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June 18 ? WHY THE FEATHER ¢
Dr. Charles F. Brooks,
Secretary, American Meteorological Society,

discusses:

FACTORS _IN TORECASTING

In weather forecasting, the motto is:
"Eastward the course of the weather makes its way."
Weather men know that if a hot wave is in the Ohio Valley one morninpg it can be
expected to make the Middle Atlantic Coast swelter the next morning. And the cool
Wave appearing in Ontario promises relief in New England within 24 hours.. This
fundamental rule of forecasting holds good in the middle latitudes of the sarth.

Also there is the rule that like attracts like. Big areas of clear and rela-
tively cool weatrer tend to move toward other similar areas, known as areas of
high Pressure because cool, dry air is heavier than warm, moist air and consequent-
1y pushes the mercury in the barometer up higher. Storm areas, or those of low
Pressure tend to move toward other éimilar arsas. Since, as a rule, thg southern
latitudes experience chronic high pressure and the 1at£tudes of the northern bor-
der equally chronic low pressurc the storms moving eastward tend to veer to the
north and the areas of clear, cool weather, to the south, This must be rackoned
on by the forecasters,

The third big factor in forecasting weather is similar to one of the factors
that makes a good doctor; knowledge of the personal peculiarities of the patient.
Weather varies in character and behavior from season to season and over different
areas of the country., Conditions which may bring fair weather in one section D2y
cause rain not many miles eway, Experience with the ways of the weather enable
the experienced forscaster to tell what is coming next as does knowledge of the

patient help a doctor to read his fever chart intelligently.

(Tomorrow; Forecasting in June.)
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