch
Bone since the commencement of this trade from £500 to £330 ¥ Ton.’ They represent farther
that the reason for the couferring of bounties upon vessels in this pursuit from Great Britain was
to rival the Dutch,$ but in spite of this encouragement there was not emough oil and bone
brought into England by British vessels to supply the demand. They also reasoned that Parlia-
ment could not intentionally discriminate Letween the various subjects of the Crown, granting

¢« * Mass. Col. M8S., Maritime, vi, p. 371. Martha’s Vineyard appears to be ignored in the order.”
¢t As already explained, Boston was the port of entry for many of the Cape towns and its own immediate vicinity.”
¢} According to the following doggerel there were soventy-five whaling captains sailing from Nantucket in 1763:

Whale-Liat, by Thomas Werth, M. 1763.

Out of Nantucket their's Whalemen aeventy-five,
Bat two poor Worths among thom doth survive :
Their is two Ramadills & their's Woodbury's two,
Two Ways there is, chuse which one pleassth you,
Folgera thirteen, & Barnards there are four
Bunkers thelr is three & Jenkinses no more,
Gardners their is seven, Husseys their are two,
Pinkhams their is five and a poor Delano,
Myricka there in three & Coflina there are aix,
Swains their aro four and one blne gally Fitch,
One Chadwiock, Cogshall, Coleman their's but one,
Brown, Baxter, two & Paddacks there is three,
‘Wyer, Stanton, Starbuck, Moorss is fonr you see,
But if for & Voyage I was to choose & Stanton,

I would leave Sammy out & choose Ben Stratton.
And not forget that Bocott is alive,

And that long-crotch makes up the neventy-five.
This is answering to the liat, you see,

Made up in seventoen hundred & sixty-three.”

¢ § The Dutoh from 1759 to 1768 sent to the Greenland fishery 1,324 ships, which took 3,018 whales, producing 146,419
barrels of oil and 8,785,140 pounds of bone. (Bcoresby.) Great Britainin the same time sent about one-third the
number of ships.”
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to one a bounty and requiring of another a duty for the same service. They, however, ask for no
bounty—they are content that Great Britain should alone receive the benefit of that—but they
simply desire that they should not be taxed with a duty on these imports.”*

ENGLISH BOUNTY ABOLISHED.—“The knowledge that the ILinglish fishery, even with its
bounty, was still unable to fully cope with the Dutch, or even to supply its own home demand, as
well as the desire of Earl Grenville to forward certain projects in his American policy, notably the
odious stamp-tax, caused some attention to be paid to petitions similar to the foregoing, fortified
somewhat by the presence of a special agent from Massachusetts to sustain the position and urge
the claims there made. To various sections various tenders were to be made. ‘The boon that
was to mollify New England,’ says Baneroft,t ¢was concerted with Israel Maudit, acting for his
brother, the agent of Massachusetts, and was nothing less than the whale-fishery. Great Britain
had sought to compete with the Dutch in that branch of industry; had fostered it by bounties ;
Lad relaxed even the act of navigatioo, so as to invite even the Dutch to engage in it from British
ports in British shipping. But it was all in vain. Grenville gave up the unsuccessful attempt,
and sought a rival for Holland in British Ameriea, which bhad hitherto lain under the double dis-

. couragement of being cxcluded from the bebefit of a bounty,i and of having the products of its
whale-fisbing taxed unequally. He now adopted the plan of gradually giving up the bounty to
the British whale-fishery, which would be a saving of £30,000 a year to the treasury, and of reliev.
ing the American fishery from the inequality of the discrintinating duty, except the old subsidy,
which was scarcely 1 per cent. This is the most liberal act of Grenville’s administration, of which
the merit is not diminished Ly the fact that the American whale-fishery was superseding the English
under every discouragcement. It required liberality to accept this result as inevitable, and to
favor it. It was done, too, with a distinet conviction that ¢‘the American whale-fishery, freed from
its burden, would soon totally overpower the British. So this valuable branch of trade, which
produced annually 3,000 pounds, and which would give cmployment to many shipwrights and
other artificers, and to three thousand seamen, was resigned to America.”

EFFEOTS 0¥ WAR.—“With the people of Nantucket every foreign war meant a diminution
of their whaling fleet, for there is scarcely any risk that whalemen have not and will not run in
pursuit of their prey. During the years 1756 and 1766 six of their vessels had been lost at sea
and six more were taken by the French and burned, together with their cargoes, while the crews

¢ ® Mass, Col. MSS., Maritime, vol. vii, p. 243. Tbe concluding portion of this petition; including the signatures, is
missing, a fact groatly to be rogrotted, as it wounld be extremely interesting to know who the prominent oil-merchants
of that time were. The following is the statement of imports of oil and bone from the colonies into England and
from Holland to the same country, which accompanied the petition:

Account of Finns 4§ 0il from America to England 4 Duties from Christmas 1768 to Christmas 1763.

Fins. ‘Whale-oil.
Year.
Duty, Amerioca. | Duty, London. Daty, America. | Duty, London.
T. Owt. Lbs. &£ s d 2 s d I H G £ s d £ s d
1768 10 1758, e iiiiiiiiemnanaeeans 17 0 17 1 0 0 1014 0 3,246 2 28 1,808 13 8 1,436 3 8
17000 eceeiiecennriacacnacencnonnnes 18 2 9 2816 6 27 16 4 2,505 1 14 1,518 6 1 1,148 8 &
D . 27 0 8 42 2 6 4010 O 3,126 3 31 1,820 4 5 1,883 12 10
b {7 835 2 b 622 3 10 502 5 0 2,483 ¢ B9 1,462 18 9 1,000 0 4
b - PR 1,546 3 13 2,427 6 38 2,815 9 4 5030 0 12 2,04211 7 2,225 15 11
MOtal . oenr e aieereeanae e aaas | 1,08 0 24[ 3,011 10 1 2,806 156 3| 16,481 1 16 9,641 13 6 7,203 1 2
t i

i ——— - +

t Bancroft’s United States, v, p. 184,
{ The bounty of 1748 had evidently been legislated out of existence.
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were carried away into captivity. In 1760 another vessel was captured by a French privateer of
twelve guns and released after the commander of the privateer had put on board of her the crew
of a sloop they had previously taken nearly full of oil and burned. The captain of the sloop,
Luce, had sailed with three others who were expected on the coast. The day after Luce was taken
the privateer engaged a Bermudian letter of marque and was beaten. During this engagement
several whalemen in the vicinity made their escape. In the same month (June) another privateer
of fourteen guns took several whaling vessels, one of which was ransomed for $400, all the prison-
ers put on board of ber, and she landed them at Newport.* In 1762 another Nantucket sloop was
taken by a privateer from the French West Indies, under one Mons. Palanqua, while she was
cruising in the vicinity of the Lecward Islands.”

MARTHA’S VINEYARD AND NANTUCKET WHALERS.—‘ At Martha’s Vineyard whaling did
not seem to thrive so well as at the sister island of Nantucket. The very situation of Nantucket
seemed favorable for the development of this and kindred pursuits; in fact, the situation made
them necessities. While the Vineyard was quite fertile and of considerable extent, Nantucket
was comparatively sterile and circumscribed. At the Vineyard a livelihood could be attained
from tilling the earth, at Nantucket a large portion of that whioh sustained life must be wrested
from the ocean. A constant struggle with nature, and a constant surmounting of those obstacles
incident to their location and surroundings, developed within the Nantucketois a spirit of adventure
which was carefully trained into channels of enterprise and usefulness. Hence, the early history
of whaling oih Martha’s Vineyard was not that ultimate success that it was on Nantuckes, and
while the year 1775 found the latter with a fleet of 150 vessels with a burden of 15,000 tons, the
former at the same period could count but 12 vessels and an aggregate of 720 tons.

“TIn 1752 Mr., John Newman and Timothy Coffin built a vessel of 75 tons, but she was also
destined to a brief existence. On her second voyage whaling she was captured near the Grand
Banks by the French, and Captain Coffin, her commander, lost his life, his vessel, and his cargo.
In the same year (1752) John Norton, esq., with others, purchased a vessel of 55 tons for the
carrying on of this busivess, and, like her contemporary, she failed to survive her second voyage,
but was cast away on the coast of Carolind, Capt. Christopher Beetle being at the time in comnmand.
Mr. Norton immediately chartered a vessel to get his own off, but on their arrival on Carolina,
his vessel was gone, with her sails, rigging, and appurtenances, and he out of pocket a further
sum of $500 to the wreeking party, Light years later (1760), Esquire Norton, with others, built
the sloop Polly, 65 tons burden. On her third whaling trip to the southward she too was lost,
and by her destruction perished Nicholas Butler, her captain, and thirteen men. Repeated losses
had reduced Norton to somewhat straitened circumstances, and, selling what property he had
left, he removed to Conuecticut, where he died.

“It is impossible to separate in the accounts of whaliug at this time the share which Boston
took in it from that taken by other ports. The reports which may be found in the current papers
rarely gave the name of the port to which entering or clearing vessels belonged. In fact the
majority of the reports are merely records of accidents, and it is very rarely .indeced that the

amount of oil taken by returning whalers is given.
“In 1762 a whaling schooner, commanded by Bickford, was totally lost on Seil (%)
Islands. The crew, fourteen in number, were taken off by a fishing vessel.”
LoNGg ISLAND WHALERS.—¢ Of the Long Island fishery the only record accessible is the
‘meager one regarding Sag Harbor. Easthampton, Southampton, and their more immediate neigh-
bors seem to have been supplanted by this younger town.t Probably prior to 1760 vessels had

‘¢ These vessels were from several whaling ports.” “t 8ag Harbor was settled in 1730.”
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been fitted for whaling from this port; if so, their identification is impossible. In 1760, h(;wever,
three sloops were fitted out by Joseph Conkling, John Foster, and others. They were named Good-
luck, Dolphin, and Success, aud their cruising ground was in the vicinity of 36° north latitude.”

REODE ISLAND WHALERS.—%The reports regarding Rhode Island are equally meager.
Occasional reports are to be found of ‘the arrivals of whaling-vessels, but no report of where they
cruised or what success they met with, and no records exist at the custom-house to help clear up
the historical mist. Warren comes into notice at this period as quite a thriving whaling-port.
The Boston News-Letter of October 23, 1766, says: ¢ Several Vessels employed in the Whale Fish-
ery, from the industrious Town of Warren in Rbhode Island Colony, have lately returned, having
met with considerable success. One Vessel, which went as far as the Western Islands, brought
home upwards of 300 Barrels of Oil. Some Vessels from Newport have also been tolerably success-
‘ful. This Business, which seems to be carried on with Spirit, bids fair to be of great Utility to
that Government.”? ' .

VIRGINIA WHALERS.—* Williamsburgh, Va., felt the stimulus caused by success in this busi-
ness ; and in the early spring of 1751 several gentlemen subscribed a sum of money and fitted out
a small sloop, called the Experiment, tor whaling along the southern coast. On the 9th of May,
1751, she returned with a valuable whale. This was the first vessel ever fitted tor this pursuit
from Virginia, and whether she continued for any length of time in the business is unknown. The.
encouragement of the first snccess undoubtedly caused another venture.”

BEGINNING OF WHALING INDUSTRY AT NEW BEDFORD.— In the vicinity of New Bedford
whaling probably commenced but little priorto 1760. In that year William Wood, of Dartmouth,
sold to Elnathan Eldredge, of the sawme town, a certain tract of land, located within the present
town of Fairhaven, and within three-quarters of a mile of the center of the town, on the banks of
the Acushnet River, ¢ Always Iixcepting and reserving * * * * * that part of the same
where the Try house and Oyl shed now stands.” ITow long these buildings had been standing at
the date of this deed is unknown, but the fact of their béing there then is indisputable, and, as it
was not the habit in those days to put up useless buildings, they were undoubtedly applied to the
purpose for which they were built. 'That they were considered valuable property is evident {rom
‘the fact of their being reserved. In 1765, four sloops, the Nancy, Polly, Greybound, and Hannah,
owned by Joseph Russell, Caleb Russell, and Williamn Tallman, and from 40 to 60 tons burden,
were employed in the whale-fishery.* In Ricketson’s ¢ History of New Bedford’is published a
portion of a log-book of the whaling-sloop Betsey, of Dartmouth, in 1761. The early portion is
missing, the first date commencing July 27. These small vessels usually sailed in pairs, and, so
long as they kept in company, the blubber of tho captured whales was divided equally between
them. Henee the reports, in which the captains’ names are always given instead of the names of
the vessels, which rarely oceur, often return the vessels in pairs, with she same quantity of oil to
cach. The following are a few extracts from this journal as published : ¢ August 2d, 1761. Lat.
45.64, long. 53.57. Saw two sperm-whales ; killed one.—Aug. 6th. Spoke with John Clasbery ;
he had got 105 bbls.; told us Seth Folger had got 150 bbls. Spoke with two Nantucket men;

¢ * Rickotson’s History of New Bedford, p. 58. Mr, Ricketson says: ‘To Joseph Russell, the founder of New Bed-
ford, is also attributed the honor of being the pioneer of the whale-fisbery of New Bedford. It is weoll authenticated
by the statements of several cotomporaries, lately decoased, that Joseph Russell had pursned the business as early as
the year 1755.> Trom what particular portion of the then town of Dartmouth (which also included what is now known
a8 New Bedford, and l'sirhaven) he fitted out his vessels, is uncortain. At that time the land on which stands the
city of New Bedford was unpopulated by the whites, and not a single houss marked the spot, where, within less than

a century thereatter, stands the city from which was fitted out more whaling-vessels than from all the other American
ports combined.”
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they had got one whale between them; hey told that Jenkins & Dunham had got four whales
between them, and Allen & Pease had got 2 whales between them. Lat. 42.57.—Sunday, August
9th. Saw sperm-whales ; struck two, and killed them between us, (nawing their escort).—August
10th. Cut up our blubber into casks; filled 35 hhds.; our partner filled 33 hhds. Judged our-
gelves to be not far from the Banks. Finished stowing the hold.—August 20. Lat. 44 deg. 2 min.
This morning spoke with Thomas Gibbs; had got 110 bbls; told us be had spoke with John Aikin,
and Ephraim Delano, and Thomas Nye. They had got no oil at all. Sounded; got no bottom.
Thomas Gibbs told us we were but two leagues off the Bank.’ The Betsey probably arrived home
about the middle of Septewber. In 1762 she apparently made another voyage, though the jour-
nal up to the 2d of September is missing. On that date they spoke ¢ Shubel Bunker and Bepja-
min Paddock.” On the 3d of September they ¢ Knocked down try-works.”* On the 15th they spoke .
Henry Folger and Nathan Coffin.”

RESTRICTIONS TO AMERICANS WHALING IN GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE.—“About this time
a new element entered into antagonism with colonial whaling in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
vicinity. Scarcely had the eolonists aided to wrest this fishery from the French, when the Eﬁglish
governors, in their turn, strove to keep our vessels from enjoying its benefits. Inthe News-Letter
of Aungust 8, 1765, is the following statement: ¢ Tuesday one of the sloops which bas been on the
‘Whaling Business returned here. We hear that the Vessels employed in the Whale Fishery from
this and the peighbouring Maritime Towns,t amounting to near 100 Sail, have been very successful
this Season in the Gulph of St. Lawrence and Streigths of Belle isle; having, tis said, already made
upwards of 9,000 Barrels of Oil.? But this rosy-colored report was speedily followed by another of
a more somber hue. In August 22, the same paper says: ‘Accounts received from several of our
Whaling Vessels on the Labrador Coast, are, that they meet with Difficulties in regard to their
fishing, in Consequence of Orders from the Commanding Officers on that Station, a Copy of which
are as follows : :

“¢«MEMORANDUM: In Pursuance of the Governor’s Directions, all masters of Whaling Vessels,

. and others whom it inay concern, are hereby most strictly required to observe the following Par-
ticulars, viz:

“¢1 To carry the useless Parts of such Whales as they may catch to at least Three Leagues
from the Shore, to prevent the Damage that the neighbouring Fishers for Cod and Seal sustain
by their being left on the Shore.

“¢2 Not to carry any i’assengers from Newfoundland or the Labradore Coast to any Part of
the Plantations.

“¢3 To leave the Coast by the first of November at farthest.

“t4 Not to fish in any of the Ports or Coasts of Newfoundland lying between Point Richi and
(ape Bonavista. .

“¢5 Not to carry on any Trade or have any Intercourse with the French on any Pretence.

*“* In other words, took them down, From this it is evident that some vessels were prepared for trying out their
oil on board.

“The News-Letter of July 26, 1764, states that one Jonathan Negers, of Dartmouth, while whaling, wes so injured
by a whale’s striking the boat that he died a few days after.”

‘4 It is impossible to apportion the vessels among their proper ports. The vessels from Cape Cod and the north-
ward cleared at Boston; those from the Vineyard, at Nantucket; those at Dartmouth, sometimes at Nantucket and
sometimes at Newport.”
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“¢6 In all your Dealings with the Indians to treat them with the greatest Oivility: observing
not to Impbse on their Ignorance, or to take Advantage of their Necessities. You are also on no
Account to serve themn with spirituous Liquors. )

“¢7 Not to fish for any othor than Whale on this Coast.

“¢Dated on board His Majesty’s sloop Zephyr, at the Isle of Bois, on the Labradore Coast,

the 21st July, 1765.
“+JOHN HAMILTON.

“The issue of November 18 reports that on account of this proclamation the vessels ‘are
returning half loaded.” It was the custom with many early whalemen, especially from the imme-
diate vicinit§ of Boston, to go prepared for either cod or whale fishing, and in the event of the
failure of the ono to have recourse to the other.  All restrictions which are sustained by an armed
force are liable to bo made especially obnoxious by the manner of the enforcement, and this was
no weans a contrary case. It was not at all surprising, then, that the ensuing season’s fishing was
only a repetition of the failure of that of 1765. ‘Since our last,” says the News.Letter, ¢several
Vessels are returned from the Whaling Business, who have not only had very bad Success, but
also have been ill-treated by some of the Cruisers on the Labradore Coast.’ Two ships had been
fitted out from London, the Palliser and the Labradore, for the express purpose of trading, fishing,
and whaling on the coast of Labrador and in the straits of Belle Isle. Capt. Charles Penn, who
came out in them as pilot, left the straits on the 9th of July on his way to Newfoundland. On his
passage he went on board quite a number of whaling-vessels, and reported that they had met with -
very poor success; had got only about twenty whales in the entire fleet. In consequence of this
failure some of them had, accbrding to the time-honored practice, gone to tishing for cod, but had
been interrupted by an armed vessel and by the ‘company’s ships’ (the Palliser and Labradors),
and their catch all taken away from them save what their actual necessities required. This was
done under the pretense that the whole coast was patented to ‘the company,” and by virtue of
orders issued by Hugh Palliser, ¢ governor ¢f Newfoundland, Anticosti, Magdalenes, and Lab-
radore” Palliser’s proclamation, which bore date of April 3, 1766, specified that all British
subjects whaling in that vicinity should choose places on shore where they should land, cut up
their blubber, and make oil as they arrived, but not to select any place which was used in the
cod-fishery. Whalemeu from the plantations might take whales on those coasts, but were only
permitted to land on sowme unoccupied place within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence to cut up and try
out their blubber; and it was particularly specified that they were not to make use of any place
which was used by the British fishermen for the same or a similar purpose. Complaint hdving
been made of the provincial whalemen in regard to their wasto interfering with the cod-tishery,
they were enjoined that they must carry the carcasses of the whales at least three leagues from
the shore. No fishermen from the plantatious were to be allowed to winter on Labrador., And
then Capt. John Hamilton, ‘of H. M. sloop of war Merlin, Lieut. Gov. of Labradore,” &ec., issued
his proclamation : ‘This is to give Notice to all Whalers from the Plantations, that they are
allowed to fish for Whales only, on the Coast of Labradore, that if they are found to have any
other Fish on Board, the Fish will be seized, and they excluded the Beuefit of Whale-fishery this
season ; and on no Protence to trade with the Indians ; whatever they shall purchase will be con-
fiscated, and after this Notice their Vessels liable to be seized, &e. Captain Hamilton’s decree
bore the date of June 25, 1766.

“The result of these arbitrary measures was that the whalemen left those seas and went off
the Banks, The close of the season witnessed the return of thoe whaling fleet with but indifferent
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success.* Naturally those interested (and this included the wealthiest merchants and the most
skillful mechanics, as well as the most indefatigable mariners) felt aggrieved. It seented scarcely
in consonance with the colonial ideas of j.ustice, crude as those notions appeared to the English
nobility, that the beneficial results of a conquest which they almost single-handed had made, and
for defraying the expense of which Ingland had declined any remuneration, should be diverted
to the sole benefit of those alone who were residents of the British Isles. Merchants in London,
too, whose heaviest and most profitable trade was with the provinces, joined their voices in
denouncing this wrong. During the early winter the report came that Palliser’s regulations were
suspended until the ministry and Parliament had time to consider the subject. The matter had
already, late in the last whaling season, been brought to the attention of the goverxior of New-
foundland, and he issued the following supplementary edict, which appeared in the Boston papers
of January, 1767 : ,

¢« By His Excellency Hugh Palliser, Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland, the Coast of Labradore and all the Territories dependent thereupon:

‘¢ Whereas a great many Vessels from Ilis Blujesty’sxl’lantzftions employed in the Whale-
Fishery resort to that Part of the Gulph of St. Lawrence and the Coast of Labradore which is
within this Government: and as I have been informed that some Apprehensions have arisen
amongst them that by the Regulations made by me relating to the different Fisheries in those
Parts, they are wholly precluded from that Coast : :

@< Notice is hereby given, That the King’s officers stationed in those Parts have always had
my Orders to protect, assist and encourage by every Means in their Power, all Vessels from the
Plantations employed in the Whale-Fishery, coming within this Government; and, pursuant to
his Majesty’s Orders to me, all Vessels from the Plantations will be admitted to that Coast on the
same Footing as they bave ever been admitted in Newfoundland ; the ancient Practices and Cus-
toms established in Newfoundland respecting the Cod Fishery; under the Act of Parliament
passed in the 10 and 11th Years of William IIId commonly called The Fishing Act, always to be
observed.t ' : '

¢ And by my Regulations for the Encouragement of the Whale Fisheries, they are also under
certain necessary Restrictions therein prescribed, permitted to land and cut up their Whales in
Labradore; this is a Liberty that has never been allowed them in Newfoundland, because of the
Danger of prejudicing the Cod-Fishery carried on by our adventurer’s Ships, and by Boat-Keepers
from Britain, lawfully qualified with Ifishing-Certificates according to the aforementioned Act,
who are fitted out at a very great Risquo and Expence in complying with said Act, therefore they
must not be liable to have their Voyages overthrown, or rendered precarious by any Means, or by
‘ any other Vessels whatever. And, Whereas great Numbers of the Whaling Crews arriving from
the Plantations on the Coast of Labradore early in the Spring considering it as a lawless Country
are guilty of all Sorts of Outrages before the Arrival of the King’s Ships, plundering whoever they

“* The Boston News-Letter mentions the arrival of Capt. Poter Wells at that port from whaling August 18, 1766.
Under date of October 2, the News-Lettersays : ¢ Since our last a Number of Vessels have arrived from Whaling, They
have not been successful genorally. One of themn viz: Capt. Clark ou Thursday Morning last discovering a Sperma-
ceti Whale near George’s Banks, mann’d his Boat, and gave Chase to ber, & she coming up with her jaws against the
Bow of the Boat struck it with such Violence that it threw a Son of the Captain; (who was forward ready with his
Lance) a considerable Height from the Boat, and when he fell the Whale turned with her devouring Jaws opened,
and caught him. He was heard 4o scream, when she closed her Jaws, and part of his Body was seen out of her Mouth,
when she turned, and went off,” ”

““ Duties on oil imported in British ships were romitted, the commander and one-third of each crew being British.
Daties were also remitted on fat, furs, and tusks of seal, bear, walrus, or other marine animal taken in the Greenland
seas. By other acts the imported materials to be used in outfitting wero made non-dutiable, and bounties were estab-
lished, amounting in the final aggregate to 40s, por ton.” ' '
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find on the Coast too weak to resist the.m, obstructing our Ship Adventurers from Britain by sundry
Ways, banking amongst their Boats along the Coast, which ruins the Coast-Fishery, and is contrary
to the most ancient and most strictly observed Rule of the Fishery, and must not be suffered on
Account; also by destroying their Fishing-Works on Shore, stealing their Boats, Tackle and
- Utensils, 'ﬁring the Woods all along the Coast, and bunting for and plundering, taking away or
murdering the poor Indian Natives of the Country; by these Violences, Barbarities, and other
notorious Crimes and Enormities, that Coast is in the utmost Confusion, and with respect to the
Indians is kept in a State of War. IFor preventing these Practices in future Notice is hereby given,
That the King’s Officers stationed in those Parts, are authorized and strictly directed, to appre-
hend all such Offenders within this Government, and to bring them to me to be tried for the same
at the General Assizes at this Place: And for the better Government of that Country, for regulat-
ing the Fisheries, and for protecting Iis Majesty’s Subjeets from Insults from the Indians, I have
His Majesty’s Commands to errect Block-Houses, and establish Guards along that Coast. This
Notification is to be put in the Harbours in Labradore, within my Government, and through the
Favour of His Excellency Governour Bernard, Copies thereof will be put up in the Ports within
the Province of Massachusetts, where the Whalers mostly belong, for their Information before the
next Fishing Season.
¢ ¢ Given under my Hand at St. John's in Newfoundland, this First Day of August, 1766.
» “«¢<HUGH PALLISER.
#¢ By Order of His Excellency,
“é¢JN°. HORSNAILL)

&« There can scarcely be a'doubt but that the indiscrotions of the whalemen were much magni-
fied (if indeed they really existed) in this pronunciamento of Governor Ialliser, for the sake of
bolstering up the former one. The whalemen of those days were far from being the set of graceless
scamps which he represents them to be. Probably there was here and there a renogade. It would
be quite impossible to find in so large a number of men that all were strict observers of the laws,
Self-preservation, if no more humane wotive existed, militated against the acts of which he
complained. The whalemen were accustomed to visit the coast for supplies, in many cases several
times a year; usually on their arrival in those parts they stood in for some portion of the coast
and ‘wooded;’ and it is hardly credible that they should wantonly destroy the stores they so much
needed, or make cnemies on a coast where they might at any time be compelled to land. The
colonial governors quite often made the resources under their control a source of revenue for
themselves, and the fact of the modification of Palliser’s first proclamation ouly under pressure of
the King and Parliament would seem to indicate personal interest in keeping whalemen from the
colonies away from the territory under his control.

“]t is quite evident that even with this modification the colonial fishermen did not feel that
confidence in the Saint Lawrence and Belle Isle fishery that they folt when it was first opened to
them, for a report from Charleston, S. C., dated June 19, 1767, states that on ¢ the 22d ultimo put
in here a sloop belonging to Rhode Island, from a whaling voyage in the southern latitudes, having
proved successful about ten days before. The master informs us that near fifty New England
vessels have been on the whale fishery in the same latitndes this season by way of experiment.’®
Over the open sea fortune-seeking governors could exercise no control, and there our seamen
probably felt they could pursue their game without let or hindrance. , Whales at that time
abounded along the edge of the Gulf Stream, and there they continued to be found for some years,

‘# Boston News-Letter.”
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shiftng their ground gradually as their fierce captors encroached more and more upon them to the
vicinity of the Western and Leeward Islands, the Cape de Verdes, the Brazil Banks, and beyond.
Some few whalemen, in spite of the restrictions, still visited the newly-opened fishing-ground.

“The general results of the various voyages were on the whole good, and other places began .
to feel the stimulus of a desire to compete. Providence took part, and early in 1768 several vessels
were fitted out from that port for this pursuit. New York, too, entered the lists, and Mr. Robert
Murray and the Messrs. Fraunklin fitted a sloop for the same purpose, and she sailed on the 19th
of April of that year.* The town of Newport manifested great activity.

¢TIt was currently reported in the colomies, during the early part of 1767, that the irksome
restrictions upon whaling were to be entirely removed ; petitions to that effect had been presented
to the home government, and « favorable result was hoped for, and early in 1768 the straits of
Davis and Belle Isle were again vexed by the keels of our fishermen, as many as fifty or sixty
anchoring in Canso Harbor in April of that year, a few of them bound for the former locality, but
the majority of them cruising in the vicinity of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and Newfoundland.t
Two whaling sloops from Nantucket, one commanded by ——— Coleman, and the other by
Coffin, were lost this season in the Straits of Belle Isle, and the crews were saved by Captain
Hamilton, of the Merlin sloop of war, who also aided them in saving the sails, rigging, and stores

from the wrecks. The fishery in those parts was quite unsuccessful, many vessels, up to the last
of August, having taken little or no oil.{

“In 1768 there sailed from Nantucket ¢ighty sail of vessels of an average burden of 756 tons,
and probably fully as many more from other ports—Cape Cod, Dartwouth, Boston, Providence,
Newport, Warren, Falmouth (Cape Cod), and perhaps other ports being represented—and the -
voyages being undertaken to Davis Strait, straits of Belle Isle, Grand Banks, Gulf of Saint Law-
rence, and Western Islands. Karly in the season the Western Island fleet appears to Iia,ve done
little, but by the middle of September they had obtained an average of about 165 barrels. The
northern fleet probably did pearly as well, as numerous instances occur of vessels spoken late in
the summer and in the early fall with from 100 to 150 and cven as high as 200 barrels. Assuming,
then, that one hundred and forty vessels returned with an average produce of 150 barrels (which
was the actual average import at Nantucket), and we have as the result of the season’s fishing
21,000 barrels, worth, at £18 per ton, the ruling price, £47,200, or about $236,000.”

PROSPERITY OF WHALE FISHERY, 1770 1o 1775.—%‘¢Between the years 1770 and 1775,
says Macy, ‘the whaling business increased to an extent hitherto unparalleled. In 1770 there

¢+ * There seems to be no accessible report of this vessel’s return, and henco the degreo of success or failure of her
voyage is a matter of doubt. The people of Nantucket were reported to have made £70,000 in 1767.” .

“tFrom a log-book kept by Isaial Eldredge, of the sloop Tryall, of Dartmouth, which sailed April 25, 1763, for the
straits of Belle Isle. She cleared from Nantuclket, as Dartmouth was not then a port of entry. On Friday, April 29,
she was at anchor in Canso Harbor, with fifty or sixty other whalemen. Saturday, May 7, left Crow Harbor and at
night anchored-in Man-of-War Cove, Canso Gut, * with about sixty sail of whalemen.” Tho vessels were continually
beset with ice, and on the 23d of May they cleared their decks of snow, which was ¢ almost over shoes deep.” They
killed their first whale on the 22d of July. The larger number of vessels wero spoken in pairs, which was the usual
manner of eruising. Thesloop returned to Dartmounth on the 5th of November. Thiglog runs to 1775, and commonces
again in 1785, ending in 1797, with occasional breaks where leaves are cut out.”

1 In October, 1767, a whaling sloop, belonging to Nantucket, arrived at the bar off that port, on board of which
wero four Indians, who had had some dispute at sea and agrecd to settle it on their return. As the vessel lay at
anchor the officors and crew—oxcept three white men and these Indians—went ashoroe. The whites being asleep in
the cabin, the Indians went on deck, divided into two parties, and, armivg themselves with whaling lances, com-
menced the afiray. The two on one side were killed immediately, the other two were unburt. Tho white men
hearing the affray, rushed upon deck, and, seeing what was done, sccured the murderegs. In November of the same
year some Newburyport fishermen were astounded at perceiving their vessel hurried through the water at an alarming
rate withont the aid of sails. Upon investigating the cause, it was found that the anchor was fast to a whale (or vice
versa), and the cable was cut, relieving them of their unsolicited propelling power.—(Boston News-Letter. )”
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were a little more than one hundred vessels engaged; and in 1775 the number exceeded one
hundred and fifty, some of them large brigs. The employment of s0 great and such an increasing
capital may lead our readers to suppose that a corresponding profit was realized, but a careful
examination of the circumstances under which the business was carried on will show the fallacy of
such a conclusion. Many branches of labor were conducted by those who were immediately
interested in the voyages. The young men, with few exceptions, were brought up to some trade
necessary to the business. The rope-maker, the cooper, the blacksmith, the carpenter—iu fine,
the workmen were either the ship-owners or of their household ; so were often the officers and men
who pavigated the vessels and killed the whales. While a ship was at sea, the owners at home
were busily employed in the manufacture of casks, irou-work, cordage, blocks, and other articles
for the succeeding voyage. Thus the profits of the labor were enjoyed by those interested in the
fishery, and voyages were rendered advantageous even when the oil obtained was barely sufficient
to pay the outfits, estimating the labor as a part thereof. This mode of conducting the business
was universal, and has continued to a very considerable extent to the present day [1835]. Xxperi-
ence taught the people how to take advantage of the different markets for their oil.  Their sperma-
ceti 0il was mostly sent to England in its unseparated state, the bead matter being generally
mixed with the body oil, for in the early part of whaling it would bring no more when separated
than when mixed. The whale oil, which is the kind procured from the species called *right whales,
was shipped to Boston or elsewhere in the colonies, and there sold for country consumption, or
sent to the West Indies.’*”

DEPREDATIONS BY PRIVATEERS AND PIRATES.—‘ The seas continued to be infested with
French and Spanish privateers and pirates,t and whalemen, especially those frequenting the ocean
in the vicinity of the Western Islands, were, from the very nature of their employment, constantly
liable to depredations from these corsairs, whether legalized or lawless. In March, 1771, the sloop
Neptune, Captain Nixon, arrived in Newport from the Mole, bringing with him portions of the crows
of three Dartmouth whalemen, who had been taken on the south side of Hispaniola by & Spanish
guarda coasta. These vessels were commanded by Capts. Silas Butler, William Roberts, and
Richard Welding. Another whaling vessel, belonging to Martha’s Vineyard, commanded by
Ephraim Pease, was also taken at about the same time, but released in order to put on board of her
the remaining prisoners. At this time Pcase had taken 200 barrels of oil, and the Dartmouth ves-
sels, which were carried into Saint Domingo, 100 barrels. These captures were made on the 11th
of February.}

“ But it did not always happen that whalemen fell 50 easy a prey to predatory vessels. A
little strategy sometimes availed them when a forcible resistance would have been out of the ques-

¢ * Bancroft suys (Hist. U. 8., v, p. 263), in 1765 thoe colonists were not aullowed to export the chief products of their
industry, such as sugar, tobacco, cotton, wool, indigo, ginger, dyeing-woods, whaleboune, &c., to any place but Great
Britain—not even to Ireland. Save in the matter of salt, wines, victuals, borses, and servants, Great Britain was
not only the sole market for the products of America, but the only storehouse for its supplies.

“'Thig stringency wust, owever, have beon somewhat relaxed as regards oil, for the Boston News-Letter of Soptem-
ber 8, 1768, gives tho report from London, dated July 13, that the whale and cod fisheries of New England * this
season promised to turn out extremely advantageous, many ships fully laden baving already been sent to the Medi-
terranean markots.” Tho succoss of the Americans seems to have again aroused the jealousy of their English bretbren,
for in this year an offort was made in Parlinment to revive the bounty to English whalemen, with the intent to weaken
the Ameorican fishery.”

“tThe word ‘pirate ’ seoms to have been in those duys of 4 somewhat ambiguous signification, and was quite as
likely to mean a privateer as u corsair.”

¢4 Tho men who came home with Captain Nixon were Oliver Price, Pardon Slocum, and Philip Harkins,—(Boston
News-Letter,)” .
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tion, and it may be easily believed that men to whom danger and hairbreadth escapes were part
of their every-day life would scarcely submit supinely when there was any chance in their favor.
A notable instance of this kind oceurred in April, 1771, Two Nantucket whaling sloops, com-
manded respectively by Isaiah Chadwick and Obed Bunker, were lying at anchor in the harbor of
Abaco, when a ship appeared off the mouth of the harbor with her signals set for assistance.’
With that readiness to aid distressed shipmates which has ever been a distinguishing trait of
American whalemen, one of the captains with a boat’s crew made up of men from each sloop
hastened to render such help as was in their power. The vessel’s side reached, the captain imme-
diately boarded her to find what was desired, and much to his surprise had a pistol presented to
his head by the officer in command with a peremptory demand that he should pilot the ship into
the harbor. He assured ’ghe commander that he was a stranger there, but that there was a man
in his boat who was acquainted with the port. The man was called and persuaded in the same
manner in which the captain had been. The argument used to demonstrate the prudence of his
compliance with the request being so entirely unanswerable the man performed the service, anchor-
ing the ship where a point of land lay between her and the sloops. This being done the boat was
dismissed aud the men returned to their vessels. The Nantucket captains now held a consultation
as to what course should be pursued. Those who had been on board the ship noticed that thc
men seemed to be all armed. They also obsefved, walking alone in the cabin, a man, The con-
clusion arrived at was that the ship was in the hands of pirates and the man in the cabin was the
former captain, and measures were immediately inaugurated to secure the vessel and crew. To
this end an invitation was extended to the usurping captain, his officers, and passengers to dine on
board one of the sloops. The courtesy was accepted, and the pirate captain and his boatswain,
with the displaced captain as representative of the passengers, repaired on board the sloop. Aft(*r
a short time he became uneasy, and proposed to return to his own vessel, but he was seized by the .
whalemen and bound fast and his intentions frustrated. The actnal captain now explained the
situation, which-was that the ship sailed from Bristol (R. 1. ?) to the coast of Africa, from thence
carried a cargo of slaves to the West Indies,’and was on her return home with- a cargo of sugar
when the mutiny occurred, it being the intention of the mutineers to become pirates, a business at
that time quite thrifty and promising. Our fishermen now told the boatswain that if he would go
on board the ship and bring the former mate, who was in irons, and aid in reeapturing the vessel,
they would endeavor to have him cleared from the penalties of the law, and they prudently inti-
mated to him that there was a man-of-war within two hours’ sail from which they could obtain
force enough to overpower his associates. As a further act of prudence, they told him they would
"set a certain signal when they had secured help from the ship of war.

° “The boatswain not returning according to the agreement made, one sloop weighed anchor
and stood toward the pirate ship as though to pass on one side of her.  As she approached, the
mutineers shifted their guns over to the side which it seemed apparent she would pass and trained
them so as to sink her as she sailed by. But those who navigated the sloop were fully alive to
these purposes, and as she neared the ship her course was suddch]y changed and she swept by on
the other side and was out of range of the guns before the buccancers eould recover from their
surprise and reshift and retrain their cannon. On the sloop stood upon her course till they were
out of sight of the ship, then tacking, the signal agreed with the boatswain was set and she was
steered boldly for the corsair. As she hove in sight, the pirates, recognizing the sign, and believ-
ing an armed force from the man-of-war was on board the whaling vessel, fled precipitately to the
shore, where they were speedily apprehended on their character being known, The whalemen
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immediately boarded their prize, released the mate, and carried the ship to New Providence, where
a bounty of 82,500 was allowed them for the capture and where the chief of the mutineers was
hanged.”*

SUPERIOR SEAMANSHIP OF AMERICAN WHALEMEN.—*“About this time Dr. Benjamin
Frapklin, being in London, was questioned Ly the merchants there respecting the difference in
time betweell the voyages of the merchantmen to Rhode Island and the English packets to New
York. The variation, which was something like fourteen days, was a source of much annoyance
to the English Lﬁerch;mts, and believing the place of destination might have something to do with
it, they seriously contomplated withdrawing the packets from New York and dispatching them to
Rhode Island. In this dilemma they consulted Dr. Franklin. A Nantucket captain, named Fol-
ger,t who was a relative of the doctor’s, being then in London, Franklin sought his opinion.
Captain Folger told him that the merchautmen were commanded by men from Rhode Island who
were acquainted with the Gulf Streamn and the effect of its currents, and in the passage to America
made use of this knowledge. Of this the English captains were ignorant, not from lack of repeated
warnings, for they had been often told that they were stemming a current which was running at
the rate of 3 miles an hour, and that if the wind was light the stream would set them back
faster than the breeze would send them ahead, but they were too wise to be advised by simple
American fishermen, and s0 persevered in their own course at a loss of from two to three weeks on
overy trip. By Frauklin’s request, Captain Folger made a sketch of the stream, with directions
how to use or avoid its currents, and this sketch, made over a century ago, is substantially the same
as is found on charts of the present day. ¢The Nantucket whalemen,’ suys Frankling ¢being
extremely well acquainted with the Gulph Stream, its course, strength, and extent, by their con-
stant practice of whaling on the edges of it from their island quite down to the Bahamas, this draft
of that stream was obtained of one of them, Captain Folger, and caused to be engraved on the old
chart in London for the benefit of navigators by B. Franklin.

¢ Notwithstanding this information so kindly volunteered to them, and notwithstanding the
fact that the Falmouth captains were furnished with the new charts, they still persisted in sailing
their old course. There is a point where perseverance degenerates into something more ignoble;
it would seem as though at this date these sclf-sufficient captains had about attained that point.”

Loss OF AMERIOAN WHALING VESSELS.—¢In 1772 two whaling sloops from Nantucket,
with 150 barrels of oil éach, were captured by a Spanish brig and sloop oftf Matanzas.§ In Decem.
ber of the same year, the brig Leviathan, Lathrop, sailed from Rhode Island for the Brazil Banks
on a whaling voyage. On the 25th of Jaunuary they lowered for whales, and in the chase the
mate’s boat (Brotherton Daggett) lost sight of the brig, but the crew were picked up at sea and
brought home by another vessel.

“In 1773 quite a fleet of American whalers were on the coast of Africa, no less than fourteen
being reported as coming from that ground, and probably there were as many more of whom no

¢* Boston News-Lotter.”

“+ Works of Irauklin, iii, p. 353. Probably Capt. Timothy Folger, s man who was prominent for many years in
tho history of Nantucket.”

““{ Works of I'ranklin, iii, p. 364. In a note Franklin says: ¢ The Nantucket captains, who are acquainted with
this stream, make their voyages from Lngland to Boston in as short a time genorally as others take in going from
Boston to England, viz, from twenty to thirty days.’ Quite a number of Boston puckets to and from England were
at this time and for many years after commanded by Nantucket men,”

“¢ In May, 1770, aocording to the Boston Nows-Lettor, no less than nineteen vessels cleared from Rhodo Island,
whaling. The Post-Boy for October 14, 1771, is rospousible for the following: ¢ We learn from Edgartowr that a
vessel lutoly arrived thero {rowm o whaling voyage, and in hor voyage, ons Marshall Jenkins, with others, being in a
boat which struck o whale, she turned and bit the boat in two, took Jenkins in her moutl, and went down with him;
bat on her rising threw bim into one part of the boat, whouce ho was tuken on board the vessel by the crew, being
much bruised, aud in a fortnight after he perfectly rocovered. This ascount we have from undoubted authority.’”
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report was made. One brig from Boston, while off the coast of Sierra Leone, sent a boat ashore
with gix men to procure water. The boat was seized and the crew all massacred by the natives.
In the spring of the following year a sloop owned by Gideon Almy, of Tiverton, and another belong-
. ing to Boston, were seized, while watering aut Hispaniola, by a French frigate, carried into Port au
Prince and there condemned.*
¢In 1774 a report came by the wuy of Fayal that a small American whaling brig was lying in
- the harbor of Rio Janciro with only her eaptain and three men on board. It appearsthat, putting
in there for refreshments,t in the summer of 1773, a portion of her crew were, ¢ by fair or foul
means,’ induced to ship on a Portugucse snow i for a three months’ wﬁalmg voyage. The snow
was provided with barpoons and other whaling craft, made after the English models, and was
cruising for sperm whales, a business altogether new to the Portuguese, who had been hitherto
ignorant of any but the right whale, and bad never ventured even in the pursuit of them out of
sight of land. The brig still lay there in October, 1773, waiting the return of her men.§”
CONDITION OF THE FISHERY AT OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.— In 1774 the
whale fishery in the colonies must have been in the full tide of success. There were probably fitted
out annually at this time no less than 360 vessels of various-kinds, with an aggregate burden of
nearly 33,000 tons, and employing directly about 4,700 men, and indirectly an immensely greater
number. Despite the depredations of French and Spanish privateers the fishery continued to
tlourish. The annual production from 1771 to 1775 was probably at least 45,000 barrels of sperma-
ceti oil and 8,500 barrels of right-whale oil, and of bone nearly or In the

v “ * Boston Nows-Letter.”

¢t Bome vessels never dropped anchor in a port from the day they sailed until vheir return; but scurvy was very
apt to manifest itself where a crew was so long deprived of fresh provisions.”

“ $¢A snow is a vessel equipped with two masts resembling the main and forewasts of a ship, and a third small
mast, abaft the wainmast, earrying a trysail. These vessels were much used in the merchant service at the time of
the Revolution.” (Lossing’s led Book, ii, p. 846, note.)”

: ¢ § Boston News-Letter,”

‘|l State of the whale fishery in Maasacluweua, 1771 10 1775.

VLnsl 1s fitted un-. Vessela fitted an- l Seawmen Spenu oil | Whale oil
Ports. uually for north- | nuaily for soutb- | taken on- | taken an-
| erfifishery. . cru fishery. employ "d nually. nually.
S PRSP
1
' No. : Tona. No. Tons. i " Barrels. Larrels.
NADUCKOT cneveenneaeennnend] 63 4,575 85, 10,200 2,025 96, 000 4,000
WOLlHEot. ... ocoeeeneeiannnevannns L2001 1,600 10 1,000 ° 420 2, 250 1,250
Dart,mouth ....................... 60 | 4, 600 ‘ 20 2,000 : 1, 040 7,200 1,400
) A Y T 1! B 1, 120 } PER 200 100
Martha'e Vineyard............... 12 720 e [oeeeiiinnns 156 000 ! 300
Barnstable .........cooooiii.L. 2 | 180 fooocifieiins 26 P2
Boston .. . R I T % T R ¥ 700 260 | " ° 1,800 600
almuuth(CapeCod) ............ 4! 300 teeee e 52 400 ............
SWBRZOY «ooooeeirreae e 4! 500 . : 52 00 ;.
183 I 13,820 - llll i 14,020 ' 4,050 30,390 ! 7, 650

‘‘ These statistics are from Joftferson’s report, and wero g(mthucd for hin by governor ol \l.m‘-) 1ehinsotts.
““According to Pitkin, among the exports of the colonies, including Newifoundland, Buhunms, and Bermudas, were,
for the year 1770 : .

Great South of | West o o |
Britain. Ireland Earope. | Indies. Afvica. | Total. !
l Sperm candles pounds..| 4,865 460 | 14,187 | 851,625 7,906 379,012
L Whalo Ot . e e tons.. 5202 | 22 176 | 208 [.......... . 5,607
Whalebone. . ..ooeeeeennn. vounds..| 112,871 [.......oifeeveennentfroreeainoaauii.. [ 112, 971
|

A Va.l.ue, sterling : Sperm candles, £:23,688 4s. 6d.; whale oil, £83,012 15s. 9d.; bone, £19,121 7s. d.”
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various sea-port towns from which this pursuit was carried on, in Nantucket, Wellfleet, Dartmouth,
Lynn, Martha’s Vineyard, Barnstable, Boston, Falmouth, and Swanzey, in Massachusetts, in New-
port, Providence, Warren, and Tiverton, in Rhode Island, in New London, Connecticut, Sag Harbor,
on Long Island, the merry din of the ¢ yo heave ho’ of the sailors was heard; the ring of the
blacksmith’s hammer and anvil made cheery music; the coopers, with their hammers and drivers,
kept time to the tramp of their feet as round and round the casks they marched, tightening more
and wore the bands that bound together the vessels which should hold ‘the precious oil; and the
creaking of the blocks as the vessels unloaded their freight or the riggers fitted them anew for
fresh conquests, and the rattle of the hurrying teams as they carried off the product of the last
voyage or brought the necessaries for the future one, lent their portion of animation to the scene.
Everywhere was hurry and bustle; everywhere all were employed; none that thirsted for employ-
ment went away unsatisfied. If a vessel made a bad voyage, the owners, by no means dispirited,
again fitted her out, trusting in the next one to retrieve the loss; if she mmade a profitable one the
proceeds were treasured up to offset a possible failure in some future cruise. ‘On all sides were
thrift and happiness.

‘¢ But a change was near, ‘A cloud, at first no bigger than a man’s hand, was beginning to
overshadow the whole heaven of their commercial prosperity. The colonies, driven to desperation
by the heartless cruelty of their mother country, prepared to stay further aggression, and resent
at the mouth of the cannon and the point of the bayonet the insults and injuries that for a decade
of years had been heaped upon them ; and the English ministry, against the earnest entreaty of
British merchants on both sides of the Atlantic, prepared also to enforce its desires by a resort to
arms.*

*The first industry to feel the shock of the approaching storm was the fisheries. Massachu-
setts, the center of this pursuit, was to the English ministers the very focus of the insurrectionary
talk and action, and ‘the first step,’ says Banecroft, ‘toward inspiring terror was to declare Massa-
chusetts in a state of rebellion, and to pledge the Parliament and the whole force of Great Britain
to its reduction; the next, by prohibiting the American fisheries, to starve New England ; the
next, to excite a servile insurrection.’t

¢ Accordingly on the 10th of February, 1775, the ministry introduced into Parliament a bill
restricting the trade and commerce of Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and
Rbode Island to Great Britain, Ireland, and the British West Indies, and prohibiting the colonies
from carrying on any fishery on the Banks of Newfou ndland or any other part of the North
American coast.§ ¢The best ship-builders in the world were at Boston, and their yards had been
closed ; the New England fishermen were now to be restrained from a toil in which they excelled
the world. Thus the joint right to the fisheries was made a part of the great American struggle.’§
To this bill there was a small but active and determined opposition, both in the House of Lords
and House of Commons. It was urged on the part of the ministry that the fisheries were the
property of England, and it was with the English Government to do as they pleased with them.
To this opinion the minority strenuously demurred. ¢God and nature,” said Johnston, ‘have
given that fishery to New England and not to Old.’|| It was also argued by the friends of Amer-
ica that if the American fishery was destroyed the occupation must inevitably fall into the hands
of the natural rivals of Great Britain. Despite the offorts of the little band the bill was received

¢¢*The coloninl trade had become to many English merchants and manufacturors a matter of great importanoce, and
the loss of it wonld be a rerious misfortuno. One of the indnstries which would feol the deprivation most strongly
was the manufacture of cordage, of which the Americans were by far tho chiefost purchasers in the English market.”
‘4 Banoroft’s United States, vii, p. 222, I'sbruary, 1775.” ¢ Eng. Annual Reg., 1775, p. 78.”
‘¢ § Banoroft’s United States, vii, p. 239.” S Ikid”
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by a vote of 261 to 85, and passed through its various stages. As each phase was reached the
act was fought determinedly but uselessly and lopelessly. The merchants and traders of London
petitioned against it, and the American merchants secured the services of David Barclay to con-
duct the examination of those who were called to testify by the friends and opponents of the bill.*
‘It was said that the cruelty of the bill exceeded the examples of hostile rigor with avowed
enemies ; that in all the violence of our most dangerous wars it was an established rule in the
marine service to spare the coast-fishing craft of our declared enemies; always considering that
we waged war with nations, and not with private individuals.’t

¢ Tt was claimed that by the provisions of the bill much hardship must fall upon many people
who were already at sea, and who, from the very nature of their occupations, must be innocent.
¢The case of the inhabitants of Nantucket was particularly hard. This extraordinary people,
amounting to between five and six thousand in number, nine-tenths of whom are Quakers, inhabit
a barren island, 156 miles long by 3 broad, the products of which were scarcely capable of
maintaining twenty families. TFrom the only harbor which this sterile island contains, with-
out natural products of any sort, the inhabitants, by an astonishing industry, keep an 140 vessels
in constant employment. Of these, eight were employed in the importation of provisions for the
island and the rest in the whale fishery.’ A petition was also presented from the English Quakers
in bebalf of their brethren at Nantucket, in which they stated the innocence of the inhabitants
of that island, ¢ their industry, the utility of their labors both to themselves and the community,
the great hazards that attended their occupation, and the uncertainty of their gains; and showed
that if the bill passed info a law, they must in 2 little time be exposed to all the dreadful miseries
of famine. The singular state and circumstances of these people, occasioned some attention to be
paid to them. A gentleman on the side of the administration said, that on a principle of humanity
bhe would move that a clause should be added to the bill to prevent the operation from extending
to any whale ships which sailed before the 1st of March, and were at that time the property of
the people of Nantucket.’{

¢« ¢The bill, says a reviewer of the time, ¢ was attacked on every ground of policy and govern-
ment; and with the greatest strength of language and height of colorfng. The minority made
amends for the smallness of their numbers by their zeal and activity. * * * Evil principles/
they contended, ¢ were prolific; the Boston port bill begot this New England bill; this will beget
a Virginia bill; and that again will become the progenitor of others, until, one by one, Parliament
bas rained all its colonies, and rooted up all its commerce ; until the statute book becomes nothing
but a black and bloody role of proscriptions; a frightful code of rigor and tyranny; a monstrous
digest of acts of penalty and incapacity and general attainder ; and that wherever it is opened it
will present a title for destroying some trade or ruining some province.’§

« It was during the debate upon this bill that Burke made that eloquent defense of the colonies
which has rung in the ears of every boy born or bred in a sea-port town since the day it was uttered.

“* Among the evidence given was much tending to show the importance of the colonial trade. It appeared that
in 1764 New England employed in tho fisheries 45,880 tons of shipping and 6,002 mon, the product amounting to
£322,220 16s. 34, sterling in forcign markets; that all the materials nsed in the building and equipping of vessels,
excepting salt and lumber, were drawn from England, and the net proceeds were also remitted to that country;
that neither the whale nor cod fishery could be carried ob so successfully from Newfoundland or Great Britain as
from North America, for the natural advantages of America could neither be counteracted nor supplied; that, if the
fishery was transferred to Nova Scotia or Quebec, Government would bave to furnish the capital, for they had neither
vessels nor men, and these must come from New England; that it munst take time to make the change, and the trade
would inevitably be lost; and that American fishermen had such an aversion to the military government of Halifax,
and ‘so invincible an aversion to the loose habits and manners of the people, that nothing could induce them to
remove thither, even supposing them reduced to the necessity of emigration.’—(Eng. Annunal Reg.)”

¢ tEng. Annnal Reg., 1775, p. 80.” % Ibid., p. 85.” ’ “§ Ihid., p 85.”
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¢For some time past, Mr. Speaker,’ said Burke, ‘has tho Old World been fed from the Néw. The
scarcity which you have felt would have been a desolating famine, if this child of your old age—
if America—with a true filial piety, with a Roman charity, had not put the full breast of its
youthful exuberance to the mouth of its exhausted parent. Turning {rom the agricultural resources
of the colonies, consider the wealth which they have drawn from the sea by their fisheries. The
spirit in which that enterprising employment has been exercised ought to raise your esteem and
admiration. Pray, sir, what in the world is equal to it? Pass by the other parts, and look at
the manner in which the people of New England have of late carried on the whale fishery, Whilst
we follow them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and behold them penetrating into the
deepest frozen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and Davis’ Straits, whilst we are looking for them
beneath the Arctic Circle, we hear that they have pierced into the opposite region of polar cold,
that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the frozen serpent of the south. Falkland
Island, which seemed too remote and romantic an object for the grasp of national ambition, is but:
a stage and resting-place in the progress of their victorious industry.* Nor is the equinoctial
heat more discouraging to them than the accumulated winter of both the poles. We know that
whilst some of them draw the line and strikke the harpoon on the coast of Africa, others run the
longitude, and pursue their gigantic game along the coast of Brazil. No sea but what is vexed
by their fisheries. No climate that is not a witness to their toils. Neither the perseverance of
Holland, nor the activity of France, nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enterprise,
ever carried this most perilous mode of hardy industry to the extent to which it has been pushed
by this recent people; a people who are still, as it were, but in the gristle, and not yet hardened
into the bone, of manhood. When I contemplate these things; when I know that the colonies
in general owe little or nothing to any care of ours, and that they are not squeezed into this happy
form by the constraints of a watchful and suspicious Government, but that, through a wise and
salutary neglect, a generous nature has been suffered to take her own way to perfection; when I
reflect upon these effects, when I see how profitable they have been to us, I feel all the pride of
power sink, and all presumption in the wisdom of human contrivances melt, and die away within
me. My rigor relents. I pardon something to the spirit of liberty. .

“But elogquence, logic, arguments, facts availed nothing. The bill became a law. In the
upper house of Parliament, where a minority fought the bill' as determinedly as the minor part of
the Commons, fifteen lords entered a protest against it. The island of Nantucket was, for the
reasons enumerated, relieved somewhat from its extremest features, a fact which did not escape
the surveillance of the provincial authorities, who in their turn restricted the exportation of pro-
visions from any portion of the colonies, save the Massachusetts Bay, to that island, and the
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts further prohibited any exportation from that colony, save
under certain regulations.t But, like the mother country, the colonies )lelded to the behests of
humanity and relaxed their stringency in regard to this island.

“At an early day after the formal opening of the issue of battle between England and the
plantations, the general court of Massachusetts passed a resolve, directing ‘that from and after
the fifteenth Day of August instant, no Ship or Vessell should sail out of any port in this Colony,
on any whaling Voyage whatever, without leave first had and obtained from the Great and Goneral

4 *At this time the I"alkland Islands were the subject of considerable acrimony between the English, Spanish, and
Brazilian Governments. According to Freeman (Iist. Cape Cod, ii, p. 539, note), the people of Truro were the first
of our American whalemon to go to the Falklands. Yo 1774 Capts. David Smith and Gamaliel Collins, at the sug-
gestion of Adiniral Montague, of the British navy, made voyages there on that pursuit, in which they were very
suoocessfnl.”

% ¢ Mass. Col. MSS., Provincial Congress, i, p. 300.”
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Court of this Colony, or from some Committee or committees or persons they shall appoint to
grant such leave;’ and on the 24th of August, the day for adjournment of the court being near
at hand, it was further resolved, in view of possible damage liable to accrue to parties for want of
these permits, ¢that the Major part of the Council for this Colony be, and they accordingly are,
hereby fully impowered to grant leave for any Vessell or Vessells to sail out of any port in this
Colony, on any whaling Voya-gé whatever, as to them shall seem fit & reasonable for the Benefit
of Individuals, and the Good of the Public, provided there be good & sufficient security given
that the Oil & Bone, &ec., obtained on said Voyage shall be brought into some Port in this Colony,
except the port of Boston, & such Permits do not interfere with any Resolve or Recommendations
of the Continental Congress—The power herein given to continue only in the recess of the general
court.”*” .

THE DEATH-KNELL OF AMERICAN WBALING.—‘The bells that called the hardy yeomanry
of New England to the defense of their imperiled liberties on the ever-memorable morning of the
19th of April rung the death-knell of the whale fishery, save that carried on from Nantucket; the
rattle of musketry was the funeral volley over its grave.t Save from this solitary island, it was
doomed to annihilation. A few vessels were fitted out early in the war from other ports, but the
risk was so great and the necessity so small that the business was soon abandoned. With Nan-
tucket it was simply a case of desperation; the business must be carried on, or the island must be
depopulated; starvation or removal were the only alternatives of inaction. The receipt of the
news of the battle at Lexington and Concord, glorious as it was to the colonies at large, and
glorious as it may have been to the islanders whose religious principles were not rigidly opposed
to war in any form and under any circumstances, was to the majority of the inhabitants the
announcement of ruined fortunes, annihilated commerce, misery, privation, and suffering. With-
out the immediate circle of colonial assistance, knowing that they were cut off from aid in case
they were attacked, open to and defenseless at all sides from the predatory, raids of avowed
enemies and treacherous, pretended friends, the only course left open to them to adopt was to be
as void of offense as possible and strive to live through the desperate struggle just about to com-
mence. Some of the people removed to New York and eventually established the whale fishery
there. Some removed to North Carolina and there formed a community remarkable for thrift and
hospitality; but the vast majority preferred to link their fortunes with those of their island home,
and with her gink or swim. Vessels from abreoad turned their prows toward home and$peeded on
their way, hoping to attain their port before English armed vessels could intercept them; those
already arrived were most of them stripped of their sails and rigging and moored to the crowded
wharves, or run high and dry ashore.

“The petitions of parties for permission to fit out their vessels for whaling were almost
invariably complied with by the general court, bonds being given in about £2,000 that the cargo
should be landed at some port in the colony, excepting Boston or Nantucket.}

¢¢® Mass. Col. MSS. Rev. Council Papers, series i, vol. ii, p. 17.”

“‘+The shipping of Nantucket rendered important ante-revolutionary aid to the colonists in the importation of
powder, a service that was continued at intervals during the war. The Earl of Dartmouth, in aletter to Lieutenant-
Governor Colden, dated 7th September, 1774, says: ‘ My Information says that the Polly, Capt® Benjamin Broadhelp,
bound from Amsterdam to Nantucket, has among other Articles received on board, no less u quantity than three
Hundred thousand pounds weight of Gunpowder, & I have great reason to belicve that considerable quantities of
that commodity, as well as other Military Stores, are introduced into the Colonies from Holland, through the channel
of 8t. Eustatia.’ (N. Y. Col. Reo., viii, p. 487.) 8t. Eustatin was captured by the English during the colonial war,
the chief grounds of the capture being the alleged supply to the revolting colonies of contraband goods.”

43 The following is the form of the bond :

“ {Know all men by these presents that Nathaniel Maoy & Rich? Mitchell Jr both of Sherburn in the County of
Nantucket, are holden-& stand firmly bound unto Henry Gardner Esq of Stowe in the County of Middlesex Treasurer
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“In 1776 the Continental Congress endeavored to induce France to engage in war against
England, but in the proposed negotiations the fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland and the
various gulfs and bays of North Amwerica were to be understood as not open to a question of
division. Spain, too, was applied to. ¢The colonies,’ says Bancroft, ¢ were willing to assure to
Spain freedom from molestation in its territories ; they renounced in favor of France all eventual
conquests in the West Indies; but they claimed the sole right of acquiring British continental
‘America and all adjacent islands, including the Bermudas, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland. It
was America and not France which first applied .the maxim of monopoly to the fisheries. The
King of France might retain his exclusive ixights on the banks of Newfoundland, as recoghized
by England in the treaty of 1763, but his subjects were not to fish “in the havens, bays, creeks,
roads, coasts, or places,” which the United States were to win)” * )

THE ENGLISH WHALE FISHERY ENCOURAGED.—“In the mean time how was England
affected by her American policy? The colonial fishery being abolished, it became essential that
something should be done to replace it, ‘and particularly to guard against the ruinous conse-
quences of the foreign markets, either changing the course of consumption or falling into the
hands of strangers, and those perhaps inimical to this country. The consumption of fish oil as a
substitute for tallow was now become so extensive as to render that also an object of great
national concern; the city of London alone expending about £300,000 annually in that com-
modity’t The evidence taken on behalf of the ministry in support of their restraining bill,
tending to show that there already existed sufficient capital in ships, men, and money for the
immediate and safe transfer of the whale fishery to England, while well enough for partisan pur-
poses, was not considered so reliable by the parties bringing it forward, and the Government was
not at all desirous or willing to risk a matter of such extremne importance upon the testimony
there given.

¢ Measures were accordingly taken to give encouragement to this pursuit to the fishermen
and capitalists of Great Britain and Ireland.i The committee having the subject in charge were
of the opinion that a bounty should extend to the fisheries to the southward of Greenland and
Davis Strait, and at the sawe time that the duties on oil, blubber, and bone, imported from
Newfoundland, should be taken off. It was found that the restraining bill worked serious
damage to the people of Newfoundlaﬁd, and also to the fisheries from the British islands to that
coast, as, in order to prevent absolute famine there, it was necessary that several ships should
return light from that vicinity in order to carry cargoes of provisions from Ireland to the sufferers
there.§

of the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay or his Successors in 8¢ office in the Lawful & Just sum of Two thousand
. pounds to the which payment well & truly to be made we bind ourselves onr Heirs Exec’ or Administrators, firmly
by these presents sealed w*t our seal Dated this fourteenth day of September Auno Dom : 1775,

¢ ¢ The Condition of this obligation is such that whereas the above-said Nathaniel Macy is about to Adventure to
sea on a whale Voyage the schooner Dighton Silas Paddack Master—if then thes? Silas Paddock or any other person
who nfry have the Command of 8! schooner Dighton, during 8¢ Voyage shall well & truly bring or Cause to be
brought into some port or harbour of this Colony except the port of Boston or Nantucket ail the oil & whale
Bono that shall be taken by 8? schooner Dighton in the Course of s8¢ Voyage & produce & Cortificate under the
lands of the Selectmen of 82 Town Adjoining to such port or harbour thut he there Landed ye same then tho above

Obligation to be Void & of none Effect otherways to stund and remain in full force & virtue.
“SNATAL MACY,

. $#¢RICHP MITCHELL, Jr.

#¢ ¢Sigrned, Sealed, & did in presence of us.’

{1 C.
¢ (Mass. Col. MSS. Mise., iii, p. 64.)
“ The colonial papers of March 28, 1776, mention that the English frigate Renown, on her passage to Americs, took
ten sail of American whalemen, which were sent to England to avoeid the danger of recapture.”
¢* Banoroft’s U, 8., ix, p. 132.” ) “tEng. Annual Reg., 1775, p. 113.”
¢ { Speech of the Earl of Harcout to the Irish Parliament, October 10, 1775.” ¢¢$ Annual Reg., 177