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? VXY '!'E T'TATHER ? 

Dr. Charles  F. Brooks, 
Secre t  ary , American P'Ie t eo r o l o  g i c  a1 Society , 

' --.._I d i scusses  : 

FACTORS I N  TORECASTING 

I n  weather forecas t ing ,  t h e  motto is: 

"Ea8tward tho course of t h e  weathsr makes i t s  way.'' 

Weather  men know t h a t  i f  a h o t  wave ie i n  t h e  Ohio Valley one morning i t  can be 

expected t o  make t h e  Middle A t l a n t i c  Coast swel te r  t h e  next  norning,  And the  COOL 

aPpearir,g i n  Ontar io  promises r e l i e f  i n  New England wi th in  24 hours. .  This  

r u l e  of  fo recas t ing  ho lds  good i n  t h e  middle l a t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h *  

Also the re  is t h e  r u l e  t h a t  l i k e  a t t r a c t s  l i k e ,  Dig areas of  c l e a r  and rela- 

t ively c o o l  weatber tend t o  move toward o ther  similar areas ,  hown a8 a reas  of  

Pressure  because cool, dry a i r  i s  hcavicr  than warm, n o i e t  a i r  and consequer,t" 

l Y  Pushes t h e  mercury i n  t h e  barometer up higher .  St.orm Areas, Or those of  l o w  

Pressure t end  t o  move toward o t h e r  sinilar areas. Since,  as a ru le ,  t h e  Southern 

l a t i t u d e s  experience chronic h igh  p res su re  and the  l a t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  nor thern  bor -  
\ 

der  equally chronic l o w  pressure  t h e  s t o r n s  moving eastward t end  t o  veer t o  t h e  

no r th  nnd t h e  areas of  clear, cool weather,  t o  t h e  south. Th i s  must be reckoned 

on by the  f o r e c a s t e r s ,  

The t h i r d  b i g  f a c t o r  i n  f o r e c a s t i n g  weather i s  similar t o  one of t h e  f a c t o r s  

t h a t  makes a good doc tor ;  knowledge of the personal p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of t he  Patient- 

Weather  v a r i e s  i n  cha rac t e r  and behavior  from season t o  season and over d i f f e r e n t  

areas O f  the  country,  Condi t ions which may b r ing  fair  weather i n  one sec t ion  nay 

cause r a i n  not nany milos may, Experience wi th  t h o  w q r s  o f  t h e  weather enable 

t h e  experienced f o r e c a s t e r  t o  tell what is coming next a6 does knowledGe Of the 

P a t i e n t  he lp  a doctor  t o  read h i s  fever chart  i n t s l l i g e n t l g .  "_-"..----" 
(Tonorrow: Forecas t ing  i n  June.) 
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