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June 15 ? WHY THE WEATHER 7

Dr, Charles F,Brooks,
Secretary, American Meteorologiecal Society

"TETY _AND “DRYY MOON FALLACY

One of the hardest dying of the old false weather proverbs is that of the
"Wot" and "dry" moons. According to the fable, if the horns of the new moon tip
downward, it is a "wet" moon, because it will not "hold water", and the month will
be.one of foul weather, But if the horns point upward it is a "dry" moon, beceuse
it will "hold water", and the month will be fair. This is the shesrest nonsense.
Whether the horns tip up to tip down is because of astronomical reasons, and has
nothing whatever to do with weather, Yet many people believe religiously in the
adage. What difference could it make with the earth's weather whether the sun ap-
Pears to shine a little more on the upper part than on the lower part of the moon?

The false proverb evidently arose from the fact that some months are unusually
wet and others are urusually dry, while sometimes the new moon does "hold water®
and sometimes does not. The coincidence of "wet" moon and a wet month, or a "dry"
moon and a dry month is remembered, failures of the proverb are forgotten. If
believers in the adage would take the opportunity to scan the weather records in

their relation to "wet" and dry" moons their belief would gquickly waver.
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(Tomorrow: Torrential Rains on the Front of a Mountain of Cold Air,)
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