No. 16 A Scisnge Service Featurs

May 30 ? WHY THE VEATHER ?
Dr. Charles F. Brooks,
Secretary, Anerican Msteorological Sociaty

drasgaved:

SUN_DOES NOT DRAW WATER

A faniliar phenomonon of sunrise and sunsat is that of "th~ sun drawing
Wwater®, which is popularly supposed to fornbode a storm, Lineas of altornate light
and shade soeam to radiate from the sun, which itself is concealed by heavy banks
of clouds. Thes affect is one of much baauty, particularly where thars is a tingoe
°f color. Mnateorologists call tho phonomenon crapuscular rays.

Tho cause is tho prosence of densc, bunchy clouds through thc intarsticas of
which the lightboams pass, in clean-cut contrast to the shadows cast by tha clouds.
The rays though practically parallol appoar to braaden as they approach nearar to
the eyo of the obsarvar, like tho rails on 2 straight track.

As tho phenomonon would not be well dsfinod wers it not for tha prosence of
den;e clouds and haze resulting from a considorables amount of moisture in tha at-
mwosphera, tharn ie som» truth in tha belisf that "tho sun drawing water" may bs a
bPortent of approaching wet weather,

(Tomorrow: Raindrop Forme on Dust.)
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