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? WHY THE WEATHER 1 

D r ,  Charles F, Brooks, 
S e ere  t Rry , Aile ri can Net nor0 log i c a1 So c i s t  y 

eays: 

RAINDROP FORMS ON DUST 

A raindrop cons i s t8  of a considerable accumulation of water condecsed Won a 

Part ic le  of dust in the air, 

formed become larger and larger, and as they grow they begin t o  f a l l  at an aPFrec- 

i a b l e  veloc i ty .  Sone drops u n i t e .  

through the rising a i r  which was responsible  for the condensation, and, if they 

escape t o t a l  evaporation in their descent, fall as rain. 

As condensation continues the globules O f  water first 

Soon the larger drops f a l l  fast enough t o  Pass ' 

A good-sized raindrop contains as much water as 8J000,000 ordinary cloud drop- 

The ordinary drop is one-sixtoenth of an inch In diameter, and the largest let68 

onsofifth of an inch. The raindrop's 6 $ 2 0  as it reaches the  ground depends upon 

conditions, In gently rising air cor.densation takes place very slowl)rJ and thus 

very small drops can fall, and me have drizzling rain, Where COnv0CtiOn i s  

strongest, with powerful ascending air currants, drops m y  be held a lof t  u n t i l  the; 

are very large, the extremes f a l l i n g  with great splashes ,  as observed just i n  ad- 

vance of the downpour of a thunderstam. 

(Tomorrow: Intens i ty  of Ra infa l l , )  

A l l  r ight s  reserved by Science Service, 

Washington, D.C. 
1115 Connecticut Ave., 


