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TORriW!'IRL RAIHs 01' THE FROlCIT OF A MOUNTAIN OF COLD AIR 

The excossive r a i n s  which have been occurr ing  i n  par ts  o f  t h e  South and oC- 

cas iona l ly  i n  o tho r  parts of t h e  e a s t c r n  k i t e d  S t a t e s  during t h e  p a s t  s eve ra l  v r m k s  

are i n  many r e s p e c t s  l i k e  the  heavy r a i n f a l l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  windward f ace  of 

a s t eep  mountain, Unlike t h e  mountain of s o l i d  rock, however, t h e  obs t ruc t ing  rmun- 

t a i n  O f  cold a i r  i s  nob i l e ,  and o f t e n  rushes  forward under, or even fa l l s  onto, t h e  

'Wrn vdind, 
i t  

be l t f sp reads  i t  over a considerable  s t r i p  o f  country.  

t h e  case, f o r  i n s t ead  o f  general  r a i n f a l l s  of  two o r  t h r e e  inches,  o r  even t e n  Or 

Ins tead  of concent ra t ing  t h e  heavy r a i n f a l l  a long a r e l a t i v e l y  rarron'  

Fortunate  it i s  that such is 

observed i n  India wheret the southwest monsoon s t r i k e s  t h e  Khasi H i l l s .  A t  Cherra- 

Pmji, at an e l eva t ion  of about 4000 feet, a r a i n f a l l  of 110.8 inches was measured 

on June 14> 1876, 

Once t h e  warm, m o i s t  wind has  r i s e n  over  t h e  mountain f r o n t ,  whether it be  a 

f r o n t  of rock o r  of  c o l d  a i r , t h e  cool ing has  so  reduced i t s  moisture  content t h a t  

l i t t l e  nore  r a i n f a l l  can occur,  

descend and  be Narned by conpreasion, t hus  d i s s i p a t i n g  the, clolids. 

i s  r a i n l e s s .  

t h e  East 

being. deluged. 

Anyway, boyond t h e  mountain f r o n t  t h e  air  tends t o  

So t h e  i n t e r i o r  

In our West the d r i e s t  d e s e r t s  a r e  behind t h e  w e t t e s t  nomtains, SO in 

weather i s  l i b o l y  t o  occur i n  t h o  Northeast  while t h e  South is 
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