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-----I--- V E T r 1  AND rrDRY'l MOON FALLACY 

One of  t h e  h a r d e s t  dying of t h o  o l d  false weather p r o v e r b s  i s  t h a t  of t h e  

"VCOt" a d  rrdryll 7rn0nsr 

downward, i t  is a rtwettr moon, because i t  will n o t  "hold waterll, and t h e  month W i l l  

be One of  foul w e a t h e r ,  But i f  t h e  horns p o i n t  upward it i s  a Irdryct moon, becanso 

it  Will "hold Vy'ater", and t h e  n o n t h  w i l l  be fa i r .  

R h e t h o r  t h e  h o r n s  t i p  up t o  t i p  down is because of  a s t r o n o m i c a l  reasons ,  and h a s  

n o t h i n g  whatovor t o  do w i t h  weather ,  Yet many p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  r e l i g i o u s l y  in t h e  

adage+ What d i f f e r e n c e  could i t  make with  t h e  e a r t h ' s  weather  whether  t h e  Sw1 aP- 

Pear6 t o  shir.e a l i t t l e  m o r e  on t h e  upper  p a r t  t h a n  on t h e  lower  p a r t  of  the  moon? 

Accordir!C; t o  t h e  fable, if t h e  horns of t h e  new moon t i p  

This is t h e  s h e e r e s t  n o r s e n s e *  

The false proverb  e v i d e n t l y  arose, from t h o  f a c t  that  some months are unusual ly  

wet and o t h e r s  are  w u s u a l l y  dry, w h i l e  sometines  t h o  new moon does Ithold water" 

and sometines  does n o t ,  The co inc idence  o f  so wet^^ moon and a w e t  month, o r  a rrdryl' 

moon and a dry month i s  remembered, fa i lures  of t h e  proverb arb forgo'%ten* 

b e l i e v e r s  i n  the adage vjould t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  scan t h e  weather  r e c o r d s  in 

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  %et" and 'Idry" moons t h e i r  b e l i e f  would q u i c k l y  W R V w .  

I f  

(Tomorrow: T o r r e n t i a l  Rains on t h e  Front  of a Mountain of Cold Air,) 
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