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d i s c u s s e s  : 
-c-----L- 

THE TWO KXNDS OF THUNDERSTORMS 

Thunderstorms a re  d iv ided  i n t o  two gene ra l  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  heat thunderstom, 

which is l o c a l  i n  its  cha rac t e r ,  and which usua l ly  l eave8  the atmosphere f u l l y  1x8 

OPPressive, i f  n o t  more GO, than  b e f o r e  it occurred ;  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  l twindshif t  l i n e "  

type which m a r k s  the a r r i v a l  o f  d r i e r  and coo le r  c l e a r  weather, 

i s  gene ra l ly  confined t o  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  and early evening, c los ing  t h e  hour6 

of the  day ' s  extreme heat.  

inG of  t h e  s u r f a c e  air when the  atmosphere is  comparatively quiet ,  

are sporadic ,  and may move i n  any d i r e c t i o n ,  though usually from a wes te r ly  d i r e c -  

t i o n  

The l o c a l  shower 

An u n s t a b l e  cond i t ion  is brought about by t h e  Overheat- 

Such s torms 

The o t h e r  c l a s s  of  thunderstorm, as a rule, is more severo ,  They may form a 

near ly  cont inuous l i n e  hundreds of miles long  a c m e s  the country,  as the C O O 1  

from t h e  weet or  n o r t h  meets the hot ,  moist c u r r e n t  which has been r ende r ing  the 

atmosphere t r y i n g  t o  man and beast, 

the warm cur ren t  l i k e  a wedgo, either l t f t i n g  the mois ture  bodi ly  o r  en t r app ing  it 

The cool c u r r e n t  u sua l ly  strikes t h e  s i d e  Of 

en t ry  above, t hen  descending and v i o l e n t l y  f o r c i n g  it a l o f t .  Condensation takas 

Place r ap id ly ,  r e s u l t i n g  in d i s rup t ive ,  e l e c t r i c a l  d i s tu rbancea  and a heavy down- 

Pourhe ;  of r a i n ,  T h i s  type  of storm of ten  shows the  forb idding  anvi l -shaped OlOUd, 

and is n o t  infrequently accornpanfed by hai l  and windsqua l l s  which eometimes are of 

such s t r e n g t h  as t o  l e v e l  trees and frail b u i l d i n g s ,  Its arrival may be e i ther  bY 

or by night,  

(Tomorrow: Distribution of Thunderetorrns~)  
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