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? WHY THE: WEATHER 7 

D r .  Charles F .  Erooks, 
Secretary,  Anerican Meteorological S o c i e t y ,  

sasa : 

W S S I  TAILS ARE CIRRUS CWU DS 

An h t i n a t e  acquaintance with t h e  cirrus clouds,  and t h e i r  c l o s e  relativee, 

t h e  c i r r o  stratus and Cirro-cwuluB, i s  nost u s e f u l  in recognizing approaching 

storr?y weather. Even in t h e  h o t t e s t  weather they  cons i s t  of ice-needles,  for they 

are usually from t h r e e  t o  s i x  niles above the ea r th ,  where the tewera twe  ranges 

iron 15 t o  100 degrees bolow f reez ing ,  

usually they appear as the advance guard of a &om, which t h e i r  great speed 

CaUsee them t o  o u t s t r i p ,  though they  had their  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  sane place  and at the 

s m e  time as the rest of the etorm mee .  The t r u e  cirruo i s  first t o  a r r i v e -  

The rime ie n o s t  appropriate;  translated it i s  Ita curl", s, r ing le t t1 .  I t a  " b h r e ~ '  

tails" are like long WiSp6 of hair, i ts  "feather clouds1f are  great curling p l ~ n e s ,  

As t h e  etorn get8 nearer, t h e  c i r r o - s t r a t u s  clouds appear, a thicker layer liki 

an unbroken whi te  v e i l ,  oL uneven and o f t e n  fibroue tex ture .  Their t o p s  are Q f  

about the sane altitude, as the, cirrus, but  t h e i r  snowy trail8 have fallen lowere 

Cirro-cunulue nay acconpauy t h a  as t h i n  wh i t i sh  f lock6  frou which t h e  cirrus mow 

fall. la t h e  nost faniliar f a n  i t  is the I1curdled ekyO. More picturesque 

sti l l  is t h e  mackerel eky where the  cloud8 are arraneed i n  groups and lines VerY 

l i k e  t h e  p a t t e r n  of the f i e h l s  back. 

lbckerel ekiee and mresI t a i l e  
Make l o f t y  ships ca r ry  low s ~ i l e .  

(Tomorrow: Airp lane  Betters Cloud Record) 
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