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A P O L O G Y

T o T H E P U B L I C .

' • ^ HE following jfermon goes to the
JLf prefs much againft my inclination.

Indeed it hurts my feelings, as a tnan of
edvicatpn, that I am hurried by my friends
into the public prefence, with 'a per-
formance of fo little merit—of fo old a date
—on; a fubjeft fo trite—and at a time when
I can but ill afford fuch an expencë of cha-
racter as it will coft me among the learned,
the accurate, and t\it fentimcntal part of
tny readers.

B-ut, as I have not the fmalleir. view of
profit-or popularity by it, as my only real

motives
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mem'arfor|Jï4ntragTti.-a« a- regarcL-ÍQf the
advice of rny friends, and for my own pri-
vate character; I hope the public will par-
don its imperfections.

I am lately informed, by the firft naval
authority, " That my name is not to be
•^•'fountbjon ару of thf ihip books, belonging
" to his Majefty's fhip Verigeanee :" áhd,
therefore, that it is become a doubt, whether
I had ever, as I have pofitively afferted, in
my late foaaiaiaalio'jhe Lords of tjre Ad-
miralty, officiated as chaplain on board of
that fhip ?

. ,Т.Ыз 'very unexpe&fed piece' of1

uldVcfc could not bíít áftbnifh: and pain* me.
Lmsn.tioried'jît'to'fbrné gentlemen of fpirit
and 'discretion, ' аШ ' they infift upon it,
.VfTTlitat tliconly fatisfa<5lion which I can give
". to their minds upon this point ; and the
" moft compendious» and effectual method
" which' I Can take to vindicate niy veracity
"to^tbcjr i.ordfhips of the Admiralty y is,
<c to publifh immediately this1 'ierfnon,
" and to preface it with as mtïch of the
V' Ш1Д>Шуе pari; of my memorial to their
" LojfdfHips, as is nec'etiary to convince the
" world; 'that I aflerriYQthíng büf-tr'Ulth,

41 and



To THE P U B L I C . v

** and that ï claim nothing but what I bc-
" lieve to be my right,"

In my memorial to the Lords of the Ad-
miralty, I have reprefented, " That in con-
41 fequence of an order which I obtained
-"from their Right Honourable Board, I
" failed p'affenger with his Majefty's ihip
•" Ramillies, in the fummer of 1780, to
**' join n\y {hip the Alcidc, at that time with
" the Leeward Jfland fleet, under Lord
ic Rodney : that the Ramillies, in her way

'«' to Jamaica> landed me at Barbadoes, from
" whence 1 went, in the Endymion, to St.
tc Lucia: That on my arrival there, I was
" immediately lent for from his Majefty's
" ihip Vengeance, on board of which Com-
" modore Hotharn had his pendant, and
" had been left by lord Rodney, with the
*' command of the fquadron in thofe feas,
" till his Lordihip's return from America,
4' for which he had lately failed with the
" grand divilion of the fleet, among which
" was my ihip : That there being at that
" time no chaplain belonging to the Ven-
" geance, I acted in her, as fuch, by parti-
" cular defire (Í could not otherwife) from
«( the Sunday preceding the hurricane of
41 October, 1780, till the fpring of 1781,

" or

.,tj>»t-// - L>



* i A N A P O L O G Y

" or about fix months, when fhe failed foi
" St. Euítatia and England."

This is what lies aflcrted by me, on ihe
tabk of the Right Honourable Board of
Adrftiralty, from whom I cannot doubt of
receiving fpeedy juftice. It is what I now,
in public, aíTert> notwithftanding the
omiffion of the purfer of- the Vengeance,
aud what I do not think, any perfon in
London will afterwards, pretend, for their
fen-ifter purpofes, to call in queftion : efpe-
eially, when 1 here appeal, with a certainty
of their affent, from my knowledge of their
hosier, to every officer of the Vengeance
(even purfer and all) for the truth of ,my
aifertion. Let me extend this appeal to
every one of thofe brave men, under tjheir
command who heard чгпе preach this fer-

w i t h the moft fcrious attention. •

And here let me embrace this firft op-
portunity, which I have ever had in public,
c# thanking the 'Coinmodore, .the Captain,
and «very officer, and every pciyate ma4i,
xvliO.tt God hatl) prd'erved alive unto. this
^ay,;.tor -all the peifonal civilities which I
'bave ï-ectivtd fVomthem, and for tha.t ftrkt

decorum,
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decorum, that manly gravity, and dutiful
attention, with which they always behaved,
during the whole of divine fervice.

I cannot think of them and allow myfelf
to part with their idea, without bowing
down before that throne where mercy fits
exalted, and praying, in the moil fervent
manner, to the Almighty, for the temporal,
fpiritual, and eternal welfare, of their per-
fons and families ! Wherever they are,
" May the God of all grace, who hath
*f called us unto eternal glory, by Jefus
" Chrift, make, and keep them for ever,
" perfect in every good work, to do his
" will, working in them that which is
" well pleafmg in his fight, through Jefus
" Chrift."



3=3=

A

Thankfgiving Sermon,

P S A L M

What ßall l tender unto the Lord for all his bt-
neßts towards me ?— - / will offer unto him the
j'acrifice of tbankfgiving, and will call upon lhe
name of the Lord.

ГТЛАК.Е it, on the whole, in either the military
X or the moral part of it, and we cannot

find upon record a charafter, merely human,
more amiable and more exemplary than that of
David« For, whether we mark his conduft as a
man or as a monarch — as a patriot or politician—-
as a father — a huiband — a friend — or as a faint —
or as a hero, we feel, w i t h admiration, his ftrik-
ing excellence. Through every fcene of life,
through every viciffitude of fuuation, from the
day on which God ff took him from the fheep-
" folds, from following the ewes great with
tf young, and brought him to feed Jacob his
" people, and lirael his inheritance;" : and from
that memorable period, till " he died in a good

В <: old



" old age, full of d«ys, riches and
there is a propriety and fpirit, a piety, a virtue,
and dignity in all his aoions, which are worthy
of " the man according to God's own heart."

Dïd not works of neccffity and mercy call to
day for your fpeedieft attention, I could proceed
here, and with pleafure delineate the whole life
of David. But; as'your Bibles are at all times
open, and thank God, " in a known tongue"
for your perufal j permit me to refer you to them
at an.hpurof more leifure, for their edifying and
entertaining hiftory of this royal îbldier. Only
allow me to beg of you when you read, or re-
flefl-, or cbnvrrife wn it, to feel, as men, for his
frailties 5 as warriors, to imitate his valour; as
fubjeäs, his loyalty and LOVE of C O U N T R Y •
and, as perfons pröfeffing godlinefs, to cultivate
in your minds, and praftife in your lives, tiiofe
juft and rational, thofe feridus and exalted fenti-
ments of religion, which proved in David the
fource of a thoufand pleafures, and infpired him
to a conduct which always hath been, and always
will be honoured with the approbation of God
*nd man.

Of the many excellent ïeiïons which his life
and ineftimable writings afford us, there is one
which, on this occafion, claims our particular
attention. It is,

His
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His great gratitude to God; after any fignal
deliverance from an impending judgment of
heaven, and for all God's benefits towards him.

After fpeaking of. that, I fliall remind you of
a few confideratioas, .calculated-to enkindle in
our hearts a firmier, i£ poffit>le, a fuperior grati-
tude to God, for the fupenor mercies which he
hath gracioufly vouchfafed us.

And, I fliall. conclude all with an application
Aiited to ourtextj, and to die occafion of оцг be-
ing once more aíTemhled together " hi the land
" of the living, and in the place of hope."

Firft, I am to remind you of David's great
gratitude to God, after, aoy fignal deliverance
from the impending judgments of heaven, and
" for all God's benefits towards him."

This pious prince believed, what I prefume
f very man prefent does, that there.is a God. A
God who created, animates, fills, and upholds
the univerle. Л God of in f in i te wil'dom, omni-
potent power, and unbounded good acts ; ruling
over all, through all, and in all ; without whole
permifïîon or direclion, nothing can happen Cl iy
" the'armies of heaven," from the elements of
nature, nor ct among the inhabitants of the earth. !<

And therefore, when Providence held out
" the terrors of the Lord" before him ; wljep he

;vs we did in the p aft week from this fliip,
В a that
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that " the judgments of the Almighty were come
" abroad the earth," David, as I pray God
ail of us may, " learned righteoufneis." He
wifely confidered every tremendous evil, every
diíUnguiíhed diftrefs, every awful difpenfation of
heaven, fuch as war, earthquakes, and hurri-
canes, as meffengers fent down from the omni-
potent Governor of the world, and the divine
Guardian of human happinefs, to fpeak, as in
thunder to his foul ; to rouze up to aftion his
fteeping virtues ; to re-animate, from their lan-
guor, his graces; or to correél, with a paternal
feveriry, fome grofs national, or domeftic, or
perfon-al guilt.

In confequence of this religious, and indeed
rational interpretation of Providences, we never
find David repining, normiirmuring, raging nor
blafphemihg, in even the moft trying and tragic
fcenes of life : but, " as one that is dumb, he
<l opened not his mouth," for he knew " it was
f' the doing of the Lord 5" of that God " who
" is righteous in all his ways, and juft in all his
" judgments." He, therefore, " as in duft and
*c in aflies," humbled hirnfelf immediately ber
fore the Almighty, and in the moit ardent language
pf penitence and of prayer, deprecated the divine
difpleafure,, and prayed without ceafing, " with
" all prayer and fupplication," till he obtained
c< fome token for good," that is, fome reafon-
able evidence that his God was appeafed,

ï This
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This devotional conduct of David pleafed

God. By fuch a conduct he became' the fa-
vourite o.f his Maker, the glory of his people,
and the terror of his foes. Jt was by the uni-
form practice of this fmg'ular piety í that he was
delivered out of all the dangers and diftreffes of
his life—that he obtained a full and final de-
liverance from all the cruel and long-continued
perfections of Saul—that he efcaped from the
vengeance of Achifh—that he became a great
king—that he was " invincible in arms j"—that
he obtained' from God the removal of a very ter-
rible peftilence from his people—that he was
pardoned his connection with IJathflieba, and
the death of Uriah—and it was by his faithful
perfeverance in this religious conduct, that, pre-
vious to his compofition of the thankfgiving
pfalm now before us, the Almighty preferved
him, by the arm of his omnipotence, from being
dethroned by his fon Abfalom, and flain by that
hoary rebel Ahithophcl—the F R A N K L I N of li'rael.

Gratitude is a generous, pleafing paillon, and
beats high in every good heart. When its ob-
ject is merely human, the fenfibilities which it
infpires are fublime j when its object is God,
our hearts feel as if touched with a live coal from
the altar of heaven. To what a height then of
holy tranfport muil this paffion have been ele-
vated, at the period we preach from, in
the foul of David ? A foul of fuch a warm

virtue
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virtue—of fuch a quick fenfe of goodnefs—>and
fo full of fpiritual animation !

When he fat down to compofe this beautiful,
facred fong of praife, it would feem, indeed, as if
he had been fo overpowered by gratitude,after a re,-
trofpective view of all God's goodnefs to him, as to
be, for fome time,, at a lofs for language to ex preis
his exquifitely lively fenfe of it. And even when
(the high tide of his emptions fubfiding a little) he
attempts to pen down, or fpeak aloud his grate^-
ful feelings, we think, we fee the royal hero, as-if
no fgblunary being could adequately affiil, raifmg
up his foul to God, and his eye tp angels, that,
from the contemplation of the one, and the ex-
ample of the other, he might be infpired to ac-
knowledge, as he wifhed to do, the many mar-
vellous mercies, and. very fignal deliverances»
•which he had received from heaven.

. " What, faith he, ihall I render unto the
" Lord,"what language,what love,what honors,
" fur all his benefits towards me ? How precious
" have been thy thoughts, О God, unfo me !
<c The fum of them how exceeding, how in-
" eftably great ! Give ear, О ye heavens, and
" I wi l l fpeak ! And hear, O earçh, while I pro-
<e claim the praifeg of my Cod,

" From the earlieft period of my being, my
" God hath been with me, and diftinguifhed
** me, in a very remarkable manner, by ten
<c thoufand expreffions of his loving kindnefs

" and
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ft and tender mercies. He fpoke me from no«
" thing into exiftence, and curioufly wrought
" me in the loweft parts of the earth ! The evef*
" waking eye of his providence watched over
'* my fubftance, yet being imperfect ! In his
" book all my members were written ; and, in
" his good time, he formed and faihioned them,
<f by the hand of divine wifdom. Soon as ht
*c brought me to the world, and prefented mfe
" on the ftage of time, I found myfelf encircled
" in the arms of a fond mother, and every thing
" provided for me, which could make this nevfr
<c ftate of being prove pleafmg ! Through all
" the years of my helplefs infancy, through all
" the years of my thonghtlefs childhood, tht
" fame good God watched over, cared for, and
" preferved me from the numberlefs perils, and
t{ the numberlefs evils to which my inexperience
« and folly expofed me. Early in my youth ï
" was very highly favored " above my fellows,"
«« in matters of religious and eternal moment.
" My God not only bleft me with parents, who
" taught me religion by precept, and endeared
« it to me by example; but he alfo fent me his
" prophets and his priefts to unfold to me all tht
" myfteries, and difplay all the wonders of his
" law.

" Tt was my God who formed me by his
" Power, and infpired me by his Spirit, for war.
" It was my God, who led me up to the martial
" Held j who, always covered my head in the

" day
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*' day of battle ; who honored me with the íhíeld
f« of his falvation ; and crowned my arms with
" laurels and glory.

" And though peftilence and famine, though
ff rebellion, and very often family and perfonal
«' diftrefs, have threatened me with the ruin of
" my felicity, empire and fame, yet, at every
ft fach crifis, hath God gracioufly interpofedi
«' and, NOW, he hath fcattered from before me
" ALL my enemies, and put an end to all my ad-
" verfities ! In health and peace, in ftability and
" triumph hath he featcd me on my throne í
" that throne to which I have been exalted by
ct hisgoodnefs, and on which I reign, eftablilhed
ce by his omnipotence !

" What Ihall I render unto my God for all
*c thefe his benefits towards me ? An hecatomb
*c of bullocks from my paftures, or of he-goat3
" out of my folds ? But every beaft of the foreft
" is God's, and the cattle upon a thoufand
" hills : befides, fuch lifelefs and irrational ob-
*' lations are not what the Lord requires. Whofo
" offereth praife glorifies God ; and the mail
" who ordereth his converfation aright, prefentâ
" the moil pleafing facrifice to the moil High. I
" will therefore offer up the facrifice of thankf-
" giving to my God; I will call upon the name of
<c the Lord with my whole heart! a heart glowing,
" in all her powers, with a fenfe of his infinite
" goodnefs ; a heart where my Saviour and my

" God,
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** God, íhail, for ever, reigri and rule unrivalled;
" where, henceforth, nothing carnal nor crimi-
" nal fball inhabit, and whence nothing ihall
" proceed but Mames of devotion, ejaculations
rt of prayer, and hallelüjas.of praife.

tf Iri my clolct and fnlitudes, I have already
" begun this fweet and iacred employ. In my
" family, and among my feleft friends, " the
tl excellent ones of the earth," it is the fubjeit
" of my difcourfe, and my delight. But, as
" the manifold dcliveiances, which the Almighty
tc hath wrought for me, have been as public as
" they are amazing; and as to public ordinances
" and temple fervices, God hath promifed his
'* more immediate prefende and peculiar
" bleffing, I will pay nly vows unto the Lord,
" in the aiTembly of his people j I will this day
" go up to his holy temple, and in the prefence
" of men and angels, honor him with my
" loudeft praifes ; proclaiming what he hath
" done for his anointed, even for his fcrvanr
" David."

This, my brethren, is aihort fketch of David's
gratitude to God. And is there a heart, in this
place, of any pious or generous principles, which
does not approve of David's conduit in this
grateful lefolution ? It cannot be; why then let
you and I " go and do likewife." And if
greater mercies call for greater gratitude, which
furely they do, how fhould we, this day, life up

С our
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our fouls,, and all that is within us, to offer unto
our Saviour and our God, the facrifice of our
gratitude, " for al} his benefits towards us ?"
And, in a very particular manner, for his late
miraculous falvation,of us in this ihip, a falva-
tion from.a death of horror here, and, Sirs, of
many of us, perhaps, from eternal condemnation
hereafter !

That God's goodncfs to D;ivid was extraor-,
dinary, I have allowed, and have enlarged upon,
it. But give me leave to add, in the next place,,
that never could David, in any part of his life;
never, indeed, could any fovereign or fubject of
the Jewiih or the Gentile world, either before,
during,or fince that period, boatt fuch a train, or
quality of mercies, as» have been the gi f t of God
to our King, to our country, and to usj mercies
t»oth ciy.il acd religious, temporal and fpiritual,
many of them clearly demonftrat ive of the Al-
mighty's peculiar regard for us: and fuch mer-
cies as have long exalted our empire above " the
" nations of the eanh," and made it the envy,
the terror, and admiration of the world. And,

Firfl . But, when the mercies of God, to.
his children of Br i ta in , are to be the fubjeft,
where ihall I firß begin ? They throng in thou-
fands on the eye of memory ! How tranfporting
the view ! And the enumeration of them would
be inexprciTibly pleaüng : But, " who is fuffi-
" cient for thcfe tilings I" Who can count the

drop«



-drops of the dew, or number the rain as it falls
from heaven ? The mercies of God to Britons,
are not a theme for an hour on this derk, nor
•for our whole time and capacities in this life;
but for an eternity in heaven : nor through eter-
nity itfelf flialKwe be able to exhauft it. Such
an enumeration, therefore, I prefome not to at-
teïnpt. Let me only beg the honor of your at-
tention, while I felect and fet before you a few
of the moft finking and finguUr mercies we en-
joy : trvftt is, thole mercies which diiYmguifn us
*' from the 'kingdoms around us," as we arc
chriftians, as we are prdteftants, and as we arc
free Britons. And

Ffrft, Of the mercies by which, as Chriftians,
we ftaMdJcftftihgyilhed from the Pagan, Maho-
metan, and jewiih part of mankind.

An enlightened BritifhChriftian, looking down
'upon' the Pagan world, as it lies, even at this
moment, " in the ihadow of death"—" in the
" blacknefs of d;irJ<nefs У* while he i s ' f i t t i n g
under the full light of "the Sun of Righreouf-
" nefs," w i t h - t h e road to v i r tue and to wifdom,
to happinels and to heaven, pointed out clearly
before him by the hand of revelation, .remiads
vis of ' the parable, in which Abraham is repre-
iented, as in heaven, looking down upoii Dives
in hell. To ju f t i fy this comparifon, there is 'no
occafion, even if time permittttl us, to lead you
back to former ages, or to carry you to dil lant

С 2 cm pires,



empires, and entertain you with a long or learnedi
hiftory of the nature and origin, the progrefs
.and unbounded fpread of idolatry. Our own
age, and to the great reproach of fome people.,
from whom better things might be expected, our
own iflands, in ibis, and other pprtj of our domi-
nions, afford us ten thoufand living proofs, th^t
there is n o t a greater difference between their
climate and colour of body and ours, between
their flavery and our liberty, between right and
wrong, than there is, by God's diftlnguiihing
goodnefs to us ! betwt en the horrors, pjf their
idolatry, and the divini ty of our holy faith.

In what an abyfs of ignorance, righteous
God ! with refpcft to religion, are thofe, our
pitiable fellow-creatures immerfed ! How igno,-
rant of its very firil principles ! How loii to every
idea of its light and falvation ! Totally unac-
quainted with the nature and unity of the God-
head, they bd;eve in a plurali ty of duties, and
transfer the adoration, due only to, the one great
Supreme, to an i imumrrabir crowd of idols and
iniages, of things rational ^nd irrational, animate
and inanimate.

How fhpck'mg it is to the eye—and to the hçatt
of Chriitian benevolence—to lee thofe poor black
men and women, falling down and worihipping
the fiííl tree to which they can run, in the hour
of their V,anger or diftrefs, and hiimbly and fer-
vently " belt tçhing for aid, that which is im-

" potent



( IJ )
fí potent to lave ? praying for life to that which
" isdead! and addreflmg idols, which can nci-
f, ther hear nor fee, n,pr fpcak, nor fet a fooJC
<« forward!"

But, alas 1 they Jcnpw not better ; and very
|ittle better did even- " the mighty dead of.
" them," in the celebrated аггаз of Greece and
Rome ; nay, my brethren, nor the greateft and
wifeft, of our own anceitors know. But thanks
.be to Almighty God, through Jefus Chrift, it is
ptherwife, with you and me ! In this iacred book
before me,, an this " unfpeakable gift" of God—
this dear, d iv ine m ^ifurej of truth 1 of light ! of
l i f e ! and of love! hath that good "God, who
tc at fun dry times, and in divers manners, fpake
*c in time paft unto the fathers by the prophets,
" fpoken, in thefe lart days, to every Briton, by
<e his Son, and by his apoftles," and by their
fucceffors, in the mmißry of God.

JFrom therrj have we received the moil glorious
and perfedl, , the moft rational, endearing, and
infallible teilimony of God—of his exiftence and
nature—of his attributes and perfections—of his
creation and moral government of the world—
of his creation of man—of the high ftation which
he affigned to him, in the grand fyftem of the
univerfe—-what is the end of his being—and his
Ultimate deftination. From them we have re-
ceived the moft authentic and inconteftable ac-
counr ofihat marvellous and heart-captivating

prodigy
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prodigy of 'divine love, the redemption of man-
kind by Jefus Chrift ! by God fnanifeft in the
fieih ! Enlightened by this-heavenly 'teacher, the
meaneft fubjeû of our empire can now clearly
lee, what all the optics of philofophy, in the
zenith of its luftre, could" never difcern- — what
hath always and every where, " confounded the
*' wifdom'of the wife"'' in the íègioná of Pa-

how fee clearly and convincingly,
what mode of worihip. is moft acceptable and
pleafing to the.greaç '" Father of thie fpirits of all
*c' fléfô~:"~wh'át an'ih'finitc atonement was found
néçe'fl'ary to " juftify the .ungodly V"' arid", when
'and hcw, and by whom, and w2>j, it was made.

We now know that hoi. only our 'fouls are im-
iportal, b^t that ouf bo^ïts álfo íhaíl "be raifed
upägairt frörn death, and united with our fouls,
through all the periods of eternity. — We are how
certain that there is a ftatè òf future rewards and
puniibments — an eternity of conlummate hap-
'piriefs to the good, and an eternity of confum-
maté mifery and woe to the wicked,' ati)ong us.
— Thar, mean time, to aÏÏift and to encourage us
in praftifing the precepts, and performing the
duties of Chriftianity, our gracious God hath
prornifcd to oiir prayers, the aids and influences
of his holy Spirit — his minif ter ing angels — the
faldtary difciplineof his. providence— the preach-
ing of his word— ̂ arfd the fandlified ufe of all his
holy ordinances.

Could
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Could we with the trumpet,of that angel who

Ihall awake the dead to judgment, call up So-
crates and Cicero from the chambers, of ,tbe
grave, and put this Bible into their hands, in-
forming them what a revelation it contained i
with what a mixture of aftoniUament and rap-
ture 1 with what an intenfe avidity and fiagsr-
nefs ! would they read, and ftudy, and hang, over
it ! till they were loft in a wonder—a gratitude
—and adoration, fomething like that which we
may ;fuppofe Enoch and Elias felt, when they
vrerc tranflated from the darknets of earth to
the light of heaven—from the face of man to the
vifion and fruition of God. " What, therefore,
" fhould we render unto the Lord, for this with.
" all bis other benefits towards us ?" We were
like thoie learned Pagans, and like millions of
mankind at this day, " fome times dwknefs, but
u now are we light in the Lord;" Ictus, there-
fore, * walk as children of light—in all good'*
" nefs, and righteoufnefs and truth, proving
"• what is acceptable to the Lord."

II. Not only hath God i n his tender rnerciesbleft
us with a revelation whole privilèges excel, and
whofe lights inf ini te ly outihine the dubious, in-
fatuating glimmerings of the Pagan- philosophy ;
but which is allô a thouiand times more com-
fortable and rational than the fuperRition qí.-IVÍa-
homeí, от even, the religion of Mou4..

As
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As for the fuperftitíoh öf Mahomet, it is no-

thing but a quack corilpound of every thing
that is blafphemous and abfttfd, ridicülöua and
execrable, in the Pagan, the Popiíhj arid Jetoifli
creeds—The many palpable lies, and contempt^
ble, impious, filly ceremonies, the number of
falfe traditions, and old wives fables, which fili
Ыз Alcoran, excite, equally, uuf indignation
and pity.

In every age and nation, great hames, pláufi-
ble pretences, and external appearances, have
a powerful effeél upon all the ignorant, and
weak, and verfatile part of mankind. They
could not, therefore, but operate fuccefsfully on
men of fuch a caft of mind, as thole Pagans
were, who lived in the fame place and period
with this impoftor—the darkeft and moft fuper-
ftitious which our world ever faw. But even
then, there was not a Pagan of any fobrfety, or
any moral tafte, who was not ihocked at the
tenets of Mahomet. He early marked this, and
painfully felt it ; but determined at all events,
to carry his point, he changed his weapons, and
had recourfe to the fword.

The mob was at his devotion, and this artful
impoftor knew well how to rouze them to enthu-
fiafbn. By a proftitution of language and eon-
fcience, peculiar to all ambitious ipirirs, he gave
his fedition a popular name. " The caufe of
"God," "toleration," " liberty"—the cant

to
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to this day, of all malecontents and reputed
patriots. »He, then,, called together this ailo-

. ciatioa.of banditti,.,and, having wrought them
up to à religious madncfs—a fury of temper fit
for any crime, he put himfelf at their head, and
forth they fallied upon the World—like the an-
gel of dellrucHon, with his baneful Genii, burn-
ing without dirtinction, and maflacreing, wifh-
out mercy, all who refufed his doélrines, till, at
lair, they eltablilned'byhloodfhed and arms, a fu-
perftition, .which they found it impoffible to pro-
pagate, or fupport, by reafon or common fenfe.

What a contrail is this, my brethren to the ge-
nius of Chrif t iani ty—and the firft appearance of
Jelus among men ! When the angels of Heaven
Ihone in their robes of glory over Bethlehem,
and proclaimed in an .anthem of gratitude to
God, '? Peace on Earth 1 and Goodwill toward»
" Men!" But, what a contrail, indeed, in all

1 things,, is the monller we have mentioned with
his htrefies ami contradictions, his pollutions—
his fooleries.and rnurders+»-to "The Lamb-of
" God! the Prince of Peace—the mild and divint
" Author of Our Faith 1" to the truth, the reafon
and con fluency—to the íublime morality—the
endearing pror-nifcs—and the» glorious prof^ceis
of Chriitianity ?

Thegofpel of Jcfus is like biwfelf perfeft, con-
verting the foul " by a Iwcct conllr,iint'--" his
teftimupy is fure, making wife the l ïmple—his

D



doctrines arc evidently divine, " rejoicing our
" heart" his precepts " arc pure" ennobling
our nature—the worihip be enjoins jus is r at ion ab
void of all iuperftition—and the whole law of
our religion is the law of beauty—harmony and
loveî

What, therefore, ihall we render to the Lord,
for this, with all his other benefits and mercies
towards us—that we live in an age and country
where Chr i f t i an i ty is ertabliihed, and that we were
not born and brought up.Pagans nor Mahome-
tans—poor deluded men ! who have nothing to
íhew them their way to their Supreme good and
a happy eternity, but the dim and deceiving ta-
per of fuperftition—let us offer unto him the fa-
crince of thankfgiving, and call upon the name
of our gracious Lord.—But this is not all God»
diilinguilhing goodnefs to us, my brethren—for
not only hath our God, the father of mercies,—
revealed himfelt to us, in another way and man-
ner, than he hath dune to thole unhappy king:-
doms of Idolatry anddelufion, but, jdly He hath
alfo bleft us with a more peripicuous—a more
comprehenfive, gracious and perfect revelation of
his w\ll, ihan any he hath ever granted to the
Jews, although, once his peculiar people.

The religion of the Jews, or the law by
Moles, was in its beft days, no more than a par-
tial, imperfect, temporary difpenfation—a dif-
lurfa t ion originally intended, and wifely fuited,

by
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by the Almighty, to the peculiar genius and fpi-
rit—fituation—time—and other circumftances ot
the Jews—adifpenilvtion lays St. Paul, " confift-
" ing in meats and drinks and divers walkings
" and carnal ordinances" impofed, faith the
Lord» on that " ftiff necked people" for the
" hardncfs of their hearts"—and, on account of
their vicinity and propenfity to the idolatries of
the Heathen—to preferve them from the enor-
mous guilt of idol worfhip, and keep up in their
minds a confiant and ferions fenfe of the great
and only true God. It was alfo meant to typify,
every day before them, a more pure—fpirituul,
and perfect difpenfation—" the time of refor-
" mation" when " a better covenant" eftablifhed
upon better premiies ibould be introduced by
theMeff iah; who was at his coming, faid Da-
niel. " to caufe the oblation and the facrifice to
•' ceafe." They were to ctafe, becaufe the law
being only " a ihadow of the good th ings to
" come" an image of thole things of which
Chrif t was to exhibir the body, truth and fub-
fbnre, the reafon of them would ceafe.

I might here give you, did time permit, a very
particular and comparative view of the Mofaic
and Chriftian d i l p t n f a t i o n s , ' i n order to fhew you
the pre-eminent excellency of the Unter, w h i c h
we enjoy from Chrift Jei'us, above.the:/ww/fr,
which the Jews received, by Mofes. As a pro-
phet he inf in i te ly exceeded the dignity and m f •
rits of Mofes ; as a prieft, the qual i ty and
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fandbty ot Aaron; and as a king and prieft, he
inf in i te ly exceeded Melchifedec both in point of
pur i ty and of power. Bur, for an ample and
convincing account of this, aJJow me to recom-
mend for your reading, the fîrft ten chapters, and
from the eighteenth verfe of the twelfth chapter,
of St. Paul's epiille to the Hebrews — where thé
Apoftle, with bis ufual eloquence and abilities^
gives you a perfect idea of the Jewiih difpenfa-
tion, and unaniwerably proves the tranfcendent
preference, which is due to the religion of Jefus,

After you have attentively read, and meditated
on this, open his other epiilles, and particularly
that elegant and fublime one which he addrefles.
to the Romans, an epiftle fo remarkably com-
prehenfive, and inftrufling, that it is juilly called
" The Chriftian'sconfeffion of Faith" and "The
" key of the New Tcftam.ent."

In the firft eleven chnptersof this epirtle, you
will find a moftmailerly and ingenious difcufiion
of this fubject, which terminates as in that to the
Hebrews, exceedingly in favor of Chriftianir.y..
And, furely, it ought to dofo. Foras much as
a fubf lanre is better t h a n a ihadow — as much as
yonder fun outlliines the morning ilar — as much
as thf migh ty God excels sngels — fo much do
the lights, the privileges, the honors and the

gb of the ChrHlian, excel thofe of the
the Moíaic, di(] enfaúon — cvcn'in its beß days.

And



And if m it» i>efi days, our Religion, fo we«
tremely furpaiTcs that of the Jews—how infinitely
muft it be preferred to the fnperftition of their
p reft n t Synagogue ? for now they have lubjoined
to the law, as originally given to Mofes, their
Targum and Mifna—their Talmud and Oral
Law. Thefe they implicitly believe in, and
eftecm it as if eoually canonical with Mofes and
the prophets—though they know the latter to
have been fpoken by the inspiration of God's holy
fpirit— and cannot deny that the former are no-
thing but the compofitions of their m oft dege-
nerate Sanhedrims and Rabbies—competitions,
replete with hcrefies, and falfe traditions—with
blafphemics and ludicrous fancies—

This verifies St. Paul's obfervation, " That
becaule of their unbelief" in Jefus, "blindnefs
" is inflifted, by God on Ifrael, and muft con-
" tinue, until the fuluefs of the Gentiles come
<c in j and then (we rejoice in the thoight !)"
" all Ifrael ihall be faved!" and, here my bre-
thren, let pity ihed a tear over the humiliating
degradation, and judicial obllinacy of thefe in-
fatuated fcatteicd tribes ! let devotion lift up her
eye to the Gfcd of Jcfus and of Jacob, and im-
plore of his infinite mercy, to fhorten the melan-
choly night of their infidelity—to wake them by
the trumpet of his gofpel, from their prefent le-
thargy of foul—and " removing the vail " from

before



before their eyes, give them to fee, favingly,
" the truth as it is in Chriil Jefus" the true and
only Meßiah !

Mean time " what iball we render unto die
" Lord for his revealing this divine truth" to us,
with " all his" other " benefits towards us ?
" wcwill offer unto our God (that God who hath,
" by Chrift Jefus juftifted us from all that guilt
'* from which we never could have been juftified
" by the law of nature nor of Mofes !) we will
" offer this day the facrificc of thankfgiving,
«c and will call upon the name of the Lord"! and,

To give aiv additional fervor to our gratitude
" for all God's benefits towards us"—we will,
in the next place think, with adoration to Hea-
ven, of another very diftinguifhing and memor-
able mercy, which a good God hath graciouily
Touchfafed us—and this is—that by his k ind pro-
Trdence, ithasbeenourhappylottobedefcendedof
Froteftant parents---to have been educated in a
Proteftant country, and made members of a Prn-
teftant church, a church which is, and hath always
been, the bulwark of the reformation, and which
b, at once, the guardian and glory of Chriftianity.

Had we been unfortunate enough to have been
Papiils., mftead of Proteftants, and that we were
npt fo> is intirely owing to the difcriminating
greceof the Almighty, infpiring the noble fpi-
rit» of our Fathers ; how ihocking to our rea-
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fun \ how painful to our humanity ! -what agony
to our conferences! and, how fatal to out iowls,
muft it have been ? For every papift, like the
images which heworíhips, has eyes, but -muft-not
lee, he has ears, but he muft not hear—Irehaa *
heart, but he muft not underftand—lie has all 'ha
fenfes of body and faculties of mi-nd—but he
muft not—he dare not—at the peril of his life
and falvation—make ufeof them—but according
to the directions of" Holy Church, or the Pope»
and his priefts.—If they call virtue vice, and
b'lafphemy piety ; the poor laity muft implicitly
believe them to be fo—for they muft believe the.
church and the pope to be infallible—and there-
fore incapable of error—thus every Papift mutt
be an anti-chrift—for they are obliged, by tbeir re~
HgioH, to think and ad diametrically pppofite Ш
the doctrinal and preceptive part of the. religio«
of Chrift.

St. John pronounces a moft awful curfe from
God, upon all thofe who prcfume to add one
word to, or ta'ke one word from his prophecy 5да
particular, or the fcriptures in general, and cora-
fequenrly upon all thole who p c i v c r t and mifin-
terpret—or totally cancel or contradict any ради
of them. But the church of Rome owns anJ
»vows that (he- does all this—Take ц few inlhnce*
of this, for it is only a few that your .time allow*
me to offer you.
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t{ That God only is to be worfrupp'ccV—She
denies and worihips images and iduls.

" That the facriftce of Chrift for the redemp-
" tionand falvation of mankind was all-tufficient
<c and perfect." They deny—wicneu their doc-
trine of themafs—their prayers unto faints ; and
their purgatory«—which they ílole from the Jews,
and they from the reveries of Plato.-—Thus they
make the paflion of Chrift of none effect, or if
of any, to clear us only of original fin. They
tell us, that " although Chrift did fufTer for all
" men in general, yet every man tr.ufl fuffer for
<c himftlf in particular." And again " the
" works of one. man may fatisfy die juftice of
" God for another by his extra merits—That
" Chrift only, is the judge of the 'quick and the
(< dead"—they deny—and infill upon it, that the
f* Pope is l ikewife fo.

They teach the doctrines of free-will, and of
juftification by works—that many works done be-
fore juftifkation are not finful.—That works of
fupererogation deliver from the wrath of God as
well as Chrift, That the Virgin Mary and St.
Francis were as fmlefs and immaculate as our Sa-
viour was.—That infants who die before baptifm
are condemned of God—That the church hath
power to change the facraments initituted by
Chrift'; and, that the authority of the church is
greater than that of the Holy Scriptures—That
the laity have ho right to expound, nay, nor to



read the fcriptures, except now and then their
falfe tranfiations of them—but, as much as they
pleafe, their (idolatrous) feftivals, rofaries, le~
gends, horaries and pfalceries—that thefcriptures
are " a leaden rule"—" a nofe of wax," and
may be expounded in any manner and to any
purpofe, which the Pope and his church may
find proper. This accounts for their doctrines
of every kind, and among others, for that one of
tranfubllantiation, in the lacrament of the Lord's
fupper, which is a contradiction to our fenfes as
well as our reafon.

Thcfe (hocking dof l r incs, my brethren, are a
part, and but a very fmall part of the faith of a
real Papift—and of the ant ichri f t ian church of
Rome—I may fpeak more of them, at another
time. Let rne only add at prefent, that Popery
is noth ing better t h a n a jumble of herefies and
blafphemies—abfurdit ies and i inpofi t ions—chi-
meras and nonlenlt—culled, by apoftacy and
fatan, from the groves of Paganifnv—-from the
apocryplia and legends of the Jews—and, from
a few of the myftical, figurative, or ambiguous
paragraphs of the canonical fcriptures.—To al-
moft every one article of our faith, and there-
fore, to almoft every one commandment of God ia
the O\d Teftament, or precept of Je/из and bis
apoßles in the New Teitament, there are canons
and decrees in this church of Anti-chrift, (land-
ing in direfl oppofition, unrepealed, even at this
day. Is this God's chofen 1 only ! Catholic ! holy
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church? Heaven forbid ! till darknefs becomes
light—till error becomes truth—till guilt be-
comes innocence, till the fynagogue of fatan,
my brethren, becomes the temple of the great
God, yea, till hell becomes heaven ! this mo-
ther of abominations, and bloody perlecutor of
the " martyrs of Jefus," will never have a right
to be numbered among even themeaneft of the
churches of Chrift.

What, therefore, ihall we render to the Lord,
for delivering our country—our fathers, and us
their progeny, from the yoke of this fpiritual ty-
ranny, from the horrors of this dreadful fuper-
ftition ! we will offer to day, and while we have
a being, the facrifice of thankfgiving—we will
call upon the name of the Lord, anc4 implore his
«id to enable us, to the end that we may be
•wholly free, and wholly his—.to " deliver our-
" felves from the bondage of corruption, inta
«< theglcrious L I B E R T Y of the children of
« God!"

Oh LIBERTY! what good Briton exifts who
does not feel mufic in thy name, and aflociates
the idea of felicity with its pleafing found !—
and this, not only when it is mentioned .in its
rt-ligious, but when it is underftood in its civil
fenfe ?

But fifthly, fuch hath been the very diftinguiíheí
goodnefe of our God to us—that, in order to

pcrfcft
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perfect our focial and civil, as well as our moral
and religious happinefs—lie hath, with his purt
and primitive; gofpel, " which is the law of per-
ic feet, fpiritual liberty," bleft us with a fyftem
of civil government—a Hate, as well as a church
conftitution, which no age, nor nation hath ever
equalled—'and, whïch is, " the law of a perfect
" cwHiberty*—" a conftitution, fo delicately
tf poifed between our fovereign and us, who arc
" his happy and highly-favoured fubjects—that,
c< amidft all the agitations, which are the una-
€c. voidable attendants of liberty, the royal power,
" like an anchor which refifts, both by its weight
" and the depth of its hold, infures a falutary
" fteadinefs to the great veflel of the ftate.'*
The fupreme executive power pofieiTes no dan-
gerous prerogative—nothing that c*an affect the
conftitution of the empire, nor abridge, nor de-
ftroy any of our rights or liberties—any thing
that can hurt our lives, perlons, honor or pro-
perty.

But, in France and Spain, how different the
fcene! There, their kings are tyrants, and their
fubjects poor opprefled flaves—there, a libel on
government is puniihed as high treafon—- an af-
fociation of factious men, are treated as rebels--a
free, political converfation,proves for the moft part
fatal to the fpeakers. And a poor peafant, cruihcd
out of his property, by a powerful oppreiTor,
finds no relief from law. No rich, independent
yeomanry there !—no trials by their peers or a

E 2 jury



( a«. )

jury there ! In one word, they are as miferable
AS a wretched conftitution in church and ftatecan
make them-—while, as Tree Britons, and as pro-
teftants, we are, or may be, as happy as an ex-,
cellent—a matchkfs conftitution in church and
ftatè cari make us. What, therefore, íhall we
render unto the Lord for this, among his other in-,
eftimable mercies towards us ? How warmly
ought we to adore him for fuch a diftinguiihed
and admirable conftitution ? How heartily ought
we topraife him, that we are the happy fubjecb
of fo good á king—a king who makes this our
glorious conftitution and law the rule of his con-
duel, the felicity of his people, the ftudy of his
life, and their freedom and privileges the glory
of his reign ?

But, from thofe public and more generaj tef-
timonies of God'sdiftingnifhing goodnefs tous.,
ss we are Chriftians, as we are Proteftants, and
as we are free Britons, I would beg leave to pro-
ceed to his more particular and private mercies
to the commanders, the inferior officers, and the
fihip's company now before me.

I (ball at prêtent, pafs over the innumerable
mercies which we have long enjoyed from God,
in common with our feHow-fubjecb—and all the
fignal bleflings with which any of us may have
been favoured—with refpedl to our birth—or
rank---our time—our talents—our education—
and all their concomitant advantages.

I will



I will but juft remind you of the compaffion,
and mercy of God manifefted to you, in raifing
you up, when you have been laid low upon " the
« bed of ficknefs," in delivering you very often
from dangers and diftrefles both by land and
fea— at home and abroad— in fociety and foli-.
tude— by night and by day— and, particularly,
in preferving you alive, perhaps without a wound,
in the hours of battle — while thoufands have
fallen at your fide, and ten thoufands at your
right hand. The mere mention of thefe mer-
cies, will, I hope, awake in your fouls that gra-
titude, which they once excited, or ought to have.
excited, and which will be always dueforthem. —
But,

My brethren— fince I had the honor of preaching
to you laft Lord's day, it hath pleafed Almighty
God to alarm us with the moft awful difpenfation
of his providence, that any of us have ever
feen, a few days

The Moft High—" with clouds and ftormi,
Around him thrown, tempefe o'er tempeftroll'd
Majeftic darknefs ! on the whirlwind's wing,
Riding fublime," — " fhook terribly thcearth."

" And all faces," even the bright and beautiful
face of nature berfelf-, " gathered blacknefs," by
land and by fea !

By land, what (hocking fcenes of deftruftion
have fome of us feen fince that time ! And what

terrible
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terrible horrors have we all heard of from the in-
land part of the ifland! there we may behold, as
*e have beheld here, the houfes of every kind
levelled with the duft I there, as here, we may fee
th« old, and the young, the invalid and the man
of Health, prorrtifcuoufly fmothered in their ruins !
*Mle their furviving relations and countrymei*
ftand penfive, in unutterable woe, around the
défolated habitations --now become the tombs of
ptértíaps, the beloved partners of their lives, or
tiie fweet pledges of their conjugal loves—or the
dear friends of their youth-'—or the darling wo-
man of their heart ! Many, and even fome of
them' who are Grangers in a ftrange Jand—-have
loft their all } and are, at this moment, without
cloathing—-without money—without friends—
írffrad health—-and, I may add, without fo much.
as thé möft common food !

For the irrefiftible tempeft, which tore up the
trees of the foreft with their roots, hath radically
deftroyed thofe leflèr fruits of the earth which aie
theftaff of life. But,

Tragic and terrible as this hurricane and earth-
quake proved at land, all muft allow that it was
no iéfsfo at Tea.—When—frightened at the thun-
ders of the Moil High as he came down in judg-
ment with the angels of his vengeance—we faw
the fun---the moon—and theftars difappear—-
and the very heavens feemed to fly away with a
great noiie—When—the waters of the great deep
rbfe up rapidly upon us, and " had well nigh:

" overwhelmed



" overwhelmed our fouls"—-When—the
were raging around us for entrance—When the
windows of the firmament were opened above us—
When—the pillars of the world were trembling
below us—When the thunders and whirlwinds
roared tremendoufly on every fidç of us->-—
When the lightning and meteors, day and nigh,r,
blazed unceafingly about us—When the veflels,
were daíhing to pieces before and behind us—
" When this noble, battle-wounded ihip was ftrik-
•' ing upon that rock !—and the angel of death,
il as he pafled by, looked in upon us I"—and we
faw all thefe dreary íhores covered with wrecks—
What anguiíh filled our fouls ! and, with what a.
torture of pain did the terrible profpecb in our
eye, and the ideas of our brethrens fituation at
fea, harrow up every feeling mind among us! The
thoughts of being cut off at once, and for ever 1
in a foreign land—by an unavoidable and unna-
tural death—from our country—from our pa-
rents—from our wives—from our children—
from glory and the conqueft of Britain's foes—-
and from every thing that can make life defireablc
—added, inexpreffibly, to the other agonies of
our fouls—and " made each horror look more
" horrible ! but, my brethren, true is that fay-
" ing, man's extremity is God's opportunity."
At this momentous and memorable crifis, pur
God heard the groans of our diftrçfs l and he
gracioufly faved, and delivered us—and hath
brought all of us in health and in peace unto
thi idayl

On



on ibis, his holy day, have we therefore met
together, to wait upon and worihip—to magnify
and blefs, with the united ardors of our hearts,
the great God of our falvation—the divine and
almighty author of our miraculous deliverance.
Miraculous! it certainly was—for, after every
effort had been exerted—every mean had been
«fed, for our prefervation, which naval (kill, and
naval fpirit could poffibly exert—but all was in
vain—and we had no hope—nature's great King
commanded the winds and the waves to " be
'• ftill," and they were ftill !

And here allow me to congratulate with all of
you, officers fupreme and fubordinate, and with
every fingle individual of the (hip's company,
upon the ftrength with which God ftrengthened
your fouls, during the whole of this trying
fcenc.

From the fupreme commander there is nothing
fo great in conduct or in courage which we had
not reafon to expeft, from his many paft difplays
of both—nor have our higheft expectations been
difappointed.

Very great eulogiums are due to the activity
zeal, and fpirit of the captain—and every other
officer deferves the encomiums of praife.

And you, my brave men, who acted under their
command, merit every compliment which we can

beftow
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beftow on an indefatigable attention, a chearful
performance of your duty---a cool intrepidity—
and a chriftian refignation to heaven, when every
moment feemecl big with your final fate.

* - • • г ' i \. l

In'riiyTacredjline, I could only pour out my
foul'for 'all" or" you, In cjacuL'ltory prayer before .
that God whofe " mercy rejoiceth againft judge-
'c ment" and who fits exalted to give to peni-
tence j 'öar$p,ri,and faívaçion.

Blended with the dying ardors of yourrepent-
•rice arid devotions, .they penetrated the heavens,
and v/еге immediately prefented and pleaded
upon by 'our 'd iv ine advocate—they were srra-

* H ' 2 ' ' ' ' • ''• • • - . *"
cirttlfly'ne'ard, and have been ipcedily and mc-r-
crfu11y"arifw'ered,

'Now, my brethren, what (hall we render unto
the Lord for this wonderful falvation of us, and
for p.H his othej f ignal mercies and deliverances of
every kind, of which I h.ive reminded you! ihall
v/e continue any longer in fin when fuch grace
does abound ? Shall we go, when the ardor of
°4r gratitude abates, and, thoughtlefs of this
very ftriking and uncommon interpofal of pro-
vidence in our favor, return, the fwearer to his
blafphemies—the drunkard to his bottle—thc

man of criminal gallantry to his intrigues—or,
ihall any finner, of any other paffion among us,
return again to the commiffion of his former
vicei—after being thus fnatched by the arm of

F Omnipotence



Omnipotence from the jaws of death—-and, it
may be from the bottoinlefs abyfs of deftruc-
tion ! God forbid! firs! that we Ibould'be fo
ungrateful to our greateft and beft bcnefaftor—
This would be a b;ife return for all his loving
kindnefs and tender mercies to us—-and^ it
would argue that we were loll to all ferífé of our
own temporal, and eternal intereft.

In the hours of your fear and diftrefs, without
a doubt, all of you were full of devotional difpo-
fuions—and, it is natural to fuppofe, that moft,
if not all of you, refolved, that if God, then
fpared your lives, you would give up your
immoral follies, and aft a more rational and
pious part, through every period of the future time
for which you prayed. Well, God has, agree-
able to your wiihes and' vows, fpared and pro-
longed your l ives—but pray remember that your
vows are rc-giftered in Heaven---and tltat there
are terrible threatenings in your bibles againft
the man who neglects to perform all fuch vows
as you have made unto God---God will, not be
rnocked---he has been ever fincc, marking all
your thbug'h^s, words and a<5lions-T-he is, this
day, marking the frame of your fouls, while
you-are 'offering him the thankfgiving of your-
heart. He expefts that you will immediately
reduce your refolutions to praftice.-7-that ,is—-
that, as you were faved by his grace, ye will
henceforth live to his glory—that you will lead

J " new
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new lives—lives of fobriety, righteoufnefs and
godlinefs.

If thus you have rcfolved—and will thus re-
form and amen J your hearts—your converfation
and moral conduft, then, you may confidently
depend upon it, that God will in all future trials,
as he has in this, ft be your ftrength and your^
" hope, and a very prefent help in every time of
" trouble."—-Then may we fpeak comfort to our
fouls, and, in an humble dependence upon that
all-powerful being, who, on many extraordinary
occafions, as well as this, has been our Saviour
and our deliverer, take up that noble and heroic
refolution of the royal author of my text,
" Though an hoft of foes were led againit us, yet
" will not our hearts be afraid—though wars
" furround us on every fide, yet will we put our
<{ truft in God—Wt will not fear, though the
'< Earth be moved—though the hills be carried
** into the midft of the fea—though the waves
<( thereof rage and fwell and the mountains
" ihake at the tempeft of the fame. For the
u Lord of Holts is with us, the God of Jacob
" is our refuge !"

F I N I S .


