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MAY COLD S P E U  

I n  t empera t e  America May rarely fails t o  have i t s  spell of  cold weather. The 

m.me condition e x i s t s  i n  Central Europe, where the cold per iod is knOVrrn 8 8  

K!kl te rkhf&l le ,  t h e  return o r  "backslide" of cold. In the b i t e d  States t he  Eb8- 

e i a s i p p i  Valley averages colder in t h e  win ter  than t h e  A t l a n t i c  s t a t e s ,  but in the 

spring t h e  center  of t h e  continent heats up more quickly,tending t o  the es t ab l i sh -  

ment there of a pressure lower than t h a t  over t he  regione of Hudson Bay and  easten! 

Canada, t h e  LRbrador Current and the Grand Banks, which are s t i l l  i c i l y  cold frou 

t h e i r  snowfields and vas t  expanses of i ce .  

Hence once in a while t h i e  cold air flow8 southwestward, down i n t o  t h e  United 

States,  reachQng through Naw England and t h e  M i d d l e  At lan t ic  States, and t h e  €Teat 

c e n t r a l  baein, inc luding  the  Great h k e s  and t h e  region fo r  several hmdred niles 

8Quth of then. Near the seacoast o r  t h e  Lakes t h e  uercury tunbles sharp ly  and 

u8ually suddenly, Chicagole records give instances of a quick shifting of the  

wind fron the southwest t o  t h e  no r theas t ,  the cold b l a s t  weep ing  down over Lake 

Michigan, causing i n  a few ninutee a fall of t he  mercury fron 80 or 85 dagrees t o  

45 degreee. Along t h e  New England coset t h e s e  sudden fa l l s  with a Portheast  wind 

epring and mamec are known 86 l~~ea-turnsw. 

(Tomorrow: Fogs i n  Spring) 
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