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di8CU3Ses: 

JMTENSITY OF RAINFALk 

The i n t e n s i t y  of  ra infal l  is dependent upon t h e  rapidity of condensation and 

the spend at Which a r a i n i n 8  cloud .passes over a place,  Condensation is usual ly  S.0 

Mors than h a l f  the r a i n f a l l s  do not.axceed five- 

of an inch, and h a l f  an inch is considered heavy* But falls of  One inch 

t h a t  on ly  l ight  r a i n  occurs, 

are connon, and occas iona l ly  there  is a rainfall of two inches  or more i n  a day4 

The extreme i s  t h e  western cloudburst, which i s  the  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  maximun of COnVeC- 

tion, a phenomenon typical of they(3reat P l a i n s  and the  d r y  southwest, 

The uppshtgg air ourren ts  uphoLd the  r ap id ly  forming raindrops, u n t i l  the ac- 

cumulation of water is e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  g rea t .  A sudden collapse of t h e  air CO~WJXIS 

Pemite the  watery mas8 t o  descend, almost like a torrent, In mountain OOmtr? 

t h e  entire f a l l  tumbles sudden17 upon a small watershed, t h e  conseguenoes t o  

l i f e  and property are sometines d i sa s t roue ,  

The severe thunderstorm provides what 8 e m 8  8 emall deluge, for here, too, t h e  

8QcWding air c u r r e n t s  prevent t he  drops from f a l l i n g  except i n  localized area*, 

whiah they may be poured from neighboring regions of ascent ,  and W e  have 

stonpe which partake of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  cloudburst. 

becornea e t a l l a d ,  t he  downpour continuing for'an hour  o r  more makes several inches 

O f  r a i n f a l l  and produces severe l oca l  floods. 

fal len into a reoording gauge occurred at Porto Bello,  Panama, in  November, 1911, 

when the record showed a fall of 2,47 inches  in t h r e e  minutes, 

If such a r a i n s t o r n  

The most intense r a i n  t h a t  has 

-..-------- 
(Tomorrow : Thunder st oms. ) 
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