ISLANDS:
OR,
A full Defcrlptlon and Account of the
ftrange and ‘terrible Fire, lately broke
out of the Ground , in the Ifland Fyal,

in Threefcore and Ten feveral placcs.

As alfo in fome other Nelghbourmg
Iflands: to the Deftru&ion of moft
of the Inhabltants and unexprefﬁble
Terror and Affy lghtment of thof¢ that
by flight efcaped its difmal Effects.

AEfle quogue in Fatis reminifcimur affort
tempw
Quo Mare, guo Tellus , Jommnufguz Exar-
deat Ether.

~Lordan, Prirted for Phllip Brockshy , next door tothe Ball,.
in Weft Smithficld, neer the Hoipital Gate. 1672,
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A full Defcrlptlon and A'ccount of the
-{’crange and terrible Flre lately. broke
out of the Ground; in the Ifland
Fyal, in Threelcore and Ten feveral
places Asalfoin fome other Neigh-
bounnglﬂands

Mongﬁ all thofe Stapendidus ¢ffedts wherewith
My#terions Nature Exercifesand keeps in awe

' her trembling Children:, few theie are thae
‘havemore, botly af’eomlhed Vulgar Heads; and

zbaﬂcd the Studics of more knowing and Phylofiphical
Az Enquus
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Enquirers, than thofe Occult and Subterranean Fires,
which have Been obferved always to Rage in fome parti-.
cular parts of our Earthly Globe | and at certain periods.
of time to break forth, to the Deraftation of the Ada
jacent Couatgies , Mount e£tna , and Pefurins 5 are Fa-.
mous on this account in the Monuments of Antiquity.;
Whofe wondrous qualitics, whillt Pliny(that Great Secre-.
tary of Nature) rafhly Attempied by too near approaches.
to difcover , he is reported to be flain by oue of thofe.
- vaft burning Stones which it almoft contrnually vomits.
up into the . Air, falling thus, a Sacrifice: to his overs.
~ bufie Curiofity.. ‘ ,
- The beft account  Phylofiphy Kas yet afforded us,
of thefe frange Fires, is, That the Mo ‘nuins, og
places wherein they happen, are within Repleated with
Brimftone, and the-Ground . or Soil there 5 confiftsof,
vaft quantitics of Bituminous , or the Jike Compuiiible
mattce ,, which taking Fire , either from its own Innate.
heat., or the Penetrating Rays of the Sun, the Winds.
‘which through imperceptible Crannics whiltle up and-
down in thofe underground Vaules (produciug thereby
fomctimes thofe Erruptions we call Earthquakes ) ferve
as Bellows to Augment jrs Rage : And having fo much.
ready difpofed Fewel to. Rrsy: upgm; . it; geafps not.
burning, but in procels of time, €ating up towards the
Surface , the Flames which had fo long lurk'd mn-elsic
Carernes below, break out , to the infinitc amazement of-
Mortals, who had nat the leaft. appréhenfion of {ich an.
hidden , but- moft terrible and devagring. Encmy. A
dreadful and deplorable example of which kind very
lately hapned , is, The mournful Subjeét of the prefent
Narzative 5 which be pleafed to aceept according to th; |
e s o7 " moft.



moft certain Intelligence from the place that was: the
unhappy Scenc of this Tragedy of Horror , as follows,

On the ‘Coaft of the Eaft-Indies (whofe Stices and
precious Stones may juftly Vye Dignity with the Wedt-
ern Miacs):not. tar from that Eminent and weli-known
-port of ‘Goa , there lies a Clufter of Mlands ; fome of .
which being fir{t difcovered by the Purtagues , do full
ipay. obedience to that Crown.. Amongf(t thefe’, that
cailed Fyal> for the plcafantnefs of the Air s commodi-
oufnefs “of its Situation , richnefls of the Commoa
dities it produced , and number of Inhabitants, did
far excel the 1eft, whence we may eafily Colle@
that. the People who ¢njoyed all thefe signal advan-
tages lived in great Eafe , Plenty, Magnificence, and
Security : But alas!aow fooncanthe Aldifpoling ‘Aim
of providence blaft our Joys,. and by unexpécted

.-means. tura_our mofi fleurifhing condition intp a frate
of mifery and deflolation, |

On a fuddep in the. beginning of this laft spring,
as they were in the hight of their Joliity , a Deluge
of Fire, that by the means before: hinted at, had
long lain hid and confined, in the Bowels of the
Earth, broke. out with unimaginable Horror, and
Impetuous Rage, in no lefs then seventy diftinct
places of tieir Ifland, the Earth opening with hotri-
ble Roarirgs, and feveral vafe Hyatufles, or Hideous
Gaypings, one of which hapning in the chief Town
(Leing a place of excellent structure., and Populous) -
all the- Buildings > and moft part of the Inhabitants
were inftantly fwallowed in that dreadful Abyflc of

Flamcs,..
A 3: ;g‘;\
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TIn other places whole Flocks and Herds were Abforpt,

and defcended as Burnt-Offerings in Hecatombs, Diss

Manibuse ' /

The Flames which had thus broke Prifon from Earth,
mounted with {uch fury and violence towards Heaven,
as if they would have joyned with the Elemental Fire ,
which the Ariftotelians talk of ,and perfected the Haiver-
al Conflagration. : ‘

Valt scones red hot were (as it were ) {hot through
the Air , which falling fome miles diftant , kil'd great
numbers , and deftroyed fuch of the Houfes as the
Earthquakes at the time of the fie{t Erruptions had
left {tanding. o

In Fine, There was nothing but Horror , Afto-
nifhment , Deftruction , and Confufion: The Air was
a]l filled with {moak, burning Cinders, and Afhes
which feil like a Fiery Rain,and uttcrly wafted the whole
Country, .- . . .

Allthe Elements feemed to War again{t, and Cons
Lpire for the ‘punithment of the wrctched Inhabicants,
whofe” Terrors and Defiractions were fuch as:ate
not poffible to be fully, cither deferibed , or 1ma-
gined, T e

An Uaniverfal Confternation had feized them , and
avithout any regard to their Friends or Relations;
Woenmen lcaving their little Babes, and Men aban.
dening their aged helplels parents, every onc endea-
voured to fhift for himfelf, and get away by what
meansthey could,from that difmal place which th:eatned
them cvery moment, with nothing but the moft dread-
ful kind-of Death aad Deltruction.

The
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*The Neighbouring Iflands, as St. Mizhiels, 8t. Georgesy
St, auries , and the Tarccras, were the Zoars, to which,,
‘Wwinged with fear, they Flew for refuge:; though the laft
Can promife them bue little fecurity > fince the Fire is
fince broke out there too,though as yct,not with that fury
and violence as in Fyal, '

Some of our PiousAnceftors (tich in Faith , though,
barren in Phylofophy ) conceited thofe Vulcano's, or
burning Mouritains of Brim{tone As, eLtia, Vefuriuss
and the like, to be the Local place of Hell, and Re-
ceptacles of Souls Doom’d to everlafting torments. The
-truth is , they feem’d to have a very neer refemblance
“to that Litreral defcription of Hell delivered tous ,, in
‘the Sacred - Oracles, And though fome wild Athe-
“iftical Gallants (that fcarce dread any other Hell, bus
an empty pocket, or the frowns of a Miftris) may
Sugget, that Fire can have no effect of torment on a
Soul, and that weeping and gnafhing of tceth are not
cafily fuppofed punifhments confifteat, and therefore
that all thofe things are Allegorically to te under-
ftood , yet let them be afflured the Fire of Hell is
cither Elemental Fire , or fomething worfe ; for which
we want 2 Name that can better exprefs its inconccives
able, as.well as endlefs tortures,

Wherefore
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‘Wherefore let all Pious Readers, by
this terrible example of ‘God’s Power;
and firangeburping mthe Bowelsof the
Earch,be admonifthéd to mind thiae Unis
verfal Conflagration , when the whole
Globe of Earth thall confefs it’s, A fhes,
and be deftroyed by Fire; and to prepare
for that amazing Judgement which {hall
thenimmediately fucceed,(the thoughts
whereof alone, asa Noble Author hath
it , -areable to keep s boneft in the dark ,
and?) which fhall Impartially render to
every Man according to his Works,

F LN A S,



