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Areas of h igh  and l o w  pres su re  pass across t h e  United S t a t e s  ir. constant  Pro- 

cession f r o n  wait t o  e a s t ,  at v c l o c i t i o s  avoraging 20 miles an hour i n  s m e r  and 

3o miles in win te r .  In s m e r  when t h e  atmospheric  c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  w a a b r  t h e  spoed 

slower culd t h o  c o n t r a s t s  between flhighs" and ~ t l o w s ~ ~  a r e  Less pronounced t h a n  in 

the wintor ,  f o r  which reason weather  is leus changoable and d is turbances ,  a p a r t  

from thunderstorms and  t h e  i n f r e q u e n t  to rnado and hur r icane ,  are leas v i o l e n t .  Each 

hi@ o r  low p r e s s u r e  a r e a  covers  a great t e r r i t o r y ,  ranging  ir. d i m e t o r  from a fan' 

t o  a thousand o r  more mi les .  

In  moteoroloey these a r e a s  are known as 'thighs1f and nlowstl, and, whan we l l -  

def ined ,  "cyclor.esll and l 'anticyclonesll ,  names der ived  from t h e i r  wind sy6t(3ms- 

speaking, t h o  t'high" o r  "an t icyc lone"  is an area of fair  tvOftfherJ t h e  
It 

l o w t t  o r  ~Icyclonell an area of  stormy cond i t ions .  

The t e r n  tlcyclonelt vas f i r a t  app l i ed  t o  t h e  storms of  s p i r a l l y  inflovJing wir ,ds  

about low p rossu re  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  Indian  Ocaan, corresponding t o  our West I n d i a  

hwricanes .  Then i t s  usage was broadar.ed t o  i nc lude  oinilar though usUallY l e s s  

" io len t  storms i n  t e n p e r a t o  l a t i t u d e s ,  and also tho small d e s t r u c t i v e  whirlwind 

m e t ~ O r o l o g i s t s  c a l l  t h o  tornado,  

the s p i r a l l y  out f lowing  s y s t e m  of  winds from c e n t e r s  o f  high pros6uroI  

Thn term 'lant icyclonell was invented  t o  des igna te  

(Tonorrow: Tho Hot Wave.) 
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